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IR Proceedings vf- trs Madras Government, Licenye Department,
e : 18th April 1877. -
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N '437.  Read the following Proeeedihgs of the {‘}oard of Revenue, datdd 9:h

. April 1877, No. 1,880 :— - N

‘Doal the following letter frem J. 17 2f ASTER, 1isq., Colleetur of Dellary, to

1L E.JsTOKES, Esq., Seeretary to the TirsMd of Revenue, duted Dhupma-
veram, 25rd March 1877, No. 224. ‘ : :

Wit reference to the Proccedings of the Board, dated the 6th instant, calling
for further information with regard to the loss of money in ths office of the Assistant
Famine Officer, I have the honor now to forward copy of a letter from Mr. Iowe,
giving full explanation as required.  * , v >

2. 1 beg to recommend that, under the circumstances, the amount lost, Rrvees
914-12-0, be written off to profit and loss. . ' : :

e v

R : ' _ © Excrostre No. 1. . : : '
From W. -:_"-\. HOWE, Esq., Sub-divisional Officer, to J. II. MASTER, Esq., Collector of Bellary,
o L | dated 20th March 1877, No. 700. o

Wit r"é,’erenpe to Board’s Proceedings, No. —, dated 6th instant, and your foot-note
thereon, I have the honor to report as follows. ‘ ‘ ‘

9 Under the system of management in the Assistant's office at the time of the theft, it
" geems o matter of surprise that thefts were not of more frequent cccurrence, and it is very diffieult
. gatisfactority to-fix the responsibility on nny individusl omcer. P e

s

3. On 4th January 1877 Mr. Agar, the then Assistant, on removing the tools and stores
from & temporary shed into the building opposite the Talug Cutcherry, dispensed with the .
gervices of the four watchmen. But no orders wers issued forbidding any money to be left in
the building unguarded, and it appears that on several occasions, subsequent to the removal of
the office, the pay for road establighment (sometimes amounting to Rupees 150) was kept in a
gimilarly cateless manner. R : S o

4. Tbe Manager's duties and responsibilities were 8o vaguely defined that he cannot be held
responsible. 1le was 2 kind- of general Superintendent whose duty consisted in checking
accounts, submitting statements called for, inspecting stores aud generally (under the Assistant)

ssupervising the office. Buat be was under the head of the office, ie. (the Assistant Famine .
Otficer), who alone can be held responsible for the faults in the system and who cught on 4th -
January, when he '

bility of money ever being kept in so careless & manner. Mr. Agm;, however, cannct bLe held
responsible as he was absent when the theft occurred, and had nothing to say to the arrangements

" on this special oceasion. Mr. Lewford clearly is not to blame. He took over charge on 9th

February, and it was hardly to be expected that he, a young and inexperienced (thongh an
excellenz and most promising) otficer, ehould in & few days have reformed the system which he )

found to be in existence. ) : . :
5. 'The Storekeeper is equally clearly not to blame. It is not the duty of a Storekeeyer to

but to look after stores. Ie, therefore, had never been - called on for security, and
Rupees 30 a month, e bears an excellent character, and is an honest, hard-
4 T think it would be very hard to blame him for what in reality was a fault in

keep money,
his pay is only
woiking men, &8
the system of management. i . . ) . ,

6. On taking over charge on 27th February, I immediately, with your sanction, breke up

tho Assistant’s office, removed the stores and fools to a safe house within the Sadr Cutcherry
mpound, placed 8 guard over the Treasury which I put entirely under the Manager, holding
:;mpepecially responsible, and transferred all the Assistant Famine Officer’s account to my own
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removed the office and dismissed the watchmen, to have prevented the possi- * -
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Froceedz'ngs of thesdadras Government, Re

18¢4 Aprz'l 1877,

; office. Mr, Lawford now assist, we by doing the

current
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routine work, Lixing (:hu.!’ge ottt
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‘office in my absence, and looking after stores and tools. This is in mlﬁiti?)n' t
+ Ofiice » " : ‘ i
Latterly T have, with the assistancc of the Deputy Collector,

* (well scenred with b 18 and streng doors), next

- also proteet our mouey!

to the stamp-room, s0 th
U Thora eascuct, tlamafomn, ha 6 reurTen

o his ~Istrk. 0
~ }
taken a little room ingjde the Cutchy, oy

at the snme guard ¢q}, -

N
cgcf a s::mlar aceldent, “ y
- - there 2bility attaches more to the 8ystem_ thag h-any indivigual
: - A-s’ ?imiz;e;f:fd :ehizx;ofhé sum of Tiupecs 214-12-{) be put down to Frofit and Joss, and-
-officer, 1 woull !‘ZS 200 be refunded to the contractor, Although the amount was not eradited to
that of this tl‘utlp‘:&s bond fide entrasted to Govermment. officers, ang by the fault of the eystem’
;Govimflt?thlﬂ contractors. They have, therefore, a strong legal ang equitable elaim upon us, and
V ,?:ai Otojd . ix; my opinion, the best policy at once to admit the claim anq Pay the amount,
i ' '
: o ' {True Copy.) . - “
S (Signedy. 5 11 MASTER,
| R B | Collector.
Stmatren for the orders of Government with reference to the Boar'g
1183 quoted and to G.0., No. 1,043, dated 194y March 1877, &
2. The loss was due to some extent to the confusion meide '“
pfﬁcers, and in the eircumstances the Boarg Tecommend that 1,6 Collector
accepted. ST e IR
ST - (True Copies ang Extract) Lo
ST - (Signed) . L E STOKES, ;
‘ ST LT e L ~8¢3~¢rmtsnr}" K
No. 433, ORbrg mrree : |
. ) . RD O #d . v . y
Ry R TorrEoy, 18th Apr 1877, Yo, Livo, . :
Miscenaneous. ' ’ 1 3t Go'ﬁ;ﬁrnment approve the Board's
| \ Te‘f“ﬂiﬂBWﬂation. .
s ‘ (True Extract.) |
- (Bigned) 5 I GarsTyy,
Addttwnal Secre‘-fmjy ty (}w,,-r_/wm?-
I‘o the Boargd of Revenge; * .
s the A.ceo;mtant-(}eneral. ’
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