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?'1 30th March 1877

|
. TS (SO

u.w-vvmw~wwﬂuv\-m~ N - e ——

.

e i o RIS OIS

o

Famine Relief. y J o

No. 915. Head the fulldwing ¢ WJorsement of the Officiating Chief Sceretary
to Government, Public 'Department, dated Fort St. Goorge, 29th
March 1877 i—

Road the following letter frora Surgeon Major W. K. CORNISH, r.e.cs,
Susnibaty Corardssiouet for adens, Lo the 1Hou. D, F.UCA IMICHAEL,

£

‘.

Officiating Clief Secretary to Government, dated Maddanepully, 24th
.+ March 1877, No. 8. o

I mave the honor to submit belaw, for the information of ITis Grace in Couneil,
the results of my inspections at Maddanapully.

.

o

‘ MELCMORANDUM. ‘

I arnwven at Mallaoapully on'the morning of the 99nd instant, and found that gangs of
coolies, ceiimated to mumber ahoub 5:0(_\0 pPrsons, had Leen aczembled for m}"’inSp‘CéﬁDn.  Asthe
people had been waiting for some tince witiot food, and I arrived only ot 9 8.3, Tdid not deem
it. prudent to detain them beyond 12 o'clock, Juring which time I personally inspectedand poteil
the physical condition of every meraher of 65 gangy of ahout 50 persony cach (owing to roma of
the gangs being short of thuir fall number, the wumber of persons actually examined wag about
3,000 instead of 8,250, who would have been scen if all the gangy bad asserabled in their full
strength). : ‘ :

2.' Tho famine relief laborers in Maddonspully were paid at the rate of 2§ Ammnas perman
from tho commencement of relief-works until about six weoks ago, when tho wages wers reduced
to2 Annas. The reduced rates of payment, according to Sir Richard Temple, have not yot
been infroduced in this talug, chiely through the absence of competent supervision, snd the fact
ihat the famine rolief oicCs 1 'ttiars¢ had been obliZed & g to Dangalcre to choose superintendents
to replace tho local agents who bad been Zismissed for incompetency and dishonesty, Mr. Tericks
only returned from Bangalore on the 15th with a staff of superintendents, and is ‘only now ready
to commenco the syetem of payment on the subsistence rcale. The Sub-Collector, r. Grillle,
Lad also bocu abaent i the district for two months, and returned only on tle day of my arrival.

3. Jrom what has been stated it is clear that the rolief coclics in this part of the country
Jiave bech in receipt of ordiuary wages up to the present time, and that they should in consequence
be in better physical condition than the gangs who have been brought upen the reduced scale of
wages., ‘ '

Of the latter T have not up to the present time scen any in thia gub-divislon, although the
reduced wages have bicen introduced everywhere but in Maddanapully, and my remarks therefore
will kave rofercuce to the pecple who up to this timf have been getting 2% Annas and 2 Aonas
per diem, : L S s

{ e country are on the whole woll developed physically. The
mon ave tall, broad of chest, large linbed and muscalar, sud the women run tall, but are not so
stout naturally as the Tamil raccs br'.w the shauts.

5. Tach complete ga}s of ooolies ecnsists of 20 men, 20 women or bays, and 10 children
from 7 to 12 years of age, besides the hoad cooly. Amongst the gangs are several hundred
persons of the Sooi~as ot Lringari tribes acd some 3[ahomedans, buk the greater part of the people
are ithe ordinary agriccltural Aalorers of the country. Ope maistry is allowed for cach 40y
cooliz u.'r_vl o head maistry for 1,209, and 8 guperintendent for from 3,600 1o 4,000. There are
abont 8,000 persons now emploged in the talug o2 relief-works.  fn January the numbers are said
%0 have been 41,000,
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payment which czn ouly tend to t}"p more rapid and com tcte extinction of human life
at present going on. % ; )( ’ b

11. In the relief-house at !jjmidanap;.‘ly, shich hag-heen litherto supported main{!‘. )*)y.IOC:s,l
charitable contributions, the numbers havo bévn, awing to {pe village officials beginning to'serd in
distrossed persons to be fed, increasing very fasé seish -;nj' » lash weck or two." Yester Ly when
T visited the house more than 800 miserable ob’ sots were collected here to receive their daily doll
ofgookqd food .. . - oL o ' 1
* "7 The quantity of corcal grain hitherto g'm;n has heen 12 oz. per diem for an adul, but the
* amount is obviously insuflicient to rescus those who bave been redused to skin and boue by slow

“starvation. -
Having reccived the Orders of Government, No. 1,159, of 90th instant, this day, 1 have given

Gribble, who has Girccted the immediate sucresse of the daily food

t}: Ln that
i)

an authenticated copy to Mr.
according to the scale sanctioncd in the order, . a

12. 1 often regret thot 1 havenota photographer tewporarily attached o wy ofico while
moving about amongst the famine-stricken people of this Presi Words, at the best, can ‘

but fecbly represent the sctual facts, but if tho Merabers of Government could sce the living
as I sec them, I do mnot think therd would be much

of the Jower classes of the laboring pocr

dcucy.

gkelctons assewbled af feedinz-honses,
hositation in arriving &b & conclusior that, the
. . KT P Ny

of +hiy district is mos* oritical, and that the © weeding onb "

. .

have heard so much, may possibly have gone t0 greater lengths than may have been dosired. I

cannot myself view with any satinfaction statements ghowing sudden reductious of numbers on

rolief-works. That many fictitions pbmes appEeare
gupervivors robbed both the Governncni anid their oWR countrymen in the early days of the
famine, is bu* too potorious 3 bat with all the 2dmitiad defects of the rolicf system in its carly

i February gocs to prove thut up to

TR B}
much on thu 2ith March, but

condndiunt

1 in the muster rolls, and that tho nasive

.-

¢ “vpab time the poor wers being kept alive. I wish I could say 83

“vag! N .
the ~qmt£n\,t.u. howcx"e%pamﬁﬂ, I axm beund o relates oo | ‘
LN L . Ayl - ! -~ J . '
’ 182" Wt Sip T YERpR uepeoton 17 reter-Kovge NErs o the 2nd February it is noticed

“ gome of tho recipiente gren by Sir Richard Temple at the Maddanapully relief-house were not yet
In my visit I was accompanied by s, Gribble, the Sub-Coilector,”
Lieutenant Money, on gpecial famnine duty,
cary Ward, in medical charge ¢f the gtation. The people were geated in rows awaiting the
distrikition ot food. We passed along cach row in turs, eeratinizing tle eondition of cvery
indivigu.t. ot of the whole 800 and odd we found only three wowen who appeiu'ed in moderately
good condition av t fit for work, Of these, two had three or four young children each (the children
. being much redt ged), and the remaining one had manazed to slip in at the back of the caclosure
witbout a ticket in the bope of getting 2 meal. I did not seed single man in a condition™ fit

for work., ! ‘ . | ' .
14. “’h'&zt; ‘we did sov was B large @n0UP of individuals in every Etaze and varicy of
starvation. W caw old men apd otd wemen Lloated Sith dropsy, Bome with their logs covered

. with bad zicers; we saw ofhers again, ard mauy of them men and women in the prhwe of Life,
o saw children of all ages in such 2 condition of

picture could couvey an ‘adequabe representation
gtlesely on thait motkers” hips, glowly dying of
o shin and bone, atrophied, in fact, by the

in extreme destitution.”
Mr. Traill, the Fxecniive Faogineer,

omaciation that nothirgtuta photographic
"of their state. We noticed wisii? ~ - patgutgs 1
diarrhoca, and  others ree utly born, wmerely loos

rothers” want of food »efore they came - to the werld.

15, Itisofr Jur:? Im»opi:b’.e {o state with any prolable aecm acy how many of these poot

creatureg i .garvive’ the fam'ne. I expresced a hope to Mr. Ward that Le might save 50 per

cent. of them wath cure and Buitase food. T trust that this estimate may be very large};y'

exceeded, but, knewing 38 puth seJ doof the very deadly nature of the disease wo defive a3

*¢ chronic starvation,” ? f not very’ anguiue regarding'tba prepertion that may bo saved. 1 foge
Y .

‘o F

N

or roduetion process, of which wed”

and Mr. Apothe- .

s e wus b4
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o pew scale of food {r reliof-camps will give a better

that 5
proiis.

avy mortality ia igevitable.’
£ gaving life.

1039 Works are already in progre, for the provisi"m of 2 Alief-camp outsido the town. The
$ito hz} been chosen, and some tuts Yill be residy by Monday. Tho poor-house relicf has out~
grown tue means ob the disposal of the’ - ritable, and & camp for 1,000 will, I have no doubt, at
once fill, :

recoznise the presence of famine. "

16 stasion les somewhat in sn clongated basin between hills. Water from spring channels

end wells is still abundant, and fine erops of chglum and camboo cover the land whercver the

< nature of the ground will permit of W&l irrigation.  But flu? callivation is very local, and

“according to the eatimateg of the revenut authoritics will not yield a month’s supply of fuod for
the population. .

1%, *The Civil IIoepital, 8 new and commodions institution at tiis station under the super-
vision of an able and intellizent Apothecarfy Mr, Ward, is deing good gervice. The wards and
many temporary cheds are crowded with sick, choi.era, .dmrrh.cca, smzﬁ!-‘pox, and slo\fghir.g
wleera being the jgevailing forms of disvasca. Mr: \“l";lrd js fwking an active pach alis:) in th.e

guperyidion of the distril-ution of coohad food to t‘hc jufiigeut peor. As goon a8 the relief-canpis

ready, there mu-t Le 8 temporary hospital on tu‘ . g1 b cntitled |

allowanee for visiling and saperintending the sanitary and medical arrangéments oI tue calp-
19. The pew Subaidiary Jailis finizhel . there b

*tore accommadution for it, and tho prisoners aro‘.still kept 1n the old b{uldmg in the town.

There were 63 prisovcrs present whe Lad been in j&ﬂ' from a fcrv days to sf)x weeks. Those who

Lad been o few wecke in jail, doing 0O work and getuing their daily batta ‘o‘f':»Ammr, were mostly

sl 1 . 1 ack ne dn the once of 1lia Palmanair NN ol ki
ip fair heslth aad !_?wx'c:'gx,h, Jos d > : °

17.. Sefug the counday immeliately aboub I}}\fﬂ::;;l,‘;.‘:i; the present tiroe i is dificnlt to,

¢

v, spot, and Mr. Ward shgs! ‘tled to prvee |
s wpet, and Mr. Ward s y{bg entitled o;ymf\

, but fled with Crovernment rice, there boing no other’

) i M el LR E e me -

S
1
i

. - . , tmited in i ) 1 )
The old jail, howeveT, g powh o0 Timited in its space for the accommodation of thi,rey:
T

Sawaber of Prisonors, and the 3} ngistrate directed the trapefer of a portion of _them to apduc

R 20 T1TT14 SO P

g
vailaing. * e, T
(Signed) Ww. . CORNISIL, F.R.CB
Sanitary Comenissioner for Madras.
S
'R ANSTERRED 0 the Rovenue (Famine) Department.
®
(Sigoed) . D. F. CARMIC]pe
Oficiating Ch r'Seeretarys

e

——— S ———" S

No. 916. O ot TREREON, S0th Marsh 1877, No. 1,274.
Aicellaneous Tms tepert will be immediately
aece ¢ . . .
. cova‘punicated to the CoNgctor of the

. dicyict of Cuddapah.

92, The Government note that, as réspocts the famine laborers, all'thid has’

occurred while the men were recciving at least 2 Annas per Jiem. The Collectot
il therefore nob bo called upon to introsice the g Jubsistonso wage, which
tas been ordered for geyeral adoption, without further en N7 and reporte Mr.
Prico will inquito whetber the gangs have Iwen short paid from gl on tkopart of
the raaistrics or others; whether they have had ac idiculty in geitiiidel sulfiient
aliowance of fuod for their wages; or whether finally, there Las becn any
injudicious aunount of task-work oxacted, toaccdnt forXe state of LhiDg c
deseribade :

o

[

“a

ki

J T S A e tac

Jomeman

pu——— e —

e e e A e T

.-

1 it e =

PR

,outeE
L At B

PR

3. The Sanitary Ccmmission

30¢h March 1877,

State ; and in futuro all ¢ milar idspection repdtts W

au thority.

To 'the Sanitary CoLamitsioner..
,» the Collector of ‘Cuddapab.

. ,, the Doard of Revenue.

,, the Fizancial Departiaent.

Txd. A, F. Goodolh,

o

4

i

(True Ext act.)
. (Yizned)

or’s report will be
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