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Jnmt Magistrate wap
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salso a sacrilege according to onr Shastras. It is highly ds ]
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and the purity of his life. He was famous for his extensive knowledge

Hindu Vedas and Shastras. Ie was revered by the whole of the Hindu cor

of Negapatam, and I may say of the whote district. In his last days, he

a desire to become a Sanyasi (mouk or saint) pecording fo the principles

Hindu religion, and, agreeably to his wishes, the necessary preliminary cer

of atonement were performed, and he, in the month of February last,

Sanyasi. He breathed his last at about midday on the 30th April last. X4

. 4, According to the Hindu Shastras, the remaiis of Sanyasis mbﬁ'd <

The burial must invariably take place

in memory of the deceased : and flower garde
- with Zwlasi (Ocymum sanctum) plants. For ten ‘
nies and afterwards occasional ceremonies. or pujahs ave performed at the gra in
honor of the deceased Sunyasi, as prescribed by the rules of Hindui
. 5. At Negapatam there is a large fresh-water tank or pond call
in which almost the whole of the inhabitants of the tow
is used for drinking and other parposes. It is

se adjoining Negapatam ; buta few ye
| boundaries. The n

 of Hindu £ wiya:it f
banks being appropriated by
tive marks, such as masonry buildings and earthen plat

' have taken place there. Even after the said tauk was incl
- TP S " limits, thore hav
i * Sent separately. the _-{rmk_m- The~
plan will give an idea of the situation of the }d'iiferah;t‘_‘bn
banks of this tank. RS P =0

_ 8. About the place where the B_rahmim, bnth
tank, the remains of DBrahmin Sanyasis used to
but the last such burial took place about thirty ye:
period, no ‘.iBréfmli'n Sanyasi died at Neggpa‘,t_nm,,gxgapt:m one
fifteon years ago, when the body was, for the convenience
tions, buried on the bund of a pond called. Knlcka}:alu v, Sk
the town and much more frequented by the public than the
" seferred to. The bund of the Ackaraikolum tﬂnk, however, is the
'cust.ox'nary public place of burial of the Hindu Sanyasis.

7. It may here bo mentioned that tho above locality, where tk
nity of Negapatam for the performance of religious obqui?n of deceased
. whether Sanyiasis or otherwise. At the above spot there is an Aswatha.
: dols thereander which is worshipped by Brahmins on cortain oce
it would appear, the Brahmins have of late, and long beforo my
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who has been decorated moreover with a valuable jewel as & special mal‘kuof the

favor of Government on one occasion, has actually been compelled by Mr. Thomas
because he is alleged to have

to gend in his resignation and apply for pension,
?.Sﬂls'ted in the so-called objectionable burial; whercas he went to the spot merely
in his private capacity to honor the eceasion and show respect to the memory of
my late father of whom he was & friend, (

17. 1 beg to summarise below the several important points
benign and favorable consideration :—

I The locality where the burial in question took
cu\:rw’nu‘ry bu@al""‘gf'x’hund. There are many :old residents of Nega-
patam who can prove this fact; thero are also masonry and other
marks on the ground to prove it. The Joint Magistrate Mr. Weld
would not inquire into this matter, although I earnestly begged him
to do so. Why he would not is a mystery fo me. This point
deserves your Grace's serious notice,

II. As an old burial ground, if 1t was objectionable to allow further burials
to take place there, the proper course, I need hardly point out, should
have been for the Municipal (Commissioners 1o close it under Section
134 of- the Towns' Jmprovement Act 111 of 1871, and to provide a
new burial ground, as reqhircd by Section 135 of the same Act.
They have done neithey, As similar burials have taken place within
the last few years, or subsequent to the inelusion of the tank in
question within the Municipal limits, it may be fairly assumed that

these burials had the tacit consent and sanction of tho Commissioners.
At present, there exists no burial ground in the large town of Nega-
patam where the bodies of deceased Brahmin and other Sanyasis can
be publicly and unobjectionably buried. I request your Grace to
whether it was in auy way just or legal, under the above
o order the removal of the body once interred in
Moreover, the eourse adopted by the

* Joint and District Mugistrates of Panjore in the above case is in

direct opposition to the gpirit of the standing orders of (Jovernment

with regard to ancient birial grounds (vids Board’s Standing QOrder

No. 31, Dalyell’s Edition).

{II. Mr. Oliver, the Viee President of the Municipality, who was indirectly
{hie cause of all this trouble to me, apparently abstained from taking
proceedings in the case under the Municipal'Act, knowing full well
that he must eventually fail, and tirt the Hinda community would
o hury at the spot. Vihile so, the J ".i“t

establish:their ancient right ¢
Mugistrate Mr, Weld hastily concluding that the hurial in guestion

was objectionable on ganitary grounds, took upon lx&:lself the respon=
gibility of summarily ordering the removal of the Fody in !‘iﬂ ilogal

manner, in the absence of any complaint from the av, -peophe OF
of the Municipal Commissioners, and this in spite of our earnest
and reasonable protests,

[V. Even supposing that the ‘burial in questio
sanitary grounds, could no remedial measure

for your Grace's

place is an ancient and

consider
circumstances, t
the customary burial ground.

Lave been devised which,

n was objectionable on

L. .',

" oroadings o the Madras Gorert

C 0 experienc [Tahsilday and M

* Hunge; s ehioh i also altogethor OPDeS
i order der frr remova’. 'ﬁrst,»there was 8 ver al order
' from his iffice; 1 . the'hext breath, a ver

 grder to remi: ﬁ%mo

. written notice is sef

s Tassured My Thomas, T vould sladly carry out, no mal
what cost, instead of having recourse to the sxt.temq measure 0

hastily and supmarily ordering the remuwlci‘thebadym;ampeﬁ
" buried? Throughout the ‘wiaole country (Tamjorg “net excepte
© iindu and Mahomedan burias daily take place on the banks of tanks
~ and ponds. What arrangenents have, been made to stop all thes
burials or to exhume and rem  the bodies ed 7 Why,
' Iwoulﬂntik,ehonidmyi:@ei,& treated with al
and hardship? The body afﬁmy father 1
B eccive, carcleely buriod th langt quantity of
Jaid under and placed all 'fougd-}%md-@ya eine doap gr
preserve the body fro ’decoﬁpnéiﬁb!l‘f_ﬁ Betweemgggﬁ \
in question and the water n the tank there are solid fii
masonry steps, platforms, axd walls with foundations, " 3
observed from the aceompimﬁlg'plin; * There was, her
" no fear of danger being occgﬁenédvﬁo-hnmﬁé health
tamination of the water of ;bﬂ,l-e»tmﬁ,‘ g0 a8 fo Jjustify
‘measures adopted by the magistracy in this case. O
.cannot comprehend the theoty of decamgom |
ever penetrating this masonxy and ing iv
of the tank. To none""dﬁ’fh%ﬁf,ﬁﬂﬂf abits
wete present on the occasion Jid it oc

was objectionable on sanitary @

ok place, and yet not a

1o the place, time, and mavaer 18 which 3 196" 0 |
single soul in the whole To ook objection 0 t:!tebm-wi either at
that time or subsequently. eople continned to bathe in the tank

~ end to drink its water 88 wsual from the mgment after the burial

" pook plece. . - e A S
18. Thus your Grace will ‘ohsert‘ef t!w:«thk disinterment of the body in
question was quite unneewary,and that the Magist hwwtodin a most indis-s,
dre e suveur o W iy oL HEE ST

; L4 o to tho ordinury principlosof justico.
Tho arbitrary pricedure adopted by Mr. Weld is not loss romarkable than the

ssal; tho next moment,  verbal |

=

body at once; when 1 At two Lawyers to put in a statement

\6ld, and no redress is given me, but u { S
‘what law os section of the Godeof |

f my objoetions, no inquiry whateser i held,

<

ved upon my brother, ui}?ﬂ
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Criminal Procedure, I am not infnrmql Whether thls omission was no

2 jwﬁﬁabie at all, ought to hav

constitated by the juint nomi

1 am the Head Sheristadar of an imprtant district and my brother, a village®

“my brother be prosecute

e theﬂnnimpal Commissioners under Section 135 of the Towns’ Improvement Act or

 procedure throughout adopted by the w:atmoy the utter dmegud

i
¥

ﬁmﬁﬂ g0 @8 to give me no up‘pm'tumtgzto question the order which the W

saw 1 was protesting against, I leave i to your Gracegto decide. -
o been uncer Section 521 of the C.P C. IM

entitled tc the verdict of a jury or Punchayet, 1

juation bf nyself and the Magistrate as to the injurious
nature of the act complained of, and vhether the body ought or oughtt noﬂ;o
removed from the spot. 1 beg to ask, vhy should I be denied this right which t
law gives to every one of Her Majesty” subjeets in this country ? Was it beqnu'lo

the provisions of the Code,

d to attemd, as & friend,

‘Munsif, or because the Negapatam Talug Magistrate happene
1, not mtent

the funeral of my father? Not satisfiec with the order for removal,
with his arbitrary procedure, the Joint Magistrate Mr. Weld was pleased and thou bt
it proper to treat the sacred remains >f my father, a venerable Hindu Bﬁyﬂlv
with contempt and insult as evidenced >y his notice (Appendixes B and C), which
enjoins that if, in accordance therewith, the body be not removed, not only would
d under Sectior 188 of the Indian Penal Code, but also he
(Mr. Weld) would cause the body to be removed on behalf of ‘Gmmnmmt and'
have it re-interred in what he calls ‘“‘Hathaway's Park.” The so-called park is
notoriously the place set apart by the Nummpal Cominissioners in the wﬁbhwe“
of Negapatam for the deposit of the night soil and rubbish of the Town uhdwham,
1 befieve, dogs are buried | at all ovent, it is not a néw burial ground prevxdad by

‘ely, Mn. 2%

_an existing burial ground where decent human burials could take place. 8

_Weld could hardly expect me to understand that that place of filth wuhv nceft
to form the future burial ground for Bindu Sanyasis. .
of the words © Hathaway’s Park,” therefore, in the notice in qmstl," ‘
to insult and annoy me and my fannly I would carnestly ask yont‘
necessity was there for the Magistrafe o use ‘this most improper and wholly“
uncalled for expression in his notice? Mr. Weld should, I lu’mm&, be !qul’ﬂ*. f

‘irer this question to your Grace's mﬁmtmn. o e

19. In conclusion, if the magutmy were acting nnd
that the removal of the body was absolutely necessary f#‘ :
public health, be it so. But it is the manner in which we wero t
‘and inconsiderate mode in which the order was given, the ﬁlecﬁl

' natura of the burial, the insulting and
decenae& Sanyasi, the high-handed manner in which ﬁw‘nghw ot
nf the Hindu eommunity have been tﬁﬂed ‘with, it is mmli cont
 the Joint and District Magistrates that it is my chief objwt to M

3wtmns conardaratxon. In my parucu]n case the muelnef h

L odium inewrred. Nothing, therefore, how remains for me to do

* tunhy_ﬂwse extraordinary and unprecedented civeumstances bef
} ?ar such consideration and orders us ﬁour Grace may deem junkumi
mllmg for the records of the case unfl the. eormpmdence tlmt :

i
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ﬁ’ba %-E. .Raad also letter from E’. ;S' THOMAS Ecg.,, Duh'iet Magtﬁm‘ﬂ °f b e \
e Tanjore, to the Hon. W. H UDLESTON Chief Suratary to Gawmmlﬂx ;l"art : {j |
. St George, dated 35th July 18&6 No. 2815. et N
~ Assrract.—Bubmitting copy of qa explanation from the B'ei& Al!ilh“ﬁ i B
ae ii:ogmrata rogarding his order for the renoval of the body of the decealedw in ¢

fﬂm its place of interment. % * B
:  —— 0 ARG R ‘
"T‘N'o. 90.F.  Read also letter from H.S. THOMAS, Esg., Distriet Magtgfrata of k

Tunjore, to the Hon. W. H UDLESTON, Chief Secretary to GW!I‘,
Fort 8t. George, daled 15th August 1876. ‘
* Apstracr.—Submitting report anl all connected papers 1 in" th* | Bf the
bum,l and exhumatxon of the body of tle Sanyasi at Negapatam. 3

i
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The Governor in Council has pemsed these papers w1th the utmoet !\agret.
Ib is clear that the place of interment vas and had been a emwmary place .

9
PR

for Brahmin and Sudra Sanyasis, ard that no steps had.m
lnthonty to prohibit such burials, or ‘o prohibit the use of
burial, under the powers of the Munmpnl or any otherfﬂr
éonbt also that any dangér of contam‘natmn by impurity fxam
~one body buried at a distance of 15 or 20 yards from the
wall and a large flight of steps intervening, might have been enM’
mthont the removal of the corpse fron the grave. 14 j
2. Under such circumstances the Joint Magutmto mdp\.l
mvemgatlon of the cxrcumstames propoaed to put in force ﬂw‘ ‘
the law, and, without takmg wammg from the doubt suggest 1 b
the Acting Collector, issued an order purporting to be under the B
~which he incorporated a threat entirely unjustified by the Mﬂtﬁy: ,
an mmit to the feelings of the family and of the entue ‘i!rahmi
nity, as well as an outrage to Jecency.
Mr, }’Weld has shown himself to be at present, at Mt,n
in !he qualifications essential to the due exercise of Jﬂd;mll mag
‘tions. He will accordingly be remved from his mppoiaémmf‘
~ Assistant in Tanjore, and snspeudod from all employment for two.
s further ordered that tt§,e exercise oj all magisterial fanctions be wi
hm, until powers are sgam expressly conferred by order of Governme

.4, The Governor in Council has also to consider ﬂmm‘,
H’ Q)ﬁmtor in this matter, and while the ( 'vmmenﬁ' is ¢ vith s
| recognise Mr. Thomas’s strenuous efforts f
‘ m& to allow d-n weight to the fact that cholera hadf& |

e

dency, and that he was ignorant of th
~ concerned by his subordinate, they catnot dugm_ rom the
he omitted to institute close examination in a mmfz slic
 admittedly entertained doubt, and. that his uction mea ug
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