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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
bth May 1876.

SENSS

items Nos. 25 and 48 of the Tariff Act XVI. of 1875 and page 8 of the Board's
Proceedings, No. 184, dated 22nd January 1876, and paragraph & of Board's
Proceedings, No. 107, dated 15th idem, I am doubtful whether these articles can
all be passed free of duty.” '

“It seems to me that, with reference to item 48 of Schedule A annexed fo .

Act XVL of 1875, the articles are dutiable at the rate of 1 per cent.; but, as the
Assistant Engineer claims them to be passed free, I request you will be good
enough to refer the matter to the Board for instructions.  Copies of the application
and the report of the Superintendent are herewith forwarded for your information.”

SusMITTED for the orders of Government.

2. The question raised in the letters read above is whether locomotive
engines and other machinery imported from foreign ports for Railway purposesare
dutiable or not under the Tariff Act XVI. of 1875.

3. There is no doubt that machinel_'x

(1) Of Iron imported for purposes other than gt
(2.) Steel rails and other articles made of steel %0 A4T€ mot liable to duty, m‘?e L
‘i:tended for Permanent-way of Rail- No. 25 of Schedule A of the Tarlﬁ'_A -
(3.) ;ﬁs'other _sorts including carriages, and the Board do. n?t think_ e t;-h 2 ;“;;:
trucks, 48% of the Act is intended to 1DCINCGS

- similar machines imported for Railway.

* 48, Railway Materials—

4. The Board are, however, led to make this reforence, as the Government

of India have, in reviewing the Trade Return for April 1875, inguired why loco
motive engines and tenders were allowed to pass free,

5'. It is true that in April on the returns of which month the Government
of India have made the observation in question, Act X VL. of 1875 was not in force,
but the Board observe that the wording of the "l‘ari!‘f Act in regard to Machinery
m‘xd Railway plant is almost identical with the terms of the Act then in force—
vide lgem;r Nos, l29 and 40, Schedule A, Act XIIL. of 1871. ik

- o reply to the enquiry of the G ia has as yet been :
patched: The Board thinkqit d};sirable thi:?l:;:g:itt: friﬁi? l:::l theyl"’i“t shovld
be obtained. |

- (True Copies and Extract.)
SEN ' ; (Signed)  C. A. GALTON, ;
Acting Secretary-

ORDER THEREON, 5th May 1876, No. 577.

Separate Revenue, No. 4, Trg question raised 1 i
- Proceedings and in the pape S L
b FHON mitted therewith is whether locf’“' ZAo

: , tive engines and other .whmﬂ
imported for Railway purposes falls under “ All other sorts” under Article

A of the Tariff Act XVI. of 1875. If the former is the case, 5 per cent: dugd"

leviable ; but, if included under the latter, the articles should be

The provisions of the old Act X[II, of 1871 in regard to Railway materials gn‘ .

n the above

No. 48,

or under “Machinery,” mentioned under the exception to Article No. 25 of , i8 B
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 Proceedings of the Madras GMment, Revenue Department,
5th May 1876.

machinery were identically the same as in the new Act, except in the matter of
duty, items 29 and 40 of Schedule A of the old Act corresponding almost entirely
to items 25 and 48 of the Schedule A of the new Act. (

2. The practice under the old and new Acts in this Presidency has been to
class the articles referred to under ¢ Machinery ”” and pass them duty free; but

the Government of India have pointed out to the Board of Revenue in connection

with the Trade Returns submitted by them for some months of the past year (1875)
before the introduction of the new Tariff Act that duty should have been levied

un the Railway machinery, and inquired the veason for passing them free. It
would have been well if the Board had explained without delay the uncertain state .

of the law on the subject, and the practice prevailing in this Presidency. Under
the present circumstances, however, it appears to Government that the intention of
the Government of India being made known in regard to the provisions under the
old Act, and the new Act being practically identical as the old on the point raised,
the proper course to adopt is to levy duty onthe articles referred to subject to fur-
ther instructions from the Government of India, who will be addressed in view to

obtain a clear ruling on the subject. The Board will issue instructions to this

effect to the Customs Officers of the Presidency, and will also call attention to the
‘ s rovision of the law, which en th
Section 185 of Consolidated Customs Aect gnties’ shiortloviad ;hall 5 ::lt; ba;

No. VI, 1863, 3
; the person chargeable, on demand made

_within six months, .~ -
(True Extract.) i
(Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secretary to Government,

¥

o

~ To the Board of Revenue.
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“Tt seems to me that, with refersnce to- item 48 of Schedule A anpexed to
Act XVI. of 1875, the articles are dutiable at the rate of 1 per cent. ; .bnt, as the
Assistant Engineer claims them to be passed free, I request you will b:e g?oi
enough to refer the matter to the Board for instructions. Copies of the apphce.ztmg
and the report of the Superintendent are herewith forwarded for your igformatxon.

3

SuBMITTED for the orders of Government, . y
2. The question raised in the letters read above is whether Locomotive
Engines and other machinery imported from foreign ports for Railway purposes are
dutiable or not under the Tariff Act XVI. of 1875. ’ -
i - 3. There is no doubt that machinery

* 48, %ﬁilw&y Materials— i imported for purposes other than Rail-
on .

e b i ¢ Tiahlo to duty; wide-tem
2.) Steel rails and other Mdles made of stel | WY 876 1O 7Y: e
Y é : inteh f:ll}g Pérﬁ!m :f Rail- No. 25 of Schedule A. of the Tariff Act,

b’ ¢ “\
N

ways. : 3 e and the Board do not think that the item
3.) All g , el
et g T 48% of tha Aok i fntanded to Tasisde

: similar machines imported for Railway.

4. The Board are, howaever, led to make this reference, as the Government

of India have, in reviewing the Trade Return for April 1875, enquired why Loco-

mogam Engines and tenders were allowed to pass free.

=5, It is true that in April on the returns of which month the Government

of Ipdié have made the observation in question, Act X VL of 1875 was not in fqme,

but the Board observe that the wording of the Tariff Act in regard to Machinery
sud Raitway plaut Isalintist idemtical wits the ‘terms of the Act then in force—

vide Ttems Nos. 29 and.40, Schedulo A, Act XIIL, of 1871, |

. 6 Noreply to the enquiry of the Government of India has as yet been des-

e ;:,'?‘;ﬂi‘?t"hed- The Board think it desirable that a definite ruling on the point should

(True Copies and Extract.) ‘

% Acting Seeretary.
To the Secretary to Govornment, Revenue Department, \ s
with three griginalAenclosu:es. to be returned.

Capy to the Collestor of Sea Customs, Madras,
»  to the Collector of Tinneyelly.
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