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ERNARD g { {Oﬂ
- | : RD, Esq., c.s.1., Beere- | \J -
T GARSTIN, Esq., Additional g
 Seoretary 10 ta GioVeruus. » dated Cuddalore, ¥th April

" By direction of Sir Richard Tem, the honor to forward ¢ f

minute mwb 7 him in which he sugy use of coal on the Madr(a);gyR(:zilt.l

ways as some check against the destructi  cests in the Madras Presidency,

i M'z'mtte by Sir Riéfsard Tem,le, ,dt ‘dalore, 18¢h Apri7 1877.
Taers is a point connected with the sup,., o the several railways of the Madras

sdency which has a bearing upon the rainfall aia - rospects of future harvests, and which
fﬁe::ire toy represent to the Madras Government, as fo >

2. 'The failure of the peripdical {aing and the ec uent loss of crops seem to ba b i
more frequent in Southern India. '1‘_hls circumsbaner _attnbufed by many, with muche:lgﬁigf
probability, to the gradual denudation of the fores ith which the country used to ahound.
The effects are felt throughout the Presidency' ger , but more particularly in those traets

IR i

hich adjoin the courses or upper courses of some ivers upon which irrigation work
and small, depend. One potential causo of thisd  m bas been, and stil 20y s o
fuel for the consamption of the locomotives on the ailways, -

3. As one instance out of a great many I we tion that at this moment there i g
stood to be a contract between the Madras Raﬂ* ompany and a native contr a:{:;sfz:dte{e
gupply of a very large quantity of wood fuel—a quf  large enough to cause a heavy drain, if
not an utter exhaustion, of the particular forests © 1ich the supplies are drawn. 1t unforta-
nately happens that these forests lie, as I under  ear the upper course of the Palar river.-
Their destruetion doubtless tends to aggravate the Imtﬁ which hangs more and more over the
water-supply of this river. And such uncedab  jeuliarly unfortunate, ingsmuch as from
this river are drawn the chanuels which fill'an e series of tanks for irrigation in the
districts of North Arcot and Chx_ngleput. Salc 5 thxs. river descend in seasonable and
propitious floods. One year it will come down  olent inundation, demolishing its dams
tearing up its channels, breaching its tanks. Ar  rear it will leave them all ‘high and dr”
1 merely adduce this as a type of what is going o©  "2n and in too Jnany parts of the country,
‘and which is in part at least attributable to denw  f forests, s

. 4. Of conrse there are difficulties arising  ivate rights with reference to the pre-

gervation of forests. There are also many mel fercomiug those difficulties. I am now

 addressing wyself to one measure only for mitivat  evil, viz, the diminution of the demand
which is at present go greatly stimulated by ”mi tequirements for wood fuel ' re:

‘ | ‘ R
; 5. The question immediately arises why she st the Madras Railwa i
samo way as do the E. I. Railway, the E. B. Hail, © 6. L P. Railway, gebgfg;gg ey
way, and various of the State Railways. The Mad (ilway, it is true, does not ey e
the heart of a rich coal basin as the East Indian R \does, nor does it touch a conl fiold ot
any of its extremities as the G. I. P. Railway does.  Sowpared with any other of the railwase
mentioned, it is favorably situated. 1t touches th iScoast at Madras and Beinore. bkl aE
either of Sl}eaapﬁmwm land English and Aust 8 cosl at the same rate per s T

G. I P. Railway does at Bombay, and as both the s rn lines do at Madras and N,
Tuticorin. _And although from a commercial eompirading at its own risk, m;s;g;&m: |
_might be offered to a course which will ur.loubtedi g ol ' s
oA SR Pl e i eat that this is acase where present
sample case. | gill [Pk a8 w’ma T ihe pi e g moat
thoughtful men will, aggravate the calamity of famit e, =i m  mo
6. The increased cost, as far as the Madras lay Cc
* many years to come to fall upon the Government, antmay |
estimate of its amount. kR
7. The cost of working 2,400,000 train miles
Bisset, be approximately 8,00,000 Rupees at the
" Qompany. Cousidering the advantages of the two
of working the same number of trainemiles with cozl
Rupées. And when local enterprise enters into th ness
coast ports of Madras, it is not wnre ble
et R R R i

mpany is mmed, is hk 1
 possible to form an. sppm:igg
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. “Secretary to Sir Richard Temple, .
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r to forward copy of a Minute re-
him in which he suggests the use of
n the Madras Railways as some check
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. tential cause of this- denudatwn has been and

1t unfortunately happens that these f.ﬁ

<

Minute by Sir Richard Tem?le,“' Wi
Cuddalore, 18th April, 1877, ;

lhere is a point connected with th supply
of fuel to the several railways of the vaadra‘;

Presidency which has a bearing upor Be rain-

fall and the prospects of future har its, and
which I desire to represent to th, et
Govermnent as follows :— ot

2. The fallw!e of the periodical m,ms and
the consequent loss of crops seem to beﬂbgcom-
ing more frequent, m Southem India. This
circumstance is attnbuted by many, w&h much
show of probability, to the gradual, denudation

.of the forests with Which the country used ta

abound, 'The effects are felt throughout the
Presidency generally, but more parttcﬁlariy in
those tracts which ad]om the courses or upper
courses of some of the rivers upon whlch irriga-
tion works, great and small, depend. One po-

still is, the demand of fuel for the consumption
of the locomotives on the several mtiway*s.

ta)

3. As one instance out of a great, many |
would mention that at this moment there is
understood to be a contract between tim Mad-
ras Railway Company and a native ccmtractor
for the supply of a very large qu'mntyiof wood
‘fuel—-—a quantity large enough to cause‘\a heavy
\drain, if not an utter exhaustion of therpartmw
lar forests from ‘which the supplics are

as I understand, near the upper course
Palar river.  Their destruction doubtless tends

to aggravate the uncertainity which hangs
~more and more over the Water~supp¥yl of this

river.  And stich uncertainty is pecukarly un-

 fortunate, 1 masmut,h as from this river are‘ drawn
‘the channels which fill an extensive senes of

tanks for irrigation in the dtstnct§ of North
Arcot and Chingleput. Seldom does tlns river
descend in seasonable and propntmts,s floods.
One year it will come down with violent inunda-
tion, demolishing its dams, tearing up its'chan-

!

Wédr:is _

e

wEYéX

_ pany

% A'anhmg ttS tanks Another year i will

i l;ea\aeb 7__'em all Iug'h and dry. 1 merely ailduce
this ag a type of what is going on to6 often

mb many parts of the country, and

‘5 in paxt at least attnbutable to denu-
datloiy of ferests g <

i course there are difficulties ansing
of private rights with reference to the pre-

‘vserva;,nn of forestd. There are also many
" meangof overcoming those difficulties. I ath

:
) ressmg myself to one measure only for
mitxga%g the evil, 2iz., the diminution of the

~ demand which is at present so greatly stimu-
‘lated by the railway requirements for wood

fuel A,r

rR The questlon immediately arises why
should not the Madras Railway burn coal in

the same way as do the E. I. Railway, the -

E. B. leway, the G. L. P. Railway, the O. and
R Rﬂw#y and various of the State Railways.
[adras Railway, it is true, does not pass
‘. fhe. heart of a rich epal’ ba.sm as the

.q does But compared with any

poﬁﬁ an ﬂand English and Australian coal

| at the same rate per tof as the G. I P

lway éoés at Bombay, and as both the south—
€8 do at Madras and Negapatam or Tuti-

"dmg at its ownrisk, grave objections

[N

mtg%t‘hs offered to a course which will undouBt-

; ﬁtst increase its expenditure on fuel, {4
L have to repeat that

th falamzty of famine in future.

f‘é ﬁmreased cost, as far as the Madras
X is concerned, is likely" for

the Railways mentioned; it is favour-
; uated. - It touches the. sea-coast at - =
Madras and Beypore, and at either of these

‘ 'ii’a‘}a}mpla mei' this xs a case wbere*
rr "j LATES) present economy may,‘
n th e 0plmon of most tboughtful men, will -

T
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d although from a commercial com- ; -

me to fall upon the Govern- j
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C. E BERNARD, Eso., csu,

Secretar_y 0 8ir Richard T, emple.

Dated 1oth i i
Received 20th { April, 1877.
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