M.R.0. 1—20,002—12-8-65.

(1) Number of Pages...,...,...,l/.‘l?%.

(2) Date of repair [[5 é Q,..__/n
4

\
\
{

(3) Initials of the Referencer %/’; R

2

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

133 S Pres§

G.0. No.
B.P. No.

Dated  ASh Ssplomber —1-9!68—7 :

Not to be folded or roughly handled




IR e g, ST ey

B e L

A

Sy

- —

No. 1,732,
P'ROCERDINGS 0 THE BOARD o Revexve, dated 7th July 1876.

[~ Eead tie following letter from A. J. STUART, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinnevelly,
& : to C. A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Sccretary to the Board of Revenue,
? el dated Valluir, 31st May 1876, No. 348 :—

.
E g RerrgriNg to Board’s Proceedings, No. 1,232, dated 11th May 1875, in which the
B righ! to the Kattalai Malai is recognized as appertaining to the temple, I have the
T’:;‘_f SRk hono: to report that the Darmakarta, the late Zemindar of Chokampatti, has leased

My o o acres of the mountain forest land to Messrs. Ritchie and Ross for coffee on
- gondition of paytgent of 12 Annas en acre to the pagoda after five years and the
 present payment of Rupees 19,000. These gentlemen ‘have paid Rupees 7,000.
Thirty acres have been rented for coffee to another person.'?. g it
| 2. This land lies just above Papanasam and in that part of the mountain forests
* which Mr. Puckle considered most necessary to preserve for the security of the springs
gud sources of the Tambrapurni river upon which the prosperity of this district
largely depends. i
3. I beg to suggest the propriety of asking the Glovernment to authorize the
taking up of this piece of land under the Land Acquisition Actas required for a
public purpose. It will be cheaper if taken now, and if taken promptly the destruc-
 tion of the forests upon it will be prevented. !
b duithe 13;;011 will probably not be lost upon Zemindars and others who have
mountain property in Tinnevelly, as it will show them that to commence clearing away
~ the forests will, in all probability, involve the loss of the mountain property altogether,
B i ,;inbgdiisidémtioﬁ, it is true, of its value as determined under the Act, but even so it

e gy ~ g o

iy o

. Berore disposing of the Collector’s lotter, the Board desire to have further
information as to the necessity for interfering for the preservation of the forest on
~ the Kattalai Malai in order to protect the springs and sources of the Tambrapurni. Mr.

Happell in his, report embodied in G.0., dated 31st May 1875, No. 849, states that,
£ judgi 1g by the eye, the ayacut measurement which gives the area of the tract as under

-4 _ six square miles is not very wide of the mark, and that the denudation of a hill of this ﬁ?"}
g P size could hqu,gg.qugpciable effect on the water-supply of the Trambrapurni valley. '
% PR The area of .tho; adlaming Go*rernmgnt Forests should be approximately stated ; also
. whether their p;‘es}q;vatiop will not sufficiently provide for the security of the water-
& i £ supply. It is not clear whether the acquisition of the whole hill is contemplated, or
f*, rdak portion on]y which has been leased for planting purposes. Unless the whole
Bl ,_{Wwﬁgm};en up at onee, it will be open to the Zemindar to lease other portions and
~~ the acquisition of the land piecemeal will probably prove to be far more expensive
... intheend. Unless, however, the water-supply is likely to be seriously affocted, it |

s Al

i does not appear adviaalglp to take action in the manner suggested.

8 (A true Copy and Extract.)
5 A e e -~ (Signed) €. A. GALTON,
e g ' : | © Acting Secretary.
L To the Acting Collector of the Tinnevelly. P -

~ Copy to the Conservator of Forests,
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| Proceedings of the Madras Gozwmmmzi, Revenue Department,
| | ) 25th September 1876

. | No. 206,  Read tho following Proceedings of the Board of Reve .
| " nue, dated 2
| . August 1876, No. 2,159, Forests No. 77 :— , dated 231

Read the following letter from A. J, STUART, Esq., Acting Collector \;f Tinne-
velly, to C. A. GALTON, Esq,, Aeting Secretary to the Board of 1 +venue
dated Melagaram, 26th July 1876, No, 462. g

| ~ Wirn refergnce to Board’s I{roceedih?, No. 1,732, dated Tth inst&nt, I have the
| honor. to report that Mr. Happell’s description of the Kattala Malai may be taken to be
‘ correct. My proposal was to take tp the whole hill ; I sgree that nothing less woultt
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( . be of permanent use. | ‘

2. The question of what is tope done ‘i;, I think, ‘. very difficult one, as. on the
one hand, it is by no means provedor certain the+ f-amg the mountain for::slts’ affects
the rain-fall materially, while, on f,‘ie other, if it daoes so, then the interests at stake in
this district can hardly be exaggerited.

3. It can hardly be doubted ‘.‘»hétﬁ, if the present case is allowed to go on, and, as
is most probable, the cultivation of eoffec proves remunerative, the planters ﬁ:om
Travancore will come over the ri ge and enter into similar arrangements with the
Zemindars of Singampatti, Setur, id the owners of portions of the broken up Zemin-
dary of Chokampatti, all of whom tgether are in possession, with or without right, of
more than half of the best forest tnets in our mountains, )

4. In the particular case refirred to, viz,, the sources of the Tambrapurni, more
than half the mountain and forest srea, whence this river derives its supply, is claimed,
and more than one-fourth is in possesﬁ@ifbf the Singampatti Zemin:larv, to the
interests of whom 1t would be to cﬁgnvert large areas of the said forest tracts i‘nto coffee

plantation. = ,
5. Ido not myself beﬁeve}n the theory of the forests affecting the rain-fall,

and I think that, so far as concerni the water-supply of this district, we should not be
very seriously affected by the reflacing of forest by coffee, wherever this will grow
ng],, while the amount of capital fi the form of employment for labor that opcnin; the
mountains for coffee would thro ii.nto the "district would be very great, hundreds of
thousands of pounds annually. | A

6. But Tam aware that tlpbalance of opinion, including nearly all those of
persons having special knowledge m such subjects, is the other way, and I imagine
that the Board and Government wq,lld think it prudent to assume that they are corrects
until time and experience shows d@cided-}y whether or no.

Y FRBL | t.hat i8 80, we must agéﬂne:thm any large extension of coffee in Tinnevelly
would produce very disastrous effeets upon the water-supply, upon which again depends
a revenue amounting to about 10 lakhs, mg tha?;}"-}fambrapumi and Chittar rivers
alone ; and we must prepare to act upon that asamption.

.~ 8. On such an assumption, I do not ﬂmk any course is open other than that
proposed by me in my letter contained in the Bard’s Proceedings under reply, and 1
i _ still think that the moral effect upon‘rﬂle various Zemindars of an evident intention on
the part of Goovernment not to permit the destraction of the forests, even for the sake

of coffee, would be such that, in all prolbabﬂi{y, we should save the whole range of
 forests by the purchase of this one‘,bigl. The Zemindars being afraid that the (Yovern-
ment would, in like manner, s\‘ep’fi‘nf‘and:ﬁake up their mountains, would tum a deaf
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FOREST No. 77.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE Boirp OF REVENUE, dated 23rd August 1876, No. 2,159,

Read the following letter from A. J. STUART, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinnevelly,
to C. A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated.
Melagaram, 2Gth July 1876, No, 462 :— - | &

Witn reference to Board’s Proceedings, No, 1,732, dated 7th instant, T have the
honor to report that Mr., Happell’s description of the Kattala Malaj may be taken to be

correct. My preposal was ta take up the whole hill ; T gree that nothing less svould

be of permanent use. _
2. The question of what is to be done is, I think, a very difficult one, as, on the

-one haud, it is by no means proved or certdin that felling the mountain forests affects
the rainfall materially, while, on the other, if it does 80, then the interests at stake in
this district ean hardly be exaggerated.

3. It ean hardly be doubted that, if the present, case is allowed to £0 on, and, as
is. most probable, the cultiyation of coffee proves remunerative, the planters from
Travancore will come over the ridge and enter into similar arrangements with the
Zemindars of Singampatti, Setur, and the owners of portions of the broken up Zemin-
dary of Chokampatti, all of whom together are in possession, with or without right, of
more than half of the best forest tracts in our mountains,

4. In the particular case referred to, viz., the sources of the Tambrapurni, more
than half the mountain and forest area, whence this river derives itg supply, is claimed,
and more than one-fourth is in possession , of the Singampatti Zemindary, to the
el Foxoliora. Uemrsald ha 5 nousrsuk. largo wicas uf tha sead Sor ok 4eacte wmés T llve

plantation.

and I think that, so far as concerns the water supply of this district; we should not be
very seriously affected by the replacing of forest by coffee, whercver this*will grow

well, ;E;:e_th; amounf‘?)t@apital in the form of employment for Iabor that opening the

izl for ,coffee would throw into the district would be very great, hundreds of
thousands of pounds annually,

6. But Iam aware that the balance of opinion, including nearly all those of
persons having special knowledge on such subjects, is the other way, and I imagine
that the Board and Government would think it prudent to'assume that they are corvect,
until time and experience ghows decidedly whether or np.

7. If that is so, we must assume that any large extension of coffes in Tinnevelly
would produce very disastrous effects upon the water supply, upon which again depends
kmg the Tambrapumni and Chittar rivers

a revenue amounting to about 10 lakhs, ta
alone ; and we must prepaye to.act upon that assumption. : .

8. On such an assumption, I do not think any course is open other than that
proposed by me in my letter contained in the Board’s Proceedings under reply,. and I
still think that the moral effect upon the various Zemindars of an evident intention on
the part of Government not to pg’rmit the destruction of the forests, even for the sake
of coffee, would be such that,in all probability, we should save the whole range of
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