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- _Proceedings of the Madras Government, Repenue Depurtment, /

29tk November 1876. -

No. 587. Read tho following Proceedings of the Birard of Revenue, sed 24th
November 1876 :— 3

_ f
Read the following letter from A. J.”STUART, Bsq., Actinz Colector of
Tinnevelly, to II. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Joard of

_Rerenue, dated 21st November 1876, oot e

Lae e v

1 have the honor te report that the prospects of the'Season in Tinnevelly are
becoming somewhat gloomy owing to want of suflicient rain. ' .
2. 'This is particularly the case in east Sankaranainarcovil, Ottapidaram,
Sattur, and Strivilliputtur where much land is still uncultivated, and the lands
which have been sown are boginning to suffer seriously for want of rain. Should
‘there bé no more rain in the next ten or fifteen days, I fear much of this will be
Jost. In this case it will certainly be necessary for me to apply to the Board of
Revenue for permission to give full remissions of dry waste land or of dry waste
and withered ‘up to a certain proportion of the total demand. The wet crops of
these talugs are in an equally unsatisfactory state. ' '

8. Inthe river valley we had a good car crop, and wo have the promise 8o far
of a good peshanum crop, but large quantitics of grain are moving northwards by
rail, and I see every reason for believing that, owing to this, prices will rise and
continue to rise until they ave as high. or nearly so, here as in Madura, where famine
rates prevail. At present second-sort rice is still sold at 6} to 7 measures per

- 3(\1;);;:-.11 “Tinpeveélly, but1s ap we ViAv b maaniat ‘mQrttan anW Windnnnttg,

4, Emigration to Ceylon and the coffce plantation in Travancore will do
much to assist the poorer classes in tiding over this hard time, but I must prepare
the Board for the probable nccessity of relief works in the northern and north-
easte:‘u'tal}xqs;_ and perhaps also in Nanguneri. I propdse to begin only when and
where the necessity bocomes cvident and in a small way with local funds on
village improvement works from the general fund of our local funds when we
have a large balance, and beg the Board will give me genoral sanction to make use
of this fond in this mauner in auticipation of their sanction of course after consult-
ation with the Local Fund Board Mcmbers. :

5. Should this not be sufficient, I have ascertained from tho District Engi-
‘necr that on the grant by Government of a special sum of money for irrigation

"works, estimates aro ready and tank and channel repairs can bo immediately put

{n hand all over the affocted talugs and that there will be no difficulty in sccuring

‘proper supervision. The work will be of the kind required, viz., simple earthworks.

T hope thig may not be necessary, but I think it my duty to warn the Board of the
prolability of an application from Tinnevelly for a large graat for ir;igation works
to enable me to give employment to the laboring class if their ordinary agricultural
employment fails owing to the dry crops being all lost and until the time for culti-
vation in the following scason. The Board may, however, rely on my not begin-
ning until there is a real necessity. ' ~ '

6. Should there be a scarcity of food grains in Tinncvelly a3 is probable if the

large exportation northwards continues and the dry harvest fails, I shall be glad

to know whother the Board and Governmont have determined upon any decided
policy in respect of interference by Government in the matter of grain supply..

“Would the Board wish me to -consider and prepare the best means for supplying
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‘that grain will be carried so fur eouth as Tinnevelly by rail to any very
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2 -\ Proceedings of the Madras Goéirnment, Revente Department,
N i 20th Noremler 1876.
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8. Should tho dry harvest fuil in North Tinnevelly snd in Madura and T ichi-
popoly, it would be perhaps worth while to suggest to the South Indian Railw8y t{:
take prompt mecasures to increaso their rollivg stock, for jmportaton Wm. o 8
probability go on in that caso until the next dry Larvest is cut, which 10 t-m;
district would not be till the fullowing January or February, and 1 should th
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{he dist ict by Government ligency, or is the policy of non-interference With locad. LR
" trade ta bo strictly adhered to be the results what they may. : - , 4
7. Food grains may be most convenicntly supplied to this district at Tuticor?s CoR “ﬁ :
from which point they could be most easily distributed by rail. Local frms (“am'?) 3 ,'
are accustomed to deal with markets in other parts of the Presidency ?nd 1{; : ) |

Bombay, but I think ‘that in the present general scarcity any large supplies W1 By

probably have to be drawn from Bengal or Burma, or even further away, and 1% - E
that case cither Government agzeney or that some of the principal firms in Madr‘ﬂi N
would be best. I would respeetfully suggest tha¢ a hint might be given to the chlfv’ _ :f::
Mudras firms that prices are already at four and-a-half measures per rupce 'm %
Madura and are rising in Tinnevelly, and that Madura and Tinnevelly may conves '
_uicntly be supplied from Tuticorin by means of the South Indian Railway. i

=
¥

N
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rolling stock may be casily increased in three or four months by lmportatl9n frq !% o
‘lmgland. If the Board approve, 1 will make these snggestions myself. ' , ; .
. . ".
‘ Iy .
Submitted for the inforwmation of Governmert. T ;.'TEEE", ‘
‘ TR

2. The Collector’s proposal to util ize the unspent balancéaa?is—c%f?uvhﬂs on
works of village improvement is approved, and he will apply for lump allotments 83
required. ' ‘

3. The Board support his request that allotments should he made to enable -
the District Engineer to carry out many of the irrigation repairs for which ostimates
bave been submitted. ' _. - .

4. ILis proposal that Governmont shonld iinport grain ab Tuticorin does n?t_
commend itself to the Doard, and 1t scems mjneccssary to acqu'aint the mercantlle |
firms of Madras of the prices ruling in Madura and Tinnevelly as they are o doubb -
alrcady well-informed on this point. .. .

5. The Traffic Managers of the South Indian Railway will, no doubt,

best to meet an extraordinary demand for carriage, but the Board do not anticipat‘:
great «
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cxtent as the line runs paralled to the sea coast and sca-borne grain from Madrés g; 1
or Negapatam can be landed at Tuticorin with the greatest facility during the preva” ‘ *i 1
lenco of the north-cast monsoon. ~'Thence trausport is easy by several roads to the {\ ‘._{
interior. ' : - - L tf
(True Copy and Extract.) o % ¥ .

. {Signed)  H. . STOKES, Yikb

. - Acting Secretary- f 5{!':
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3 L
S . 99th November,1876. . ¥
The judicidus employment of the General Fund balance 'wi}i admit of any urget rglicf $
that may be required beingprompt}y et for a time. Meanwhile the Collector sho uld : -
be instructed to watch any serious turn matters may take and report the same to
Government. - ‘ : %
‘ (True Extract.)
N  (Signed)  D.F. CARMICHAEL, 3
‘ ' Secrelary to Government, N
' ' i,
|
To the I‘»énrd of Revenud. ‘ ) L _ ' .,_

Iuspector-(}cuerul of Police.:
- Firancial Department.
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