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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Tth April 1877.

Famine Relief, :

No. 188A.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated RIst
March 1877, No. 1,284 :— ' :

Read the following letter from J. F. PRICE, Esq., Acting Collector of Cuddapah,
to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Kodur, 10th March 1877, Extra No. 282. :

I mAVE the honor to request that the Board of Revenue will, if it sees fit, do
me the favor of forwarding, for the consideration of Government, my explanation
with regard to the remarks made in paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Proceedings of
Government, Revenue Department, No. 782, dated 22nd ultimo.

9. I trust that if Government consider this sufficient, they will relieve me
from the observations made in paragraph 2 of their order, which, although they

do not refer to me by name, are known to myself and to the other officers of this

district to allude to me.
3, 1 have, since I was first appointed to famine duty in October last, devoted

myself entirely to my work to the entire exclusion of my own affairs, and, with
one or two very rare exceptions, to that of the day of rest also. Itis therefore a
matter of pain and anneyance to me that Government should place on record and
give the Press an opportinity of publishing a remark, inferring that I have put
upon the shoulders of others work that I should have done myself.

My authority for having deputed to my subordinates the power of sanctioning
‘epiinigios for Telief works, not excesding Huapces 1,000, will be foundin pm:ugguph 1
of the instructions published with the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No.
3,208, dated 18th December last, and which met with the entire approval of
Government as expressed in their Proceedings, Revenue Department, No. 2,199,

dnted 28th December 1876,
I beg to point out that I deputed my powers to only half of their full extent ;

‘ é:hat I strictly forbade the sanctioning of any new roads without reference fo me,
‘or of any estimates for irrigation works; and that I required for my perusal a weekly

coturn of all works sanctioned by each officer. My reasons for acting as I did were
that I wished my subordinates to feel that they had some responsibilities; that I put
sufficient confidence in them to avail myself of the permission accorded by the
rules; and that I considered that it was advisable, in order to save correspondence
and time, that they should have authority to at once sanction and carry out such
works as cleaning, deepening and repairing wells and ponds, improving village

roads, &c.
In respect to paragraph 9 of the Government Order quoted in para_graph 1 of

this letter, I would beg to observe that the orders in regard to enforcing task-work
have been repeated and stringent; that the Board have been in possession of copies
of the instructions issued by mein this and the l}ellary District ; and that these
were not passed in contemplation of the present scale of wages, but of one which
was sufficient to allow of the coolies being deprived of a portion of their pay
if they did not work. I would further draw attention to the concluding portion
Mr. Puckle’s letter to the Board of Revenue, No. 7, dated 16th

of pa,ragl‘aph 4 Of ¢ ' 3 :
January 1877, which met with no objections from the Board or Government, and
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