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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16th February 1876.

6. Asregards the effect of what has already been accomplished (paragraph 4
of the Government Order), I find that in paragraph 15 of the Proceedings of Gov-
ernment, dated 25th October 1872, Mr. Thomas was authorized to fake action on
the following points :—

(1.) Stock-pools to.be fenced and carefully preserved from bej
by staking and watching.

(2.) Ryots turning off water for irrigation to be required to put u
gratings to exclude fry. ’

(8.) . The poisoning of streams to be prohibited and vigorously repressed

ng netted

7. Of these three measures, what has been effectually carried out js the
repression of poisoning of streams, the prohibition being enforced by efiminal
prosecution of the offenders. I beg to enclose a memorandum showing the number
of persons convicted of poisoning streams for the purpose of catehi
1868, when the practice was first interdicted by Mr. Thomas,
number of cases prosecuted each year is not more than four,

11873, it was nine. Poisoning is now well known to be forbidden, and is, T believe,
of rare occurrence on or near the coast, though I cannot say that it is, 80 inle:: :
interior where, as Mr. Thomas states, the Village Magistrate, the Police and the
people may not unfrequently be dividing the spoils without fear of detection ans
where it would be difficult to stop it entirely without a special establishment, ’Th
repression of poisoning has no doubt had some good effect, but I do no't ¥
that it has resulted in an appreciable increase in the stock of fish in the v
Mr. Thomas himself informs me that under the circumstances,

that any improvement has been or conld be wrought or expe
propositions not having been sanctioned, all that he could d
submit proposals for future measures,

ng fish since
The average
though in one year,

ivers,
he does not think

cted, and that his
0 was to learn and

- 8. For the purpose of carrying out the instructions of Gov
~other two points, viz, the preservation of stock-pools and the putting up of
gratings to exclude fry from irrigation channels, Mr, Thomas appears %0 }I: 0
applied for funds in the letter disposed of by the Government Proceedings un?]"o
reply. But nothing seems to bave been accomplished in theso respects fWin er
above explained, to want of funds. It will not be easy to carry out thegf‘;ra:
measure without a special establishment, but if Government will sanetion tl:
temporary entertain‘ment for five months in each year (e, from January to & e
inclusive) of four water-bailiffs on 7 Rupees each per mensem, I will L : t 5]:5’.
pools selected and carefully preserved. I will also try to induce th ;Vre 5 zc .
to put upr gratings at the heads of their irrigation channels, and, if I fa(ial ulrl g hars
submit a separate estimate of the probable amount required to e,nable m’ ‘;ﬂ dt en
as in t%;e absence of an enactment on the subject, I doubt the e‘b?l‘ 0 80;..
compelling all ryots to do it at their own eost (vide paragraph 10 of plt;ssxq:}: R4 e:’

letter to Government, No, 231, dated 96th February 1873) r. Thom

9. I may mention, also, that I have been informed by Mr, Thomas that more
tlnan. Yive years ago some of the small-meshed cruives had in one river been
‘})artxally remo‘ved, by his Superintendent, and that the result was an increase of

ry as stated in his report ; but that directly the cruives were replaced, the whole

ernment on the

think
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16¢h February 1876,

¥

advantage was lost, and that, in accordance with the Board’s views, they were never
again interfered with. 5 ‘ e .

10. As to the local feeling in respect to Mr. Th.omas !!{@Sul'?ﬂ"(t’a’ﬂﬁmph,‘*
of the Government Order), I find that the repression Of poisoning seems to be
the only measure which was generally and vigorously carried out by Mr. Thomas,

the interdiction of small-meshed cruives having only been partially and temporarily

tried on one river. To the former the ioéOple now seem to be mcﬂed, while
r ceased to be enforced. g '
v ‘fecling regarding any measuro interforing with long-established
habits and customs can scarcely be expected to be favorable, but I do not think
that there have been any general complaints regard.mg the prohibition of Poh"m
ing, the only measure that has been carried out. . 3
12. As regards Mr. Thomas’ other proposals, I believe that in 1869 tha fisher-
men learning that Mr. Thomas was about to propose a tax on their nets or the
, _ leasing of the fisheries petitioned against
Board's Proceedings, dated 20th l[n.reh 1869, e hardship of such a tax, &c., and were
No. 1,908, : ‘reassured by Mr. Thomas, who informed
them that it was not the intention of Government to raise money but to improve
the fisheries, and that the imposition of neh a tax was not mzlfwmp hmﬂ“‘#ti "y
rate at that time, $4 il g ' S
13. While on this subject, I beg to refer to my letter to the Board, No. 304,
dated 5th November 1869, addressed to them while Officiating Collector of Malabar,
in which I strongly deprecated the jntroduction of the system of loasing river
fisheries in that district, in consideration of the common rights of the people and
the littload vantage that would be derivoddrom such a measure.  The cireumstanoes
of the two districts are similar, and I have seen no reason to alter the opinion then -
expressed. S Use T Rty e R IR
14. Lastly, with reference to the inquiry of Government whether I wish to
carry on the researches begun by my predecessor,.I beg to state that the pressuie
of my ordinary work and my want of knowledge of the special subject will not
permit me to do so. The pmaervatim:i‘_ of ﬁsh from reckless destruction will,
however, engage my best attention. I Lo

Exciosurs No. R i i
Memorandum showing the Number of .PO!‘?”M convicted of poisoning Streams for the 7
purpose of catching Fish. o

. - Cases. Persons,

1868.-- - as arw ‘__'." nes 3 i ! 10

1869.. s .. sen ‘,'oo‘.‘v . 5 20

18‘7_0“- > was e wee e e B 23 “
1871'.- cen . aew e e 1 3
1872... VISl T e 1 v Tl i 3 l.l

et « 1873... rer e e are . wwa 9 ) 39 ]
187‘--- e 2 u‘t aen M.l : 3 ‘ 12
fotal .. 27 128

' MANGALORE,  (Sigued)  A. McC, WEBSTEB,
11th October 1875. X ! ‘Whylpr. :
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 SubMITED to G»ovérnmemt w;{;h nférdnce to G.O., dated 12th May 1875,
No. 1,711. Mr. Webster states that he has issued a notice interdicting the use
of cruives with mesl}es of less than two inches. To enforce attention thereto, he |
anticipates that he will have to resort to criminal prosecution. He doubts the
amenability o oﬁ'enders to pnmshment under the Penal Code, and asks for deﬁmte
inah'uctmm" e

; '*afgued in his ktﬁter recorded in the G"G ﬂwﬂ ‘quoted,
that the people haﬁ just as much prescriptive right to catoh fish by poison ‘as to
" uge eshed cruives, and that as the latbar process was Jast as destructrve as
 the former, i was equally mﬁh the other

.ters affected are generally used fm' drmk-

‘ apt is téchmoaﬂy a “ nuisance,” where the paopleha.ve been in
f@g*ﬁﬂh ‘poisoning is nof properly punishable as mischief. The
: Advoc en%n ral, recorded in G. O., dated

v. ] not the
5, and the act of poisoning them is not. pnmsh- |
: dian Penal Code. Mr. Webwer does

Olu gl‘ouﬂds |

-fsenerally obaewted a8 unreason- |
cruives ‘will hardly itself

empts to pumsh taking ﬂsh w %&1 imih :
1 probably be resisted by the peo pla, and :

bave lxtﬂb cha.nce of bemg upheld by 10 Courts. As Mr. Webster has 'phbl hgd
the interdiction, the Board would not direct its cancelment, and mdeed would use
all legitimate influence to have it attended ; but they feel confider

‘to attempt to do so. :
4. In thetemporary dams on the West Bdm erécted for cuitwdtwu

king’s-gaps would be prejudicial to the crops and are not required ; ; for at the s "P" 5 ;

away bodily by the
should certainly be
or where nets are
would bé generally |
rouble. But i in this

at which fish migrate such dams are overtopped or are swept
freshes, Wherever permanent weirs are rected, fish-ladders
provided. Where dams are erected for fishing pnrposes only,
stretched, king’s-gaps should be strictly ordered. The order

understood, and could generally ‘be maintained without mueh ¢

matter, also, the Board 'would avoid attemptmg penal enforce

ment hll suthomod
by a Fishery Act.

J

5. As to what has been done in pnmanca of G.0,, dut‘ed 25th Ootober 1872,
it seems that poisouing has been pretty generaﬂy put a stop to (as from considera-
tions already touched upon might he expected) but with regard to stnking and

~otherwise preserving stock- -pools, and putting gratings at channel heads, little or
nothing has been effected. Something might be done towards pmeaervu}g pools, if

a small establishment were allowed ; and for that proposed by Mr. Webster,
Board recommend that sanction b |

t that he cannot
enforce attention under the Penal Cod ‘thmk that he uhoﬂﬂ 'ba‘mh%wqted not

e accor(hd at once, But the oreotmn ahd WP-WP
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SusMITTED to Glovernment with reference to G.O., dated 12th May 1875,
) No. L711. Mr. Webster states that he has issued a notice interdicting the use
of cruives with meshes of less than two incles. To enforce attention theroto, he
~anticipates that he will have to resort to eriminal prosecution. He doubt# the

amenability of offenders to punishment under the Penal Code, and asks for definite
instructions. (. e
‘ - e

‘2‘.‘; Mr. Thomas argued in his letter recorded in the G.O. above quoted,
that the people had just as much preseriptive right to catch fish by poison as to
- usesmall-meshed cruives, and that as the latter process was just as destructive as

- the former, it w&equnl]y with the other punishable under the Indian Penal Code
 after due explanatory and prohibitory noﬁices had been published. ey

: 05 fi3 :

- .The Board think that, unless the watetz's affected are generelly used for drink-
ing puggoses, or theact is technically a * nuisance,” where the people have been in
. the habit of taking fish poisoning is no¢ properly punishable as mischief’ The
- very guarded opinion of the Advocate-General, recorded in G.0., dated 25th Jane
1873, No. 662, seeras to support this view. In the circumstances the fish are not the
property of Governinent or of any one, and the act of poisoning them is not punish-
: ﬁb;e_under Section 426 (mischief) of the Indian Penal Code, My, Webster does
not quote the section under which the persons referred to in the enclosed list were
(fonvicted, but the Board gather that penalties were adjudged under Section 426,

© & [Poisoning, however, is so obviously objectionable on various grounds
. that moderate punishments are not likely to be generally objected to as unreason-
- able. But the interdiction of small-meshed cruives will hardly commend iteelf
as forcibly or generally to the people. ~ Attempts to punish taking fish with such
cruives under the Indian Penal Code will probabl - be resisted by the people, and
have little chance of being upheld by the Courts. As Mr. Webstor has publ,ished
the interdiction, the Board would not direct its cancelment, and indeed would use
all legitimate influence to have it attended to ; but they feel confident that he Aok

enforce attention under the Penal Code, and think that he should be iastrue
to ;\1\tempt to do so. ; 3 be istructed not
Wkt

4. In thetemporary damson the West Conat erected for cultivation purposes
king’s-gaps would be prejudicial to the erops and are not required ; for at th: ael;gom
at which fish migrate such dams are overtopped or are swept away bodily by the
dreshes. Wherever permanent weirs are erected, fish-ladders should cert{in]yv’ be
provided. Where dams are erected for fishing purposes only, or where ne'tsym
stretohed, king’s-gaps should be strictly ordered. The order would be generally
understood, and could generally be maintained without much trouble, B:gxt in thi)‘;
maiter, also, the Board would avoid attempting penal enforeoment til] Ruthor i d
by a Fishery Act. : ‘ By

5. As to what has been done in pursuance of G.0., dated 25th October ‘Asﬁ
it seems that poisoning has been pretty generally put a stop to (as ffoi!{conai d‘era.:'
tions already touched upon might be expected) ; but with regard to staking and

] 1 e
J o a

e g —— e e

otherwise preserving stock-pools,

" a small establishment were

e

and putting gratings at channel heads, little or |
nothing has been effected. Something might be done towards preserving pools, if
2 allowed; and for that proposed by Mr. Webster, the
Board recommend that sanction be accorded at once. But the erection and up-keap
of gratings is a much more difficult question, and the Board would deprecate ang £
attempt to enforce such a measure until supported' by an Acf:‘. g

6. As to the leasing by Government of the right of fishing 1 “j;hg};_nyera and

streams of most districts, the Board deprecate it on general grounds; and in Malabar
and Canara there are special considerationsfo be weighed. Tile:!‘gi?ﬁf‘fﬁf Mg BT A
i)ropniétors in these districts would have & L belieye %

i e
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) bo vegarded; Theseitﬁ Boa :
‘#ro generally taken to exténd over streams ¥ ilihi“f,;i their properéied aud to the - lddla
«of boundary streams, and though any g:gera!,;;Act reqmrmg/kl‘_r;gig-gagén;;jfunltmg do i

the size of meshes, and making such Bike Brozigons, it ;h_&fé foree wﬂ;h e o =
to sash waters, it is very doubtful whethez! enmcR iyl ha t.h& rfght Sogide
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 From A. McC. WEBSTER, Esq.,  Officiating
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A possible objec

‘ formerly levied from ﬁshermen AT S

 fisherman paid a tax on hisPr i wm“ﬁmw p

s

: 2o T
§ P

Colleetor of Malabat, fo thesAeting Secretary to Ishe s
cut, 5th November 1869, No. 3047 W
‘Wirn referefice to paragraph 2 of your letter to the Acting Secretary to. Gove;mment Reye- =
nue Department, of 23rd ultimo, No. 7,897, I have the honour fo state that no measures have aa‘ ol
yet been taken to give effect to the orders of Govemmsnt, commmeated in Board’s Proeeedmgs of’
Dol & Causs 1060, Wos BIAT il el T T L e
2. My attention had been ¢

reports eould not ‘be found in the

Board of Revenue, dated Cali

alled to t!xe fact, that orders hml bean 1seued but as Dr Day PO
Office, I was in correspondence with Mr. Thomas on the subject,

it being probable that he had taken them away wzth him. I yesterflau ; eweda taiqgmm from
him that he had not the papers, and on further mqnxxy they Wera fouxaﬁ‘mﬂh the Deputy Oollea’ T

who had retained them, thinking they were SpATE COPISB. foyt i id e
tection of fish as far as  regards this disbrict eonsxat ofi—

3. Dr. Day's measures for the pro i
1 —Letting by public auction the right of fishing in all nvers above the e;dai Iimtz e

— Prohibiting the use of nets of a ceriain size oe' mesh. ‘ “ B el

.—-—Pro}ubxtmg poisouing of rivers: . & i AR, b

4 —The offer of rewards for the destruction of Crocodlles, Ot.ters& ete o . .
dation, been decided not to carry out the second pmposab

b= {.

xgad;éuey of t!w @bep muat i
mxmemarml, there eah be no i
erbeennxemwl. mweour ;

1t has, on the Board's recommen
question as it bears on this distriet should receive further consideration. The °h’°‘f object of the
keep of the Mmma
fry, and secondly, to get a bo °f the cunceltatmn °f
ay have paid considerable sums: of money. )
the 8tate o bet.ter
1 for it would be very di
plan ¢an by deviect, 3 to hnva.ﬁad any thing to - "‘”,:'*
do with the resolution of Govel‘nﬁ@ﬂ ] agi o
th ce
shown, In districts where the pm“h Ga d&et m tha ngh’thuﬁev
md Hmva not bsen ablm .::- :

4,  With reference to the letting oub af fresh water fisheries, 1 beg x‘aﬂpeﬂtfu}ly b b@
allowed to offer a few observations before it ip ﬁn&ﬂy determined to- take the step. ik ﬂng tha
measure appears to be; to provide @ means by which cersain persons (the lessors) should be induced
to take an interest in the up- and to prevent any wanton destruction of gmall :
dy of menwho conld be controlled by fear
their leases, for which they m
There is no dopbt that where fisheries are valuable and ave the property of
diffienlt to satisfactorily work @ Fishery Act in thig
country. I do not allude to. the question of pmﬁ as lb does nat @ppem'
4 “to lease out. ﬂeﬂr wa&w sheries
for congervancy purposcs alone. '
or. it is decided to kftm the ﬁximrws, the ¢
5. Before, however, 1 4% dbmhéd i tnnm
tion to its continuance:
we luwe mﬁ ne ™

acquisition of the country,

to find from the records, any pre : anteys
i;der.a Mu?phagy .9:

dmee, wh:le 'hy ﬂ"’ system.
ftom ﬁfhmg vnniess :

“put this tax i far different in i nﬁ»t , s
is 8 m‘m&mm? s

now proposed, thoe Jessor of &
they agree to his terus.

I do not say that the. @f W‘ kp “::gmm&;;qt

gpecial grant from the Crown to the p Wﬁ h’“’ ‘?” pmm‘ o re gnlal'-e 5

right, and the Government WAy, ! ﬁh r X
., tha opwn"‘ of iﬁ;ezg Dwtrmf. Oﬁqem doea no. S

good. “.;

6. MW&MMM—.--= ot
coineide with that ofww M‘&' 0

of noamng 1 ¥

Jease the. ﬁshoii’hs; & does ot te thnc tﬁe

who has had ample opporty tunitics : o
th::;l :m w:;:;:g:z;;::::: ﬂ“: : }a that the offer ;I;warﬂs for tl‘mr natu;:“l mm:), a;d
result wou Sty ‘,,-;-. ot e gt" i wnct w : 3._

o tontly pr ect the' Mhamﬁ“ LS 1Rty s
‘would sufict a”m r;euate pemnnml, ,,.

the prevention of pomonm& et e ion of the country, 0ur
2 en 3 4 * o
et wmramthm bindrance.

to our unfailing monsoon, a0 : ral 008 n&tv}ho
and a8 we have 1o ..nwu Wﬁﬁaﬂ’m L5 g@par | e

lﬁm 18 e
ta axemﬁ&fouhe pnbhc 3L




LA i
upper waters are generally in an unlealthy
vart of the country, where no et fish;
against, therefore, is the
provided for by Section 277, of the Indian
therefore, necessary S

8. I have the

€

ng even now takes place,
Poisoning of the water, This, as Mr.

Penal Codp, and no fu

°d to lease the fresh water fisheri
e the manner ip which the meas
: . : e Board’s instructions to that effect, tak
duction, -

honour to request, that in view to the car

TRk %
f ! Al

and consequently uninhabited or thinly populated

and the only practice to guard
Logan points out, is s‘pme'ieml.y;': :
rther legislation on this pcinti’a&i{w

ing the length of time during which
by alone would justify its restriction.
es.in this district from next fusly,
ure will have to be carried out, and =
e imfwiah.,memures for its intrq% o

rying into effect of Doctor Day’s other }

or & reward of four anunas for ey

A."%‘?mme;”d“ﬁm% 1 be authorized to of,
fo

i I,’“tmiiﬁoﬂs would be issue
bt '?"hb;-PQ,iéQ“i“Hqu the rivers, and

‘ ‘ ery Otterpand two rﬁpﬂﬂ i
very Alligator under 8% feet in length, LT

d to the Talook and Village Magistrates to at onee pﬁt a stop
bo punish ajl persons so offending, under Section 277 of the

W
¥

-'Qollwtor, to the Collector of Malab
- July 1869, No. 153,

ent, dated 24th ultimo, on Board's Proceedings, Ho‘. 3,823,‘ :
our to. state my opinion regarding Dr, Day’s propoaalp for

From W. LOGAN, kag, s

ar, dated Tellicherry, 29@

As requesn‘,ed B your Bndorsem

st 8 and securing the destruction,of Alligators, ik fon ot e

o STTTHE Hyers In the sub-divisjo are full of fish of all sizes, and itig astonishing to examine

theco tents of dpml;“iﬁﬁ_he. small streams coming down from the hills, Fish, crabs, and prawns,
are found,in'nk.tonidﬁng. number, ' : »

4. 8o far am I from thinkj

ionde ng that any steps should be taken to prevent the destruction of =
fish in these rivers, that I am of

i ; opinion it would greatly benefit the country if Government took
steps to prpjcg;:e‘ Superior engincg for thei

il © er capture and instruct the people in use of them; except
when poison 18 used, bqt‘ta'w fish are taken,

*

' done in small streams which nearly
I : aer, a e supply of fish consequently fluctuates, In all the large
tidal rivers such ag the Pyangadi, Beliapatam, Anjara, Kandi, Mahe, Kuttiadi, and Ellatur rivers,
the captare of fish is but smaly, The methods adopted can never make any impression on the

- sapply of fish, and the fact is, ith ¢} ‘

. 5. The_r; areé‘ in my opinion, yery great objections to the Arst of Dy, Day’
e mment, T understand, intens Merely to preserva the, fisherios nof to.
o profit, and sny_ggnewninmﬁ%?d g By 1 - olr oot fn
- s another public burden, ,
and if they were taken, it would on
wretches who gather mj :

Sy

8 l‘eﬁmmvenduim, Ly L;',?

eyency | the back-waters, Govern,
Y& uable fishes into the rivers gng improved methods of capgqr ‘beforg
letting the fisheries by public auction, ! ‘ 0y ‘P_ a.»_ X
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