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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
21st September 1876.
-
No. 219, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th
August 1876, No. 2,060 :=-
Read the following letter from Colonel R. M. MACDONALD, Director of Public
Instruction, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort St. George, (through the Board of Reyenue,) dated Madras, 12th July
1876, No. 1,359 :—- ' . el :
I nave the fvnor to submit the following remarks with reference to paragraph
2 of G.0., No, 642, of the 18th May 1876, regarding the acquirement by seiyol-

wasters of a fair knowledge of practical Agrieulture to enable them to make elemen-

tary agricultural instruction a part of the eurriculum in all elementary raral schools.
2. 'The teachers of clementary rural schools in this country as a general rule
know no language excépt the vernacular,and as there are many vernacular languages

in this Presidency, they must be taught in Mofussil schools and not in the Sydape.

Sohool where the mediam of instruction is Fnglish,

3. 'The Madras Normal School is an institution for training graduates, First
Arts men and Matriculates,  These men are not intended to be teachers in elemen-
tary schools, but in Higher-class middle-class and Normal Schools. 1In this respect
the institution differs entirely from the Normal Training Establishment in Dublin.
Nevertheless it seems desirable that the pupils of the Madras Normal School should
go for instruction to the Sydapet School of Agriculture. Some of them may become

masters in schools in which Agriculture will be taught. Others mauy; as Der ufy
L Fimp aultma, h'nn #5  esxapiing «,hﬁuls in-whieh  Agncnlsure Wikl foviuw a part of the

curriculum. ~ Mr. Robertson accordingly proposes that they shall attend the Agricul-
tural Lectures on Mondays and Thursdays, and alsothe weekly Agricultural field
class. - To suit their eonvenience ke recommends that the Agricultural Lecture on
Monday shall be delivered from 4 to 5 . a. instead of in the morning. This will
bring the lecture and the field class together, and the time table can be adjusted by
transposing the lectures on Agriculture and Zoology on Mondays. He states, however
that until permanent buildings are erected, he cannot find accommodation for more
than twelve or fourteen Normal Students, so that all the students, of the Normal
Schoel will not come under instruetion.  Another difficulty arises from the compara-
tively short period during which the Normal Students remain in the Normal School.
The period of training for a graduate is six months, for the others under a year. Itis
therefore to be apprehended that the knowlédge acquired will be slight and superficial,
but at present this is all that seems feasible.

4. Mr. Robertson observes that the railway between Madras and Sydapet will

‘be open soon and that an allowance should be given to the students to moet theis

railway fare. In the event of the line not being opened before the session begins,
an omnibus can be obtained from Messrs, Waller and CUo.’s for Rupees 7 4 day.
Sanction is requested for this charge.

5. The question of establishing Elementary Normal Schools in every distriet is
now under the consideration of Government. An elemer ,tary course of Agrieulture
might form a part of the curriculum of these schools.

6. And in order that the teachers trained in these Elementary Normal Schools
ghovld have dewee motive for teaching this subject in their schools, I have provided
in the Draft ’esus; Rules now under the consideration of Government that grants
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and the field class together, and the time table can

i R No. 2,060.;
PRoCEEDINGS OF THE Boarp or Revexuve. dated 14th August 1876.

Read the Tollowing letter from Coltuel R. M. MACDONALD, Director of Publie
Instruction, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort St. George, (turough the Board of Revenue,) dated Madras, 12th July
1876, No. 1,959 ;= - oy ' »

I mavE the honor to subm@ the following remagks with reference to paragraph

2 of G.0,, No. 642, of the 1 %f"\,fl'ziiff 7876, Tégarding the acquirement by school-

f practical Agriculture to enable them. to make elementary

f the curriculum in all elementary rural schools,

-

masters of a fair knowledge o

agricultural instruction a part -0
9. The teachers of elementary rural schools in this country as a general ‘rule

know no language except the vernacular, and as there are many vernacular languages

in this Presidency, they must be taught in Mofussil schools and not in the Sydapet

medinm of instruetion is English.

3. The Madras Nprmal School is an institution for training graduates, First

Arts men and Matriculaw
tary schools, but m Highe‘}-class, Middle-class and Normal schools. In this respect
from the Normal Training Iistablishment in Dublin,

the institution differs entirely
Nevortheless it seems desirable that the pupils of the Madras Normal School should
Spme of them may become

go for instruetion to the Syklapet School of Agriculture.

masters in:Sehools in which Agriculture will be taught. Others may, as Deputy
Inspectors, have to examiné schoels in which Agriculture == i a part of the
curricalum, Mr. Robertson agcordingly proposes that tﬂ_v shall attend the Agricul-

tuzal Leotares on Mondays and Thursdays, and also the weekly Agricultural ficld class.
Agricultural Lecture on Monday shall

To suit their convenienceie recommends ghat the
be delivered from 4 to 5 . i instead of in the morning. 'This will bring the lecture
be adjusted by transposing the

® . . :
lectures on AMgriculture and Zooloogy on Mondays. He states, however, that until
pETE b sn for more than twelve

Sesprected, he cannot find accommodation £

tndents, so that all the students of the Normal School will not

Another difficulty arises from the comparatively short period

emain in the Normal School. The period of

for -the others under a year. It is therefore

ligiit- ‘and superficial; but
. ’

or fou

comé under instruction.
during which the Normal Students 1
training for a graduate js six months,
to be apprehended that the knowledge acquired will be s

at present this is all that seems feasible.
4. Mr. Robertson observes that the railway between Madras and Sydapet will

be open soon and that an allowance should be given to the students to meet their

In the event of the line not being opened before the session  begins,

railway fare. o s
Messrs, Waller and Co.’s for Rupees 7 a day.

an omnibus can be obtained from
Sanction is requested for this charge.

5. The question of establishing
now under the consideration of, Government. An elementar
of these schools.

might form a part of the curri‘\w lum .
wLoachers trained in these Ixementn

6. And in order that th@’{eac
should have some motive for eaching this subject in their schools, I have provided in
the D.ift Result Rules now ander the consideration of Government that grants shall be
given for pupils passing in this subject. Thave also suggested in paragraph 19 of my
letter, No. 1,339, of the 8thJ une 1875, that M. Robertson shall prepare an Agrioul-

Elementary Nogmal Sohools in every district.1s

ry Normal Schools
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.. These men are not intended to be teachers in elemen-

y course of Agriculture
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