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98 of the Madras Giovernment, Revenue Department,
o 1ﬁtﬂ.vaebruary 1856, -

‘

e

S TR snbmittihg the letter, I consider it advisable to give a brief resumé
of the circumstances which have led o the state of affairs out of which the present
carrespondence has taken its rise. )

3. The French frontier is a very uneven one, soveral groups of French
~ villages being “enclave” in our territory. Facilities for smuggling are thus
. exceedingly great and very difficult to guard against particularly in respect of
~small quantities of liquor. It was, therefore, determined by my predecessor,’

M. Reade, in 1870, 'in the interests of the South Arcot Abkéri, to take advantage
of the provisions of Section 17 of the Mofussil Abk4ri Act and by prohibiting the
transit of all French arrack and toddy without a pass from the South Arcot
Renter, no matter in how small quantities it might be imported, to check the
importation of those liquors from French territory completely, Accordingly the
subjoined notice was issued by him and published in the District Gazette :—

Norice.— Ihe conveyance of country arrack, toddy, or cocoanut or palm juice from French
into English territory to the injury of the Abkéri contract in South Arcot, no matter in how small
: @_qqamity, is expressly prohibited, and all officers are hereby enjoined to seize all such liquor

e

uncovered by a pass from the contractor, and to forward the same to the office of the Tahsildar for
"% gonficcation. The public are warned accordingly.

CupnALORE, A : 4 C..W. READE,
‘21st October 1870, - ' Collector.
Soon after I took charge of the district from Mr. Reade in 1871, the Superin-
tendent of Police brought to my notice the illegal character of this notice, which
he did not feel justified in acting up':.toj, and, as I concurred with him in-
thinking that the notice was ul#ra vires and went béyond the intention of the Act,
I cancelled it and issqed another ?n its place. The Revenue Board, however,
ordered me to cancel my notice and revive Mr. Reade’s,

which'was correct. They
' g : pointed out* that a Collector has autho-
: B&ag.d 215;){? gy i 26_th Jm'm 19, rity to confiscate liquor passing through
E ' y his district uneovered by a permit in
- ny quantity whatsoever, and laid down that the effect of the law was that liquor

‘in quantities greater than a quart required to be covered by a permit in transit
in any case and in quantities less than a quart if it was so ordered. My own opinion
was, and is, that the effect of Section 17 of the Abkéri Act is limited by Section 15

to quantities of all kinds of liquor in excess of a quart, and that smaller
quantities eannot be interfered with in transit. - However I, of course, obeyed the

Board’s orders and revived Mr. R;eade’s order, which has been in force ever since.
But its application was not Jmshed to an extreme, and held to prevent - the
passage of French liquor from Pondicherry to one of the outlying French villages
belonging to that territory until somewhat r'ez:emly. Liquor so passing was
allowed to be conveyed unmolested if sovered by a French permit, but in January
of the present year a case came before the magistracy of this distriet for decision
in consequence of a man having been charged by the Police for carrying a quantity
of arrack from one French viliage to another without a renter’s pass. The case
is reported in my lgttgr to the Board 'oi,,tbg 8th Febrnary laét, No. 68, embodietlif' bl

in Board’s }21'60 dings of the lﬁtlh }jych _19313“&72-. 580-A. 1 then recommgl}déflﬁ-"“; -4
that the French Government shou ?:eceme notice of the necessity we experwucei‘i
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No. 3,428.

IDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, dated 24th December 1875.

Proce
Read the following letters : —

From J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to H. E. STOKES, Esq.,
w Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 2nd Decem-

¢ ber 1875, No. 519.

A suort time ago two casks of arrack belonging to the arrack-renters of

this district were seized by the French authorities on their way through Pondi-
cherry to Chendur near Tindivanam. Mr. Mackenzie complained to me, and
I wrote to the French Government asking if their detention was a mistake or
whether it was by order. I enclose a copy of the reply of the French Governor,

from which it will be seen that the reason why they were stopped was that they
were not covered by a pass from any English official. In consequence of the
information in my letter that the liquor was only en route to Chendur the barrels
have been released, and the Governor now informs me that he has under consider-
ation the rules necessary to regulate the passage of English liquor through French

territory from one point of Euglish territory to another.
9. This is no doubt in retaliation for the effect of our Abkéri law and

. j the notifications issued in the time of
* Boardé%(l;roceedmgs, dated 6th April 1875, 31 Reade and since under the Board’s

NO- b W . . -
authority,* directing that no arrack of

French origin shall be allowed to pass across any part of our territory unless

covered by our renter’s pass.
3. I report the matter for the B

may think necessary-.
4, The French can make what rules or laws they please on the matter, and

the rules made by them will probably have the effect of causing vur renter to send
his liquor to his outlying shops near Pondicherry by a different route than vig

that town.
—Copy of letter from Governor of Pondicherry.

oard’s information and for such orders as they

Excrosuge No. 1.

.

m the same officer, dated 9th December 1875, No. 531.

rward herewith, for submission to vaernmenl;, a.copy
of a letter from the Governor of Pondicherry, in which His Excellency requests
me to obtain & decision from the Madras Government to the effect that no new
ruling affecting international relations shall be put in force except after a previous
agreement ; that, with reference to the novel practice which I notified to his prede-
sekbor would be put in force relative to the transport of spirits from one point of
the French territory to another across Baglish territory (which came iuto force
o 1st July last), I will request Government to accord %o the French passes

Fro
1 mAvE the honor to fo

from tl




the same recognition which is extended by the French authorities to our English
ones; and, lastly, to hold the execution of the new rules in abeyance till the two
Governments have come to an agreement on the matter.

2. ‘ In submitting the letter, I consider it advisable to give a brief resumé
of the circumstances which have led to the state of affairs out of which the present
correspondence has taken its rise.

3. 'FI'IB French frontier is a very uneven one, several groups of French
villages being *‘enclave” in our territory. Facilities for smuggling are thus
exceedingly great and very difficult to guard against particularly in respect of
small quantities of liquor. It was, therefore, determined by m y predecessor,
Mr. Reade, in 1870, in the interests of the South Arcot Abkéri, to take advantage
of the provisions of Section 17 of the Mofussil Abkéri Act and by prohibiting the
transit of all French arrack and toddy without a pass from the South Arcot
Renter, no matter in how small quantities it might be imported, to check the
importation of those liquors from French territory completely. Accordingly the
subjoined notice was issued by him and published in the District Gazette :—

Norice.— I'he conveyance of country arrack, toddy, or cocoanut or palm juice from French
into English territory to the injury of the Abkari contract in South Arcot, no matter in how small

_ a quantity, is expressly prohibited, and all officers are héreby enjoined to seize all such liquor
uncovered by a pass from the contractor, and to forward the same to the office of the Tahsildar
for confiseation. The public are warned accordingly.

CUDDALORE, C. W. READE,

21st October 1870. Collector.

Soon after I took charge of the district from Mr. Reade in 1871, the Superin-
tendent of Police brought to my notice the illegal character of this notice, which
he did not feel justified in acting up to; and, as I concurred with him in
thinking that the notice was ultra vires and went beyond the intention of the Act,
I cancelled it and issued another in its place. The Revenue Board, however,
ordered me to cancel my notice and revive Mr. Reade’s, which was correct. They
pointed out* that a Collector has autho-
rity to confiscate liquor passing through
his distriect uncovered by a permit in
any quantity whatsoever, and laid down that the effect of the law was that liquor
in quantities greater than a~quart required to be covered by a permit in transit
tn any case and in quantities less than a quart if ¢7 was so ordered. My own opinion
was, and is, that the effect of Section 17 of the Abkédri Act is limited by Section 15
to quantities of all kinds of liquor in excess of a quart, and that smaller
quantities cannot be interfered with in transit. However I, of eourse, obeyed the
Board’s orders and revived Mr. Reade’s order, which has been in force ever since.
But its application was not pushed to an extreme, and held to prevent the
passage of French liquor from Pondicherry to one of the outlying French villages
belonging to that territory until somewhat recently. Liquor so passing was
allowed to be conveyed unmolested if covered by a French permit, but in January
of the present year a case came before the magistracy of this district for decision
in consequence of a man having been charged by the Police for carrying a quantity

* Board's Proceedings of 26th June 1871,
No. 2,571.
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of arrack from one French village to another without a renter’s pass. The case
is ‘réported in my letter to the Board of the 8th February last, No. 68, embodied
in Board’s Proceedings of the 10th March last, No. 580-A. I then recommended
ernment should receive notice of the necessity we experienced

that the French Gov
of strie forcing the rules with respect to French arrack and toddy, and after
some further explanation given in my letter of the 15th March last, No. 123,

printed in Board’s Proceedings of the 6th April, No. 833, the Board approved of
such notice being given to the French Government and of the strict enforcement
of the rules from the 1st July. This is the innovation complained of by the French
Governor. It is really only the strict enforcement of a rule of long standing.

4. I am of opinion,as I have already reported to the Board, that- arrack
transported from Pondicherry to outlying French shops is so conveyed chiefly for
smuggled into our territory, while as to the expediency of

the purpose of being
checking its importation in quantities smaller than a quart there can be no doubt,

whatever doubt there may be as to the existing law admitting of this being done.

5. I request the Board’s orders at an early date on the French Governor’s
uest to suspend the strict action of the rule, and in effect to recognize French

re z
2 two Governments have come to some understanding on the

passes until the

matter, and in t 505
on the Subject of a subsidy for the outlying villages.

Excrosuge No. 1.—Copy of letter from Governor of Pondicherry.

SupmrrTED for the orders of Government with copies of the Board’s Proceed-
S ings noted in the margin, which contain
gg:{: g:;?:ex}:%g’11;’;')..‘2,“'1\5’3;.1'1,919. the correspondence referred to by the
10th March 1875, No. 580-A. Collector.

6th April 1875, No. 833. 2. The Board entertain no doubt
as to the effect of Section 17 of the Abkéri Act as set.forjch .in the first two
Proceedings quoted, iz, that all liquor in whatever q'm.mtxty is liable to confisca-
tion if uncovered by a permit, though the penal provisions apply only where the

r than an imperial quart.
-3 " Ag shown by Mr. Garstin, the views of the law, and the orders as to its
: which the French authorities complain, are not new, though the
ders were not strictly carried out prior to the recent notice given to the
sk r of Pondicherry. The Board are of opinion that the course directed
f'}o‘;]el:noProceedings last quoted should not be suspended, but should continue to
3 Enan d. as the matter can scarcely be settled on the basis proposed for the
> enfom;:o;m in paragraphs 7 and 8 of the Collector’s letter of the 15th March
reason;.s 123. To recognize the passes of the French shopkeepers would be in
1875, c(;u ntenance the smuggling which is so rife and which it is of such import-
fact to the British revenue to check. From Mr, Garstin’s letter, dated 2nd
t]‘;(i;ee;l(l))er 1875, No. 519, it would seem that the interest of the British renters are

e

ally i in th nition of their passes in French territory.
ok materially involved in the reco?x P

enforcement, of
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he mean time I propose to address His Excellency M. Trillard .
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ondence seat up by him for the Board’s perusal.r
(True Copies and Extract. )

Acting Secretary.

3. In future . Garstin is requested to submit translations th:h co
pies m
M of French corresp s

To the Seeretary to Government, Revenue Department,
with copies of Board’s Proceedings, dated 26th June 1871,
26th September 1872, 10th March 1875, and 6th April 1875,
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