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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
~ 20th May 1876.

No. 189.  Read the following letter from Captain J. H. TAY LOR, Master Attend-

ant, Administrative Department, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. George, dated
~ Madras, 3rd May 1876, No. 3,132:—

I 5avE the honor to submit, for such further orders as the Government may be
pleased to issue, a letter from Messrs. Binny & Co. on the subject of the new rules
for coasting steamers, sanctioned in G.Q., No. 425, of date 27th March 1876, and
also a letter received in reply to a reference made by me to the Collector of Sea
Customs on Messrs. Binny & Co.’s application, Should His Grace thé Governor in
Council be prepared to reconsider the question, I would respectfully recommend, in
the interests of steam-traffic, that Rule 12 be finally amended as proposed in my letter,
No. 760, bearing date 29th January 1876, and recorded in the Proceedings of Govern-
ment, No. 266, of date 23rd February 1876,

Excrosvrz No. 1.

From Messrs. BINNY & Co., Ageats, to Captain J. H. TAYLOR, Master Adttendant,
dated Madras, 25th April 1876.

Wz have before us the order of Government prohibiting the discharge of cargo after
6 p.x. from coasting steamers.

Several points in it not being clear to us, we have the honor to request that you will favor
us by explaining them, afd thus prevent detention to work, and also prevent other difficulties
suddenly arising from an incorrect interpretation of the order on our part.

1. The order is published under the heading * Rules regarding Coasting Steamers.”
Are the Mail steamers of the P. and O.and Messageries Maritimes Company, other Canal
steamers, and sailing ships to be permitted to discharge cargo after 6 ».., while coasting

steamers remain idle ?
2. Do coasting steamers carrying Her Majesty’s Mails come under the above prohibition ?

1 so, detentions to the Mails may be frequent, as, if a steamer with onl_y a few packages
remaining on board at 6 p.:x. cannot discharge tb.em, she will require to remain till the follow-
ing day to complete her discharge.

3. Does the expression “ land cargo” refer to the putting of cargo over the vessels side,

or to the actual landmg of it on the pier or beach ? If the latter, the-order of Government

virtually puts an end to the discharge of goods from vessels at 4 ».x. into pier-boats and at 4:30
to 5 ».u. into shore-boats—an hour at which to end work for the day will seriously inconvenience
the whole of the nhxppmg interests of the port.

4. Shonld boats arrive along-side the pier before 6 r.x., will they; if not dmehm‘ged at 6 P
owing to pressure of work at the pier, romain \mdxsoha.rged until the following day at the risk

of the concerned ? Such an arrangement would, we fear, militate strongly against the use of

the pier, as the risk to cargo exposed all night to the swell along-side the pier would be such as
neither Ships’ Agents nor consignees would undertake.

5. Does the rule apply to the shipment as well as to the landing of eargo ?

As we understand that you recommended to Government the insertion of a clause in Rule
No. 12 rogarding coasting steamers, permitting work to be carried on until 9 P.M. “ on fhe
special sanction of the Customs and Marine authorities being obiained,” we have the honor to
request that you will kindly bring the matter again to the notice of Government, pointing out
to them the serious delays to steam vessels whieh must necessarily result from the enforcement
of the new order. ;
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