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 Lieutenant C. Walker, that immediately after the G.0, of 10th August 1870 he was ordered to
- keep a separate book for each plantation under bis charge showing all experiments, &c.; he was in

- planting from July
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|  2nd July 1877, No. 2,170. -
- Read the following paper —- , ‘ ' 9 o
No. 1. Froin Lieut.-Colonel R. II.BEDDOME Conservétor of Fofesté, to C. G. MASTER, T
" Secretary to Government, Revenue De,pa.rtment, Fort St. George, dated Ootag’rﬁ?&.
._22ndMay1877,.N0.166. EE e | camund,
. Ix G.0. No. 1,605,"dated 1st instant (paragraphs 5 and 6), much censure I8 ‘cas ‘
this office wi’th reforence to the padugay plantationsin the Trichinopoly 1)3v§1s§f,,:8. Icahs:v:r;gr;
honor to submit extracts from my letter-book, which, if Government will kindly lo’ok threngh
ugh,

T thiok it will be evident that these _plantations have received more than ordinary attention
their very commencement up t0 the period they were entirely handed over Zo the ﬁ?&ﬁ?ﬁ

R T

2. It will be geen by extract from my letter, No. 2,332, dated 14£h Scptefﬁber 1870, to *

charge of all the operations near Trichinopoly until he. proceeded on sick certificate in May 1871
Lieutenant Williams wes then put in as Supervising Officer. Mr. Morgan was in chargeyof the
1871 till March 1872, when he went away on sick leave, and Mr. Hadfield was
placed in charge. It will be seen that very full instructions were given to all these officers from
this office, but it must also be remembered that the whole question of this padugay planting wag

a very complicated one: there were the ryots’ rights to the water from the channels and to gr;zin(r '
and many objections from the Public Works Department to our encroaching on .the river banka

or eradicating the nanal grass. On this account it was considered both by Government and by thi
office that the Forest Officer should work almost entirely under the Collector ; this was abso{utell; S

necessary, or greab
usually has in similarcases. .. .~ " .. 4w e e U :
< 94 Tn my Tester recordei 00 o502, "6t 218t "March 1871, T reported to Government '
roposed, and I submitted Lieutenant Walkers reports ; this was after
much consultation with Mr. Cadell, who was then Collector, and who took much interest in the
work ; actual planting could not commence until about July 1871, In February 1872 I visited
the tracts, and as Colonel Morgan’s experience on irrigation questions was very great, and Licute- -
nant Walker's proposale involved much expense, - I took the former vfficer down with me to
ensure every chance of success, I then found that although the Forest Officor had done all he
could in the way of planting, the irrigated plantation had not been started, but this was in no
way his fault as explained in my letter recorded in G.0., No. 473, of the 4th April 1876 ; the
ryots had raised strong objection, and the Collector had not decided whether we could indent on
the channels for water, nor could he decide upon what -land we were to take over. Shortly after
this Mr. Hadfield was placed in charge, as Mr. Morgan proceeded to England on sick certificate
and he received full instructions from this office. Immediately after this I had to proceed to Aus-
tralia and final arrangements devolved on Colonel Morgan, who acted as Conservator, Ilis memo-
randum submitted with my letter just alluded to has explained to Government how he acted, and
that he found that Lientenant Walker's scheme was not feasible, and that it would have cost ‘more
than double his estimate, and that he also found that artificial irrigation was not required. On my -
return from Australia the operations in this district as in others were, under the new re-organi-

zation, placed entirely under the Collector, and this office had no control. o
4. The proposition to plant on irrigate

ety e ¢

el g et e e s
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d land emanated from me, and I naturally took the
keenest interest in it from the commencement ; I_w}shed to test the rate of growth on irrigated
land versus dry land side by side. The tracts, I originally wished to try it on wera not given over,
and Government wished it tried in the vicinity of Trichinopoly, where it was subsequently seen

bjoct ta be coustantly flooded without artificial means during the two monsoons
, t..though she planting succeeded wonderfully’
ver of thesepiantations to the Collector in 1872 there were no data.

worth submitting to Government with reference to su (;gestions in G.0., No. 1,207, of 19th August
1870, and the question of the profits to bederived frem wood versus paddy or other irrigated crops -

be arrived at till our second ‘crop of wood has been cut. In Janaary 1873,
on my return from Australia, I visited Trichinopoly and handed over everything (under the new
organization) to Mr. Pennington, who was then %ollector, and I had no opportunity of again visit-
district before 1 went home for two year§ in the beginning of 1874, ' ‘
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