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- Famine Relief.
. No. 327. - Read the followmv letter from J. F. PRICE, Esq., Acting Collector
of Cuddapah, to J. II. GARSTIN, FEsq., Additional Scer etary to Govern-

S ment, Revenue Department, Fort St. George, dated Sxdhout 2nd April o

,\.

1877, Extra No. (37 :— . . SRS o

REFEREING to your telegram of the 7th ultimo, asking*me to make * Favnivies an o
. to what has” DeCuine of the large number of persons lLavm"' relief-w oxks, 1 lmve
-

ﬂ/’" . ’ .
2. The opnnons of my Divisional Ui icers are summarized below :— ot

: (1.)  SubCollectsr.—Btates that he believes- tliat the coolies have “for the most’
- part gone back to their®villages and live by selling what little property they hav
left, and by cutting leaves and Lill grass in the Jun”Ie &e.” ‘
(ii.) IHead Asmtant Colleclor.~Doints out. that there has bneu no marked
_dceer-ase in his talugs; accounts. for what there has been by showing that they have
obtained employment luca]ly mharvestmg, &e. L ,
(iii.) Ar. Cor, Budwail Talug.—T% of opinior that the people who have left the
. works have cither gone- elsewhere thmkum to get better wages, or have taken to - 5
collecting firewood and grass in the behef that it will prove more lucrative than
the reduced wages paid by Governnrent ; considers thab thc greater purt will soon

return,

e (vr ) - Q]wmn] 45‘% u* Inf (’uu.m Ul CI(J]vlin"?u Te« s R\ 13 01 L3 mtaba bon*.fc-usbn

© . _.—of the number which has disappeated iy stil] engaged in hmvmtmg: operntions ; that

one-fourth cousists of men who will not work at the present rates, but send their
women and children and live upon what they bring ; and that of the remainder
hetween 1;200 and 1,500 have recently emigrated to Nellore, and the balance h.ve

found other employment,’
(v.) Mr. Weeles, D.C.S,, Jammnlnmdugu, Py oddatom, and Pulivendla Tahus —_

~ Delicves that of those who have left relief-works some have found employment in
- harvesting operations, others are living upon their private resources, and others
“ have gone to othcr ts ys and districts to see whethcr -they could not get eaaxer

work and more pay tl . they do here. o
3. The portions of the dzatnct in which thorc were heavy reductmns were the
gub-division and the famine division now under Mr. Weekes. The: decrea~e in . .
f numbers in the other talugs has been merely the result of elumnahon of those who
gliould not have heen on the works and the introduction of reduced wages and
- geabiwork., 1 have already expressed the opmlon, which "experience las shown to -
" lbc correct, that there were numerous ‘“ pauper ”* coolies in the sub- division, and 1
feel convmced that the same thing has occurred in Mr. Weekes’ ran re. M(a,ny of the
coolies who bave left, or have been turned away from the relief- works, have no
~ doubt found employment in the harve % and, since the rain, in prepar ing the land
for cultivation; many of the men are practically on stnLe, tlnt is that they stay
at home and send their families, whose wages have been b t slightly affected
by the introduction of the new scﬂe, to work for then. Otl ers have certamly
wandered away claewlﬂere. lhave found on the .wost in thf Hmd A»@lat:mls
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talugs peopls f L ‘
rom all parts of ¢l ]
them moving aboyt loolup f of the sub-division, aud I have met partics of . LR
. .
that < some coolics have nl le employ ment,  Mr, ﬂml»blo in his report mentions &
plainly savi to lum t! )
. 1t the . . 10 ,
work than working on Smallpq " L ey would prefer dying with 1 . Q\\’
/ Sub-Collector’s stan. lingang Yo Thisisan nonsense, as an officer of the Acting . * i -
niex OTl . . D e
~7 . “E0T who has no other neampof flm,oe ought toknow, Ido not believe that asingle . e ° ”
- TR T M others hadst d ving than the Government wagas earned by i - .
. native oS¢ 1ata appreh WL away from the works, All that I fear is that . .
| mcrea«e ram:l} }I:l rebensive of Unnfr taken to task if the-mumbers” Ciuplored
S~ 2ure was done };’n C&Vit% ariamed o maintaiy g certain sireugth, Uhis is what 1 am )
have gmc ° I sriatnly one talug ef tle district, and Idaro say that it may s .
| n else whcre I do not think that it does now ' °
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