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~ Famine Relief. : & P 3y
No. 114,  Read the following letter from Surgeon-General €. A. *mgmm’ '
Honorary Physician to the Queen, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue )

dated Forg St, George, 20th April 1877»,i No. 118-77 :— " Hhs AR

With r@fe':bnee to P;gceedings of the Mafdra} éovernment, No. ‘1,385, dated 10th

1877, I have the honor to inform you that Surgeon-General Swmith, Indian Medical Dy,
- and myself together inspected the baupers at the| Monegar Choultry and Red Hills Campg

 view to form a joint opinion as to the present cl;ndiuien of shqse*"’pa.uipea and whether
they are now receiving ig an’ﬁcient to keep them i bealbh,. /a8 o5 i ; XY
1 have nigw the honor to forward herewith o mpo?ts’. ts in regard to these su bjects for s
race the Governor in Council. 5 . i f?_

* Report on the State of (he Paupers in the Relief Camp, Red Hills, agreeably
# p : o G.0., No. Ii,885_, o . Ap?‘izl, o7y PRI o : L

1. On the 14th of April 1877 we visited . - ~=%p at the Red Hills. At that ¢

it contained 1,584 pauper men, 1,802 wowen, ana 1,545 chi Oven, making a total of 4,931 pe
Of these, the numbers sick in hospital were 27 f, 23 wor’ %, and 49 children, or 4 total of’
~ The eamp was opened on the Lth of Janna;cy last, from wOlch time till the present the averag
~ mumbers of persons in it have been 2,728 adults including’ both sexes and 1,482 children

total deaths 874 of the former and 407 of the lazﬁég.f | §

! . L

s 2. The classes of persons represented in bﬁi&_qgmp.-se’(ejmsd similar to those in the Mg

iy camp ~ Besides those, ‘however, We. were_infotm«.i‘ that considerable numbers are brought in

‘ ~ the main road, they being unable to continue theip joura_e; farther towards the place to which
may be proceeding ; the surrounding villages sen

; Aare ¢ Police and brought in often i
adv: stage of exhaunstion or: disease. We were struck 'with what seemed to us g |
proportion of young persons, that is, boys and girls, among the inmates than was the case
ﬁ gar Relief Camp. ‘ y %) o Uk sovent :
3. Many of the more recent arrivals #re emgeiated and, weak, their food having, -
ing to accounts of some of them, consisted for somé time back of raggi, that is, the grains of a
 two species of Eleusine _:md’ cooked rice, and tigm mall quantities. As at the Moneg
" however, so here, there is a class of persons evide originally in respectable positions
farmers whose means have failed them as 4 resuls he prevailing drought and famine
- for the time being, are forced to seek such reljef : camp aﬂ‘ptda. A cousiderable g
- of these seem to have been reduced to a Jow state ysique bofore they applied fop
‘into camp. It does not appear that out-door relie l%b en at this camp. Indeed, from g}
of its locality, far from any considerabls fown, re would probably be SO parativel

*

j‘.

In several important respects the paupe the Red Hi:lls enjoy great ady.

p itself has the advantages of
ildings : the paupers are o
1 day, thus having the tonip
8 said, able to pick up mol]
lake, to pluck an oceasiongl’
ir allo ance of food by gn
f giving charity are ng
their regular food is rendered
among the commodigic in
garlic, soap-nut, dholl, beg
cheroots, . |

& —féfn_ the Monegar Relief Camp. The site of
g:: exposure to the breeze, absence of sarronn
- wander away from their huts and to be out of dg
arising therefrom. In addition to this they
Genera Ampullaria and Unio, or fish in the adj

_made to them by villagers and passers.bye, -whogs‘
‘That they manage also to obtain little sdditions
nee in the near vicinity of the eamp of &

tton, salted fish, rice, ehillies,'.pawn. salt, b
jus, tarmeric, cakes of several kinds, ﬁr’eq?oﬁ

5. There is no créche asin the camp at
rents and lefv: others, as already stated,
.. Many of thosc seen by us were emaciated
live for any considerable length of time ; were in be
rimed, as a result of experience gaing d in’ the camp, thas
sion into it suffer from any form of d ultimately
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The bodies of the dead in oamp are i,;é:gmd,
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that 374 adults and 407 children have

that
who have died shortly after admission, Wit]
auy fixed ratio of deaths for 4 continuons per

.

amine has been, protracted, and this cireuinstanc

siguificance at the present time in regard to! the di

~ “the mortality among the adnlts wag appalligg, but

could of conrse enter at length in
and that in Madras. We consider w*

t
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appearance in good health,

of opinion that grounds exist
Dot being quickly smeliorater their
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precaution being taken against injury to the

living arising now cr hereafter from this ciromostance. The general results given above lindicate
i died lsince the first establishment of the cawap, that is, a
Tabig &"7 1,000 per week of 12-29 of the former, and 1853 of the lagter. It is observed, however,
ese numbers included the classes bronght to the camp in the last stage of exhanstion and

li regard to the adults, the return does not._u_!dlc?lw

od. In the case of children, however, it is different ;

the weekly desth-rate has in the mass nndergone & steady increase according as the durasion of the

¢ according to our view has a very important

rect and remote effects of existing conditions

~ Wpon the general population, With referfnce to the rates of mortality in this camp, the
Ay ‘Mmmwner of Police informe ns ag with regard to the Msnegar Camp so with the

o Red Hills
the state of the fresh admissions during the

bast three weeks has been getting worse, dnd I Bto wi there a8 the
: S B worss, an suspect mortality will go up again 4t=3e
3?:5{%‘2 ncreasos and hecomes more folt nf;r wards 1 obmerve #htzs whi%e in my¥ remm~£°f 3:,2
April the remaining sick at Red Hills were 73, for this week {14th April) they were 98.
to & ¢ aparison of :

the statistics as given with regard ”%c:n:é’
‘e figures sufficiently tell their OWR

would be a comparatively profitl; o= this report by giving {)mi"“,la““ﬁi;?ch g
obvious to all who care to refer m: MR Hatistical tables themselves. ~
y ; { ¥

e Concrustons, Iy o
H’RL With vegord to t?ze, present health of the Paupers in the Relief Camp ab fke.

- (@) We consider that thoss who i ® been for & considerable period in camp 8ré 0 8ll
4 (83 Those more recently admitte chibited a more or less abraded tongue, and in some

instances other indications o eranged health. With respect to this class We e
antieipating that, in the event of their circum

condition will rapid]y bhecome WO)‘S‘, it con-

- siderable mortalify will eocar mong the : o suryive will be in 3
R4 et T RO WY WILL Bobap .« aem, and that those who suryive Wit 55
(a3 condition such amﬂi'unﬁt,téwzm to resume labor., 5 "

persons we entertain very grave apprehensions.
‘& belief that both these classes will hereafter

& greater extent than has been the case upm?ﬂ:ha
n’ﬁmbe: perish if conditions remain as they BOW &
veceiving is sufficient to heep them in health.

¢ number of Ave T
mp shortly after it was first established, have Qe?ﬁ!;eg

persons, partioularly those who wero

- ol condition, 'That

resent time in good ot
- extent indicative that their diet has been suficion
seen, however, that many persons have
although in none apparently to any £reat ¢
admitted and whose conditions have been recor de
for any
oy t

been able
reat extent.

conelder it the prosnt. et o Insufiien”

* fime arrives for them to do so0.
£ung children we consider the present

« the time being, bus MaBeen
o Bupply thern with a reserve i

goale of diet
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ 6th May 1877. -

an Inspection of Paupers in the Monw gﬂ;ﬁﬂﬁouﬂfy Jeolisf Camp made in.
Hegare o aaccfrdance‘ with G.0., No. 1,385, dated 10th dpril 1877. '

1. - On the 12th April 1877 we made a careful inspection of the paupers in the relief camp
of the Monegar Choultry. The establishment was opened for its preseut purpose on She 4th of
Decembgr 1876, and has been fully oceupied since that date. The inmates at the time of our

<cit numbered 1,063 men, 1,037 women, and 1,201 children, making a total of 3,301 persons,
Egthese there were sick 101 wen, 42 women, and 88 children. oo L
" 3 Wo personally examined and inquired into the physical coudition of a number of them
taken precisely in the order in which they were arranged within the camp ; we then similarly
mhﬁ)ﬁ a number of those who had been longest in the camp ; took a general survey of the whele,
g:ludfng adults and children, and those srek in hospital. ‘ e e
" 3. The site of the camp is tolerably open and somewhat elevated above the adjoining parts . |
f th ‘town. The surface consists of a layer of saxd, it is said, of very considerable. timknegs. 5
The neiehbourhood, however, is_dirty ; its soil apparently imprognated with the accumulated filth
; € ne faﬁdﬁ s ; on one side, and at an inconsiderable Qj-g;:nce, the position is bounded by gardens,
e eonservancy of which is defective, and & raues onative huts, the condition of which is
Haipatme ble ; on two others, thickly-crowded habi ~extend at a small distance, the condition
Gbleﬁt“i:;-s es and enclosures being offeusive _*hat is, the east side, the vicinity is
(’flfs eb! open. In the still hours of morning, how .-2yoffensive odour was perceptible
tolera gmpin the locality. These conditions must [zcessarily tend to impair the health-standard
e‘;"?" pasioss -éx.pased to them, and naturally sugge '-},he propriety of the numbers so exposed being
:e,;“géﬁ ag far as other circumstances permit, SR B
4. The water-supply, good and abundant, is ' tained partly from wells, partly from a tank 2
“s ua eveavated by the paupers themselves, the ater of which is said to be geod. No separate
- c&mp,\ems for ablation exist. The paupers how fer, who are able to work, are marched once
R a:;ﬁeg +he beach and made to hathe within the 1, e of surf. '
aw 5. It has been found necessary to issue cou jon cloths to many of the paupers in camp,
‘narticalarly to women, to the aged of both sexc:, and to children. In some instances such
by of eotton matesial, in ethers of woollen “the average costof each being one rupee.
%Oth: a:fce bags are similarly utilised, some being  orn after the manner of & proncho.
mp g Sanitary inspections of the inmates are regularly made ; such as are ill ave immediately P
§to hospital. The condition of the camp generally is also carefully supervised. ~Conservancy is s
oy ‘dpeﬁctiveljr maintained. The nature of the surface soil facilitates this. An extensive R
ea,gzly ”;nddr pen serves a8 & latrine ; the excreta are instantly removed before they have had time
,ap%n shed bed ; they are placed in closed carts and removed shree times a day. The several duties
i de this head. are performed by hired labor from without, 'Toties or sweepers are employed in
unger U riion of one to every hundred inmates of the camp. Urine tubs are placed in the several
the p!’:lo):o“ oot;ﬁpied by the paupers for use by night being withdrawn during the day-time.
‘ ..d‘?’m’m » is surrounded by & double fence of bamboo with an intervening layer of prickly-pear
branches to prevent a5 far a5 possiblo clandestine egress sud ingross. A fire engine is on the
romises in case of need. One hut ouly has as yet been destroyed by conflagration.
#ra 7. The occapants of the camp include several distinct classes of paupers, each of Which
its own characteristics, although it may be said of the mass shat thoy have only applied for
has i "o‘nﬂto‘ the cawp when absolutely driven to it by eith‘gz aetual or prospective want, many of
.admmg; ving remained at their homes as long as it 'yas possible for them to do so. Among these
them there are (1) those who came to the camp at an early period of the famine and before the
classes of want had sctuslly reduced their physique to & material extent ; (2) those, whether e
P “m-%t,‘ or residents, who were admitted at a laser period, having from one canse _or another AT
SR I ed ab their homes and borne the bruut of the famine go far. Of these, one section are able, $i:7
e by tho small money stors they have not yes g:hnmi by the proceeds of lsbor, or it may '
SHEHOE {{ presents from frieuds outside, to procury for themselves food and condiments which, -
bg:%?:s their quantity may be, yet have a considerablo influence upon the physical sondition of g
. s{_ln resipients ; (3) another class, and the more numerous, come in in a state of lowered physique, B
; iﬁ;ﬁﬁvm@é their admission had no provision wiitever save the daily ration issued to them,

g The puupers arc accommodated in spaous huts of bamboo frame-work and leave

e o o ;&mm# suitable manner that the ng're of the position Will permit. In geuem;
~ arrangement they face east and west ; they are placed in successive parallel ranges ; the means
BT fpprﬂamﬂm deficient in individual huts, and the dmhgngg _between the hats insufficient ; in 4
i J"gwmf@{_'insemm not more than 20 feet. ,Thgceatt of cach hut is at the rate of Rupees 1-8.9

s A

¢ hospital wards for males and females respectively contained only patients affscteq

s diroctly caused by famine. The cases were for the most pars of dysentery anq
diarrhoes, accompanied by very great emaciation

opsies and =dematous swellings of the limbs.
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of the person, and in a considerable
e convalescent ward was occupied by
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