


GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

29th May 1877, No. 1,853.

 Famine Relief. -

Read the.f;)ﬁovﬁng pa;etg—— :
No, 576.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th May 1877.
Read the following letter from R. J. MELVILLE, Esq., Acting Collector of
Madras, to H. E. STOKES, Esq,, Secretary to the Board of Revenue
dated 4th May 1877, No. 141, . :

1 nave the honor to report that the Accountant-General has disallowed famine
batta for April 1877 under G.0., No. 41, dated 5th January 1877, at the higher
rate of Rs. 1} per month, on the ground that the Commissioner of Police certified
that rice was sold at 10} seers per rupee during the month. I have ascertained
from the Comimissioner that this price refers to third-sort rice.

3. The higher rate of batta was entered in the bill, as the average price of

second-sort Tice Was 9-67 seers per rupee during the month. The adoption of

socond-sort rice as the staple food of the distriot was reported to the Board of

Revennue in this office letter, No. 74, dated 12th March 1877, and has been appa-

rently approved by them.

3. Under these circumstances, 1 beg to be informed if second or third-sort
roe is to be taken as the staple food under G.0O., No. 41, dated 5th January 1877.
It the foraer; the Accountant-Greneral should be instructed-to- pass the amount

disallowed.

e e

SpUOND-S0RT Tice ghould certainly be ]"fgaken as the st.aple food in Madras and

not third-sort which is very inferior and not in consumption exceph amonygst the

poorest classes. The Accountant-General 18 requested to inform the Board
whother, with reference to the above, he isjprepated to withdraw his objection.

(A true Copy and Extract.) L ;

(Signed) ~ H. E. STOKES,

: Secretary.

4 ' e
No. 576-A. Proceedings of the Board qf Revenue, dated 23rd May 1877.
Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 11th May 1877, No. 2,179.

Read also the following Memorandum from the Accountant-General, Madras,
to H. E. STOKES, Esq# Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Fort

St. George, 14th May 1877, No- 1,561
Vide Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 2,179, dated 11th instant.

TaE undersigned has the honor fo explain that this office has simply acéept.

ed the statement of the Commissioner of Police. The Board perhaps bhad better j

refer the question to Government, and suggest that, with a view to avoid doubt
and confusion, a Notification be inserted in the last Gazette of each month by some
competent anthorit{, declaring whether the establishments are entitled to higher,

lower, or no batta for that month.

Accountani- General,

(Signed)  L.C. PROBYN,
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