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Proceedings of the IMuadras Government, Revenue Department,
18¢% Januar; 1871.

No. 525, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 50th
December 1876 :— '

Read the following letters :—

From J .’.*'H. GARSTIN, Isq., Collector of South Arcet, to I E. STOKES, Ikq., Acting
WSecretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 18th December 1876, No. 581.;“

= T i Diowcedings of the 25th Oulober lant, No. £,585, (he Revenue Doard ruled that “ the
state of South Arcot is not such as to cause the least apprehension,” and they crdered the’
despateh of special reports regurding the district to be diseontinued. The manuscript copy of
those Proceedings reached me on ffie 30th idem, ang the printed copy on the 20th November.
On the 24th Novenber I receized from the 1ead Assistant Collector two reports, dated 20th and
22nd idem, on the condition of the two talugs*
constituting his division. The earlier report |
contained the Iead Assistant’s own impressions regarding the state of the Villapuram Taluq up
to the 4th November, and an abstract of the Tahsildar's report up to the 13th idem, as well as an
abstract of the reports of tho Revenue Inspectors of the Tindivanum Tdluq which accompaniod
the Tahsildar’s season report of the 5th N ovember, and Mr. Thomson’s vwn impressions ¢f the
state of the western part of that talug derived from Personal inepection of the country while
marching from Tindivavum to Triuomalaj between the 13th and 17th ultimo. The second
report mcrely forwards a translation of the Tindivanum Tahsildar’s Arzi of the 20th ultime.
1 enclose buth reports and the translation of this Arg] for the Board’s perusal, and request they
ray be returned.

2. The general impression to be derived from these repurts is that, while the villages in
the eastern portion of the Tindivanum Taluq are hottar nff than these in the western portion, the
prozpects of these latter were becoming gloomy, particularly in respect. of a supply of drinking
water ; while as regards Villapuram the state of affairs W83 not very encouraging.

3. The Douard are aware that between the 7th gnd 11th ultimo there was a heavy fall of
rain at Cuddalore, amounting in all to 11-89 inches, and T had hop}sd that it had extended over
the whole district, but such, I regret to #ay, was by no means the caso ; for while at Chedambaram
1125 inches fell between 8th and 11th, the fall at Tindivanum was only 1'05 on the 9th, 10th, and
12th; at Kallukurchi only -70 of an inch from the 9th to the 11th ; at Trinomalai only *00 of an
inch on one day (the 8th November); and at Villapuram, Virdachellam, and Trikalore only
2:80, 185, and 2:33 inches, respoctively, between the 8th and I1th. Inthe Chengam Division L:f
Trinomalai 10 rain at all fell during any part of November il] the 30th, and then a mere shower,
The st of prices ruling 4] over the district during last month has alread ¥ been sent to the Board.
They may be best uescrilied briefly as very Ligh, being about double what they were this time
last year. '

- 4. On the 25th ultimo T started from Cuddalore with a view thoroughly to inspect the
Trinomalai Talug, where, the rain-fall having been slightest, thers was reason to gpprehend the
first symptons of distress, I travelled, via Villtpuram and Ve avallam, right through the
Villapuram Talug, reaching Trinomalai the same evening. The Tuhsild
1 saw at his c.us.ba‘h, had just returned from s tour through the west and north-west part of the
talug. lis opivion, expressed verlally, waus that there would be no necessity for punjab remissons .
in the talug, though the state of the nunjah cultivation was generally had.

* Tindivanum and Villepuram.,

ar of Villupuram, whom

So fur as I eould
judge from the crops T saw on each side of the road (which were nearly entirely cholam,
tovarai, and castor, where thers was an y cultivation at all), their condition w;s better than I had
expected, though not by any means as good as could have been wislied. LRaggi an.’ varagy-
where visible, looked unhealthy., In the Vetavallim Valley the dry crops were ge.:nemlly the bbest,
I saw ot any place along the line of road, but on the west of Vetavallam, in the Trinomalai Talug
the scene rapidly changed for the worse. The standing crops were fow and far Letween, and looked
much less promising.  Shortly after leaving Villapuram I met g long etring of empty carts from

Chetput . and thereabouts going ; so the drivers said, south to gt grain, thus showing pretty
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i clearly the h \““”\«-\_\ tary 1877,
] . .. 18 exhayn.e Tt e . CoTn
3 ) »hich they bagd pt:j;‘ of le:'-[,l,m S0 pling }y, the ¢+ T T e e TR lector reported cumbon to be selling at Chengam at 14 measures per rupee.  Wkile I wnas there
1 tdhh{'};ﬁ:;{l’lﬂe al Trill.mm : e Gy Divioy, o Tiwdivanum Tuluyg, thewgh ; ') L \{ +aw a man with a sack over Ins shoulder. I aske:d Lim what he had, he said a rupee;s \.Vor:h <;f
x gt a m;m:ﬂe 4d of o telescong Went £ 1, 9D of the L cux.nboo, and on asking how wuch that was, he saud. pEveD Iﬂi‘ﬂSUJ‘(’S-. If ti? st’ate;ncxih : ::enx;i;;
' e T kg o ‘nta]-y gﬁmpse }M”I“: Uniop Wity g _’z.L t'f Lave 4 Linl'eeve view o, the wiarie st prives would seem to have doubled at Chengam during the last two mon fs.al n oo e
: attor, )-amd exeelley ep ’m‘tl: .I‘ 1 ¢ vl l,:‘te ;dx;mu; s ddosuded 1 mist, ond I enly ; “3y Vornacalasd Clork who was at Chengam with mo of the first da): of_ ’my arm" a gl;ﬁmnun;uer
,’ 0 vy g 8 g 0 g P et BT B T N s g s w0k of s of 15 vlliges all xouad Chengom
ri ' Wag a}mos:,v funks any © Mipressies, 1 dui':'::“’wum”l ¢t the watorn, e larn, wrd e . ‘ ‘ : - T el dnd pediloted my ﬂ“!’fr’ue" ons ’mI
B ' i fustivg] w’;\,\_’y, and g, B fray ﬁfFr 8 o]l v ta T}:‘n,pf Tola oy oy ST DT RItLN ” ; givothem congee. Foremost among them was the broth'er of the Mo'neguz of Lutﬁzkolagn- I
. caitle b’rol::; Z Was | IMgregg o t'lix ”fv‘e- Ghly i"ﬁ?n’:d" g ]"‘.' fwrndram tuzk pear Trinomtlel { ‘., . asked him if he and tho. ryt)ts of his' village .would work if ‘:mrk was ,t;we:,n thlelem to do:t I; S!;llr
; . % spi r_»fo thtob'e% Scened 1, S tima f 1 vvi:?{ by s Wiag Iyin;; wasta, The Kartigul i “yeos” ai'terz.zlittlc Pesxtatlon. :It 1s' a curious fact that in this d'Lstnct tlje poiibTPudl:‘m.
: Ly t4e N&ﬁ‘uk? 11.1g Priveg mh_rmmn lorgey thag w: ; P well gy, Lelal, and the erowds of y ‘ . considers it disgraceful to—x.vork for Iure at earth-work, even tokeep lumse’lf wlive. au e
! EiberyJjq . o Ottai Cheuig av:b 2t} tirge, u:"" PO Wos thy genera] @anlition poor ; \f L pett when I suggested working at making a roud to the villagers, theyvde?lmed p.omt black, baying
‘3 Y gront “1€ erowd o ,e,,,,:‘ Oth 1o c‘;,,me Usu] Sriluitous distnbations of riee ' } | that they did not understand such work being cultivators, and two Native officials of long servive
: ) 0‘ € genepg) N ;j’:db‘and Otlierg he M”d n Wit} ull theip custonry admorable i\‘ i gavo it tome, as their opinion, that the ryots would solaner starve t}.mn.work for c:ooly: ’
:1 -fhenngm " the 201 éfar{: 1 o the berple &s;:“\td foegd o E01ze of ).y jm.;{:miuus o N 10. On the ~1.th December I went to the frontier o‘f tho district about dym:les bey fmfl
. ang _;: %o d g9 vig m:dz‘ Sﬂuth-W(‘e for T whay o rZLi::,’;lv ool ‘f e Dandampett, ret.urr'nn{.;: to tho latter place to camp.' The vdlages. .I p)u.ss?d througxi on my way,
. of huyiy. kalorg . nm “ Dasunggy, -nJi‘acq.(tt, havips dut;m o1t e e b \ \ L . or which were within sx{;ht of the‘ road, were Valiyampet, Fakiri Iolhzu.n, Mel-Chengam, :u.ld
08 o C'mor'a thy e, que.zy 13w, not : %td *l ang ;‘L\I‘av l‘lﬂu(‘ ”,é? NI Lathue - J Authanur. At every village the villagers came out to ask to have collectmfls stopped, and said
haitiy, . Miping Eroung SISt the wayt Mpilagy TSR B N m} :J "’ IP““CHTJ oo N they were in want of food and hgd no water., The Crops were every wh.ere in a very bad way.
g at leaop ireg 26t 1y, haa 14 of 3 T0ad, ¢ o, 1 HIVe wonlid us the difficult 4 At Mel-Chengam I saw two banyan trees to which my attention was directed ; the ground was
‘ Boug 0' i leaving i wo op thres I:}a?-c.q LN (,iiu;n,ut;y;fn:‘I’Imm"l 10 "‘5_""5 t‘; f’: t o :, P strewed with their leaves .and with bx:oken .twigs, and I was informed that this had been caused by
o 1; :1“) Tng., ,ft:;:nul ight iy s e L wag, nacessitateld my 3 - the trecs having beel_l stripped of their fruft for food 1')y ths vxllr:gers. . '
Pett, “_‘1% el Yo ooz, Wevur o ;:Dc ain LN Rgep o [ i« 11. From Dn.ndampctt’I went to ]»z'zvundavudj. on the 5th. Ilere things loo-ked a little
, beavy o * Ball of 1y ) hol\lv i, tnd I nhou}'.ini;r-t ey feh h“ d wd st at utercals for ?? Py [, Vetter. There wasa well of fine wator which had 1{@91\ recently deepened and repaired .at.the
eastory 11111 fe] gain ¢, a}j p " VS con g N TR Begy ¥ '"*;m'u‘t: “'5. YWl arn Louror tre. Al : 1 i cost of Local Funds, lfut the people all wanted collections stoppfed: The crops were not flourishing.
l”adﬂpuz x the 4., . Out ty, Oy, , “t“ t Conterg l::‘ ;u-nt have allenat l'umlf *L‘h \ 5 The Moncgar, Iwafs 1r'1form(‘3d, w;xs a x]'ery'lv:'elalth'{l manf of n‘nserly iabzt\s, “:ho haﬁec;ed. I?m";xg’,
Nator i :ﬁl e 1y, e OIJd.rt of {h el L8 187y W2 1y "‘ \t‘f the taluy. Oun lh? “0::3 % L but had enoug?x grainin stowfo ged t w, whole village for two m.ont s. While _‘ere _visited the
rai iy Cm, gy gt ‘OT an, Bunteg }. € cropg g o E7Leral, Lt wag heavier in th A villages of Puliampatti, Mannikal, un.d Lamupfl‘mm. The crops in all. were looking bad, varagu
0 latg ¢, oo ;hl the 4 ey l'uz dle 2a. Puran, ”n;uzt Tundmmpnu' Agaram, and vl particularly, I went on to ’t,he Ponniar to see if there was any watex: in it, but found the mex:est
N & " gt un- ren . . . Je S ;
fanm,ﬂ.pu thg Ingt t T o ang ; luu'*’ ey med I‘Awmm tunks had very nuttle R trickle at the © pmkmluﬂt :ﬂro:l\_{ bgosg: g‘zz“ih' Wh;dl tthet nf;er rpa‘??telf. I'n C_‘;;nﬂeﬁt}oj:
S it -u‘ 0 g I'wﬂ,.‘t to qp ted of ¢ Wand of ‘ Wate, The prople suid the L with this spot I beg to suggost that it be 'x m ed, by a competen officer, wi @ view to seeing
af “‘thﬂnm ° Omct}une of g, garg, Tnein O Lo wny water, Y i whether it would not be practicable and worth while to build an anicut there with one channel
‘ A0 the Lecti,, very 3 Ee It“'afinn Mng ”’1"«‘!1;}; St hane . ] and S oing north-east through Sathanur to Samudram tank at Trinomalai or even farther eastwards,
2ud fo Iemné of L Soppeq al, 1 the ,,‘lxn *8d argy S}or-* 'L'“!‘r‘ ,I\‘”mflf“ am'f of A g—d 3119 other rsvuth-east through Chiuniampett into the Kallakurchi and Tiikalore Talnqs,
Tamer topy but a’i"led theiy dri.k;:”d for Usaiaf n; legcrs turney (,,:t ,‘;I <l!1;n:}. J Tho L'j”c; to % (! ;‘ie nlatura‘l‘ foatures of the, «;nface seem to me so admirably adapted for building an anicut at
s ‘ZZP‘«‘ n s V}'sibola . Nighy L“ Tlagy . -Z;mrla:“i.”:: wleo N\ ::,m: "‘r' ;: :‘likl;é;, m('l" NS a small cost that, if the levels would admit of it, I cannot help thinking such a work would
. OREEAP hove y 0 5 “he T Werg oy, e “ ' \ nerative. .
0 ]y jm?g},}:howed ® 01, nin Y Wretoh,, dilogy lie Ay of Br":-f;’ 101' h“f’t of .'.vutvr "l tho ‘ b P ro»'t;;’ Lry()!:Tse 8th I went from Ravandavadi to Malayanur. The path lies nearly the whole
not Wholosongg ?I:,d Mlegad gy, ;how‘.‘]%king eau: 8 Varugy Thf. “‘”“ fnd deepemiog. 1 ,.ur; S ‘ . otk . way through jungle. While there I examined
the Crops Jogk ,.: id toy da ¢ T r‘e Vidago, liveq Y82 gy, Iaves Jﬁ"r'm l‘r“'lf‘:d farpihed. ﬂn:l N 1. ﬁ:}dgg‘ﬂ?m ;,' m‘:f,’ari,‘,m;. * the cultivation in the villages marginally noted.
on the groung, Siithy . {Bu“— heeg (: great C':\ffjx)t. “‘Lh‘ Lo ssid are to be foun N . | i Mil-Pashar, ° 6. Mil-Muttagur In the first village some of the crops looked ‘
5 While et (T, R 1 g :Utf:};:i% tory. -At'r:«},n !]f‘('m’ Elmugh they 1‘: ';[:1) ) e e ther Letter than what I had last seen; but the varagu wasa failm.e:  Water soemed scavee.
y “Degary ¥ Visitgg e < Sy Sy 1 ,;};;: zmalf :‘“‘g ”lf} r:t“;‘:, : . ,t\ /{ ﬁw:,e is o small river or stream called the Chekkadi or Pambanar which passes by Ma.}ayanur
- § A;ﬂ;:;; nadal, g, . Vidage, ote] - Crery st i’ ? . -‘nd“faus into the Ponniar about 4 miles wost of Manalurpett. Therfa are feveral old amcuis.on
T4 3 hur;g:':;%&'am, Crapg 18 the RAZIA. Inall of them what S B 3 by but all in ruins or in bad repair. The villagers from the surrounding villages, many of which
A £ Wery | V’f " standip., and z; © ‘_'( o fow } ,«',I . lt’.eht get & sapply of water for their tanks and ficlds, if these anicuts and thei{- degendmt chan-
Bad « g, i Yua 5{,_.1:‘ ;”"“"‘8 very bad ) “(,. t{e:)e N :’:w“m; Sob ml{; were rostored or put into repair, begged to have them repaired, and asked for rerct miong of |
. b MaMmunangy :::],nct, isen,» ud ¢, any:\i " e REH ',r}“:( h “.L:::: !:_ ):;u( h,l“.:t.l,l o b ::sesément, and declared they were starving. The remission of assessment, however, secmed to
;f’:}‘\)cputy Iy ﬂli%to;g:h- b beog dex. a’ tha oy, *‘ﬂ‘m:l ; 11%:? and 3y tho Cage of tl»;. i}“::":' e ;.) ots . : ‘ d 7 | . b what they cLiefy wanted. ’ - L _
“H Octolep 1858 L Balighrg Lt }‘)e“d 204 Qear,. ",} ®BERt {o gl i, tank ’ l’ T 13. From Malayanur I went on the 11th through Re:dda.pulhem, Chmnmmpett,_ Karkal
‘¢, No. 2,685)' ’IL br ot the l‘q;m of je¢ S Lnz. Isaw theta SR I {hai, and Kolakeruppai, to Peringclathur. At Chinviampett I saw about 20 or 30
LA § 17 Work g ;‘;‘HOCto.!,..r Lyt (r.i',{,.( (;; o{t 1'15. %( 0, ﬂ}.l.nd.:;lf"; »-‘l , BOW:{; ;;1,11 unjsh with & good rice-crop on it, end repidly maturieg, The last drops of water
) ﬂ"l“}‘ LoIn that IU:; at}fer;:fed‘a“? Culs \ } - cawr : ‘
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and such road-repeirs or other works of g local character as would give employment to the

people.
18. Theimpression left on mo by my tour through Trinomalai is that throughout the

o il Chengam Division generally there is likely to be a fuilure of the dry crops now standing ; that *
o e rT *Fihis failure superadded to a failure of the cumboo trop in August and Scptember makes the

position of “the division precarious ; that for the most part thronghout the talug the varagu and
dry raggi erops are almost certain to fail or to &ive a very short produce, unless there is rain
soon ; that in several parts the want of water for men and eattle is being severely felt, and must
later on be even more 80 ; and thut {he extremely high prices now ruling place it out of the power
of the poorer classes to purchaso a suffiviency of food for their daily wants ; whilo the wages
with which it might be procured are not readily to be had owing to the want of employment.

As regards the Gingoe Firkah, of the Tindivanum Taluq, I do not think there is much difference
between it and the Trintbmalai Paluq. Ifits condition was gg bad as Mr. T};‘anson describes it

. & month ago, it cannot bo better, but is most probably worse now s and I therefore consider that it
+ is now time to take measures to meet the most Pressing cases of distress in both tracts of country.

19, T have ventured to submit the result of m y observations to the DBoard because, although
they have directed the discontinuance of special reports in the Proceedin 5s quoted at the begin-
ning of this letter, yet from what I have seon and what has been reported to me, T am satisfed
that in a great part of Trinomalai and in the Gingee Firkah the prospects of the season are go

" bad that I should be failing in my dutyif T did not report the matter. It is true that Deputy
. Collector Stri Baliah, in h;s letter printed in the above-mentioned Procee(h'ngs, alluded to the *

effects of rain which fell in the end of September and the heginning of October ag being suffi-

" cicntly heavy to bring one or two months’ supply of water into tafks generally, excepting that of
- Sathanur, and that the standing craps were doing well ; but mors than two months have

o - s ' > _Passed
since he wrote ; the monsoon™rains whicli wexre then expected have' failed almost entirel ¥ except -

in the vicinify of the sca coast ; priees have risen to g point, never I believe, yet exceeded ‘socond-
gort rice now selling in Cuddalore at 4 and at Trikalore from 3% to 37 measures rer rupee),

. while the varagu crop throughont the taluq is likely to fail, and the yield of cholam and tovarai

to bo small. More rain is hardly to be expected, and if it falls will be of litile or no use for agri-
cuftural purposes, sceing that the cultivation season is fast driwing to a close ; that on the
greater part of the rice-lands the crop has failed or the lands themselves have been left waste,
while there are eight months more before we can expect another harvest of eny kind. Moreover,
judging ffom the state of the tanks in the talng now I am satisfied the Deputy Collector over-
cstimated the results of th.fs \min-fall he reported in his letter s aud, indeed, he admitted as much to
mo ot Trinomsii "‘k}ae gr¢ md when that rain full wag exceedingly dry, no rain having fallen
in the tulug for many 1574 before, and the loss by absorption was therefore very great. I
have no doubt that many of the complaints nfade to e duaring my tour were very highly
colored. The pecplo of South Arcot Lave long had reputation. for being proficients in
oxaggeratiod and deceit, but after making allowauce for all this there is no doubt that in Trino-
malai drinking-water i3'in many piaces scarce and the erops generall ¥ a failure ; and I therefors
beg to recommend the2 Rupses 10,000 be placed at the disposal of the General Dutics Deputy
Collector, and Rupeea 5,000 at that of tho IHead Assistant Cullector for commencing relief works,
such as deepening drinking-water ponds and wells, clearing out irrigation channcls, destroying

prickly-pear withill village limits, and repairing or making village-roads on the distinet under-

standing that if the villagers themselves do nct labor the work Lo stopped. « :

20, Asregards the rest of the district gencrally there is no present cause for uneasiness,
apart from the very high prive of food-grains. ' I believe f:here is a fairly gqqd“sppply‘ of grain
in most parts of the district, but the owners will not sell it readily. In the east P T
vanum and {hroughout Villapuram and Cuddalore, I do not at present think there {5 likely to Lo
any necessity for punjah remissicns, nor in any of the taluqs of .the sub-division, thougk the Toes .
of revenue owing fo the great extent of nunjah waste and sLavi in alk the talugs, except perhaps

Chedambram, will be very great, Taking Trikalore as an example, I subjoin & comparative
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