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T Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department, R
L 24th March 1877, : : o

~ Famine Relief,. =~ . | — ' -

No. 787-A. Ilead the following Proceedings of the Court of Wards, dated 12thv‘ R
. » March 1877, No. 1,144 :— | L o

Read the following :— . .

From J. LEE-WARNER, Esq., Spccial Assistant Collector,” Ramnad, to
‘W. McQUHAE, Esq., Collector of Madura, dated Kamuthi, 28th Februar;y_ -
1877, No. 67.— R 5 -
IN anticipation of the sanction of the Reghunatha-Cauvéri project, I‘vae’ the
honor to bring to your notice the enormous disproportion which you may have -
noticed in the late weckly reports in the scxes of the persons seeking relief. With
(. such a multitude of women whom distress has driven from their homes, it is not
. metely difficult to keep order, but it is almost impossible to tind carrying labor
AU i enough for them. We are bound by our orders to accept all the persons who come
: !; for labor having no other means of subsistence, and we are also required to exact
a fair task-work. In consequence of this, and for the speedier execution of the.
| = work, I wish to be instructed whether I may not admit upon the chanpel the able-
1 " bodied wen who have been recently thrown out of employment by the stoppage .of -
1 - all other work upon the estate and are now suffering great distress, but will not
* * accept the famine rates, and pay these men by the results. Each of these men
will work his four or five cubic yards of excavation in the day; whereas a feeble
cooly, taking his 2 Annas wage, hardly turns over mor.'g t}mn,vtw()_" pubic 'yards.
which itis the appointed task-work of one woman to carry off. By my arrange-
ment each able-bodied digger would give work to at least two women and a child,
and the disproportion is then reduced and labor found for the women,
2. Ican give you no estimate whatever now of the numbers whom this work

dod o,
will attract. As I go from village to yillage, or watch the gatherings at the

weekly fairs, I can see a perceptiblo change for the worse in the general pbysique

of the village people, while the starved beggars are becoming more clamorous,

* Pubt with all thig distress, I also hear their continually reiterated aversion to
~ leaving their homes for ahy distant labor other than Colombo, least of all for the
TN . tank-work of another, if nét a rival village. On the other hand there is a sort of
: o | ~ N.B.—Sanction haswjnst been received. greatness {&ttgching to t?le re—modelling
, R  of an ancient project like the Reghu-

ag I am often asked by
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ﬁhfba-Cauveri, which scems to have attracted att.entio@,
 wanderers whether that work i3 going on. o L
8, Iearnestly trust that my proposal in this letter may be submitted for the

J wf‘a.‘vorablc consideration of the Governmen | !
" yiew of the interests of the estate, which it so much concerns that this work should

. _* e completed, and that the able-bodied ryots should not be reduced to skelctons
=  before they are admitted on the roll of famine relief, but for the sake of a satis<
faciory solution of the problem how to provide work for all. I am prepared to carry

i out all the Goyernment Orders and wishes to their furthest extent, and I perfectly

" inderstand that tho work mow sanctioned is to be a famine relief work, and . .
! conducted solely on these principles; but the Government has also invited the local
officers to express their own views when they consider that there is adequate causo

for the Icast departure from their strict application,
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2nd children cannot work alone,

~ the famine rate of wages, and pay them by the piece.

- its laborers, it seems only fair to admit and pay enhanced wages to those who

o able and willing to execute more than the ordinary task, by ;llicll the estate
o benefit in the fpeedier‘ and cheaper COmpiétion of the work, whilst the Iaborexn‘s.will
- be maintained in condition. It seems. necossary that the restoration of the c¢hannel

- Government Orders read above it appears that distress is
o work is equally-suitable for the employtnent of nds
.‘ ‘ mploytment.of all comers ; and secon hat fuy

- -must be advanced temporarily - by Government. 1y fofunds
~ totreat one section of the channel exgeptionally and allow piece-work thereon: 1 E

this cannot .be_ permitted, the Collector must take up some of the subsidia orks.
~connected with the main channel for the employment of the gble

defraying the cost from current eollections,
- thig limited purpose. PR e

M

Madras Government, Revenue Department, ;
24th March 18717,

- -

Proceedz'ng: of the

et -

* .

No. 130,

SUBMITIED for favorable consideration of the Board of Revenue. The women

L ]
. - .
Mabugra,

_"‘4th March 1877, | ; (SlgfleQ) ‘ W MGQUIIC‘ige’actor

P, . ' . | ,
Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 23rd February 1877, Revenue *

LA :
~_ Departiment, No. 795-A.
ABSTRACT.——(‘Qmmlmicating telegram from Collector of Madura stating that

Ra 5 e
mnad Ea.tate l.unds are. exbausted and that State Relief Works have been
commenced in anticipation of sanction, . : :

Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 27th . Fcbruary 1877, Revenue
‘ , Dupgrtrnéx’nt,-No. 848-A.

. ApstrRacT—TRecording  telegram from Collector of Madura stating that

* h) 7 , ‘ :
Ragoona.dd Cauvery and other sanctioned works must be State Relief Works open
- - )

to all in consequence of distress increasing in South Ramnad, Madura,

- . .
o g i g
R VR .

e T St 5
~ THE Special Assistant Colleetor incharge of the Ramnad Ests
the great _preponderance of women amongst those resortin ‘
states that he will be unable to employ them profitably on t
channel unless he is allowed to employ the able-bodied men,

ot

g to relief works, and
he Ragunatha-Cauveri
who refuse to accept
; The proposal is inadmissi-
ble undTex" the tczrms of G.0s., duty«l 31st January 1877, No. 3291,)zmd 3rd Fibﬁi:il
1877, No. 390, if the work is to be treated in every respect as a relief work but’;bh{ar
Court are 'averSe.to turning away the able-bodied ryots until they have been ,i-educed
to starvation point; and as the estate will not be able to provide any other work for
are
will

should be treated as a relief work, because from the telegrams embodied in the

ry works
-bodied I:Lbbrers;

(Txue COPIGS and Extvract.) | ‘
. (Signed)  C. A GALTON,
- ' Sub—Secrctary.
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.te brings to notice
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Increasing and no ¢ther, « . -

It might be possible, however,

which it is presumed will suffice fop -
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* at famine rates, on picce-work, in the event of

of women who =t present seck relief, The

. one section of the main cl

‘to sanction its being carried out by piece-work.
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. . (.v X A
o P;-oceedﬁzgs of the Madras Qovernment, Revenue Department, - -
R o 24th March 1877, -

>

OnpEr TmEREoN, 24th March 1877,°No. 1,221-A.
" I G.O. of the 16th February,

~ No. 714, the Government sanctioned
the immediate commencement of the-

No. 787.B.

" Irrigation, No. 7.

* »chemne for the réétbrﬁtion ‘of the Ragunatha Caveri channol as a relief-work at the

cost of the Ramnad Estate. - SEUCR SRR S

2. On the 19th idem the Collector of Madura telegraphed that the Estate
funds were exhausted. ‘I'his was the day after his endorsement forwarding Mr.,
Lee-Warner's lettér of the 17th February, No. 49, to the Revenue Board was -

~ written, in which he recommended that works then in progress should be stopped

and irrigation repairs be commenced as State relief-works. .~
3. The Board; in forwatding his endorsement to Government, recommended

the postponement of the collection of the whole of the peshkush of the Zemindari

~ for the current year, in order to admit of the restoration of the Ragunatha Caveri
. and other works in"the Lstate being carried out, and in G.O. of the 26th February
1877, No. 835, this course was sanctioned.

4, The Board now forward a letter from Mr. Lee-Warner to the Collector

of Madura, dated February 20ﬂ1, in which he asks permission’ to employ =all the

ablo-bodied male laborers who come to him for employment, but will not work
‘ the channel restoration being sanc-

rk for the disproportionately,large number

tioned, as he will thus be able to find wo
proposal, aud remark that it seeius necessary to treat the restoration of the channel i
as a relief-work and to advance funds for its execution temporarily, They also
suggest that one scction: of the channel should be carried out by plece-w.ork, and

by task-work ; and if this is impracticable, they consider that

the rest, presumably, . :
of the subsidiary works connceted with the main

the Collector must take up some
channel. ,

'5. The Government observe that the main channel has- been sanctioned as a

relief-work, that Estate funds are, or ought to be, ava_ila.blo for its exec':uti_on out of
the suspended peshkush, and, that the Board’s suggestion to have piece-work on
» janpel and task-work on the rest does not commend
to exempt the main channel from the

itsclf to them. They resolve, however, ;
329 and 330, Financial Department, and

operation of G.O. of the 31st January, Nos.

BN

~ (True Extract.) SRS . =
(Signed) J. H. GARSTIN, . -
Additional Secretary to Gorcrnmend,

R
e
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" To the Cour;, 6f Wards.

,, the Public Works Department.
,, the Financial Department. '

" Exd. F. R. Dantleman.
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