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g(fgdf:;:g: ::g fm: vlﬁhe most part'. lost, 1ihe wet lands have not been sown, and the
red-| ¢, with few exceptions, withered. The rain holds off unaccountably,
notwuhstandlfng that we have had dark clouds passing ove;' for the past four days
and should rain fall hereafier it will do little, I fear, :owards'savin({ ;xiSti“g dr-Y,
c_mps.. It would no d.oubt enable the ryots to replant dry cro;:; and to sow
Lf)dm, but T do not think that we can ecaleulate upon this. Prices are universally
high, and there can be no doubt that the labufing'classos a:ue auﬂ'u;in distgess. I
encloso, C4Ry of -a letter just received from Mr. Martin as to thegstatg:f .the
Dmd.xgul Taluq. Pulni is repovted to be still worse. T propose to open to cattle
th.e jungles referred to by Mr. Martin, and will endeavorpto arranpe v;'itl; the
District Engineer and the Contractor for the execution 0f work on the g dasandoor
road, for which I have already applied for & grant of 10,006 Rupees. e- &

: R fsf(-}t, that people aro taking to use for food roots of plants contrary to
their nsual habit is a sure indication of the pressure Wiat e beino" félt i
that relief is required. “1 forward for the inspection of the }zoardlthe sam ie
e e Mr. Martin, . The .root. resembles very much what is .knownpin
England as the catnut, or earth-nut, antf has by no m‘eaps a disagreeable flavor.

3. Mr, Nicholson, copy of-whose letter I enclose, reports that there has
been a rain-fall of about two inches at Ramnad, and throughout that divigion and
this will save the existing dry crops, but is not safficient to enable the ry (;ts s
commence wet cultivation which is invariably much later in the Ramnad Diviaiovn
tbag elsowhere. ~Losking et the goneral failure of ‘rain thmm}'b})&j cegret L
cannot share the hopeful view  Mr. Nicholson takes of the ebm{;g 08 ecff It
will be three or four months before much relief can be obtained frompranpexpécteﬂ
crop, not get sown, and meantime we are already drawing upon other districts for
our supplies. I_apprehend‘tha.t prices will still continue to rise for ‘s‘ux'ﬂe j Tay
I am proceeding into the Tirumangalam Talug to-m.o'rrow, and will report further
on the state of that talug in the course of a day or two. e
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Exovosrre No. L.—Copy of Sub-Collector's letter.

EXCLOSURE No. ﬁ.éCopy‘ of Head Assistant’s lotter.

®

Tug foregoing papers relate to the state of the season in, and proseht condition
of, the Madura District. The Collector in the first lotter read above reports that the
rain-fall has been deficient, that the crops throughout a Targe portion of the district
are withering, that prices are very high, that the laboring classes are in distress
for want of employment, and that an immediate grant of Rupees 1,64,000, for
expenditure on certain roads as relief works, is in the Collector’s opinion necessary.
The further papers farnish reports from divisional officers and information as to
the prices now prevailing.

9 The Board have giveu careful consideration to the Collector’s letter, and

are of opinion that the application for a grant of Rupees 1,64,000 for relief works
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: & © provailing are less than prie.eg;iﬁ'Ma&ras-,'and’mnln‘gﬁ::be mwdamdfamme rates.
S A The divis'ic;na-l officers’ roports 3h0\§( that tl)gr_‘lponﬁibim oft;{ae Sfi})*-d’iviéio_n
B 4 0 Talngs of Dindigul and Palani is bad, butas regards the Madura, Melur, and

< Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 18th November 1876. , s

iy premature. The Collector lays stress on the extraordinarily high prices now
prevailing and ¢ompares them with those ruling in previous years of searcity; but
on examination the prices, though high, donot appear to the Board to be indicative
of very severe pressure. The prices reported by the Collector for October 1876

are compared below with those of October 1875, . v
e P e i - . Average Priccs - G
e October 1875, . Detober 1876, .
l Madras Meaguras © Madras Measures
4 S bl per Bupse. < per Bapee. » .
TR B s e s e o B Fouig s
Cliotant [ bt et o eae e P S g
R R S 21:3 TR ey
Walet R R s S S | e e e L : s i

The prices reported in the above telegrams as prévailing on the ‘1.4;th ﬁ‘q?ém»‘ i

_ ber are, per Kupee | v
| Madura.  Dindigul.  Palaui.

Al 8 MM. | MM L B
Rice—second sort, ... .. . T B e RS g0 e
o B i R WS Sl n e S SRR Bl ) Tkt ARG
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i There thus appears to have been asudden and hé@v’y_ﬁse m gnoes, gspecm,lly e
LT ohalm,-ﬂoumb%@,ﬂgnd. !'2&1', i}in wlﬁ,&hﬂbiﬂﬂx_ﬁh&.mgﬁl‘im&mhﬂﬁ ﬂ&!&.&ﬁ“!’

Tirumangalam Tulugs the Board doubt whethor reason is sﬁho“‘Wn‘fot.' the extensive
relief operation proposed. The report of the Head Assistant Collector shows that
rains, some of the tanks having, it is said, received a two months® supply. The
rains will, at any rate, have saved the (ﬁlry"cr‘-ops ou the ground and have enabled

~ others to be sown. The Board are not anxious as to that division, usually the

-

worst off. v (s o [Fgphis MO .
4 Ttis observed that the a’lloitm@ts of Local Funds for expenditure on

 against them to the end of August (the latest date up to which the Board have

" roturns) indieates that there must be still a large sum available. Allowing for an
 expenditure of Rupees 60 :

~ alakh of rupees availabl Al dan

 Works, The expenditure of Local Fund grants should be pushed on, and unless

J

~ that portion of the distriet (Ramnad and Shivaganga) has benefited by the "rogdemt‘ o

| road works are considerable. They are detailed below and the expenditure i

f which & considerable portion must be under New

" the contract system has been largely adopted by the Public Works Department, ?.
" s in the case of the Vadasandur road referred to by the Sub-Collector, will do

. much to ptoyidé employment for th yse in need of it. The Collector will mﬂam i
ik Eiand repartwhafgums are available, and will arrange with the District Engineer
 for theworks being pushed on. Rupees 12,000 more are available from Local Funds
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