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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, -
sl TMRE 5l 30th May 1876.

’

No. 327.  Read thefbﬂowiné Proceedings of the Board of Revenile, dated 20th
: May 1876, No. 1,331 :—

Read the following‘letter from Colonel F. J. MOBERLY, R.E,, Sup@riniend-
ing Engineer, Chingleput, to C. A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Secretary
‘to the Board Qf Revenae, dated Mount, 16th May 1876, No. 490.

I mavE the honor to submit the following remarks for the consideration of
the Board of Revenue with reference to their Proceedings, dated 10th instant.

2. On receiving Mr. Melville’s request that I would endeavour to open the
‘mouth of the Ennore river, I pointed out that any attempt would cost a consider-
able sum of money, and that, seeing the condition of the backwater, I was by no
‘means sanguine of success. He pressed me to try. e :

3. Having stated the difficulty of the work, I thought I wis bound in
_courtesy to try myself, rather than torun the risk of failure by leaving it to the Salt
| Dﬁﬁﬁﬂmeﬁt to carry out my instructions. I request reference to G.0., No. 13,

of 4th January 1870, paragraphs 4 and 5, laying down the course to be pursued.
1 was so anxious that failure should not be caused by neglect, that I spent nearly
' the whole of two days on the Bar itself. Lieutenant Smither had his tents on the
sand bank, and was up several times in the night, strengthening weak places.
The Deputy Collector paid the work a casual visit, in company with one of the

Salt Commissioners as & mere matter of curiosity, and not by any means as if he

CUl il
5l

have been doing the v}ork at which Liéﬁtqqan_t Smither and I were toiling

personally. , i) |
4l Ne acknowledgment was made of our exertions. Even when the channel
was opened-I had serious doubts of its doing any good, and 1 received not a line
of any kind to say whether the salt manufacture had profited. The gauge at
Shadienkupam Lock showed a regular fall in depth of water, and so far it seemed
“no good was done. ! |
-y 5 - dn Gxtarbiog o Government my report the Board of Revenue proposed
that the mouth should be kept open for three months; but the Chief Engineer’s
remarks, dated 9th March, did not strike me as encouraging, and the Government
distinetly, in Order No. 891, of 17th March, limited expenditure to Rupees 1,000.
1 would, with all deference, point out that I am not mentioned in paragraph 1 of
this order suthorizing the expenditure ; but am called on to provide an estimate
for the survey. A regular estimate for such work as opening the Bar which depends
for its success on. wind and surf, which vary very frequently, is impossible.
6. As1 said before, I had no grounds for supposing that in disobeying
G.0., No. 13, of 4th January 1870, I had gained the success which might cover
my neglect of orders. 6.0, No. 691, did not read to me encouraging, nor does
it appear to me even now to support me in any way. I turned, therefore, to the
Collector on whose responsibility I was working... . )
7. On receiving his reply, I sent instructions to the Range Officer to resume
work, thinhlhg;t‘lid‘ and the mouth has been opened at spring tides at considerable
expense. The time suggested by the Board in Proceedings, No. 1,117, of 2Tth -
April, next full moon,” has expired, and 1 regret to say the Bar has closed, the

erested -in our success, and wlio-vught really to S
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9. Mr. Barlow has diselaimed all intention of finding fault with Colonel
Moberly ; but even assuming that the Collector’s letter might bear that construc-
tion, Colonel Moberly might have referred it for the orders of Government ; he was
certainly not justified in suddenly stopping a work which he had maugurated with

“success, and which he had been requested to continue both by the Uollector and the
Board, especially when abandonment might lead to serious loss to Government.
The Deputy Collector has now been directed to do his best to keep open the Bar;
if, however, there is water enough for navigation, there will be sufficient for salt

enfttmg, all the gunny bags have been
m’@ﬂ have disappeared.

‘ 5'“"? thing must be commenced de novo.
which we had a few dayt ago threw m

,iha"g'htig ii‘bwlutely mcessm'y that he should | b
- in four months on the Bar, much :

: v manufacture,
.:mi‘luy employed. ) . SRl : 3. The Board much regret that this misunderstanding should have arisen
'““‘ i l:::f' as Mr. Bar 0: * g and led to the stoppage of work for which Colonel Moberly and Mr. Smither are
‘myself in a position where & entitled to considerable credit.

e b nggleetmg GO. No. 13, of
Pl (A true Copy and Extract yo

{(Signed) ~ E. GIBSON,
Acting Sub-Secretary.

No. 328. 4 Ouvite rHEREON, 30th May 1876, No. 714.

CoMMUNICATED to the Public Works
- Department.

O e L ™ S 7T, 1 et

Miscellaneous.

(Slgned) D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Secretary to Governmend..

To the Board of Revenue,
,; the Public Works Depa.rtment
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