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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
18t/ December 1876. No. 2352,

e

I - "
. Export of Grain,
' | No.99%  Reud the following letter from W.LOGAN, Esg, Collector of Malabar,
’ to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Calicut, 4th December 18767
No. 91 t— ¥ ;

Referring - to G.O., Financial Department; No. 2117, dated 25th November
2 OTO(junt sopulyod )y T oy dite-isomorut- eneIo8e coples OF BXTFACHS from three

Jetters, ‘Nos. 804, 805 and 808, dated 1gt instant, from the Deputy Collector in
charge of \Wynaad regarding the gcarcity of grain in the “Wynaad markets on last
Qetober 29th, and the action of the Gudalur Deputy Tahsildar i the matter.
e R The first notice I had of what had occurred was contained in a letter
* from Mr, J. W, Minchin/(copy enclosed), On tht same evening I also obtained
_ from another source the information contained in%he enclosed. extract from a
letfer,.glated 20th October, from Mr. Griffin of the ¢ Seaforth " Estate, and, on
receipt of this information, T at ‘onee telegraphed to the Deputy Commissioner of
Mysore as follows :—

¢ i . . . ‘ » L
« T have reliable intelligence that some persons are stopping export of grain
from Mysore to Wynaad. Please stop this, else eonseqtiences to peace of this .
e s ‘ » . o ¥
[ district will be most serious, Imperative—should be done before Sunday.”
_ ' I was careful, you will observe, in refraining from bringing any accusation
e against the Mysore officials because it occurred fo me that possibly there had beeu

o .._W-r-—\--:~'wmbmﬂ‘“‘-"%“ﬂwug tig therchgnid or  thwy sulue other persums bad otivivasty

W

‘;mgerfered. ' I :
" | 8. Of the fact that on 29th October grain was only procurable at famine .
rates in the Devalah and Gudalur bazaars there can be no doubt whatever. The
“ principal trader " of Gundlepett, referred 'to in paragraph 3 of the ‘Ashtagram
Commissioner’s letter, himself amply attests the fact, because when four and six
soers of rice.and raggy respectively are selling for 1 Rupee, those are famine rates.
4, That these famine prices were demanded because of the scarcity of grain
does not admit of doubt. .
5. How then did the searcity arise? Mr, Macgregor reports, as the result of
his inquiries, that {‘ the bandymen state that no grain was obtainable,” and he
i mentions the case of one man who heard tom-toming going on at the time he was
ondeavouring to obtain grain, and that he was told that it was an order not # gell :
grain,, Moreoyer Mr. Griffin’s maistry, you will see, had earte blanche as to the
¢ price he was to pay, and yet ,even he had failed to obtain a supply for the 600
coolies his master had in his employ. Itis extremely diffieult to obtain exact
'accounts of what happened from the bandymen, becanse they are all natives of
Mysore, and, if they were fo give information against any officials who did interfere,
they themselves and their relatives would eertainly suffer for it. 1t is not eontended
that there Was absolutely no grain in Mysoreto purchase, because since then the,
markets have been pretty fairly supplied, and, in .the absence of any other
\ ¥ ! explar‘mtio‘%,l remain still of opinion that the scarcity was, somehow 'or  other,’
vt ’ b artificially caused. &
o %, The rise in prices was a sudden thing, and it is obvious that it Wou!d be a
: most advantageous speculation for the Gundlepett traders and others to import
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