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Proceedings of the Madras Govemmeni, Révenue Department,
‘ 9th April 1877.

Famine Relief. ‘
- No. 198-A.  Read the following letter from W. B, OLDHAM, Esq., on Special
‘ Famine Duty, in charge of Adoni Talug, to J. H. GARSTIN, Esq.,
Additional Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated

e o Adonl, et Biardn 1877, No. 20—

I raryk it my duty to bring to the notice of Government the extravagant
way in which supervision over the famine works in this taluq is managed. _

2. There are now 52,000 laborers, all employed under the Civil Officers
and none under the Public Works Department, They are supervised by Buropean
Saperintendents on high saldries, of whom it may be said generally that they do not
~understand work, are, in fact, mere cooly-drivers, and belong to the broken-down
class. This supervision is both inefficient and extravagant, but I aceepted it as
the best to be had,

A It was with much surprise that I ascertained that there are three Public
Works Department Oversecrs®in the talaq, Oue of these is doing his ordinary
work, The others are special men paid from Famine Funds, and are supposed
to be directing our laborers how to work. g

4, Now the work is of the most elementary character, and could be, and is,

: camed on easily without any such agency, The first Public Works Department

Overseer whom I discovered had instructions to see that road metal was stacked

WMWWMWWWWWM Size, and yet neither of thess " =

instructions had been carried out in bis charge,
5. This seems the purest waste, These men are not only capable

" of taking charga of bodies of laborers, but, from their professional know-

ledge, of taking task-work from them. I have spoken to the Range Officer
(Mr. U'Ratigan) who says he does not wish his men to be troubled with
laborers. Of course, their being 50 would be an addition to his work; but I would
point out that in the famine of 1874, whorever Public Works Department Officers
were stationed, they had charge of laborers, from whom they took task-work;
and, consequently, the Civil Officers were able to draftable-bodied laborers t4 them,
reserving charge of the women and the feeble; the resnlt in my division being

" that the whele outturn of work cost only thres times more than at the ordinary
- Public Works Department rate. Here it eosts over twenty times more,

6. Some time ago, on hearing that some of the Madras Sappers were to be

: dépnted for relief-works, I applied for the services of at least five of thess men,

having bad experience of how excellently native soldicrs and officers can work. |
was informed that one was appointed to this taluq. Inow find that he has been

 placed at the disposal of the Range Officer to supervise our Superintendents in’

supervising the laborers in &tackmg metal outside the water-channels, &
7. The three Public Works Department Officers here are, I am told, 'engaged

e in making estimates for our relief-works. I would point out that this can be

done in conjunction ‘*‘with*%ﬁﬁg: éupervision_-bf at least some relief-labor.,
8. I would ask, gherefore, first, that such Public ‘Works Department Officers

{3 be instructed to takeéhargecfa certain imited number of laborers to be tasked
to the extent of half or two-thirds of the ordinary rate; second, thatsuch Madras
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