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No.<27 Read the following letter from A. AcC. WEDBSTER, Esq., Acting Com- - /"
missioner of the Nilgiris, to J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Additional Secretary to ,g

o ad e~ T

Governmegytﬁ ‘Revenue Department, da.ted.Ootacamund, 924th March 1877,

«r. 0N

n

S

P Ft ™ s S
. ‘ '
(}V!;"H reference to the Proceedings of Govexrnment of 2nd instant, Revenua Ta.l

I}c»?arttnent, No. 913-A, Whiach, however, only reached on the 17thinstant, I have
<1 “¢he'honor to report that heavy rain has been general over the hillg and has extended
as far as Scegur. Musnagoody and the adjacent villages have not benefited as
mveh as 1 was inforred when 1 telegraphed to the Boardl‘?n the 17th instant, and
the people are still very badly off for water. -
. The following are the particulars of the water-supply of each village :—

Ioondse~In this village there are two wells. One 5 feet square and 18 feet

*

i w rmeeseaiwe o

B e aafinis g
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= ey

. deep is used by the upper classos. Tho supply is about i5 inches a day, and 18
insufficient. The well can be deepened 3 or £ feet and the supply of water improved.
\ 1 "The estimated cost of deeponing is 30 Rupecs. .

‘f ! The other well i used by the low-caste people and is G feet square and 18
foot docp. This also requires deepening at an estimated cost of Rupees 70.

° Karkam,uaa.——The population of this village was 49 at the last census. There
is one }vell 30 feet square at top decreasing to 12 feet at bottom. It is 20 feet
deep. It is filled with dcbris. From the bottom a small well 3 feet x 1} feetx 6
» from the bottom of the big well and contains about 3 feot of watcr.

.\ . \ . L
1 ~ fept0Rp dug 2
é/l‘ﬁe wholo well should b thoroughly cleaned and deepened at a cost oi about-

> Rupees 50, . . Lo
o Kattc];fz1'a7n.;—1’apulﬂti0n 34, . There is no well in this village, the people N

using the water of the ¢ Avaripullam” stream which is now dry. They have dug |
a temporary well in thesbed, but the water procurable is quite insuflicient. The N
11 that it is scarcely worthwhile digging a new village well, and i

population is so sma
any temporary deepening of the holes in the bed of the river should be done by

. . 'the poople themseclves.

Busthz'purmn.-———l"opulation 90. The people of this village also get water from™ -

Y,'.' | the Agaripullam,” snd the same remark applies. ‘ \

d Kumballi.——I’opuhtion 32. IHas a sufficient supply of water. . 3
_z[[usnagoody.-——I’opulation 600. 1las a sufficient supply of water.” Tﬁere is

k about halfacre in gxtont, which should be deepened. The water - «‘\ NS
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however a tan
d,and a3 Musnagoody isa village of considerable importance, 2 really

Lere is not goo

good well ghould be made. - ‘ ]
Sembanutl¢unz-~?opulation 110. The people use the Mavinhulla stream, and

_ now it is dry they have dug- Loles in the bed. The water is insufficient and is
- : s supplcmfmted from the Scegur river which is about one mile distant. P
3. With regard to Musnagoody there 1 no estreme necessity for sinking a
1, and I have {herefore brought the requirements of the place to the notice
i Fund Board, but the water-supply of Hoondes and Kurkanullce
diate improvexﬁent, and I have in anticipation of the sanction »%
dered the wells ot tho above places to be deepencd ‘v & 0% of
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Le profitably can do now on the axausl vepairs to the road; hut the presordis not

="~ the gangs unexpoctedly as a precaution against

~

<horough repair of the main road f \
\ g ad from Tgppacaund :
mn’x with reference thereto i s o Heegur, and I tryt that ray

;
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4. Asregards the condition of the people in this locality ti\ cr} . have |
sulfered in common with the rest of the country. The Musnagoody ca™ators are %e
stated Lo have obizined an 8 Annas erops and have got sced-grain, butin the |
rest of the locality the crops have been almost an entire failure, and the people are

now eating bamboo rice. In my letter of 22ud instant T haM™sannlied for sanction
. RS e © - "
to advance the cultivators money for the purchase of seed-grain. "L'he popuiation

is fluctuating, and all money advanced may not eventually be rocovered, beioss !
some such help is given, the ryots will not be able to gultivate their lands.

5. It would be Wazardous'to presume that the stock of bamboo ‘rice wih/last ‘
until the next season’swrop is harvested, and some measures for.affording =-k=§ to i
the people of that part of the country will have to be organised. For the nekt 1
few months the country is so deadly feverish that no European and no Native, '
except of the particular locality, could efficiently supervise relief works with
impunity. The population is however but small and no large works aro required.
As a commencement as much village labor as possible will be employed in deep-
enipg the wells, and after they are finished, if the road from Teppacaudu Bridge
to Seegur were to be thoroughly metalled and repaired, enough work would be
found for all likely to come to it. The Local Fund Board, however, will not be
able to allot much momey for this part of the road, and unless Government will
sanction a epecial grant, of say Rupees 2,000, tho proposal must be abandoned, I
have in the meantime requested $he District Eugincer to spend as much motey as

L
o P e

e Prvpet seuson for $hw popaies, and e will probubly not Lo sble to do” mu\
if the ropairs allotment was suflicient for metolling he could commence collectin
und breaking metal at once, and this would give employment to those able gud
willing to work, but it is not sufficient, and a spesial grant is necessary.
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6. Failing this I would recommend the-construction of a good bridle-path
from Musnagoody to Hoondes, a distance of about six miles, - This road will pasé
through several of the affected villages and will afford means of employment to
the distressed. 1 think tlat during the ensuing dry months it would be as well
also to deepen the tank at Musnagoody alluded to in para

) graph 2 of this letter
Thess two works will be sufficicnt for the present, sn in: i :

: \ ; © present, supposing the -
main road is not ganctioned, T hav ot TPt of tho

: . . & the honor to request the sanction of Govern-
ment Yo eomincncing them after the wells are finished and

) to an allot

Ropees 1,500 (Ropees 1,000 for the road and Rupees 590 for the tank)mf?)]zttz:
purpose. I propose to entrust the Moregar "of Musnagoody with th 1
supervision of the works and with the 1 - ¢ genera

periodical payment of the 1
an . W he coolies,
Sub-Monegars of each village will bave to look after the working - d fho

v T oanog 8
the rosters. The Revenue Inspector will start ¢ censtonally vieh

hc; w.ofks and will oceasionally visit
raud, It will he impassible to
the 8pot, as he will inevitably be prostrated with fever -

keep him permanently one
in a few days.
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7. The work that would be mast accegsiblo and easiest of supervf.ion is the

may recei . .
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ORDER THEREON, 31st flarch 1877, No. 1,280
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and Karkanhalli is approved, but the -
r B _Goverpment await perusal of the Com-
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5. H. GARSTIN,

' (Signed)
’ Additional Secretury o Govert ment.
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To the Commissionor of the Nilgiris. | :
tho Doard 'of Revenue. | )‘\r
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