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fmn b Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
Ny IS ' ' T, - o ' } .
- }} - R 12¢h April 1877, : o
3 Famine Relief. -~ - - ~ o L . ‘
N Q}§ s o . ' . . ... _ o Lo
R -40.282. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 2-d
. | April 1377:— R R o |
B “4 S E'._,-v-- +2ead the foilowi;nqu-lp_g#ﬁ"- fram” A, WEDDERBURN, By, “Collcét&qg of - -Gaimbatére,‘ to -
e 1. E. STOKES, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Zated Coimbatore, 27th
i March 1877, No.103. . N G

- In submitting my report on the progress of famine-relief and state of the district, T have the
.- honor to note that the incilence of distress was provided against fy the earliest possible measures
‘ . of proposed relief 3 that plans were organised in the mouth of Noverober, and sanctioned before
o e there was immediate need of theipr being carried into effect & ahd,ithereﬁ)re, the progress of. relief
' “operations has beca gradual, with a tendeney to increase as the seasoa aivanced without improve-
‘ment, and a3 agricultural operations by degrees diminished, and then in some places entirely
ceased. : R o
R ' - 2. That there was o great decrease of agricultural operations in the months of December o
L ~ and January, when, in ordinary tirges, alarge bread:h of dry cultivation would naturally have been
barvested, was evident enough from my inspection of the dry crops, which, for the most part, were -
not worth Lurvesting, though, to a considerable extent, they afforded a fodder for the cattle, |

L

3. The worst talugs as regards failure of produce, so far as I could judge from inspection or
information, were Pailadam, Oodumalpetta, Erode, I'iarapuram, and Caroor.” o s

4. A large part of the Coimbatore Talug, avgi}g from the well cu!ti‘vstion which is charac-
teristical of the drainage line of the N oyal Valley, u®>r:d equally 53 rezards dry crops ; even where,
B "o - from better land and aloug the wesiora extrem ty of the talug; the heads Lad formed, thero was -
“er o scarcely any grain in them, This was the case where the dry crop had mot ihe supplement of a

' ' ‘well, but, even with such assistance, the yield, was far below par.- : ,“ S S ,

5 As regards relief operations, ther s commeneed in Oodama!petm on the 25th *November .
- 1878, Mr. McWatters was next in thev_‘.gjeid on the 27th November.. The Tihsildar of Erode, ..
. an elderly official, but of gréat en Vr;,'}"‘aﬁd resource, at once collected tgals and ’organi‘sed gangs in -

' the Erods Talug.  Then, Mr. Gordon Mackenzie zot relief operations well starf:ed in Palladam on

the 7th December ; but this being 50 extensive a talag and Oodumalpetta requiring an officer for

itself, T obtained the services of Mr. J. 1L Cook, of the Survey,. wiio has been most encrgetic ; all -

thess officers have turned oub most excellent.work. - ‘ ' : : K

6. Task-labor being insisted on from the first, thers' was no possibility of making an easy

pwpadand

‘ . . e e (] e dsime .
" livelibood, while the carly institation of reliof preveate Ay eevrosy Toming {0 & head, The
consequence has been that the laborers are in fair case, R
. N ' O et

7. In my own division, I found of the arfl-s‘;i{g of the Town, ulmost only one class, the
‘weavers in distress.  Suitable task-work was fouad £ir them ; they wore, of course, not sach good
workers as those inured to agricultural impler enta’ About 1,500 were employed, but on the
re~:’(u§3ﬁ‘m of the men’s wage from about 2 aunas to 1-6, and others in proportion, a number ;includ.

ing also - some coolies from adjacent villages went sway, as they said the reduced wage could not
_guppert them, o o I o v

8. The gradual increase is thus, if it needs any explanation, explained, o o
- - 9. Asregards the northern division it soon appeared that Cn}[cgal_ was in no need of 'relief, -
| ~ the wages attracted no one, higher were demandad, and other meaus. of vel‘ﬂl'lofment visible, No
works were, therefore, prosceuted there, | ‘ o | !

10. Ia the Ralagh.ut or highland division of Sattiamangalam, the Deputy Tahsildar had
sounded a note of alarm, and funds were at once provided ;_but\f‘urtﬁ:he:‘ inquiry showed thas in
this sparsely—x;eopled region there 'was no real demand for work, and the - villagars there gene~
rally have stores above their own waats. Large ficlds are cuitivated with dry graing at 8 veryi
£asy assess'men’t. _The Deputy fahsiidar way »fuxmd‘ to be sg untrustworthy slarpisg, .

w
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U : L Proceedingsiof the Madras Government, Revenue Department, : S
i L b (o I ‘w
T e e T e L 12th April 1871,
e . ‘ ) R 12 P :
Proceedings of the Madras (Fovernment, Revenue Depaytment, . ;o - ‘ — T
“12th Apri . 3 { : . Co ‘ ' - eare of : thero is o sensible depreciation
12¢4 JP 1/ 18 47 Vi . N © 90. The more valuahls cattle of the Fyots were taken care of ; tbefe isn eneite I{)cen o
. g SRS £ b .stock " But of the inferior animals possessed by the poorer cult;v;tiorst ;re e e s
. 4 5 it ofths . o .. . of fodder and pastures. Ve i
1L As rega{ds Sattiamangalam proper, tho wet harvest of the five chunnels of the Bhowany l § aLE siderable sales owing to inability to maintain them in ti:e abs.encestOCk in the north of the &% o=
. occupied for some time the laboring class. At.ita completion, however, there seems a demand S AR the hill-pasturage were insufficient. Besides the usual grazng e
S emleben 31?*3 consequently the repair of the main roads truversing this very important talug B IO i

core is rai 15 were diiven up * -tKs Satiia-
here a breed of cattle resembling #* -5 of Mysore is raised. Herds m;}e Aduvohb/?(,&‘e Bho#a:] .
e wh ’ ) y e ’ 3 T norie,Ap - xan
e muug:ilum kills, only to find deficient grass and no water. Still furt er nortk’ Ay

LR - ! N .
1 : ‘ bigon. - This
Taluq Mr. Mackenzie saw great ravages of murran which even attacked ¢eer and bison

were pu

tin J;’..f‘_:for an effzctive improvement.
12. Bhowasy i) moie than
liné of the Cauvery, Lon

balf highland, a grazing counay, 3 habitants, Irtle
Jver, there are villages from Cauveripuram to "Bhowany, an important .

FRERPVNPRPI &)

~road totally neglected in avor of ¢ ehaut line over the Burghoor range of hills, tuvelving o lift
- and descent of 2,000 feet con_tructed at considerable expeuse ; but from the lift and the uninhabited
nature of the country, not eveere!y to be frequented. The Cauveripuram, aa old native track
conrnecting villages, was thersfor put in haad, anl progress is being wals noder Me. C. A.
Mackenzie Deputy Collector's superhsion,
Near the cusbah LChowany there tre impiriant roads leading in all dircciions ; these are
teiug well repaired. .

13, Ihave now gone 8 round of the district. Ra. 1,892,499 Lave been gpent tp to 24th
March, bat there is ample to stow for the money the peopls have not 28 yet suffered.  Provisoa
bai been made by estimates up to Rupees 4,958,000 for the continaance of work for soveral menths,
©aud whatever irrigation works need repair arg being taken in haad, These are chirlly clearance

oF silted ehannels, which is 5y easy wurk suisel for unakilled labor ; tho rates are the saae asin
;hg Pullie Works Department,
M Railway feed

‘ . ‘ ' i is%
°rs, wheraver thare vf.3 an opening for them, have been enterel in the l
.. of works, .

‘ : The distriet in general is very f§rly connected alrealy with the raiiway, but furthe
. Becess is being given to some new triz'-lind 5 Jons.

- . — o,
15. The ordinary wagzes w¥cn weve 2,14,
and their dependenra.

These incledsd tho whele
‘eional beggars are & different cliag,
about and grivitate towards large vill

Fo d 3 i ; i n.
15, Wlere thess have colleeted, beyoud the power\ private charity, 8 Governrent contrid '
tion i3 Leiny"aTordud, bug

this will not be extended to sucNs eaa earn their pwn livelibood.
. .. ; o, . iny OrZEe
17 Feliof Cornmntees, compased of leading inhabitantIwe o211 as oficials, are being ofg p
nisad at the proballe centres of relief.  This was not begun at first, besaase the institution ©
Governmg

AT . : . . ' s M it & : i €
.. cut relief rewovey the incentive to native charity, and i is s well ta beep this Tesour
in haad ] the need excee

be supposed, somewhat ing

. . . re0lese
ftho indusiriotd and necessizous poor. I foxi

. o - . sader
\:atuitous relief can be obtained, they wad
ages or cushah N\wrs,

So long a3

: iscrimixa:e.}
L 0 5 . . " . « plee
18. There kag beep_\;’fery severd vls:tatmn of cholera, which shows but little sign of abe
ment.,  For the muogt pare it Las vtV sporadic nature, but a recent attack in 8 village 5ear

Coimbatore wag modt renarkalfle, and eoMaMa the Civil Surzeen's and my inquiries went incxrh

gabie. Our luquiries were directed gato v ;u\-r there was evidance of eontazion, but the first
Pergon atiacked had not appa

- ground, cleaner th
had app

-

a0 ordinary village
srently been wsed, Lut 30
- ne P P . M N

st of g targ) puton f 52 antaikid laa populacivo of 800 .

%8 at once derpat

. oed prain
5. motan & Qsiressod part of the talug.  No damsyzed BF

P

19, My I'resser w
¥ere fumigated, but all 1o little effe
was taken for analysis and foun

ched with medicine, 8 cholera shed was built, haﬁl?cz
ct. The water used was from the usual well, the water of wh's
well of the gounts . d to be organically free from say paliution. . It is the ?rd:mar:fe;::;
mocth. I hatp. f " cTe wag an outbrfznk of ;ch')lera at Mettapolliam in the b,,gmnmﬁv sised
. di:spensa;, " Lf‘.k ehre on Beveral occusions h lmprove the ranitary state of the p?ace, arwm "
el The, wemﬂl‘- sheds in cn.se of need. The tot-nl number attackg\l wers 70, of ':wm itel
Assisiant { | some fr:am Coftee estates, others residents. They wers attended by the Hosp
vrmerly stationed by Guvernment at this Plice, and now entertained by the new

- Municipal; :
L “‘C I“al_v . Alarge and valuable stack of medicines hag been procured st the expense of #2°
Leeal Fung Board, and the gj; . V |

9

' ‘ . - (el
i 1 amnasuficed atrat to maintaio the workerd

g Sy 3 b atrs oot

ds the ifclingtion of the gratuitous relievors, whoss charity is a3 ®2F

© e -‘unm.ﬁ P
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rently been in of la‘\'w:d locality. Tha villaze was on bigh and op

. . . : a das®
persons were tadonall and died in the short space of ywelve d‘_y__,‘,

: _ e S
g g T A A B g

g

Peasury ia likely to be & great boon to the place. AR

B L et

A

. -y £ " T 2 t North
was also observed in ancther part of the hilla by the Deput; ,F{,’.onselrif.tor of Forests, :
imbatore. : _ L S Nileiri slopes
Cmmm. On the hills in the west Ilearned, from personal 1nqu15y.',§klféattle on thel? ﬂfu:a:lypixi
till have a maintéuance. - Inthe south I inspected the lower rang of Lh_e Anama d)’; O(;O oot
fllnuary These presented the appearance of March a8 to - sear m. . The grass up bt()i ’ ) l’kle ‘
. . . i
waazs all dried up, and the catile roved about apparently eating leaves. T-he ryots do n(; e
taking their cattle to the higher ranges, 6,000 fee!;, a5 the cold piercing dry winds are very.u
able tostock, ) 4 ’}‘,] or outl |
" The year will, therefore, be an unfavorable one for c‘:x e. o 1 are
22.° There h,as been a gradual depression of water in wells, Dut these bave b‘aen, and
gtill being, deepened. o . : v Mr.
1 23. The working staff of the district has been increased by one European ofiicer, M

) < ¢
. J. 1L Cook, of the Survey, and by numerous Native subordinates of the Survey and Seitlemen

: - ahsildars have
Departments. The supervision, though arduous, is not beyond control‘. Three Tabsild Ve
dis;inguishéd themselves, i o lemented
: ;' il e least cfective. Ile was complement
24. Tahsildar of Erode, the oldest official, but nes'tleles t R R
sir Ri ; is relicf garas. oo _ T
by Sir Richard Temyple on the state of his BT e T ) ation.” The
’ Of the younger men, Seetharamiah, Tabsildar [ Panatiom, received also com.n(r.le;u;«ftw i
b ’ . . justified his selection.
Caroor Tahsildar, Natt Streenivas Row, also a reesnt Ekp[)O}IlCmellt, hag ?«ell {ul meca e
These officers have worked well and effcctualy, aud L am glad to notice calmnes
lency to exacceration and honest work. . | . . y : g
tendency to exagg 2 't. Some have #- parently, by their habits, incapacitated them Vves from
Others Lave come shoit. Some have » pare X throwing & much groater weight o' ausiety
. o T et ' W i 3 ) 254 .
i 10 13 time oo emergency, tuus th =St . ¢
active exertion 80 neeled i i ificate when a press of work
and exertion on their Luropean superiors ; such apply for sick ccrt‘;jl-(i‘ all now ixf emfi vment,
omes on. Their case, however, will be considered hereafter ; mcanwhile, R
¢ ) . . e:.‘r-’“" . ) B :
ave reported effeetive. : . . olgl ation i numbers
i I.) h id that the origin of a rerarkable fluctuation in the
25. Lhave ouly further to add tha N srtain day were to be recorded
relieved arose from the order prescribing that the numbers ov a cxreain day wer

' heoriokt ¥y e iy Or two intervened,
s s - am i . r ltf,_lrloht'ﬂ-t e @ UHY _ »
+ - This might be pay-day when wo work was in hand, or it- wig

- beactice now is when there is a day's’

\
ifting- bers fr another, but ¢ ‘ R
when shifting numbers from one work to ) otherwise the return 88 a

RSk ra
stoppage on the day of report, to enter the previons’ %E‘.V v numbers -
wparison would he quite fallacious. . = - - §5 TR ' Tief
co.npﬁig It may be premature to offer an opinion f J to'he totftl numb(l:)r ;dsznmaé;z:mb:?ozzl:;; e-
nd bowever may fall when ploughing fullows. !’he groqud * plo_u fl:t"e ome eztent' of the poorer ;
: ,1i3 sown and even when it is never gown, - This may relieve works bo soh&vim b ,tpdown
ee:tivatol's. Judging from the past and the gradual increase, the ngu(l) {;;s . ofor t-he taik_work
:u ewhat rigid task-work, I should hope not to exceed Rupees 30, id have boen d. b; 1. bat
H 30;1’ W tberscia of opinion, and I agree with him, that our nuwmbers wou k ave eelfx Oul :Eh. ﬂf

- dicha ’ ° e : ief-works, over four lak
lllllwin s that Rupees 30,000 are not exceeded. The P""J“wd_;el}wftwol s,t‘th:rm(;rten':& 50
;{upcosb of which up to date 19-10 lakhs have been spent, scem likely to I.nee. chegeney.
t ] . .
- +
to Government. ' ' : ‘ ‘
ECM}II;: l(?‘aliectm- seoms to have his works well under contro'l, nd to bave gauged the extent

FREAN

of distress in his district with considerable accuracy.
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BN Proceedings of the ladras Government, Revenue L  partinent,

12th April 1877.

‘ S o . ¢ . o

S 3. The outbreak of cholera reported in paragsaph 18 is very remarkalle. It is satisfactory I L |

‘ | ' | - ot
T o _to leara that most of the Tahsildars and other officers have been found equal to the emergency. ' : Sty e ‘ At

EUEI . (A true Copy and Extract.) | } ‘ .
BT O | .. {Sigoed)  H.E.STOKES, ‘ L e P
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. e T T " Sacretary. i .

A

0

»
°

™~
~,

AscellMNeous. o

‘ - ‘ _1 RECORTED. -
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o o (Signed) ~ J. IL GARSTIN,
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