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ProcEepINGs oF THE J0ARD or Revesvg, dated | 3rd November 1o.%
Read the following letter “rom J. H. MASTER, E q., Collector of Lollary, to

H. E . STCEES, ’Esq., Acting Secretary to t 1o Board of Revenue, date.

16th October 1875, No, 409 :— _

Wirs reference to the Proceedings of the Boar., Miscellaneous No. 8,715,
dated the 26th July last, asking for an expression of . (y opinion as to the apparent
advantages of carying out the Toombadra project, T have the honor to state that
1 find a difficulty in answering the question. x

2. The subject has been so fully discussed by some of the most skilful offcérs
of Government in the Public Works Department that any observations of mine
would appear to be superfluous. : :

3. In 1866 in G.O, Public Works Department, No. 2,606, dated the 20th
August, the Government, with reference to then existing famine, remarked that
“ the present state of Bellary, however, shows that ne more time can, with safety
to the district, b& Jost in carrying out some extensive scheme for the improvement
of the irrigation; and, as the only one likely to be successful is that of the
Toombadra Canal from Wallabhapooram, an appeal will at once be made to the
Becretary of State to call upon the Company (Irrigation)to begin that part of their
enterprise whicll consists of the conveyance of water for irrigation from the Toom-
badra to Bellary by means of a canal from Wallabhapooram, or, upon their inability
so to do at onge, to authorize the canal being undertaken by this Governm /.s.”

4. Sinee that time the district happily has not been visited with fan ine Lut
the necessity for the work still exists, For the very reason that nine years have
passad eines tha last famine ocowrred. we onpht tn ha prepared fov annthar, for
experience shows thet they have been felt periodieally ever since the commence-

ment of British rule (vide Bellary Manual, page 77).
6. Colonel Rundall, in his memorandum embodied in the Government Order

communicated with the Board’s Proceedings, *“assumes ” that the Bellary project

will, sooner or later, have to be undertaken by the Government,

6. Colonel Mulling, in his memorandum embodied in the Proceedings of
Government, Public Works Department, No. 2,549, dated the 18th October 1873,
which, as it does not appear to have been communicated to the Board, I herewith
enclose (to be returned), remarks that *litile more, if indeed anything material,
can he added t0 the information on this point (the Toombadra Canal Project), and,
so far as engineering considerations are concerned, the data for a decision for or
agﬁi;?tw ‘ roject are fairly complete, ; :

: e diréct returns from water-rates likely to be obtainable have already
been calculated in the papers embodied in the Government Orders on the subject.
The remissions of assessment which would be avoided eannot well he caleulated,
because tho area to be traversed by the canal consists mostly of dry lands, which
would by its means be newly irrigated. ¢

8. The saving of expenditure on the relief of the population from periodical
scarcity can be imagined when in one year, 1854, the loss to the State in providing
work for the poor, after deducting the value of road-work done, amounted in this
single district to 19 lakhs of rupees. The existence of a canmal would not, of
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