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No. 213.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th
September 1876, No. 2,317 :— '
Read the following letter from J. R. DANIEL, Esq., Acting Collentor o Cudda-
pah, to C. A. GALTONX, Esq., Acting Secretary to the board of Revenue,

dated Proddatur, 9th September 1876.

I mave the honor to forward copy of a letter from the Sub-Collector regardmg
the state of the sub-division.

2. TUnder any circumstances, the present year will be a hard one throughout the
district. The portion of the sub-division which is affected more than the rest is the
north-east portion of the Kadri Talug. I hope that the Board will sanction Rs. 1,000
for the construction of the road proposed by Mr. Gribble in paragraph 7 of his letter.
' 3. I am unwilling to buy grain on behalf of Government as he suggests, and I
trust this will not be necessary.

4. T hope that the Board will place at my disposal the Rupees 10,000 wlnch the
(lovernment have sanctioned if the Board desire it. = I will not undertake any work
without their sanction ; but if the money is at my disposal considerable delay is saved,
and the Board will bave the same control over its expenditure which they have at
present,

Encrosuee No. 1.
From J. D B. GRIBBLE, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector, to J. R. DANIEL, Esq, Actmg
- Collector of Cuddapah, dated Tanakal, 5th September 1876, No. 3 Extra.
I mwthehmtoiorwgduepoxt onthamtoof my division after a tour of personal

 inspection.

2. Ileft Madanapally on the 12th August and went to Voilpaud, from thence to Gurram_

" konds and Kalcudda (38 miles). The country seemed to me to be in a critical state, but for the

present in no immediate danger, Allthe dry crops wereabout 2 to 3 feet above ground, and some
under wells were in a very good state. Rain, however, was urgently required. From Kalcudda
the Tahsildar went back to Voilpaud vie Peelair, and reports that the crops were in the same
state. Detween Peelair and the Seshachellam or Palkonda Hills the crops are reported to be
better, and since then I have heard of a fall of more than one inch of rain, so that, for the
present, I eousider the country botween Peelair and the hills to be out of danger, and will proba-
bly turn out average crops with two or three showers during this month. The. portion of
eountry between Voilpaud, Gurramkonda, Kalecudda, and Peelair, consisting of about 200 square
miles, is, I think, in a eritical state, No rain has been reported within the last fifteen days, and
unless rain falls before the 15th of this month a very large proportion of the erops will, I fear,
be lost ; even if rain does fall, I do not anticipate that the outturn will be morethan 8 or 10 Annas
one.

3. From Kaleudda I went to Royachoti (17 miles), and then on to Guvalchervoo (16
miles), inspectiffly the country on each sido. “The orops here were slightly worse, but still all

~were above gronnd gince then 6n the 27th there was a fall of %;ths of an inch, probably some-

what heavier nearer the Guvalchervoo Hills, and I should say tlmt there is no danger if we have
rain by the 15th instant. This, however, I would fix as the latest date, and if there is no rain
before then, a large proportion will be lost, and there will be eonsiderable distress,

4. On the 29th I went to Luckireddypally and Brahminerragudy (15 miles nerth of

_Royachoti). There had been heavier rain here on the 27th, and the ground was well moistened.

The erops looked well, and I should say there was no cause for anxiety at prepent.
5. Inest went through Sarabu and Kupam to Yerrabommanapally (18 miles), a portic-s
of the Pulivendala Talug which runs into Royachoti. This valley is shilt in by hills which

© peparate it from Royachoti, and is watered by the Papagny. It scemed to Fave had more rain

than any portion I have yet seen : the ground was moist, the crops were
goveral river-channels, and there was some paddy ‘-l@vauon.

ell up, there were
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Proceedings of the Madras bernment, Revenue Department,
21st September 1876. .

6. From this valley I crossed the hills which separate it from the Kadiri Taluq. Here I
@ “nce found a marked difference. Except under a fow wells, the erops were scarcely more than
two in hes abov“e the ground ; some were dead, and most were dying, and can only be partially
sm.'ed by Bmmewiate ;'a.in.‘ A great proportion of the fields had not been sown at all, and some
twice. As I passed through each village, I took the statisties of cultivation, which I have
embodied in the statement annexed to this letter. Some of the villages had had no rain since
July, and in none had there been any since 2nd or 3rd August. This part of the country, extending
to the hills two miles from Kadiri, I consider to be in a highly eritical state: only one-half of the
dry land has been planted, and not more than two or three acres of wet land under wells, Out
?f, .7',,416 acres planted in the villages I ingpected only 452 are in a fair state, as they are
u'ngated from wells, 2,322 are reported to he utterly lost (and from my inspection I should say
that thls. sta.tex.nent is not exaggerated), and the remainder is in such o bad state that, even if rain
fulls duz:mg this week (say within the 10th), we can scarcely expect more than one-fourth crop. The
population affected numbers 10,669, and from the reports of the different villagers, there does not
a?em to be more than a month’s supply of grain in stock for 4,000 persons. Besides these
villages, there are several other large ones lower down the valley, which I was not able to visit,

but which must be in the same state,—Danainchervoo, Wankamaddee, and Pulikunta, &e.

Altogether, the population of this part of the country cannot be less than 14,000,

7. The weather is threatening, and before you receive this lotter it is possible that rais
may have fa%len, which may materially alter: the state of things ; but if it has not, I trust that
I may have immediate sanction of Rupees 1,000 to commence a relief work. I propose to make
@ road between Talakalva (10 miles from Kadiri on the Royachoti road) and Goweanapally. In
the list of relief works, submitted to Government by me as Acting Collector, this work is entered
as o road from Pylikunta to Goweanapally, Tt appears, however, that a line has already been

- marked out betwoen Talakalva and Gowmnapally . For a great portion of the way-side ‘drains

have tfeen dug and the bushes cleared. I rode along the whole track about 12 miles, end did
not think that there were any extraordinary engineering difficulties in the way.

8. In the event of this money being sanctioned, I beg that you will be good enough to

issue an order direct to the Tahsildar to coramence the work at once, and would suggest that the

District Engineer be requested to direct the Overseer to place his services at the Tahsildar’s

disposa.l.. This will save delay, and before leaving the talug I shall leave explicit directions with
the Tahsildar what to do as soon as he receives your order.

A ¢ a;hould like, if possible, to receive at least 600 or 700 Rupees worth of cumboo (the
staple-food in these parts). There is only a little grain in stock here, and the merchants ave very
reluctant to.mll, so that even if the workmen are paid in money I d:mbt whether -they would be
?ble to obtain food except at exorbitant prices. I would then suggest that the workmen be paid
in money, but be al.lowod to purchase the grain from the Government store. This will render
rasd e s dLﬁ?eult. When the wages are paid in grain, T have found on former occasions
(and I have been twice on special famine duty) that there is great wastage and peculation, If
I receive a consignment of grain I shall debit the Tahsildar with the cost, calculating 15 or 16
measures of cumboo to the rupee somewhat. cheaper than the ratoat »whia’h grain can mow be
pumhmd. The workmen would be paid by the ordinary acquittance rolls, which can always be
o;g:g c?m?d, mwd S zourchaae from the store. This would probably also have the
‘esfect of nduung the merchants to come down in their pri
pazel s grain readily at the Government store, ﬂlﬁu prices, when they find that the ryots can

10, From +hat I have seen of the country near Kadiri, and from the information I have
been able to collect, it is not in 50 eritical a. stato as the tract I have here alluded to. There is,
however, no doubt:serious cause for anxiety since these high winds continue, and the costive
alouds refuse to dis>harge any rain. I leave to-morrow for another portion of the taluq, and

| ,,ﬁin_tha:a,daya’ time send you another report regarding this and the other portions I may

. 11. Pastureis getting very scarce, and most of the lower classes who can find
: ; : ‘ : ; any employ-
ment are engaged in collecting grass-rocis 0. the ryots’ cattle, d s

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
21st September 1876.
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Acting Sub-Collector.

J. D. B. GRIBBLE,

(Bigned)
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