Seott. I (1)-1—10,008—~7-10-10,

(1) Number of pages Vé'\

(2) Date of repair e -l ~é§>‘

(3) Initials of the Referencer

TAMIL NADU ARCHIVES

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL N ADU

Rassores  DEPARTMENT

Vot to be folded or roughly handled




'

.
- -
aangl S

Proceedings of the dMadras GQvernmént, Financial Department,
] ond March 18%6.

Provincial Services—Budget. :
No 11,  Tead the following letter from H.G. TURNER, Esq., C.S, Acting
Postmaster-General, to the ITon. W. HIUDLESTON, Chief Secretary

to Government, Fort St. George, dated adras, 8th February 1876,

No. 12,168 :—
In the Proccedings, Madras Government, Finanecial Department, 20th
January 1876, 1 find that the District Post Dudget for 1876-77, submitted by
the Doard of Revenue, has been approved, and that the appropriation of funds

for this purpose is finally decided upon.

Thisis the first intimation of the disposition which has reached me. I,in whom
tho Government have placed the administration of this department, have had no
rtunity of setting forth my views on its requirements for the ensuing year.
In conjunction with the Collectors of the Districts marginally noted, I am
introducing a scheme of village post

oppo

North Arcot. Tinnevelly,

South Arcot, Salen, ¢ Adell wi s .

"Trichinopoly. Coiwmbatore. W hfc ! Wll,l entlrel.y alter tho fOOt_mg on

_ Tanjore. ’ Malabar. which this establisbment has hitherto
Madura. cxisted.

The Collectors have accepted my proposals, and they are very eager to afford
L{ég‘“a{, t'he; ‘a§§i§t~a:}g}e_ﬂ)@t ja mormired . to ensy’ B e T if,“lfl had -
have obtained my views on wen pudaets before they went “onto the Board of
Revenue. If this had been’ done in the present case, the Board would not have
beca driven, from lack of knowledge, to the course they have adopted in dealing
with the Collectors’ proposals.  They have accepted economics without any know-
ledgo of the circumstances that guided the district authoritics in advocating them,
and they reject the enhacements on the same ground of want of information.

It is casy, thcreforo, to sco that tho principle that has guided the Board in
framing this Badget has not had referenco to tho efiiciency of the District Postal
Service, but only to the possibility of reducing the expenses connected with it.

I beg then to submit to Government that, both in fairness to mysclf as the
administrator of the department and iu view to tho better consideration of the
necassitics of the service, these Budgets may be returned through the Board to
me for an expression of my opinion.

9. T trust thut tho Government do not endorse tho policy of the Doard as set
forth in the concluding sentonecs of paragraph 18. . Tha systom, which I end the
Collectors are now trying to introduce, has for its aim the endeavor to expend
the District Post grants to the greater advantage of the public. Hitherto, this
applicd to a necessary, but, at the same time, to a very limited,
d to comfort tho administration, and the con-
veniences enjoyed by the public onaccount of this great cxpenditure are as nothing
compared with thoso given to tbe. Collcctor and the District Officers.  We hope
to alter this state of things, to make this post emphatically a District Post, not,

g3 it has becn hitherto, an Administration Post.

money has been
purposo. It has leen cxpende
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Pyoceedings of the adras Goverinment, Financial Department, | Lo 2T s “ond March 1876, o I
: 2nd Aarch 1876, . T ' ' ' ~ : C
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L ' 1 that the details of the Collectors’ proposals
Tho money willto espended in paying postmen to go on specified beats o, G?vell;?Txegteaf’iit‘n;:s:::-th;iral has nadertaken the administration
‘ .‘ ° 3 : . .§ 1 S rn1c I bk PV SR e . 3 5 - +x
from village to village throughout the district and in fecing certain residents in those districts of w do with his concurrence, atid have every desiro that tbfs should % «. %
those vilI:ges to look after the local box and to sell stamps to tho public. : ' of the post Wef;hl;?icmils are open to revision throughout, and the Acting qut- -
.. . . . ~ . . ‘ Cc' " ra - . - B
8. The Doard, thercfore, aré under a misapprehension when they assert , :):a:ltl::é:neral ‘can comnunicate with the Doard of Revenue on the S“bJ‘-Ct: L
that the District Post Funds are now destined to keep non-paying offices afloat ' - (True Extr.a_cvt')“.._ -
until they prove to be sell-supporting, and are taken on that account to the } e e

Toaporial bosom. It is trus that uo establishment can be couverted-luto Tinpertal; Co : N
or sct ou foot, for the first time, as such, until it is shown to be self-supporting, o | .
It is true that, by applying this principle, I have been able to bring over ncarly | o

all the District Post Ofiices and Post Lines to the larger department. Buat this | ' - .
once dohe, I no longer propose to devote the District Funds to pioncer, in this | ' N - )
way, to the Imperial Department. i ' : : o

o ,,_’».:}

, ! . : ot
4. 1 forsee some difiiculty in procuring sufficient funds to carry this scheme : _ : o : -
into exccution. It is not, at present, my purpose to address Government on this - ‘ : '

: : ' 8
point, not, indeed, until I can come to them with evidence of succoss from tle - T -

. : . r
experiments now under trial ; but, in order that there may be no hindrance to : o : -

i : satl tmaster-General.
i ' i tetpiet the Oficiating Postmas
the due execution of these experiments, I have arranged to convert every district To the °

1 1 el ? Loard of Revenas. Rl ‘
peon, who is shown to collect and dishurse suficicut postage to pay the expense

. » 7
: ' \ g tevenue Departmest. o
1 M : - - . \
of his up-keep, to Imperiul, aud therehy to provide fuuds for cotertaining another | L »

' : .
i i ‘ . VAR . ' . .
district peou in his stead. : L N
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So far thercfore is the assertion of tho Board, that the District Post s o 2 v
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department that proposcs to sfep over the bounds that have bitherto circumscribed L
its operations, in order to hold out a hand to its struggling sister. '

5. The Board, I sce, propose to spend the savings that accrue, in their view
of the matter, froin this assistance rendered by the Imperial Dcpartiment, on roads,

In the first place, I trust that Government will not be led away Lythe! - ‘ ' { ' o -
assumption of the Board that they have, or are likely to have, any funds to 1 ‘ '
dispose of.  T'here can be no question that the funds of the Distriet Post are g

wholly inadequate to earry out a distriet collection and delivery without tlo ! i

assistance of the Imperial Department; and, sccondly, if the help of the Imperial ; K

Department is to Do received in this spirit, the Government must abandon ‘all
hope of having a District Post. '

A roud or two moro is unquestionably a qood thiny

2, and weight must be « - L
allowed to the opinion of the Board; but [am in a position to assert that these -

views are not Licld by the Collectors. Lvery such officer would, no doubt, be / |
glud to get an extra

grunt for hiy comuiunications;-but if] it were proposed to give | / ~
1t to him at the expenso of all his prescnt hopes of improving his District Tappal, - o -
I feel sure that Lo would rcject the oifler. A : '

D

No. 15,

Tho Acting
Kave no int

Ozpzr ThEREOY, 2nd March 1876, No. 441,

Postmaster-General s right in assuming that ¢
cntion of transferring an
purposes 50 long as it is res

Lo Government .
: ¥ portion of the District Post grant to other !
tuired for the development of the original objoct. '

Tz A Grubert.
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