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of the Venkatagiri Zemindari.

four divisions, two of which lie on the extreme southern frontier and two' on the:

 isquare tanks were being cleared out’ and deepencd at a cost of Ra. 8,000, -

‘orthern trunk road to the foob. of 'the wes

GOVERNMENT OF, MADRAS

REVENUE DEPARTMEN

ay 8 '",-‘ No 1,8b0

Famine’Relieff

.. Read the following paper
No. 615-A. - From R. K. PUCKLE, Esq/, Acting Third Member of the Board of
% Revenue, Madras, to J- 1L .GARSTIN, Esq;; Additional’ Secretary to
" Government, Revenuo Department, dated Nellore, 14th May 1877, No. 24
- Tnave the hooor fo report the efult 6f my inepection of the southern portion

19, . As the Governmend aro aware, the Venkatagiri Zemindari consists  of

extremo northern frontier of the Nellore District.” “Those’ to the south, viz.,; Polur-
and Venkatagiri, have been uspected by me and are now reported on, 50

! PR iy e RV “.)":"»"»" 4"‘: -‘,-‘:'.'_" o RS ;_.;.-;'.L_.,,.I' P o bR _‘
.+ 8. The nearest point of the rzemindari ‘g about 85 miles from Madras, apd”
'the route that I tock from that poiat was ;l:‘mg :the morthern. trank road ‘as far as
‘Naidupdet, 30 miles; from thence across. sbuntry  to Venkatagiri,’ 25 miles: ‘and

from. Verkafagie. o0 b0 enr v tink aded, anefher 20 milmoorie
Nelaballi, Naidupet, Attivaram, Venkatagiri, Akkaripet and Venkatareddipully, and-
'at Gudur just ‘over the frontier; and /I had a goud- opportanity of'j udging of tho
stats of the gountry. - . .- B S RN ety

.40+ The Polar Division is no doubt in:

£ ‘ 0 doubt ' in 4 very . bad: state. - It lies adjacent to

| Ponnery, the poorost taluq of the Chingloput District, and adjoins the Madapakim
Divisiont of the Kalastri Zemindari, where it is known that there is. great distress,
‘The soil is impregnated with soda, and there iy much scrub jungle, and the country
altogether presents a more arid and desol_ate iappearance than I havo seen elsewhere. -
There is but little water, and the cattle can'find no grass."’ No doubt they manage

t0 eal qung shoots and leaves in the jungle, ‘but this is by no means sufficient,
Many have already died, and many employed in dragging firewood down to Madras
secm to be making ‘thexr'_las_t_x‘n‘ar,c,l‘;‘.i e
1.5, “The population is ‘50,686 inhabiting 126 villages, but of theso a larg
number have found . their way' down to, Madras. ™ 500 are emplo ved on the relict.
works and 2,700 are in the relief-houses of Sooloorpet and Naidupet. This accounts
for 3,200. A large number of men aro also employed under the zemindari jungle
contraciors in eutting firewond #nd carting it dowr to Madras,  and 200 are said
ta bo employed in quarryiug iron ore for’the Napier Foundry..” Altogether  there -
1510 lack of employment for the malo adult ‘population, but some further employ-
'ment sceins peeded for the vw;}m_em_;ar‘;d(ghglq;én,’;;' S
" 6. Thestacking-of moro, gravel and metal ‘along the northern trunk road
between Sooloorpet and Naidupet, a distanco  of 20 miles, would provide’ cwploy-
ment for many of these, and there 18 need of much material as“the road has been

F;greétly‘ cut up.  Rs. 26,500 have alrcady ‘been spent on roads, and 18 ponds and

L 7.”. The Venkatagiri Division lies, west of Polur and "extends from near the
) {92t ot the western bills.. The 'population is 51,457
inhabiting 166~ villages, and "this division is’ better off in every way than. Polur
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e N (GLThereare ‘relief-houses at Sooloorpetand

. “ but this has yet to be tried. T
" (7). The works in progress are ell, I consider, useful and

© Y enkatagind 5quallytweins

St {10). The condition of agricultural sfock has been noted above.” = =
" (11). The orders of Government are being' carried cut carcfully and well.

" Ne.b13D.  Ouom mmmmeon,3

7 puckle towards the end of clause 6 of
- with the yiews of Gevernmen

" My the Collector of Nellore\, S
Sy, ROK Puckle, Esge
Cto e, the Deard of-Revenud. -t
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‘ Naidupet and & camp at:’ -
" Veokatagiti._In all 3,700 paoplo aro in roceipt of gratuitons refier.
.+ The arrangements made are good, but are possibly capable of some’ .
- slight improvement. At the Veukatagiri camp there is a* Bengal " =
Medical Officer with a Hospital Assistant under him. | At'the Neidupet -
. relief-house there is a’ Ilospital Assistant and at the Sooloorpet relief =~
- houso there is a private practitioner.: There are strong establishments
* for {he control of the paupers, the distribution of food; &o... Afrange-:
- merivs migAv-pertups b miade ot fo Yefoct any of those sent  for
. velief by tho Inspectors of villages,”and care might be taken to avoid
. drafting onto works any who are willing'to remain, . Once in tha~
.7 _camp, always in the camp should, I think, be the rule as” lonz as the
- famine lasts." It .is the cheapest mode yet tried of ‘furnishing grata-
-itous aid,'and. the able-bodied ‘as ‘they. iniprove: might be employed
- on light work only about the camp, . The camp might be made more -
- = popular perhaps by avoiding the: separation of families at megl times ™
- and at night, and by some modification- of diet the partial withdrawal .
. of restriction on ]ibelty 80 long as itisnot abused ‘micht perhaps also

~ be tried. -1 think," however, that it would be a st‘illjpcheaper‘ plan to ;
. furnish approved and registered paupers. with! permanent tickets to -
_ entitle them to go home and draw & small money dole or bLatta of say

. oneannaa day in® their villages rather: than to keep them in- camp, = "
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- Miscellaneous, o ‘

L9 - The "\suggéétion'“”mz‘z&a‘:‘.wbyf'hﬁ.‘; n
paragraph 10 of his report is ix accordance .
t as contained in G0, of the 28th' May, No. 1,830,
(True Estract.) Ll
ei (Signed). -+ J.H. GARSTIN,
v Additional Secretary to. Governmen
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g The nearest pomt of the Zemmdary is
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} 1 took from that pomt was along the northcm '
o R ~trunk road as far as Naxdupct 30 miles; from
o - .. thence across country to Vencataghcrry, 2§
" ‘miles; and from” Vencatagherry to Gudur on
’ . the northern trunk road another 23 miles. Ai-f--j B
T to«retherl traversed about 8o miles of the Zemin-
dary, camping at Sooloorpett, Ne]abdh, Naidu- R St
* . ~ pet, Attivaram, thcataghen‘y, Akkampet and "
. . Vencatareddrpully and at Gudur just over the'
- frontier, and I had a good Opportumty of JudU-; :‘ e
* . ing of the state of thc courtry : 30
7 4 The Polur dmsron is no doubt ina. very
. . o " - “bad state.- "1t Jies - -adjacent” to Ponnery, the &
. 5 o . poorest talug of the Chingleput district, and ad-
: . - joins the Madapal\um division of the Kalastri B
. - Zemindary, where it is known that’ there is:
" great distress. . The soil is 1mpreonated with -
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. ‘ " S - (At:SU!at(. appcaramethan I h.ne secn ehe“ here ' -
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