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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
25th September 1876.

No. 268. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th
September 1876, No. 2,363 :—

Read the following letter from W. 8. WHITESIDE, Esq., Collector of North
Arcot, to C. A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Chittoor, 14th September 1876, No. 425.

T mave the hohor to report that I have just returned from an e\ttenswe tour of
inspection through the chief portion of the district, which I undertoock in order to
satisfy myself as to the agricultural condition of the country. From my own observa-
tions, and from inquiries made of intelligent Revenue officials and ryots, I am of
opinion that the state of the scason i1s not now by any means as bad as it was a few
months ago. Smart showers have lately fallen throughout the district, especially in
the south, and the rain-fall in Arcot, Vellore, Wandiwash, &c., has been copious. The
northern portion of the distriet, however, has not been as fortunate as the south. In
the Venkatagherikota Division of the Palmanair Taluq and in the Kangundi Zemindari
it i true there has been a very good fall of rain, and the tanks have rececived some
months’ supply of water. The crops under wells are generally good. The eumboo crop
is in excellent condition, though raggy, which is the chief article of food of the lower
classes in the district, is not so well off. Although the prices are high there has been
as yet no want of grain in the markets.

9. Last week I was at Chendragheri and Tripatti, and the crops around those
places were in excellent condition, and the Tahsildar of Chendragheri Taluq gave

“me 1o alarming news ; but to-day I have received a report from him in which he states

that the village officers of the marginally
named villages have reported to him that
the ryots of those villages are now suffer-
ing from a scar01ty of food, and are eating the boiled leaves of Devadori trees and the
boiled roots of aloes, and that a want of drinking water is very much felt in those
places.

3. From a demi-official letter that T have just received from the Tahsildar of
Palmanair, I learn that a scarcity of drinking water is greatly felt in the town of
Palmanair and in the neighbourhood. The water in the wells has fallen very low, and
the standing crops are parched by the heat of the sun. He also reports that in some
villages the people are in a starving condition, and subsist on boiled leaves of jungle
trees and aloe-roots. |

4. During the past few months I had been at Palmanair from time to time, and
was aware that there was, asin many other places, a great scarcity of water, and I cansed
geveral wells to be decpened and a new one construeted to supply the towns-people, and
for some time the Supply was much increased. Now, however, I learn that all the wells
so improved are rapidly drying up, and that the town is threatened with a water-famine
of a very serious kind.

5. I am proceeding to Pa.,manair fo-morrow night, and will personally ascertain
the exact state of things. If I1.d it absolutely necessary Ishall, in anticipation of
the Board’s sanction, commence relief works to a limited extent, directing my attention
to the deepening of the existiug wells, &e.

6. T have requested my Acting Head Assistant Collector, who is about to proceed
to Tripatti, to be present there during the great annual festival at the pagoda on the
1
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1, Adenapalli ; 2, Senkam a.lh 3, Thotiwokula-
palli; and 4, Dasollﬂ.p
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