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No. 26, dated Simla, the 11th September 1876..
From—The Government of India,
To—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. : ‘
We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lordship’s despatch

No. 24, dated the 6th July last, forwardin$ for our consideration an application
from Mr. Routledge, the Paper Manufacturer, for a concession of a tract of land
in North Kanara for the purpose of estabiishing a factory of paper stock from
bamboo. '

9. In reply, we have the honour to sfate that the forest rights of Govern-

ment in North Kanara are at present under di?ute and have formed the subject
of an important suit, which though decided in favour of Government by the
District Court, has been appealed against and is to be argued before the High
Conrt of Bombay. The case is likely to be a protracted ong, and we are of
opinion that until it is finally decided, it will b» undesirable to make any grant or
concession of land in North Kanara, lest it should prove embarrassing to Govern-
ment hereafter. The distriet is a favourabie ome for the establishment of a
manufactory for bamboo paper stock, but we -ate_ of opinion that Mr. Routledge
has overestimated the bamboo resources in the lower part of the Kala Nuddi
valley. The great bamboo forests on that river are understood to be above Cadra,
where the river, though capable of floating fimber, is not navigable. A road up
the valley would therefore have to be constr eted. We have however addressed
the Government of Bombay, and enquired whether there are any other localities
near the coast in which the forest rights of Government are not disputed and
which in the. opinion of that Government would be suitable for the purpose, and
will address Your Lordship on the recgl%t of areply.

3. Tn the meantime we have the honom‘iito state that we shall be glad to
afford Mr. Routledge every facility for ganyi-ng out the undertaking he has in

" view. The practical solution of the question of utilizing the different materials
for the manufacture of paper which can be preduced in India, will undoubtedly be .

found in the establishment of manufactories of paper stock and perhaps of paper
in this country. In our opinion the means of carriage to the port of shipment
are of less consequence in this case than the selection of a locality with a good
climate, where cheap and abundant labour is available, and where there is # plen-
tiful supply of bamboos with an insufficient wmarket for their disposal. In para-
graph 25 of a late Report by the Inspector General of Forests regarding forest
administration in the Central Provinces which was forwarded with our despatch
No. 25, dated the 4th instant, Mr. Brandis has snggested the edge of the Sonawani
forest on the Seoni plateau as -4 suitable spot for the establishment of a fuctory.
'We would invite Your Lordship’s attention 1o these remarks, and suggest that
they be communicated to Mr. Routledge. 'We would however at the same time
suggest that the question as to the best locality to, be selected for the establish-
ment of a factory might be decided earlier and in a more satisfactory manner,
if Mr. Routledge would either himself come out to India next cold weather, or
send out a competent and responsible person on his behalf. i

4. Whatever tracts may be selected, we are of opinion that a grant of land
may be made under the usual conditions on which to erect the factory and the
buildings connected with it, and that permission may be given to construct roads
and reservoirs for water stowage, on the understanding however that the Govern-
ment and the inhabitants in the vicinity shall be allowed to enjoy the free use of
all roads and other lines of communication thit may be constructed. The bamboo
forests which are to furnish the material required for the manufacture of paper
stock cannot be alienated, thegécannot be granted or leased to the Company, but
permission will be given to cut the material rejuired in such blocks or compart-
ments of the forest as may f;%llrlt time to time be assigned for that purpose. It
will probably be necessary to establish a regular system of rotation, so as to give
rest to those portions of the Torest from which the young stems have been cut




£ g:}mencement a considerable portio of ‘the revenue which might be realized by

ouﬁ. ~ Pesmission may also be given fo cut wood required for building purposes or 8
for fuel; or arrangements may be made for the Forest Department to deliver the !
wood either cut or standing. Should the Company proposed fo be formed intend

to establish experimental bamboo plantations, then the land required for that
purpose may be leased to them for a term of years. j

5. With regard to the payments to be made for bamboos, wood and other
produce, we are of opinion that thi should be regulated by the guantity actually
cut and rgmoved.. For the first few years, the payment may be fixed at a low
and almost nominal rate. From his letter of 26th February 1875, which was
recsnved with Your Lordship’s despateh of 6th May, we notice that Mr. Routledge
estimates the value of paper stock from bamboo at £24 per ton ab the Jowest.
One ton of paper stock he estimates would be yielded by 8 tons of green bamboos
ti{ s;g by 8 x 150 = 1,200 stems, which if matured would probably be worth

8. 30, The number of stems per fon and their value when mature would of
§32$2i .va:{ according to the locality and description of the bamboo, and in some
i i? t:' va]rue‘ of certgin kinds of 'bamboo may possibly be zi/; but s0
o e cer ‘1: ihat after the mdu r has been firmly established the -royalty to
pro|uce : :li?hs ’ e regulated by th ;‘:.rinmjket value of the bamboos, wood and other

s A :H ‘Qr%letw,rthough a company or individual, being a large. purchaser,
A ‘.Yﬂ‘l able to secure~the available stock on a given atea at more
4 gmall 5 a;nf’i j 'a; those that woﬁjbe charged for the same produce, if supplied
it ities.q Duln'lgs ™ mifl-‘:t the requitements of private individuals or small com-
e ok i g the first few years, however, the royalty should be fixed without
regar revenue to be ; Indeed, it will be well to sacrifice at the

sale of the bamboos in order fo encourage this new industry.
s

i
{

No. 24, dated India Oﬁixpe, Landon, the 6th July 1876.

From—Her Majesty’s Secretary of 'S{atéi‘for India,
To—The Government of India.

T rorwarp herewith, for the early consideration of Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment after communication with the Government of Bombay, copy of a letter
addressed to the Under Secretary of State by Mr. T. Routledge, in which he
applies for a concession of a tract of land in North Kanara for the purpose of deve-
loping the manufacture of paper stock from bamboo. !

Dated Claxheugh, Sunderland, the 31st May 1876.

From—T. Rourzenee, Esq.,
To—The Under Secretary of State for India,

1 map the honour to address you on the 17th‘)F,ebrﬁary, acknowledging receipt of a copy
of the despatch addressed to the Marquis of Salisbury by the Government of India under
duie 14th January 1876, referring to my letter of the 27th September 1875,

Paragraph 4 of the despatch referved to, conﬁrmjng vour letter to me of the 9th October
1875, states that while the Government of India * will afford all assistance they legitimately
can, further measures ” (which I must assume to me&n‘the 'devglnpment of the manufacture of
paper stock from bamboo) * must be left to private .@pxtal and industry.” .

Acting on this assumption, and desiring to bring this important question to.a practical

" issue as speedily as possible, 1 have pursued my investigations and enquiri=s in those" channels
and localities most caleulated to ensure an economically successful result, with the very strong
conviction that with one industrial establishment fairly inaugurated, others would, as a natural
result, speedily follow. '

- Judeise from the consideration already given to my suggestions on this subject both by
the Seerctary of State as well as by the Governmentof India, I am indoced to believe that
the proposition I now beg to submit may be deemed reasonable and meet with Lord Salisbury’s

approval and sapport. 3 L AR o ;
 From areliable report Jately furnished me by an officer well known to Government

N ARt —

2y that the creek forming the head of the Carw: ""‘a;;hﬁx-'bour, North Kanara, into which the
~—Kalanuddy river flows, is navigable for about 12 miles by 60-ton boats : ouT)BLth sides ‘of this
~+ #reck there are bamboo forests, on an average about 2 miles broad, say 45 to 50 square wiles

of bamboo forests, only 12 miles by water from a gsod harbour. TLabour is both abundang
and sheap—in fact, everything appears favourable {or the inauguration and development of a
grand industry. Sl :

~ As the pioneer of this proposed  new industry,” I trust I may not be deemed prema-

_ture in asking for a concession of this district upon the most favourable terms possible, as I
need hardly remark that, however tempting my programme of the profit resulting from the
manufacture of paper stock from bamboo may appeat, the Secretary of State for India and the

- Government will be aware, especially in the present depressed condition of commercisl and
mercantile affairs, coupled with the large outlay of eapital which will be required, that I must

e prepared to offer a tempting prospect to such gentlemen as I may induce to co-operate

with me in such a scheme—to them a new and untried industry..
: “Such a concession should necessarily convey ocecenpation of land for factories and roads.
* Dwellings attached thereto, right of making reserv.nin for water-storage both for use of facto-
~ ries and irrigation if needed, the power of forming planiations if found desirable, should be
assured—in fact, such grants as-may appear just, reasonable, and requisite.
The Forest Department would natubally reserve rights to reak, and if desired to matured
bamboo, within defined limits as to the latter, inasmuch as fuel will be required for the use of

 the factories and wood for building purposés.

. Mr. Gustav Maan, the Deputy Couse rvator of : Pdrests in Assam, in his report, transmitted
me with the despatch hereinbefore referred to, suggested that no royalty should be charged
~ ‘me for the first five years, and L imagine this would te depmed only reasonable, as some time

must necessarily elapse before machinery could be seut out, the necessary buildings erected, -

* and the manufactare fuirly started to make any returns. :

I venture to anticipate the question which necessarily must arise as to the royalty to be
paid to Government by suhm?tﬁng that in thig first ploneer establishment ay reZsonable
royalty would be oue rupee for each ton of paper-stock manufactured and shipped, and half

a rupec on bamboo and vther wood used for fuel aud other purposes.

I do not know that I need now add more, except that I shall be h Sir, to gi
furtl‘ter infurmati_on Lord .Salisbury may d:esire, and trusting that tl:il;pxyx;’y agf)lim%il:: :;g
receive ths attention and merit the support of His Lordship ; eraving an early reply,

.

e ————
. G C B P, Stula—11-448175.
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