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Famene Relief. »
No. 9P1A. Read the following Proceedings of tl

©March 1877, No. 1,282 :— o
g letter from A, J. STUART, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinve-

Read the folit‘-yvin
"‘?HY , to 1. E. STOKES, Esq,, Secretary to the Board of Pevenue,-dated -~

Awbasarudram, 12th March 1877, No. 160, .
herewith, in original, the report (to be returned) for February

15 forwarding 1
1877 received from the Head Assistant Collector in charge of relicf works 1n-

Ottapidaram, I have the honor to remark shat, while agreeing generalty, I do not
think June and July will see us out of difficulty in Ottapidaramn, a3 the cultivation
boging with north-east monsoon in October,

- N
————
. L]

. Doard of Revenue, duted 21st

. ExcLosorE No. 1.

Y From J. A DAVIES, Esq. Asting Ilead Assistant Collector, to A. J. STUART, Esy, Acting
Cellactor of Tinnevelly, dated Tuticorin, 7tk March 1577, No. G3.
W;Vm reference to your letter, No. 182, dated 13th February 1877, 1 have the houner to subwit
my first monthly report.for Fchrusry last on the famine relief works in Ottapidarawm Talug.
m you that, though the season is unfavorable everywhere, the taluq

9. 1 am happy t0 infor
is badly affected in only one portion, the north and north-eastern, and evew here there is not yet
go much distress as we at first had reason to apprchend. 1In the country round Vypaur and

Velattionlam I found in December large tracts of land unplonghed, sthers planghed Lat nue svwea
others where seed Lad been sown bus, had failed to germmate, and wany where sickly crops h aZi
gprung up only to stand withered in the sun. In spite of this melancholy spectacle which seemed
to indicate a future of severe suffering to the poorer classes especially, who had already betaken
themselves to various chifts to obtain the necessaries of life, even now, two or three ﬁlqnthQ after-
wards, [ am able to report hopefully. . '

3. The river vailey, the hills, Ceylon, and Travancore have given refuze to the very pocr
and relieved us of their care 7or the present. Those who bave remained at howe have.found means
of gubsistence, either from their own resources or from the employment we bave given them.
People and cattle are still found to be in fuir condition. I tlink we are thus favored by several
causes. The talug is fortunate in being wealthy and in h%\'ing\its wealth fairly distribated, aud

ontaining among its population 8 large class of traders and a creat humber of fishermen who
are not directly affected Ly the state of the agricultural season. N

4. The small numbers on relief works and in recoipt of gratuiﬁ&tla’rlelicf a ow, Isubmit,
the correctness of my belicf that we have only to struggle with partial distress and n ¢ with actual
Though these works have been in band for two end-a-balf months, there “re ouly 344
and the number of the gratuitonsly fed bas reach'a oury *3,'

in ¢

'
P3N N

famine.
people now
th;mgﬁ {or two mon

5. Itis true

in employment by us,
ths we have been offering guch charitable relicf.
the numbers are increasing, but not rapidly. Ab the begiuning of February

" there were 270 coolics 0B the works against the number quoted above at the end’of the month.

The increase from 3 paupers fed-ab th.e Dbeginning of the month to 83 ab the J;nd of it ia not
r, I submit, sogreat as to cause any alarms, when it is remembered tha) they consist
3 and infirm, gathered from thé whole talug, who uzed tolive by begyging,
this time of distress, when even the grasshopper is a burden, can no
lIcnger help; and have therefore thrqun them on ‘the shoulders of Government for suppork. 1 admit
that an increase month by wmonth in the numbers of both elasses, able-bodied work people and

fo fod for nothing, may be expected up till June eor July, but I do not anticipate ever
our hands. The expenditure up to end of I\lruary from

91,500, and I calculate that Rupeee 10,000, for the useful

unexpected, 0O
of destitute lepers, crippie
but whom the villagers ot

paupers to
having 20 ov.cwhelming pamber on

_Famie Funds has Lesn only Rupec
’ i
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Proceedings of the Madras Govermnent, Revenue epartiget, b 7 i\
-
30¢th March 1877. 1. .
' » R I o PR .
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1Y .
experditare of which ample estimates are resdy, will auffice for the next thros or four 1 "‘t.“g' :
We shall douttless he much relieved by the emplayment ;privc:te rersons will be cnabled to ghovide i
by the advances we are about to make them ander the new rules of the Rand Im proveugyMe Act, !
6. The works we have undertaken are usefil and remunerative. Rupees 3270 from Local é ;

Funds, supplemented by Rupees $93 contributed by villagers, have been speut ondllie improvement ;

: <o ool water-supply in deepening and ropairing twanty-six uranios.  Txpendisnre en works l.'om Fawine | .

i Funds has been almost all confined to the

" will thug be remunerative as well as use

Present ascertain, at 10 Pies per cubie y
generally 1 Anna per cubic yard,

7. A systematic inspection of village

hitherto reccived from the Inspector

&

8 of the means and conditi-
favoralle, and prove there 18 nothing at

repair of irrigation wurks which bauly want it, It
ful, and the work has been exconted, a3 far as I can ab
rd, which isless than thoe Public Works Department rate,

sis being cavried ont ag directed by you, and tho reports
o of the people and catile age

present to fear.  The arinking-water supply is generally
reported to be good, and nowhere to be partienlarly bad, and altogether T have received confirm-
. Bt

on of my hopefal views as to the immediate fu

ture. Crime in the shape of grain daccitics md
the like, a sure indication of Lard times, ouce t

the last such dacoity

Instead of an increase

3. My weekly reports have

. unxiecessary to repeat th
¥ special ins
friends, i3 epending scversl Ly
: ultimate general Leneft of the p

to the needy at this time,

mauy of wh
L of Tuticorin also are ghow

reported was cn the 23rd of January,
there bas been a decre

furvished the several details re
nem in this general ﬂ\port. I shou
tance of liberality on the part of Kamatehi

ndred rupees in the improve
-& .
unlie, bub with the yresent

om T understand have flocked to tho work, Ik
ing their wsual liferali
. opening of a relief-house in this town 3f it s}

9. X musbregret that this report is the

hreatened to be, and actually was, rampant ; but_

and there has teen none since.
a0 of erime which has resumed i3 normal state.

quired, and I presume it i1
W, however, draw your attention to a
Reddi of Virapanliapuram, who, with his
ment of his villiga urani for the
particalar olject of giving employment

e merchints
Y by Vommtactty goeing up SRUICIIpLIVIIe fUF 11
13uld be necesrary,

ce days late, but a stress of wagisterial and miscella-
neous work has lately fu¥y occupicd my time.
.
E : ¢
S

SuBMITTED for the information of Governn
2. It seems that a sufficiency of

nent. ‘e

work is held in readiness and z;vaihble for
. those needing it. . * . . ‘ ~.
. - . /hue Copies and Extract.)
- / . (Bigned) 1L E. STOKES,
' TN Sccretary.
-
¢ e W ‘ . L
‘ No. 924B " Orper THERROY, 3Cth March 1877, No. 1,273A.
, ) : .
& n oy , . _' ‘e .
i ‘ b ‘ ‘ > Miseollanecons, .. Recorven, L |
3 . | ’
7 a 5 ' ' + ¥
- ' (True Extract) , - | R
f ' - (Bigned) * J. II. GARST N, |
’ « o Additional Seerefary to Goverment,
To the Board of Nevenue.
: o » tke Financial Department, . .
. » the Public Works Departmont, < ‘ Do
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