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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
REEER 1st Dicember 1876. '

e

: No. 3. Read the following lctter{.‘fro‘m J. E. O°'CONOR, Esq., Assistant Secre-
~ " tary to the Government ‘of 11dia, Department of Revenue, Agriculture, and
s+ Gewmereo, (Fibres and Silk ) to the Hon. D. F! CARMICHAEL, Secretary
. te t}f};‘.f\,.:’."'»ri;v_jﬁr'nent of Mrdras, Revenue Department, dated Calcutta, 18th
November 1670, No. 87:—. . -
I ax directed to g-lltiv.ﬁt; that if there is any record of the experimental cultiva-
- tion of Musa {r i or Mani'a hemp, having at any time been undertaken in the
Madras Presidency, the results ‘or’ the cxperiments made may be repoi-ted for the
- information of the Government of India. If not, I am to inquire, with refcrence to
* tho enclosed letter from the Superintendent of the Department of  Science in Oudh,
No. 211, dated the 4th Scptember 1876, whether Ilis Grace the Governor in Council
. would wish to have seed or suckers of the plant for undertaking experiments in
suitable places in Madras, where, it is believed, it would grow successfully.

ExcrLostre No. 1.

Copy of o letter, No. 211, dated the 4th September 1876, from the Superintendent of the Depart-
ment of Science in Oudh, to t_he Tersonal Assistant to the Chief Commissioner of Oudh.

I trave the honor to forward herewith, for submission to the Government of India, extracta
from the article on Fibres and Cordage “taken from Bevans’ British manufacturing industries,
lately published, regarding plantain fibre the produce of Musa texfilis.” ' '

9, The finer fibre is said to be extensively adaptable to the many wants now Bupplied Ly

flax and cotton, and is used at the present time for weaving -into light fabrics, and also for
damasks, the finer sort of furniture hangings and upholstery generally. The coarser fibre is
extensively used for cordago, under the name of Manila hemp, and ropes made of it are said to
be stronger than those made {from Russian hemp. ,

3. This kind of plantain is grown in Manila and other tropical islands, and, unlike other
| Lkinds of plantains, which can only be propagated by suckers is 8aid to be easily raised from sced.

4, - There may be more than one species of plantain which furnishes this veluable fibre,
but this prastical botanists might casily determine. .

- 5. Although grown in tropicsl islands, it might perhaps be grown to advantage in Burma,

Bengal, and all Southern India. T : .

6. If it bo true that the method of oxtraction of this fibre is easy and simple, it might '
perhaps, with advantage, be grown instead of the Rhea in those climates, the difficulty of extract-

ing the fibre of the latter being the drawback to its extensive cultivation.

b

———

s« Extract from Bcrr:m’ Dritish Manufacturing Industries.
Oxz of the most promising materials for certain purposes is the fibre of the plantain, which
| has often engaged the attention of the tropical cultivator and merchant, though until of late -
 years there was no great demand for new textilo or cordage substances. The proccss of [ '
disengaging the fibre is so simple, compared with the elaborate processes attending the separation
"of homp end flax, and the expense and labor so trifling, that it is surprising the raw material has
" ot befors this bocome an extensive article of commerce. : _' "
1t is extremely desirable to know the quantity of fibre that can be obtained per acre, and .
# the following calculations, which are the result of careful experiments are worthy of record.

Cotton in America is an annusl plant, subject to many deteriorating influences particularly
from frost or excessive rain, and & full average crop is‘oonsidered to be oue. bale per acre, cr
about 4 cwt, ~ Flax, also an annual, is regarded as a good crop at 6 cwt. per acre, and hemp at
7 cwt. per acxre. The plantain will yield of the best quality of fibre 48 ewt. per acre, besides the
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e

ympared with that of cntton twelvefold ; of
he produce of tho plautain from 500 acres

m 6,000 aeres, in flax 4, 600 s, and in
oD the sarms

coarser qualities ; consequently, its produce will be as
flax, cightfold ; and of hemp, sevenfold. Moreuver,
would require to obtain the same quantity in col
Lemp 3,500 acres.  But flax and hemp being exhau-\ng crops cannot Iigrown P
land oftener (at the utmost) than in a five-year rotalN\Q. Therefore.4 -m.,uyannu/y for
seven years 1,200 tons of flax would require the use of an\tate of 2 000 ueres; apd for hewp,
in the same way 17,500 acres. Dut the plantain, not being an expligting orop would continue

to produce ita 1,200 tons of § fifteen
re er snn withou , {welve or
Years upon 500 ncres. P um without rqxsmt

[

No. 4.
No. 4, ORDER THEREON, 1st December 1876, No. 1,875.
Aliscellancous, —' : CoxyryicaTED to the Board of
" Revenucand the Conscrvator of Forests
for report.
(True Estract.)
(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secrelary to Governmenk.

" To the Doard of Revenue.

» the Conservator of Forests. ' ’
Exd. F. I.. Banileman. . :
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