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~Readthe following papers =’ < . i

o

L. . .sioner for Madras, to -J. I GARSTIN, Esq.,: Additional Secretary to
S Government, Revenue Department, dated 8th May 1877, No. 431, o
T HAVE the 'hdpbftd'acknowlédgé receipt of G.O,, No. 1,630, of 8rd instant
- and with reference to the question therein raised, to submit the fullowing remarke

* Richard Temple had, at Goondacul on the 24th April, picked out 41 men from a
e gang of 180, who, Trom weakness and _ emaciation, were obviously unfit for work,

| No. 541 From Surgoon-Major . R~CORNIST], F.R.C.S, Sanitary Cormis.

oo 2 In my répnﬁ;, dated 29th ‘Apri!; ‘I ‘'mentioned that the Honorable. Sir -

-} and whom he consideted should be fed at a.relief-house without work,* Of these =
“wersons, 80 far ad could be ascertained, ‘only 12 had recently come on the
"t works, the remainder having been present for two or more months. : In addition to -~ »

il these 41, I noted 18 others who, in- my opinion, “were’ in"very feeble -condition. .
“As; at a previous inspestion on 23rd” February 1877, Dr. Hervey, Sir Richard .

* Temple’s medical attendant, specially: comments “on “ the fine physique of the

3

't relief-camps as unfit to work.” S S : S 7

3. I have, in former reports, commented on the great fluctuations which ocenr
in the units of gangs on relief-works. 'From a variety of causes the people met
with ‘at one' inspection are not to "be found at. a subsequent inspection, For

T

. inspection made conjointly with myself on Thursday, the3rd instant, there were
' presqut of the 100 persons— - D IR IR R T o
. K L | ‘ }Ien. P ) & . L ) i S , vew .'.“_ . '.'-_‘ 12 ‘: “: ‘,’.A'“
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[ 4.7 'Now the experience of tho Palaveram works is. the eXperience more or

'} less of every relief-work in the .couatry, - Of the people who ¢omo to ‘work, some

few remain permauently, but the great majority are constantly shifting from week

_experience in the Bellary District, are turned out of the gangs by the maistrics, or

. else give up in despair and wait quietly at home to die, . " oo

' 5. Tam quite aware of the fact 4hat in the several labor-gangs are to be met
! many persons who have not been perceptibly reduced in flesh or strength, anqd -

o

g [
. I3

' Goondacul gangs, the only inference I can draw from the fact is, that, to quote Sir .

-ﬂmf Y‘is,'"*imore"than " thréé’-fonrths"fof the individuals whose’ ﬁeighwts, bagég,' and
- weights were specially registered, were not at the works two months subsequently, - _

f-Richard Temple’s own words, the men had been getting ¢ thinner and thinner” and - -
“ weaker and weaker, till at last they have ‘had to be drafted off to gratuitous

) instance, Dr. vanSomeren, about two months ago, weighed 25 men, 25 women, 25° -
-} boys, and 25 girls (total 100) of the. rclief laborers at Palaverah,’ and &t an

};to week, and ‘month to month. The weakly ones 1 ‘imagine, from A, Howe’s -

= their presence amongst the laborers, no doubt, tends to the support of the view that = -
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Revenue Department, 28th May 1877, No. 1,835. 1 [ S e T e SRS : — AT
e i o e ‘_/‘l\L R Revenue Department, 28th May 1877, No. 1,835 . - .. ]
L L e P S LT AR S S S PE S BRI TR P ST PUTL AU PERE A a Ay i : I i - CEe
- the relief wage is, 'in_ itself, sufficient’ to keep. a man’in. heslth und strensdii! oo N P \ S S S L : o
+~ According to my experience, these well-to-da looking people are maifly c.anposed | - BRI v.eiw"?},i’wt though very certain, process. It s easy enough fo make assertions on -
cof two elasses. ey - L T i e ; WA .} either view oi the case when®proof is impracticable. The difliculty lies in following . ¢
L S T T INPRIR IS RS S TS I LS COR PR SES DN E T PR M "t out the‘hmtory of a sullicient number-of individuals. As regards those weakened by -
(1) Of small land-holders and servanta of ryots who have obvinmsly other  .:: /i i { Insuflicient food, it seems quite obvious that the tendency wounld be to their
" means of livelihood, besides what they get from the Government relief. . - " ‘ | elimination from the working gangs and to their joining the ranks of the sickand. . '
1 (2.) Of the flesh-eating castes to whom the famino has bronght ah enormous .+ | thediseased, which swells s largely tho mortality bills of the famine districts. . DR
- supply of cheap and nourishing food, and  who:have _beenj excoptionally A -“‘-f But hoyvever this may be, I.must again take my stand on the insufi- R
" well off during the period when' cattle were dying or being sold for .a R : . ciency of the famine wage to supply the food necessary for the physiological require- ~ SRS S
* % mere trifle to the lower castes who use animal food: o0 iim v o L IR - -.».iments of the body. The practical rosults show that the wages have been inade- S B }
S TS RN P R SR RN O T ALY T LU RIS TS LI L TR AT TR I (. | quate to keep the people stesldin' at work, and the increasing numbers of persons R i3
6,7 A very cloz¢ and minute inspection of relief laborers ‘in various parts of s - s unfitted for work show that the famins reljef. has ot met fully the necessities of Pt
. the country has satisfied me that it is cliefly the above: classes who are i gond” - % the people in the way of keeping up their health and strength. That there are . -

- physical condition; and I think it has been tho presence of 80 many 0_[ ﬂ‘e,ﬁf»'sh-;}i 7‘ I , . { many able:!aodied persons still remaining on relief-works I very gladly admit ; but - ¢ ¢ %
~eating  classes amongst the gangs that: has tended to give wrong impressions i 1 o 'l do not think that they have had to thank the famine wage for their present o P,
. regarding the actual coudition of the people 88 a whole. .07 .m0 7 o T * i condition, while I am quite certain that in the case of those who bave had no - £ -
7. From the eonstant changes golng on in the indiyiduals of the several = E ;’other means of support, or in those unable or unwilling to use the abnormal supply o
'gangs on relief labor, it ia clear that there is the greatest’ difficulty in tracing out {1 ', 1~  iof cheapanimal food, the effccts have been, and will be, disastrous. L

' the effects of wages on their health nad strength; Lut the impressions of famine - -~} - - ~t 12,7 Linfer from the present” Minute by Sir Richard Temple; as well as
' officers like Megsrs, Price, Griblle, Oldham, Murrsy, Forricks, ‘and others, wha ;' © © = 7 -~ : .ifrom some of his earlier reports, that he supposes the rescue of persons who have

‘have had daily opportunities of bbservations, cadnot be likely wet aside, and I'think. |~ = '+- X ;-tfallen into’ a weak and emaciated “state from prolonged ill-feeding to be a ver

‘thire can be no reasongble donbf that of the vast number who go for ai short time™ -2} .- v :simple matter, necestitating only care and the judicious use of nourishing food.

“on relief-works and then leave them, many do so from & eonviction that the wage . Tl . i But iy own warnings to the Governraent have all along ‘been distinct on this

_is insufiicient for ths maintenance of their heslth and  strength, and that mauy of - . R . " rpoint, that chronic starvation is a disease practically beyond remedy, and that more .
' these gradually drift into a low' condition and die in their homes, or ultimately' R { good will result from keeping the population from falling into a low state  than
;,.f‘mme in great numbers on sur gratuitqus;f_e;fg;dirg gamps. A B from any s}xbsequeqt ‘effurf‘s to save life in the case of: 'ghose whose vitaljty has
Yo ;re;}ort' on’ ‘Bellary I nliuded 1o the ensa Ac»f' & man who had been on + 3 been‘lmpemlled by insuflicient food fq.r.a lonig period of time. If the famine has
‘relief-works, but whose wife died of starrgiion, and sfterwards ‘two children died = . . i ST taught us any tlgng at all, it has cortainly shown us what a very dang?‘r ous con
‘in the same way, the third child being ks s hopoless stutd whon eaw it and tho - 2B ) - : , f}d‘tlo“ chronig ill-feeding - ml{l bring the peoplg to, and the extreme difEenity el 0yl
father himself so stricken that T deubt if hecan curvive, 1! L S S .';,‘:revt’nedymg tbls condition .by_tkhe mqst'carg‘fui and hemane system of treatment. -

’ .
s L PR Poe s g DV e g gy B LR IR RN E A A & ) Lo ) 4 i T s o T . . " Y e . _“
' 8.7 (lovermmzent are wellaware of  the rapld. and enormous inereaso of gratai- B ey 2 The great facts to be borne in mind in connection with the system of

 fogs relief,—not for young children or old people ealy; Tut to thoss in the prime .~ ©- 0 A :;felief-worka is the constant shifting of the units of the gangs, the general prepon-
-of life,—in all the distressed districts.” This 15'a sure iurﬁicaﬁgh of increasing weak- . 7 ~« =~ ;derauce of ‘women in’ the gangs, thereby showing that some of the 3b13:b0d1€d :
- nogs and dimiﬁishing vitality smongst the laboring elagsed, | 10777 L A TR ‘ . male population have other sources .of employment and most probably of income
4. T dohsgidtion n s uine Gt o eyt wih it fn e Tho nexttwo, monthe will provo s very ortica tims foe those who huve
districts which have not hitherto requiréd spectal means of relicf, tells the samo - sull sireng v ’ s ) on ¥ puoiic - poiicy,

A o 7 Ik thié petispme Yo foe S 5 * highly important that work should be every where found for those who really need
Aadray, * Caddnpab i:zz)eﬂﬁlrt;;';!::b;:;g'nlssk;;:){ﬁg,‘:’1‘31::,):e¢2|§ R fit?or‘{heix? maintenance, end that it would be safer to err on the side of liberality. -
Chingleput, | " deaths in the et f&rbi:m7ftiistmricst§“"{;g" i - . _jin this respect updto_thsﬁ‘tlme‘ ‘whea the normal agricultaral employments®of the
N hieot. | Suowel, L per margin'were In the aﬂﬁ“‘ﬁf5'rﬁ‘ti'~j of ok L [ROOPRBIGESIIMCS, Ut
i BT S T e et 818 e thomsund of $he population, while' .| - +¢ 14, 1 sappose,no one has yet been able to frame anything like an estimate
in the remaining districts 'of the Presidency i (with the’ exception; of | Tinnevelly /10 -~} " . {of the effects of the famine on_the population, but, making due allowances for
rand South Canarn, the figures of which have not come to hand), the registered mor. - 1+ - o] ! defective registration .of mortality and for the inevitable. mortality that must
tality’ was only 232 per :thuusand. ' The peoplo, in fact, of the {4t ﬁizi%‘diatr feta in il 0 ' , L outlast the dearth of food, I have grounds for sapposing that the population of _the
i the month of February were dying nearly four timeg us fast as in’ uther fpai‘ls of the. & 5N ;affected districts will be reduced in eighteen months’ time by one-fifth or one-sixth
! Presidency, ¢ Cholera and ismall-pox Lave been gencral theoughout ':léca‘jglP‘residexi"rzyﬂ jof the number living before the. scarcity commenced. This, of course, is an
Bul if s only in the famine fracts that this exsessien myirlili . fias 5%;57 64‘»19;:‘;' e (éh JEALITIILE _testimate only based on the current birth and death-rates, and the present generally
SMigures for the: months of December and ‘Januvary are given in’ my Jettor and ol ;enfeebled condition of the working classes in the affected districts. -+ - . 7.
mmu@x%m;nm’ﬁmzﬁ;ﬁ nfﬁmApuK} P ; R ‘ | 4 e L b e ' LTI e e TR
19?25:?J@ﬂvhi:Si,'«;’in?#h*%?&femd to;brmldla. tu dispute’ or question ta fuct of tha T e s e e T e e T
conzectiva hetween the famine aud morfality. of the papulation. | The eonnoetion CONS [ SR S Y v ) Y YREEE _
bebween tho ¢sparimpntal faniae wogs and (he omealie of the Labcse nretien {No.542.  Trom the samo officer, dated 11th May 1877, No. 484, = ..~ ="
was) to trace, for the reason that the fabur “gangs fAluctrate sa -:vio}eg;uy‘ @;,'zégm;,}‘;; N I i * W reference to Minute' No. 191, by the Houarable Sir’ Richard Temple,
their perginmpl inatlk{we‘ica.h uot-trace ‘out the “history’ of 'the " jnd ividﬂg ‘workepd 11 {published in the Gazetle of Tudia of the :;thxqstant, page—,1 ha\:e tho honor to state,
with the pregision that 1s°s0: desirable’ in an'e gperizent like that of Sirt Richard ' : {for the information of His Grace in Council, that my letter, No. 431, of 8th May, =
 Temple's; snd sécondly tha destraction of life by ¢hicnie insuficienay of food is a ' {was not intended as a complete reply to that Minute, but merely to answer the
RELL LR EHS e e T B e {question put to me by Goyernment in G.0., No. 1,630, of 3rd May, as to the Sth . -
}paragraph_of‘tlf_t}hr“'~ S [ S AN A FEE SRR RN PR
P S /// B2 O T N A B R
; s ,
AT SRS ST TR o
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No. 542-A.

2 I am reluctant to prolonn' a controvemy on qgas xo-ns' which the Gee

: ment can practically decide from its. overy day experience of the course of. tho -
- faminoe as well as I can ; but I da not wish it to be inferred that bacauss I am silent’

the statcments contamed in Sir  Richard . lemples Minute "are  unauswoerable,

‘Minute asa whole; but I do not think any further observations are needed fromn me’

.on public grounds, and I bave no persanal wxsh to cnter 1urther xuto the quumom

txssue. R

4

B
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- With the permission of Grovernment, I might, if considered advisable, reply to tha

‘ "' ORDER THERFOS, 3m my 1877’ \*o. 1335 o
4 . T ch‘mmz:o mth referencsto G 0 :
. Miscellancous. of 220 May 1877, No. 1,788, by which
S the mte of wages lxas bnen rm-.ed
C N (Txua Extract ) A
- (Sl'rued) SRR GARSTIN,
LR e e A«Hmmal Secretary ta (:overnmmf
Mo ca e
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