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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

28th May 1877, No. 1,835.

Famine Relief.
Read the following papers :—

No. 541, . From Surgeon-Major W. R.‘CO_PENISH, F.R.C.S,, Sanitary Commis-
sioner for Madras, to J H. GARSTIN, Esq., Additional Secretary to
Government, Revenue Department, dated Sth May 1877, No. 431.

I Have the honor to acknowledge receipt of G.0., No. 1,630, of 3rd instant,
and with reference to the question $herein raised, to submit the following remarks,
2. In my report, dated 29th April, T mentioned that the Honorable Sir
Richard Temple had, at Goondacul on the 24th April, picked out 41 men from a
gang of 180, who, from weakness and emaciation, Wwere obvicusly unfit for work,
and whom he eonsidered should be fed at a. relief-house without work, Of these
‘spersons, so far af could be ascertained, only 12 had recently come on the
works, the remainder having been present for two or more months, . In addition to
these 41, I noted 18 othcrs who, in my opinion, were in very fee condition.
As. at a previous inspection on 23rd February 1877, Dr. Herve Sir  Richard
Temple’s medical attendant, specially comments on the fine physique of the
Goondacul gangs, the only inference I can draw from the fact is, that, to quote Sir
chard Temple’s own words, the men had been getting ““ thinner and thinner” and
“ wéaker and weaker, till at t they have had to be drafted off to gratuitous
relief-camps as unfit to work.’ 3

3. I have, in former reports, commented on the great fluctuations which oceur
in the units of gangs on relief-works. From a rariety of causes the people met
with at one inspection are not to be found at a subsequent inspection. For
instance, Dr. vanSomeren, about two months ago, weighed 25 men, 25 women, 25-
boys, and 25 girls (total 100) of the relief laborers at Palaveram, and at an
inspection made eonjointly with myself on Thursday, the 3rd instant, there were
presqut of the 100 persons—

Men® ...

Women ...

Boys
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that is, more than three-fourths of the individuals whose heights, ages, and
weights were specially registered, were not at the works two months subsequently.

4. Nowy the experience of the Palaveram works is the experience more or
lesa of every relief-work in the .country. Of the people who come to work, some
few remain permauently, but the great majority are constantly shifting from week
to week, and month_to month. The weakly ones I imagine, from Mr, Howe’s
experience in the Bellary District, are turned out of the gangs by the maistries, or
else give up in despair and wait quietly at home to die,

5. 1 am quite aware of the fact 4hat in the several labor-gangs are to be met
many persons who have not been perceptibly reduced in flesh or strength, and
, their presence amongst the laborers, no doubt, tends to the support of the view that
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veislow, though very certain, process. It is easy enongh to make assertions on
either view of the case when®proof is impracticable, The diffienlty lies in following
out the history of a sufficient number of individuals. As regards those weakened by
insuflicient food, it secems quite obwious that the tendency wonld be to their
elimination from the working gangs and to their joining the ranks of the sick and
the diseased, which swelly so Jargely the mortality bills of the famine districts,

- 11, But however this may be, I must again take my stand on the insuffi-
ciency of the famine wage to supply the food necessary for the physiologieal require-
ments of the body. Tne practical results show that the wages have been inade-
quate to keep the people steddily at work, and the increasing numbers of persons
unfitted for work show that the famine relief. has not mat fully the necessities of
+he people in the way of keeping up their health and strength. That there are
mary able-bodied persons still remaining on relief-works I very gladly admit ; but
I do not think that they have had to thank the famine wage for their present
condition, while I am quite certain that in the case of those who have had no
other means of support, or in those unabla.or unwilling to use the abnormal supply
of cheap animal food, the effocts have been, and will be, disastrous.

12. I infer from the present’ Minnte by Sir Richard Temple, as well as
from some of his earlier reports, that he supposes the rescue of persons who have
fallen into & weak and emaciated¥state from prolonged ill-feeding to be a very
simple matter, neces8itating only care and the judicious use of nourishing food.
But iny own warnings to the Government have all along been distinct on this
point, that chronic starvation is a disease practically beyond remedy, and that more
good will result from keeping the pepulation from falling into a low state than
from any subsequent efforts to save life in the case of those whose vitality has
been imperilled by insufficient food for a long period of time. If the famine has
taught us anything at all, it has certainly shown us what a very dangercus con-
dition chromie ill-feeding will bring the people to, and the extreme difienlty of
remedying this condition by the most careful and humane system of treatment.

13. The great facts to be borne in mind in connection with the system of
relief-works is the constant shifting of the units of the gangs, the general prepon-
derauce of women in the gangs, thereby showing that some of the able-bodied
male population have other sources of ecmployment and most probably of income
also. The next two months will prove a very critieal time for those who have
still strength to work, and it geems to methat, on gronnds of publie policy, it is
highly important that work should be every where found for those who really need
it for their maintenance, and that it would be safer to err on the side of liberality
in this respect up to the time when the normal agricultural employments-of the
people are resuined.

14. I suppose,no one has yet been able to frame anything like an estimate
of the effects of the famine on the population, but, making due allowances for
defective registration -of mortality and for the inevitable mortality that must
outlast the dearth of food, I have grounds for supposing that the population of the

‘affected districts will be reduced in eighteen months’ time by one-fifth or one-sixth

of the number living before the s«ia.rcity commenvced. This, of course, is an
estimate only based on the current birth and death-rates, and the present generally
enfeebled condition of the working classes in the affected distriets,

No. 542. From the same officer, dated 11th May 1877, No, 484,

Wirn reference to Minute No. 191, by the Honorable Sir Richard Temple,
published in the Gazetle of India of the Hthinstant, page—-, I have the honor to state,
for the information of His Grace in Couneil, that my letter, No, 431, of Sth May,
was not intended as a complete reply to that Minute, but merely o answer the
question put to me by Goyernment in G.0., No. 1,630, of 3rd May, as to the Sth
paragraph of}hat }im . ioses  plate e o R
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