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rules in the manner indicated would at once throw open a large fleld for labor,
: Mr. Knox's proposal is worthy of consideration. « If it is adopted, a small Survey Party

will have to be placed at my disposal to commence the regular demarcation and survey
a8 soon as the land has been inspeoted. - :

.

Excrosure (0. L. ; :
From H. T, ENOX, " Fsq.i- Acting Assistant Commissioner, to A. Mo, WEBSTER, Esq.,
4 Acting Commissioer of the Nilgiris, dated Qotacamund, 19th February 1877. s
ke, I visuen the distrossed eountry on Tuesday, Wxﬂuesday, Thursday, and Friday of last
weok, Absolute famine prevails in twenty villages forming three groups. I was able fo visit -
oﬁly the Kookultoral gronp. T am satisfied that thg ééeounts which T received of the state of
! {ho other groups are true, and that they are all in an equally wretched condition. v
\ 2. The Kookultorai group is situated ix s valley st the head of the Orange Valley. It
*&&ﬂ “ponsists of the following villages :-—1, Kookulterai; 2, Beegaihola ; 3, Nericamabai ; 4, Weelhutty ;
o » 5, Elayoor ; 6, Thaikili; 7, Deenbutty ; 8, Nelfmunda 3 9, Kardhutty. : ‘ :
{ The seoond or Kookaloor group is on the same level a8 Tooneri and Kotergherry and lies
3 betwoen Kotergherry and the Todanad, Koteysherry heing the upper part of the Kookultorai
Valley and congists of the following villages:—1, quknlgor; 2, Ajoory; 3, Kagguohi; 4,
Banghitty ; 5, Billicamabai ; 6, Honathully, e T S N
5. The third or Sirioor greup Les in the jungle bebween ‘the foot of the hills and the
Moyar river, and on the same lovel as, but east. of, Saegoor. Tt consists of the following five
villages, which are enly very small hamlets of a fov houses sach :—1, Birioor ; 2, Backimala;
8, Ancikatti ; 4, Malayaparai ; 5, Kodaladi. ] o

advising any people who may remain thers, and whe are wnable to live thiare, to come up the
nill, | b _ R i
5., Bheeg bty villagos have had no crops for w0 years, and are consequently oloarad out
of all their stores of graiu and straw. There is not s handfal of ,
such as has been brought from Koterghon_-y.v Thero s no straw, except & littlabroken straw oave-
fully saved in the grain baskets in the vorandahe, and very little of it, not a cart-load inall. "The
- grain pits are all empty. There is no seed grain evet in the hands of the e i A e
6. There has 5ot boen for some time past a0 b of logally.griwn food bosides tho wild

~ people in this or in the othe‘? groups ; only the well-to-do folks who _oan borrow money, and the |
women and®hildren who have husbands or parents employed on estates, remain. Al the poor

: barely kept alive by the chaxity of the !imghhors. Twenty ho

Half the population are said to have gone away chiefly
it B fo she HEnsioer ooty whins Sie wed's Pl
 their food 88 wages, | L0 T S FIER T Sl g

7. None who went away have returned ; w0 nothing is Enown of fhair condition in that
eountry. - As to the measures to bo adopted for the relief of those who ars now lable to starv
tion, I do not now see sny necossity for relief w
Magistrate show that employment can be found far
than have hitherto been paid. I think that it is
olildren and for thuso facblo people who cannot

‘those who are willing to work for less wiges

work ; af
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4, This third group is vow almost or quite desirted ; ‘noihing oan be done iont beyond‘l LA

grain in all the villages exonpt

berries that grow in the jungles. There ace now very fow sbsolutely destitute and starving
have migrated or died, exeept s fow children who have no miaﬁmip take Gire of them, and sre : &

absclutely sbandoned, som ffteen woon and six men diedt of disease snd stervation two months
g, ot sincethen'there o been no doth, s those who had o means of support have migrated,

 Tho answers to my Ciroular os District

only necessary now to provide for the dadﬁ*ﬁ;‘ =
0 can  1f any remain or who may soon regfiire L
help when their present resources ard exhansted. Th- e will bo some womon, too, porbapawho . ¢
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