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~ unless some such alternative is speedily e

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16¢h March 1877.

Famine Relief.
Read the following papers :—

No, 542.  Proeeedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th February 1877.

Read the following letter from W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Collector of North
Arcot, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Segretary:to the Board of Revenue,
dated Chendraghiri, 21st February WiT, No. 118:—

Ox arrival at Chendraghiri lately I was informed, on inquiry, that the price
of rice has gradually risen during the last few days, and that it is expected to rise
still higher for want of sufficient supply in the markets in this part of the country.
I understand that this circumstance is due to a certain arrangement recently made
by the Ruilway authorities for transmitting rice from Madras only at stated inter
vals by each of the North-West and South-West Lines, and ander which the com-
modity is forwarded continuously for a few days on the one line, and then again
on the other. This periodical ‘transmission of-p;,ce is found in effect to throw the
grain trade almost entirely into the hands of a few rich and influential merchants
to the serious detriment of the interests of those in a less opulent condition: The
wealthy traders have their agents in Madras, and, somehow or other, succeed in
almost monopolising the importation of xice by rail, and thus are able to raise the
retail rates at their pleasure ' %7? - ' '
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9. 1 read lately in the Madras papers an account of thAe (iiscovery of a regular ik

gystem of black-mail levied by the Railway Clerks at the Salt Cotaurs, under
which the grain of certain native traders was given undue precedence in despatch
up-country. Whether the late rise in prices here is not due to such {raudulent con-
duot is a matter for consideration. Be that, however, as it may, it is a fact that the

present system of forwarding a consigunment of grain periodically, or in small
fixed quantities, is now having an injurious offect on the markets. 1 am well

aware of the very great difficulty that the Railway Company is now laburing
under in the transportation of grain from Madras, and that every effort is being
made to carry as much 88 possible to the distressed districts; but the present
arrangement was in all probability devised by some official who was unaware of the
rosults it would entail on the grain trade of the country; and 1, therefore, have
now the honor to draw the Board’s serious attention to the matter. It appears
to me quite possible to amend the present system, and to arrange that a certain

number of wagons of grain may be despatched by each day’s goods train, so

a.rtanged that, without geriouns delay, they uiay be _deta‘chad at the various stations

along the line. It is to constant, even though comparatively small, supplies of
ook if we wish to keep down prices, and
. offected, the local trade will continue to be
only think of their own

grain pouring in that we have to 1

monopolised by a few wealthy merchants, Who, of course,
pecuniary interests.
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Suswirrep to Government.
2. The Railway Qfficers are, D0
transport power af their command, The Board should

doubt, doing the bost they can to utilise the
think that it would be




¢ mgéfz"of the Madr@ Government, Revenue

166k March 1877 Department,
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preference being shown to any trader in
adras,

(4 *m,e Copy and Extract.)

Proceedmgs of tize Maaf’me Government, Revenue Department,
16th March 1877.

1,600 bags of rice had arrived. I concluded from this that the former systom
ha,d been reverted to in consequence of action taken upon my letter above qnated

S )

H. E. STOKES,
Secretary.
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No. 543B. . OzpEr raEREON, 16th March 1877, Neo. 1,111.
| S ComyunicaTep, with copy of the
o RN _ telegram to which it is a reply, to th®

\ Consulting Engineer for Railways :vith
reference to his letter of the th March 1877,
(True Extrai} .) 4
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To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Consnlting Engineer for Railways.
, the Public quks Department.

,» the Financial Department.
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