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es on which I need not enter. “However,
agant, it is evident that the tank should be
size of its presentA'one. :

is extremely bad for making an embank-
r mesus of providing one, except at an

: ‘ d thoroughly repaired in 1874-75 at a cost
' of 830 Rupees; to look at it, you would #hink it had not been repaired for many years.
 Under the fore-mentioned circumstances ! it can scarcely be a matter for surprise that

' the tank has only been repaired to be bry ched, The expenditure during the last ten
years has been Rupees 634-0-5. B '

#® g With regard to the I’onnary-ﬁ

" ith extraordinary rapidity, owing.
* whether or no the assumption be

_ provided with a calingulah many
' b, This is however not all. Th
ment, and there is no stoné revetmen
‘normous expense. The tank was well ;

| bank aforementioned, Tam about to institute
 an investigation into the propriety Offﬁau)’ restoring it. It would intercept the
large jungle stream which now breachds the Vanavanellur tank, also the Thengal
Oday, a still lurger stream of good watem, which nélv falls into the Vadayor, and i8in

no other way utilised. It has an enormaus bund four or five miles long, and two very
Jarge sluices, one of which I haye seen. - {I'he sluice is of laterite, cased throughout with
well-dressed stone with a very fine cutsthbne floor, and is quite repairable. The land
commanded by the tank is very good and very favorable for irrigation, and altogether
if the restoration can be affected at a,i‘réasonable cost, I think the project likely to
prove a most important one. o '

7. 'lhe tank is said to bave been Bonstructed 80 or 100 years ago by a private
 ndlividual called Ronnpa hu_t.,lmxking,t‘{thg enormous magnitude of the work, I think
it far more probable that it was carriedgut by Kings of the Cholah Dynasty, by whom
was built the splendid Pagoda of Grungakondasholapuram (two miles from the tank and
e-mmanded by it), and who are said to have made it their capital. If so, there must
at one time have been a large po?ulatioj; at this place, and it is utterly inconeeivahlo
to mo hiow they can have obtained a supply of water if this tank did not exist:

8. In conclusion then I cannof recommend any expenditurc on the tank. I
have intimated the same to the Collector, sending him at the same time a copy of this
letter.

i

Sumyrrrsd for the information of Government. ‘

The undersigned has been unable to find on the atlas sheet any of the names
referred torin the District Engineer’s later lotter.

9. A small tank receiving the drsinago of fifty square miles, holding but 9-72
millions of cubic feet, or suflicient for: 80 fo 90, acres of irrigation at most, wonld,
under any cirenmstances, be not worth any large outlay. In this case, moreover, the
soil is reported to be bad, and there is po §tone available at hand for protecting the
pund. The emall escape (18 feet) formerly existing has beon swept away, aud the
tank*has been repeatedly breached, an pecwrrence which must necessarily take place
every time there may bea considerable fall of rain. To render it safe a maximum
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be available, and prob

_ additional, so that altogether an
be necessary. Consequently,
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