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No. 583. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th
February 1877, No. 916 :—
Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 30th October 187 6, No. 2,690,
Read also the following letter from F. R, H. SHARP, Esq., Acting Collector of N ellore,
to H. E, STOKES. Esq.. Acting Secretary to the Roard of Rovenue, dated
Kota, 22nd January 1877, No. 413 :—

Wit reference to the Proceedings of the Board, No. 2,690, of 30th October last,
inquiring when and under what circumstances the Sea Customs Establishment wags
placed under the Salt Deputy Collector, I have the honor to submit a letter® from
that officer affording information on the
! Subject.

2. I may add that, in connection with the importation of grain for Government '
into the various ports of  the sub-division; I am placing the Sea Customs Bstablish-
ments of those ports under the Sub-C ollector tentatively, and, if the system works swell
and the Sub-Collector desires and finds he can manage the charge in his office
satisfactorily, shall continue the arrangement.

* No, 204, dated 11th ultimo (copy enclosed).

e

Excrosvre No, 1.

E; rom 0. E. PLUNKETT, Eisq., Deputy Collector in charge of the Salt Department, Nellore, *

I 5avE the honor fo reply to your foot-note, No. 8,151, dated 9th ultimo, appended to copy
of Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,600, dated 30th October last. I regret the delay that has taken
place in the matter ; but, as my time has been more than fully ocoupied in attending to relief
work and other extrancous matter, T have not had the leisure to refer to the old correspondence
on the inquiry made before submitting an answer to it. ; :

2. The Board ask under what orders the present arrangement of having the Sea Customs
work in this distriet under the Salt Deputy Collector was first established, how long it has
subsisted, and whether the Deputy Collector’s proper work is affected by it. e

3. Prior to the appointment of a Special Deputy Collector to the charge of the salt, the
Salt Superintendents, who were at that time also the local Sea Customs Officers along the coast
in Nellore, were in the principal division under the orders'of the Head Assistant Collector, °
and in the sub-division under the Sub-Collector. In 1859, however, the new office of Salt
Deputy Collector was created, and the whole salt charge of the difftriet was brought under him
and removed ontirely from the Sub and Head Assistant Collectors, who however retained the
Sea Customs supervision. The Salt Superintendents were thus placed under two masters—under
the Sub or Head Assistant Collector in the Sea Customs Department and nnder tha Deputy
Collector in the salt ; and, as this arrangement was not'vonvenient, the then (Ljollee'toxf of Nellore,
Mr. Dykes, proposed, and the Board supported the proposal in their Proceedings, No. 63, dated:

6th J anuary 1860, that “ the Sea Customs Departanent may be pluced .under the Depu'ty Collector
in charge of the salt revenue,” as * this arrangement will be partxmllurl:y convenient as the
Salt Superintendents, withone exception; collect the customs dues, and will thus be under one
superior in both departments.” In their Order thergon,,Reve.nue Department, ?7th January
- 1860, No. 132, the Government sanctioned the arrangement, which w~ established and hag

since subsisted up to the present time. } ; s
4.- Three or four years after the orders quoted in my foregoing paragraph, however, an

entire and radical change was offected in both the Salt and Sea Customs Departments‘under the
revision of Revenue Establishments carried out by the Hon. C. Pelly, then 'a Member of
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
19tk March 1877.

i
vision instead of that of the Salt Deputy Collector, the Board called for a report a3 to , s 3
the origin of the existing arrangement and the length of time it has been in f-‘.”'?e‘ ' ,'H
From the report now furnished by the Salt Deputy Collector it appears that, prior : -
to the appointment of a Special Deputy Collector to the charge of salt revenue, the Pl
collostinn nf maa ewcbome was G uatd 4o o noyeral  Salé Guporintondents uador the

orders of the Head Assistant Collector in the principal division and of the Sub-Collector
in the sub-division, and that subsequently the supervision of the Sea Cufstoms am? Sslt 5
Establishments was vested in the Salt Deputy Collector to obviate the inconvenience
which would result from divided control. The necessity for this arrangem@t no
longer “exists, the two departments having been separated, and the Board therefore
support the Collector’s proposal that the control of the Sea Customs Establishment in the

sub-division be transferred to the Sub-Collector as an experimental measure 'ﬁbjeﬁt
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5 206 his i to report on the working of the system at the expiration of a year. -
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