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Procecdings of the Madras Qovernment, Revenue Department,

1 o 3rd January 1877,

| . )~
No. 31. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Celonel R. H. B‘EDD(“‘:l ,E,

< Conservator of Forests, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Seerotéry to

Government, Rovenue Department, Fort St. Goorge, dated Vellore, Oth

< . December 1878, No. 1,407 1— :
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. o8 follows. T
j 2. 1t appears to me from this order that Government are under the impres sion
¢ that the fires arc the causo of the present anticipated exhaustion of ripe teak in the
5 forests : this is not the case; the fires fhat swecp t};rongh the forests do not injure the
 large stapding trees, and except bere and there a dead or very old tree; no slanding
ftreos have been destroyed or much injured by fire; the cause of the exhaustion iy
;’f‘simply tln}ilt nearly all the very large trecs have been cut out, and when it is remem-
» bered that Government have been working this forest every year for the last 25 or 27
: -ears, and that teak to the valuo of 10 or 12 lakhs of RBs. has been taken out, it is easy
¢ to understund that a period of rest 13 now shortly neccssary unless we are to ruin the
b seed supply by felling every large tree, or not to regard the future and fell under-sized
5 trocs which are annuaily wdding to their cubic content. In the Government forest
proper almost all the larga teak trees were felled out mnder the Engincer’s Dopart-
i ment by Lieutenant (sow Coluncl) Michael for the Bombay Dockyard between 1850
éaud 1850 or by Native timber merchants before Colonel Cotton took churge of the
2 orest
" took charge of the teak forests in 1857 hardly a teal; tree has been felled in this
, portion ; many fine trevs ure coniing on but they arc too small to fe.H. In ?he la_lscd
{portion we have been flling since 1837, and although there are still a sprinkling of
-ripe trces &till to be found, Mr. Douglas thinks that felling of
teak must step for the present after two

+# We find hy experience that the seed of FD® pore seasons if we are fo consider the
' trees 3a far superior to that of young trees

P of July 20, 80 years cf age. future by reserving a necessary amount of
5 old trecs* as sceders.
JE 3. The fires have oceurred almost every year since 1857, and they generally

gsweep {hrough the whole forest; if there 13 rain in January, or a very late north-cast
émom‘-oon (both rare occurrences), the fires are perhaps only purtial, but I do not think
: oy ¥ - . .

: there has been any year since 1850 in which there have been no fires; tl'le saplings of
‘other trees suffer equally with teak, but the large trees of these now predominate,

‘because lacking a demand they have not been felled.

Lo g Williout forest serveys aud demarcation it would be fmmpossible ta give the -

1at would be necessary to render the more valuable portions of
‘tho forest safo from fires by the block S)'f;tem; it is alf,o imgosgible to give the cost per
umile of these proposed rides, as the felling and c}carmg will in some places Le heavy
and in other parts almost a7, and .although ?he rides must be offen 30 or 40 yards in
;width, {here are many places in which, by mk'mg advantage of streams and tracts of the
tlargo bamboo (where 1o grass grows), the width may be much contracted.

, 5 1 Lave esplained in my report that afte%‘ the preseat crop a lurge supply of
;tenk s recured by the many thousands of n‘:i&ﬂe—m:a’d tree‘s now coming on, and which
yeared themselves somo 30 years a3o; it is fo the distant mturq\an_d the erop after this
{hat wo must now look, and unless we now or shortly shut out fires fora certain gum},ﬂ.
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of the 4th instant, I have the honor to i'eport ’
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S - : %7 Q o _w“}:mmgd{ngs of the Dladras Government, Revenue Department, 3
2 | Proccedmgg of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue Department, 772 | RN o 3rd January 1877. ,
. ' \ 3rd January 1877. ¢ v i — 2
e 1[ / i . No. 1,108. R
of f‘“‘*’ :m&- secure g good growth of young saplings the forest will not be properly :3}// \:i . Fonwanpep through the Collector of Coimbatore for any remarks he may wisd
treatud, and in time it would probably cease to be a teak forest at all ; this ghows low - i X . _
_flt’cessm'y it is to have rl\gufar working plans drawn up in our offices as 13 now done ?/y' ”? to oller. (Signcd) R. II. BEDDOME, Lieut.-Colonel, t
In Earope, and why it is noeessary that our young officers should undergo a carcful 78 e E Conservator of Forests.
training in forest schools where these working plans are not only drawn up ()ﬁ'i';a}.é;;‘; 2a - )(f 4 .f:“s T D :——— ' T .
explained and taught, but where all the different stages of growih ure actually seen e ‘7‘::‘;}'.\&’ ‘ f",{" T B oo " No. £, A a5th Octob 1876
and explained in the forests. . - 33, 75 o » No further remarks—nide my letter to Board of Revenue, dated 25th October )
6. Tamof opinion that the block system should bo commenced at once, and that 3:;’ ] ; No. 214. (Signed) A WEDDERBURN,
one or two blocks should be formed this yearif possible; this will euable ws then to §7, / CotnBATORT, T o . Colleclor.
- estirate correctly for carrying out the schowe in its cutirety, and it can bo gradoally (~/ ; 134k December 1876 S )
- extended year by year ; provision has not Leen made in our i.nulg<,~t pending t;w orders :F/:"' |~
of Government o the questivn, but the expenditure can cusily be n';ethfrom other ° 5‘;/ ! ¢ No. 32 ORDER THEREON, 3rd January 18773 No. 18.
sources. It must however be understood that, unless the forest is declared u strict e ! g R Conyxrcatep to the Board of Reve-
roserve end placed entircly under the control of the forest oflicer, any expenditure on ' {'/' " Torest, No. 1. nue for their remarks. -
T(‘al conservancy of this nature may at any moment be rendered f;xt,ilc and become i\ - ¢
money thrown away ; in this case it wonld perhaps be better only to leave the forest to 2 . - (True Extrac ) . RSTIN
nature and get what profit we can out of it without looking to its future and spending f “’( i ' : (Signed) ' g II; (?‘é; Gov;r;m,‘.f |
H)A?H‘ey on cons-crvan.oy arrangements that will in alf probubility be of no avail j it is ‘ 4 2 B : _ Acﬁimg eccretary {o iment. '
: ‘]}ieuib& (::‘be;i)llz;l?r(t'r:txoxxs of thi.'q natare and the want of o Forest Act that so little bs ! ""/’ (g | |
BN E . : e g ; ;
I\I(,ﬁ{l;\ﬁ 1;:[‘“:‘}(:::5]120;&& I'lm fi)r 8 few “gears a7 some Toresl blocks of guod suil iu A , /‘ .
e : ve Jately seen stated already produced wonderful results § not e 17
cin¥)' 18 o fine crop of- secdlings‘ reored, but the decuying vegetalion aunually adis a f’\g/ ' N
fine b nrfus to the soil instead of being burnt away yuar by x-'vur, the growth of rank :;:’ W . ‘
Lruss » hept down and the dunger of fires rendored loss and less, streams becomo f‘L* 3 " ' )
'l'el‘finn}‘«ﬂ\which otherwise would not be g0, and the climate is rendered cooler and i;'/ ! /’f,; |
molfstt?r. },:' { ? ‘ ’ To the Doard of Revem‘le,
ato uf . :ﬁ!l:;hfl;r lﬁl(inllﬁ:‘i:chtlr:lrg ‘(iflll\.rﬁi:’x;:zti’t tur)’sulfposchthat th.cse Anamallay 1*'0;9313 . _‘\ ;’7" , % " the Conservator of Forests. |
thought beyond not usine the.}f o ’ Jahs rat rjr to r?.xturc l}xafx. to any lore- ' ) ’ﬁ |
'“‘iikbtrees ” middlc-sizg comi‘;:\f (.\t;(‘l)t.ou ripe treos we }un ¢ a splendid amount of S -
| .
voung seolling s gy S fives and securo the gro“‘ of 1 lakh or two v Vo /- '
S g teaks the forest will Le in a Lighly satisfactory state, and we can then ; VARl N -
: b once fe.ll. out all the remaining old and ripe trees, as the crop now advencingwill be ‘j |7
Wi)? "a*'m,“djn‘l'? n o give I{%“.’,ﬁ':ﬂ,},’f‘f“ﬁ&i@ 3 again required ; if however conservauey of ;: "
1 nawwre pownted out in this letter and my report docs tol Teeeiy ¢ allention hortly,” RN A
we must be PT“I’a}‘cd to see the forest graduully deteriorate. - “4?' ‘ .
ord 9. With mga"d.to the latter portion of paragraph 6 of the same Government ' R
O:ei:;;efsIiﬁ;:?;ﬁ;?ﬁ:}mﬁ ICHI’FQiI{ Walker's &chemo i‘nclm‘.zsc} bl*{ Probationary ‘hz"' ; : ] /,,J;‘f .
whom b6 arrameud o '01\; the ltllo.tg :}cffx.dud under any ferest division, but_one of - L ) .
10 - ﬂ: I o this division. , L 1 ~2 L
e For'e N A;t, i:lgxzzdi?iga;:f::{)li]?’tl I'uok anxiously Ior\v.:xrd to the intro 1’uction‘_of e |
management over rostric 3, l“ b we may ba able to 'm‘tmd.uco more iutensive R Y - \
ey C ) stricted areas, and aaticipate more definite instructions for the . / , s .
- gudance of éur officers, R 4 Exd. W.J. Lev
‘ IR
] : 4 . ' g ", |
N R o
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