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 relief-works, where théy are

Prooeedmgs of tlw Madms Government, Revi;zue Departxment, it
12th March, 1877. i

Famine Relief.

No. 376.  Read the followmg Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated Tth
. March 1877 :—

Rea.d the followmg letter from R. DAVIDSON, Esq., Acting Oollector of
Kurnool, to H. B. STOKES, Esq., Seeretary to the Board of Revenup,
dated Camp at Cumbum, 17th February 1877, No. 4 (Extra). =

Wira reference to G.O., No, 515, dated 5th February 1877, Revenue Depart-

- ment, I have the honor to ma.ke the followmg observations.

2. On all large relief-works the bhalt, blind, the extremely aged, snd mere

infants are found to resort, and they appear to think that they have a claim on
the charity of Government, by reason merely of their age or infirmity, without

reference to the ability or otherwme of the bread-winners of the family to aupport
them, \ ; i
3. The presence of such incapables among a gang of task-work eoohesxs
obviously unfair; at thesame time those of them who are destitute but inca-
pacitated from working by reason of such mﬁrxmty are clearly enutled to Stata
aid in this time of dire distress.

4, 1In such cases it has hitherto been my eustom, in consultat;on with the

scction or other responsible relief officer present, to draft them nnd gtant them i

a ticket of adtmsmon to the rehaf-houw. o lungerkha.na, ‘which enthe:
1518 j village 11 ftié"ﬁ i

after it has been ascertained that they are worthy recipients of Smé ch
5. Unfortunately one of the greatest difficulties we have to eontend with in

“the preaent emergency is the wily scheming of the village anthormes, who, it is

feaved, in many instances are taking advantage of the prevailing dxstrm, and of
the inadequate supervision as yet supplied to feather their nests at the ‘expense
ahke of Govnrnment and of their fellow-countrymen in distress,

6. This is fhe greut obstacle which presents itself to oarrymg out vxllage :

xmprovement! ona systematae and comprehensive scale.

7. Wereit othprw‘x'ﬁe sums of money might be entrusted to village heads for
the relief of the destitute who are unable to earn a living on relief-works, and for
cleansing and otherwise improving vxllages, either singly or in groups. |

8. ‘Whun sys&ema.tm task under advquate supervm  has been mtroduaed

the possibility of outsiders flocking to the rehef-worka wﬂl,,bo reduoed in pmpprtmn
to the amount of subordinate supervision supplied, and 'whieh as has rapeabedly

' been brought to notwe, is far. below the reqmtementa of the dutnet

9. Iam afraid tha.t if large rolief-camps centrally situated are anbsmuted
for existing arrangements, the means of ascertaining by local inquiry the condition
of applicants will be wanting, and without some such check  the influx of sush peopls '
will be very great from outsxde the the dmtnct, and the exponse to Govemmem
proportionately heavy a.ud unnecessary. | | |

' Mp};ﬂq& with cooked food at. Government expam;
and under the best available cantml, check, and supervm&om, t111 better _im}s come,
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