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No. 1,470,
Proceepines oF THE Boarp or Revesus, dated 5th June 1876.

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 31st March

"% 1876, No. 835, Public Works Department.

ABSTRACT.— Acgquisition of land required for pub{z’g purposes.—Letter from the
Government of India requesting submission of a report on the working of the
rules relative to the —, referred for the opinions of the Board of Revenue and to
certain other officers. - il o AR e §

Tre G;)vernmépt call for an exﬁr@fﬁn@gﬁhe‘ Board’s opinion as to the desira- &3

W&mf tho rules relating to the acquisition of land required.
public purposes, which the experience of their working may sug st, with the
view of securing to the owner a proper and promptly paid ‘;démpenégtion for land
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and of protecting Government from exorbitant charges. It appears that attempts

to require land for State purposes by private negotiation have failed in the Punjab,

and it is suggested that in all cases where there is ‘af'iiy doabt  about title or where «

! land is taken up for any work passing through a number of properties, such as a =

railway or canal, the procedure under the Act should, as a rule, 3be.ndopte({.f%; :
9. The difficulties stated to have been exporienced in acquiring land for

State purposes by private negotiation in the Punjab have not, as far as the Board

are aware, arisen in this Presidency, and they have already in their Proceedings,

'ﬂ dated 19th February 1875, No. 395, on a somewhat similar reference, deprecated g, |
any alteration of tha rulos in the diroction” of & taAss oxtensivna appliewilon S ke oo (‘
1 provisions of Act, X of 1870, They believe that private negotiation is more :

' cohgenial to the foelingsof the people; and that the interests of Government have
t suffered, as recourse is always had to the Act when any doubts as to title or
pther dificulties arise.  No inatance of defoctive title resulting from the omission
Btake up land under the Act has come under the notice of the Board, and’ &
ofisiderable length of line has been recently taken up for the extension of the
South Indian Railway without difficulty. -
% 3. The Qmployment of special officers in the case of large works, suggested
the Punjab Government, has been attended with success in this Presidency, also
s shown by the report on the settlement of claims to compensation in connec:
o with the Madras Water Works and Chembrambaukum Projects embodied in
0., dated 11th August 1873, No. 836, and the Board believe that the settlement
] , laims in connection with the South Indian Railway was facilitated by thek
' intment of Special Officers in Chingleput, South Arcot, and Tanjqri.’ The=
chief advantage secured thereby is speedy settlement of claims and prompt
payment of compensation ; but the Board have not sufficient information as to the
average prices paid for land acquired for the new line in the different districts
* through which it passes, and are not aware whether the rates in districts where
| Special Officers have been employed were more favorable to Government than those
v in which the settlement was made by the district officers.. No representations of any
difficulties encountered in connection with the negotiations have been received

from any of the districts concerned.
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4. The Collectors of Madras, Chingléput, South Arcot, Tanjore, Trichino-

poly, Madura, and Tinnevelly will report on the subject, stating how far difficul-

~ ties were experienced in acquiring land for thé extension of the South Indian
‘Railway by private negotiation, to what extent and by what causes recourse to

- the Act was necessitated, and whether recent experience of the working of the
rules has suggested the -desivability of any modifications. The report should be
accompanied by a statement showing the estent of land taken up under the Act

- and by private negotiation respectively with number of years’ parchase of the
i ant paid under each mode of proced ure for different descriptions of 'land,

wet, dry, building sites, &e.
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b (True Extract,) .
2 E- 2 - : : Acting Secretary. = &
i ‘To the Secretary to Government, Pablic Works Department. 'g“
* ~+» the Collector of Madras, with Government Order.
»» the Collector of Chingloput, with do. S i 3L
s the Collector of South Arcot, with do, . % 4
»» the Collector of Tanjore, with do. P
i : s the Collector of Trichinopoly; with do. B
» the Collector of Madura, with dhoy, s et l
~ » the Collector of Tirinevelly, with do, . 5L
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenus Department. : . :
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