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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
5 b 29th May 1876. No. 965.

Municipal—Report.
No. 266. Read the following letter from H. 8. THOMAS, Esq., President of the
Municipal Commission, Negapatam, to the Hon, D. I\ CARMICHAEL,
- Officiating Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Tanjore,
14th August 1875, No. 180:—

1 have the honor to forward, herewith, the report of the Commissioners on
the working of the Negapatam Municipality during the year 1874-75, together
with the statements showing receipts and charges in the prescribed forms, and the
statement showing the incidence of taxation during the same year.

9. The accounts of the Municipality for the year under report were audited

- under my orders by 8. Srinivasa Raghava Aiyangar, late Head Writer of my office,

and were reported by him to be correctly and neatly kept, with the exception of
a few clerical errors which were duly corrected. His report on the state of the
accounts is herewith forwarded. : ;

3. Theannual Medical Report of the Civil Dispensary at Negapatam, furnished
by Dr. Thomas, Zillah Surgeon, is berein enclosed for the information of Govern-
ment. :

4. Necessary explanations regarding the several items of receipts and expen-
dituro of the Municipality are given in the report. | ;‘

A

From T. OLIVER, Esq, Viee-President of the Morivipsl Qemwiseion, Negapaiom, t 58

THOMAS, Fsq., President of the Municipal Commission, Negapatam, dated Nega
16th July 1875, No. 81. : ; ,p_“. m. b
1 beg to submit the following report on the working of the Negapatam Municipality duﬂni

the year ended 31st March 1875.
2. The usual statements of receipts and ‘expenditure in the prescribed form, countersigned

by the Auditor, accompany this report.

3. The smount at the disposal of the Commissioners during the year under review was
Rupees 56,893-8-0 as against Rupees 49,517-7-8 of the previous year. The difference is owing
to the receipt this year of Rupees 12,500 from Government, (being a moiety of the loan of
Rupees 25,000 accorded for the construction of a Market) and a decrease in revenue from the Tax
on Arts and Professions, caused by three of the lowest classes of rate-payers, under Schedule B
of the Act, being exempted from taxation. There is a slight increase in the receipts from i

on Vehicles and Carts and Tolls. This ia a8 it should be, as the removal of the Distriot Court to

this station would necessarily increase the receipts from these sources.

4, Miscellaneous Receipts—eall for no special vemarks. Statement IV m‘ %

of Rupees 2,278-0-5 still to be collocted. This comparatively large balance is owing to the-
essossment of hovses having been rerised during the year.. This, delaged. the preparation of the
ﬁﬂl,mdrmthMMdthm - - : i

5. The statement of the
shows no appreciable difference compared with the previous year, except in the Tax on Arts and

Professions. Under this head it will be observed that though the incidence per head of population

- appears lowered from Rapees 0-3-7 to Rupees 0-2.8, the rate per head of tax-payers is raised from

Rupees 5-4-9 to Rupees 10-13-6, or more than double that of previous years. The number taxed
this year is 752 a8 against 2,075 of the previous year, and it is therefore to be assumed that
persons assessed under the three lowest classes formed 64 per cent., or merely two-thirds, of the
total number, while they contributed only about one-third of the revenue. ;

.

* Incidence of various Rates and Taxes " submitted with this report
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6. The gross expenditure durin '
g the year was Rs. & - 11 - i
of the previous year. year was Rs. 30,087-11-11, against Rs.41,908-15-4

7. Geavt L—Under this head Rupees 3,532-7-9 wore expended in lavelling the site for the

proposed new Market, and in collecting chunam and bri inni :
Doy : ricks preparatory to begianing the erection
of the building, which was commenced in April 1875. 4 i S

i h8. jupe;a 5, 036',7'9 MERS. expended in the upkeen of the metalled roads, a work always of
7 AL the m.atenal (laterite) has to be procured by railway all the way from Tanjore, &
dle.tlmce of fifty miles. With a view to economy the Commissioners adopted the use of broken
bricks and debris of houses in constructing some of the minor roads in the town. This has been
found not to answer well where there is any amount of cart trafic. Rupees 1,753-3-0 were
expended on this account. 2

9. Education.—The details of the smount spent are given in Statement 11, Grant 11, and

call for no special remark.

b loh The annual report of the Dispensary received from Dr. Thomas, the Zillah Surgeon, o
erewith annexed. I have merely to add that the Commissioners have resolved to erect an extrs
ward for the treatment of venereal cases.

11. Conservancy.—The Commissioners have been keenly alive to the :_Almportance of this

depurtment of their work, and have spared no pains, by a careful supervision of the oxpenditure,

to pro«?nee the utmost results from the outlay incurred. A sum of Rupees 13,351.12-10 (about
one-t.hx'rd f’f the gross Municipal expenditure) was disbursed during the year on this account-
The principal portion ?f this sum was expended in maiutaining an establishment of carts and
Znuliloah for scavengering the town. Thirty-two pairs of bullocks and their complement of carts
scavengers heve been constantly employed in the removal of night-soil and street sWeepinge,
- wnder the supervision and scratiny of the Overscers. The benefit afforded to the town by thie
service is, though mot apparent, of undoubted advantage to the health of the people. Five
- public tanks and ten wells in the town have been repaired, drained, cleansed, and refilled, and

generally the sanitation has been attended to as far as possible.

*

12. The Registration of Births and Deaths in the town gives the following results :—

Popnlation. Births. Peaths*
48,528 1,474 1,195
per 1,000 303 246

13: The chief want which is now felt in the town is the supply of good water. This is under
the agxxons con!deraﬁgn of the Commissioners. ' ‘

14. On the remaining heads of expen&i&ure-—Establisbmont. Lighting, and Watering Streets
—no special remarks are called for ; the expenditure under these heads being in nature and amount
gimilar to ‘previous years. : k!

15. At the date of penning this report, the fact that cholera is in the town cannot be passed

~gver without remark. The discase was introduced from Colombo in the early part_of April.

From the very earliest time of its appearance every precaution was adopted to check its spread by
both the Medical and Sanitary establish-

4 strioter enforeement of the ganitary laws and increasing
ment. Measures also were adopted to ensure each house being visited, upon the occcurrence of &

case of cholera, by the Municipal Overscers for the purpose of personally geeing the premises
cleansed and disinfected. These measures have been attended with no little saccess in checking
the greater prevalence of the disease ; but owing to cases occurring in the suburbs being brought
into the town, the Commissioners are unable to report that the disease is stamped out. Eatly
steps were taken by the Commissioners, and promptly seconded by the Collector of the District, .to
discourage the attendance of the usual number of pilgrims at the Nagore feast. The mortality
during the feast in Nagore plaialy shows what might bave bappened had the crowds assembled

anchecked.
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From S. SRINIVASA RAGHAVA AIYANGAR, Auditor of the Negapatam Municipal
Accounts, to H. S THOMAS, Esq., President of the Municipal Commission, Nega-
dated Point Calimere, 9th June 1875,

patam, :
With reference to your letter, dated 20¢th May 1875, No. 75,1 beg to state that I have
audited the Accounts of the Negapatam Municipality for the year 1874-75, and to report the result.
2. The balance to the credit of the Municipality on the 31st March 1875 I found was as
follows :— ‘ ‘ - S : s : ' :
B o e kS BS. A P
.  (Monicipal Fund .. oo e 10718 123
To the Tulag Treervy: {Dgpoa'its o, e L 3,010 02 9
~ iy g _ 19,930 12 1
In the Municipal Office Cash-chest, kept a8 a permanent advance . 9 0 0
) _ CEIS pu ol o [N Gl L TR TS

A — ——

3. There is & difference of Rupees 6.9-1 between this balance and the balance in the Trea-
sury accounts 88 ascertained from the Tahsildar. lThis difference was noticed by the Anditpr of
the Accounts of the year 1873-74, and was due to f.he omission in the taluq to bring to account
a credit and a debit entry, the debit entry being Rupees 64-15.0, ** Contribution paid to the Local’

" Vettar Bridge, Nagore, on the 4th March 1874, and the credit entry,

Fund Board for rep \ ‘
Rupees 58-5-11, * Surplus Pound Fund credit as per Treasury Deputy Collector’s letter, No. 185,

of the yéar, 187475 ; henoe the difference ia repeated
from iha Taboildas of Negapatom o0 fhie pijsh i gend o e
4. 1 carefully examined the Casb- k. There were ono or two ﬁmré]: : ,
as well as in the Ledger, which were duly corveoted, On comparing, however, the entries in the
‘ : : the Load of Professional-tax with the file of Yiecuses issued,

| Oa \ the receipt side under x
Cash-book an the receipl S8 P L o Yotal of the amounts entered in the liconses ixsued is

I found that on the 1st May 187

Rupees 21, Rupees 18 only ‘have been credibed 1o R
one of the licenses issued for Rupees 3 had subsequently to be eance

the fact was not noted

dited in the accounts. The Head Clerk explains that

rom the fact of the mistake being patent and such as would casily cateh. the eye, I should think
the mistake could hardly have been intentional. ‘

5. With these exceptions
where in them.
6. 1 compared each item of expenditure

{n some cases the accounts given by tho Municipal Overecr of sundry items of expenditure were
shown to me 48 youchérs, no reccipts having been taken from the parties to whom payments were

made by the Ove cor. ‘The Head Clerk explained to me that these sums consisted of a large
e iy sl ipma i Tttt inkof 8 Feclp DO takon from the payee_for every
one of these would entail i%ﬁwﬁmm“%“&f’my true, but I believe that
e erved in other Municipalitics and cannot be safely dis

mention tha
theit Meetings.
7. The House : 4 ney. .
ng'yj);;;ve not been signed by the Vice-President or the Commissioners, nor the nlterahm md‘
;nterlineations in them authenticated. 1ugdmmd,_hovevor§ that the House-tax Register has not.

g !
disposal. -

The mistake does not appear to have been rectified in the accounts
in the balance of that year.  Two letters 4

clerioal erorsin it

elled, but that by inadvertence - .
on the license itself. It ia Dow difficult to say whether this was so, but

the Cash-book, the Ledger, and the Journal have beern kept 'i,;‘ 5%

‘ vexly business-like manner and with the mosé pcrupulons neatfiess.  There is hardly an erasure or

" aninterlineation to be seen any S L ' e O
[ 2 the Cash-book with its corresponding voucher.

rule is observed in. : : spens with. Iw.hww, o
the T8 1 all these bills of the Overseer have been rogularly passed by the Commissioners st

e and meesnienal-fai :ncéristerlﬂhivj"d not B&gn "kedpt as neatly q.srtl'ﬁ 3 ; nhonlé L |

cen made out finally as there is 2 large number of appeals against the assessm cuts pending -

i o R .
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; 8. The receipt files, license files, and other books have been well kept. I would suggest,
however, tlut for purposes of check it would be well to entrust the clerks with & ed
:::bc of license forms stitched into books and make them account for every form received by
‘Manic 23 Saiagon, 1 beg to acknowledge the assistance remdered by the Head Clerk of the
Municipal Office in affording me information on all matters connected “with the accounts, the
ready explanations farnished by him in regard to pointe on which I called for explanation -having

mu.ch facilitated my audit. He appears to be a very good Accountant, and from the manner in
which he has kept the Cash-book, Journal and Ledgee would seem to understand Book-keeping
“m‘u’. ' . - J.‘_*-Ek. A_“ 3;' * A"?_' .

gy T e g T b 5 oK

' D2az Stz,—In reply to your letter of this day's d;(e, I'%ave 46 inform. you that the amount
stood to the eredit of the Negapatam Municipality on the 81st March 1875 was Rs. 19,936-5-2.
y b RS Yours very traly, :

Nzoararax, 3rd June 1875. (Signed)  R. VENCATRAYALOO,

v

P

To the Auditor of the Maunicipal Accounts, Negapatam.

Deae Ste,—With reference to your letter received this day, I have to inform you that the
balance on the 31st March 1875 was Rupees 19,937-5-2, instead of which it was mistakenly given

‘as Rupees 19,036-5-2 in my letter, dated 3rd instant. L
And farther T have to inform you that the two entries that are referred to in your this day's

T

lstter, nd that 8dd their difference Rupees 6-0-1 to the debit side, havo not been entered in the
S - e o ST et oy s eps T

il s =
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R. VENCATRAYALOO,
P TM. !

Neourarax, 66h June 1675, (Signed)
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R e 1874-75.
Axwvar Mepicar Reeont or tae Dispensaey, NecaraTax, roz ToE Oprician YEAR ENDING
\ 81sr Mazcm 1875.

 The accompanying table shows the relative pr:pmm of the number of cases treated in the

year, compared with the results of the previous year : — : :
Ix. , Our. »
E el B z L d - 'a ‘-
B3] j REIE IR ; B
B13 5|3 |818/9]3 |3 |35
1873-74.
28 28 25 8!..ll 8] 817| 828| 814| 1| 8
Purpestd = | '6|118| 124 108| 8| 8 654,270 14,335 4,281 ... 54
1874-75.
- 1{..1l 8| G841 672 | 657 1| 4
i o P 1%8 14 | 41| 54 {7,186 {7,240 (7,120 1 |119
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