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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
. REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
) , 5th May 1877, No. 1,649-A.
e T  Fomine Relief.

e <2 Readtb.e following ]J”‘P‘;"";“J . rimd R s 4
No. 117-A,  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th April 1877,

Eohn ¢

3 Read the following letter from A, J. STUART, Esq., Aeting Collector of Tinne.
T - velly, to H. E.STOKES, Esq., Secretafy to the Board of Revenue, dated

17th April 1877, No. 297. e :
1 mave the honor to forward herewith in original (to be returned) the Famine

Report, with its enclosure, rgcei_sred‘.’ from the Head Assistant Collector for the
| month of March 1877, dated the 5th instant, No, 110. + ,
I At s QG & SRt i £ T
t ol i ‘ Encrosvex No.1. il i 4
@ i 3 .» Acting Head Assistant Collestor, to A, J. STUART, Esq. >
L o Wb ohn: dabed Titicutin, Ses ABMEARTE, Mo ir0 | e Asting
I mAvE the houor ta submit my second Monthly Famine Report for the month of March lass, -
& | during which affairs have not only maintained the favorable aspect reported in my last, bus have
& . improved ovﬁng to the liquid treasares poured down by the ploudg thx:qe weeks ago. The rain
- supplied tanks and wells with water v_vherevvith n;én and eattle can drink. Cotton plants were
ik * sustained by it, so that they may furnish a second crop. It enabled ploughing to begin for the
il sowing of dry graing, such as cholum, kaddakanni and oil-seeds, such as gingelly, It afforded
i . pasture for cattle and softened the soil g0 as to make easier the work of digging wells and repair-
. ing tanks in which the laboring poor are actively engaged.
e R e mamber efreuotfes o Feliefworks, which was 344 at the end of last month, has how.
} | everrisen to 875. This increaso was not unexpected, and is due to two causes : first, to the return
of emigrants from the temporary employment they were _"btmm“g elsewher_e s and, secondly, to the
, & nature of the work on which they are employed, he villagers are so anxious to get their tanks
e repaired that they can get their poor to work upon them at even the low rates we offer. The
i . work is turned out at less than the Public Works Department rates.
4 3. The number of those gratuitously fed has also increased from 83 at the end of February
41 to 319 at the end of last month. This also was not unexpected, and is owing to the causes indicat-

B . edinmy former report. The existence of the two relief-camps at Oottipadaram and Vilatti-

colum, where lepers, the halt, the lame and the blind, and orphan and deserted children can obtain

~ sustenance, is now known in every village, and_ \}h'o:se who depended on private chari iy Botake e
. now either sent or come to us for support. Inquiries are made and none but those who are dest.

. tute are received, and on my inspection the, other dgy I could not find one soul whom I could
| rightly have turned away. DBesides the two Government relief-camps there is one here at Tati-
.. corin § pporbéd‘é;#ﬁrely by private @b?mp&z?ug, e , | |

: 4, 'The system of inspection remains as it was, and the ;@gmiﬁh have been duly impressed

L with the responsibility attaching to them of supplym’g the wants of the starving destitute g

B infirm, The total expenditure to the end of the mouth from Famine Funds was Re, 2,9 i e

" which only Its. 401-12-2, spent upon paupers, was not remunerative. The balance has been almost

il e!miusi-vely expended on the ‘r‘epairawa irrigation. works. I am sanguine that my former

|+ estimato of future expenditure willmot be exeveded, and that Rs. 2,500 a~month will il

i *vresent meqs_.m nds upon the Treasury fo the relief of distress in my division, calow.
e ﬁ:ﬁ’ month was about Rs. 2,300. A mistake was made in my last report in

| ‘suying Re. 1,500 had then been épent ; it shodld have heen about Ba. €00 only. Rs. 900 apper.

- taining to Local Funds was wrongly ineluded. [\ :

' 5. Tothe above expenditure must be adlled Rs, 5,000 which has already been advanced
- under the Laud Improvement Act, but that amount is of course Tocoverablo, and will thurip s
- not entail any loss to Government ultimately, while it is relieving us of the Waitack of) cais

lble-bﬂdled il otk e : |

6. The condition of the people and cattle is generally good. There is disease 3
§  Dutnot to an abuormal extent. The people on our works are in good condition and gg:ggtgm
© 1thas not been nocessary to make any of the relaxations indicated by the Government in the gegle
(/O wagen Wi, el sy giperied | i ‘ ment |
~ brisk,’ Nine

Lhars in

Wi

peots continue bright ; the mportation of rice increases, private trade being +

asion, ?Blj‘to«mﬁ!m uy favorable report of last month.
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seers of rive can now be had for the Rupee, and prices have still & tendency to fali, |
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