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 Sili, Birgudi and Borai, and the other the *¢lower track ” which

Pmcce.izngs of the Madras Gowrnmml Public Work: Departnwnt
"9tk .Uaj 1876, SN
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Tead tho followm" letter fron F.J. JOIINS, O‘T
8ceretary to' the Chief Conmws'oner, Public Work&:Dx

No. 165, . Assinta 4

rtment, Ceatral

Provinces, to Major-General G. VY. W[\'L/F?m ,*RE, S,cr;tary to the -

~ Government of Madms, Publio Vf hrLS

. artmeat, dated Nagpur, 18th
Aprll 1876, No ‘ "

0. A-,UUS S—
. 1

Load from the C'oast boweurds Jc‘:,p‘ore, P;n:qar/x arzd Raipur,

\me refercrice to corrcspondm*c ending with your *No. 434, dated 20th

September 1875, on the Subj(_‘(,t of opening up communication from Raipur to Jeypore,
I am directed to say that the Chief Coramissioner, having in view the desirability of

carrying out this project, caused a preliminary inspection of that portion of the ling

under notice which is situated within the limits of the Central Provinces, to be ‘made
by the Lxccutzve Engincer, Eastern Dwxsnn, and Tam now to forward a copy of

' that officer’s report and sketch map for the mformatxon of the Madras Govercment.

2. The Executive Lnomeer it will baobsorved has divided the road into two

. scetions, ¢4z., No. 1 which is 38 milcs long aud which extends between Raipur and
- Dhamtari ; and No. 2
Raigarh, which follows two routcw one being 56} miles long and the other 61 miles."

from’ Dhamta.n to theborders of the Central Provinces mnear

3. Asregards sectivn No. 1, no czpcnd ture -is at present contemplated, for

“although - certain small obatmctxons exist, the existing cart road is sufficient for all
practical purposes for dry season tra.thc, and cun bb improved hercaftcr as the necesmy
for the same orises. .3 o ' o

[§

4. .In regard to section 2

Lngmccr designates the “upper track ” and which runs viz Kokrel, Dokal, Gatta
passes the vxllaoes
.of Scmli-Modgadihan, Jamgaon, Bhursxdun'*ri Birpani and ‘Borai, the former route is

61 miles long and the latter 561 miles, the - Exccutive Engincer recommends  that the
S upper routs ” be followed, and he submits an _estimate, amountmo to Rupecs 9, 407

for ‘opening up this route for dry scason tmfﬁ}

y the present moam of coramunication is decxdedly vcry :
inferior ; two so-called cart tmcks are now inexistence, riz., one which the Exccutive

" 5. " If the projoct can be carried out for tho sum uader notice, I am to say that |

tho Chief Commissioner dees not anticipate any difficulty in providing the necessary

- funds; but before proceediag further in the matter, I am to inquire what progress has -
s been mnde to date with tho Madras portxon of the road towards Jeypore and Raigarh,

'aml when it i3 likely to be open for traffic. On receipt of this mformatxon, the Chief =

Commissioner will cndeavour to have the Central ‘Provinces secnon of road opened '

j out by the txme the lenf'th from chporo to R.‘xfurh i3 n,ady

R '
A

Report on Ma Road fram Rmpur to D/mmlan
Tm; toial lcn"th of this road from tho Cantonment bounds.ry is"38 mdes. .

- 8oil ~Of those only eight'are moorum sandy lam or laterite, tho ramaiining thirty are -

.Etlnok cotton very deep, anl at least ten milas of thess thirty aro ualer water from 6 to 16
‘inchea doep for from fur to fivo mraths diring tho rains, owing to roa.l being on the same’
.le\el or 4 little lower than the nce-ﬁelds whxch are on both sxdos.
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Wwoull Lo very s vnumy in the ruins up Lo Noxemhr. S .
I‘mu\‘ {12\ Sili to Birfru mg road is cv(ry\ whars passibla, “}xe*e thare § i3 juogle the tmml
: ‘~ar e thisker fo"et.xm' bat still there is very little
-Foorth mwo from G'\lt-a sili to Bl gﬂul in b ch vnlaable txmb)r, ,&)i OPUI ‘*PJ(( Y are . raore
wry, disinos 93 toi es. v
freqaent then' in ‘the secsnd snd third stages.

There are four nulla.hs in t‘m'v,.st'x , the reaTas i Dirgudi will bo taa Ionm«!. wed, and it is tko culy

’

ono that has & bad bottom. i The detour fﬁ.ALI‘ Ly :tha vl i3 e wsary § for bn entmnahon of

the grouad to the right with a view to cuthn" off this bead, it provel to b very 8w aupy and »
long and heavy embankment would Lo new“'uxry, besdes tte nullah hnr») ‘would have {o lo

~ hridged, as it is very maddy snd holds water {o the end of the kot \\enlaer. - 'The m‘ul eTO3ME,

the bruniary of Bastar naar ths ninth mile fmm Gata Sili, and the tawa of I»u’gmlx bolmfvs to
Basdar, the Sthawa road turns off just befora rmdnno Birguli, frond which fihuwa i3 adout four
.miles. Several of the villnges marked on the may: havo. lwen nhwrtﬂl Gotigon remaing,
Kongra and Pukl.z} T3 have disappearc}, but a villagain these pm; raeand c»uly 2 fuw huts male
of sticks without mul’ \mHs and very mperfec £ly thatched., Birgudi is the bu t-to-do village ou

* the line; gram and otier & xpphe; prou.rabb There was s difficulty sbout gides here wal a

- peon had to b2 sent d )‘w\x Z.lergacn to bring up a guLJ " the hwad waan of er-mdl stoa. Lily
refusing to give any gnide e, guiles had been” procured frtm Bn!er"zon, ho  then '*me one

" who knaw the country well, thour’h for four hours he hed decla: “nd not & m w2 i’ the vill 1ge Lnew

the road to Boral.  From Birgudi, hills ars visible on Loth sides aad also in front; the roud Imm
is very undefnod apparently, it is cultivated in the rains, and the ln.u' picks out a path in the
dry weather. * Up to this point thers passed on average twolre carts; and thirty . foot-pas:engers
a day, and sisty head of pack cattle every other day, From this point carts cease, only wn pack

" eattle paﬂs-)d in three da)‘s and about fifteen ioot-passen wers, At ]xoonhp ira, throa-fourths of a-

- .+ milefrom Dug udi, the Sh‘zana liiscrossed ; thiy
Teh ‘éz‘f:if’g?hf gj:g“,,ffy?:,’:{“?;:‘“““ ’39 ¢ m,"l"’ is also the buundary of Bustar ; from thisthe Yiae
Totat distauce from Lbamturi to boundsry, 61 "5, ™~ jgin Khalas, the road raas by l'hamkm to Delers
gaon, this Jatter is a very large stnoolmv village, threo nulla.h4 are pwd arid the gnun 1 will Le
swampy until late in November,  Aftur the road is fairly openal an Q'nbcnk'xwrt wili be’ neﬁdml

- bLers and causeways; s but the whole of these 3 miles requiras lmmv wat, ‘probably a: bett'ui .

crogsing could be fomd for these nullaks. The ‘country chaages from ]x(-le"aan, tho hill
draw close to the road, the jungle is thick, and tho trees of batter sizg. . The track mntmuos f«u}'
after passing Belergaon, but 74 ailes from Birgudi the road ruzs reund 'a very stocp, it

“marked A on the trace this is rocky with a nallah ou the right’ &nd ‘YLU liave to ba worked 4ot
- The wholo road from Birgudi should bo ra- hnel and straightonod, the’j juagle eleared, 'and nuliohs

sloped ; the genoral dirsetion eanust bo altere«l on’ acconst of tlo gm{mi I’he road frora this
point is only a foot-path, though four carts came down with the carip with (:rﬂv one bn-akage ;
12} miles from Birzudi the Ckita river is crossed for the first time,' ])unnw tba dayan attempt

~was made to sce if the road could be turned round this river uni be Orowht dovm the .dt bank

in tho line shown by red dois BDB, but the ‘grouad is vory uﬁx« ul
waking evea a 12 fust truk through it wou'd . be ‘gredt; ta uscqrt&m t}e [ewnbuxty proparly a
tnl':xl1 trafce shiul}\]l be cut,) but the natural (hf':icl.ltxes (tack and mﬂmx) nnpcar "3 b too great fur
a line of road, the traffic on which can never bo anv*hm b ‘
2 bat: ‘very small ¢ men tha Chit,
river, the road gets o h‘Le belter, and the ? hor vont
path is more d\ﬁwi 3 for rmerel; fuir-w
the fact of erossing tho m‘er twico is of little ¢ Y : PR 0““‘0’ m“-l
' ons0 {20000, &8 the mos«m'v
; ! ean B3 ieade vory oas
owards tha top of the escont the unuhwood commanoes dnil l;eqonw t!ucvr as )0‘1 ;Z)ce“:ly
this portion of ‘tha bl ure hr
: 1 rg", bevernl fing
il i & :lx)e]un 3lo bacorans waro open; after reachiag Bm at "oouss, ﬁ’lls acd low
S ii t;.es ha::t btwo mﬂ:: of )h ungla have beeu (.Ieam 1 ou the hrw of road bofre reachmg
, ven cut too high up end th :
still it renders t.xa tmak enmer. I‘ rom ]ijora.x1 Baneca; 'iim:” m’"(‘-'l ” 10"3“7)1 Shﬂfp, b
| coml, u uvo wmx )f s'ul bctm_m thxs aud

t, h..,d L cxponco of

Ral trees wero sxm,
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llutnmh is the bounlary dmdmo fhe C. 1 un-l Jey W ; this hue runa throu\ﬁoLm« phoul.
. Le emlacked from 1§ to 3 fect high, the nulliy is a
;of timber lying and retting within 3 miles, T woull

ery troublesomo one, aud {3 t].uo 13 }Ie“ty
suggest a good ¢ Swetantial - dleprat-trether’

. wooden bridge, the ouly cost would be tho carria]s and libor, mm would Lo t(/m taken to

c clear all groes from its vicinity carly in \ovemﬁer 10 present its being burnt, urid a brid 30 could

“Ye put up that wouldlast for twenty years. Fi ah f!v Wiundary, l\\nngIh is about 15 railes, from

‘theuew to Noarangpur is 63 milos, the roud is nst yet in hand of this saction ; from \oaxag"pur :
.to Korapnt thero is a dry-weal Ler cart rvtul dissanes 56 miles, P-)txr iy ghaut is 23 mﬂw from - . '
this, and Baler 24 ruiles lm’ond Putingly ; this woull ix Pcting hy; wh aich is not markeld iz any o
jef my maps, ot abcut 199 3¢/ north gnd 337 19 30" east. * Salur is wen krow, it 1306 miles

. from Cnhxf'n.yrxt‘.m 52 miles from Lxmlmaf".r;,- and 56 from V.za'rm.;fam enl the now ST}HL..

commences 4 miles frora.it and is 20 z:ibs fa lcogth, the distances given are by tho road it

“straight acress vouniry., The ghaut is oot exyected to bo Saished till 1578, by which time the
~reet of the roal may pmbably be row e\\hat advanced In Iomnrmat the G O.T. eurvey it

I"rst ﬂnce on relnra from Borai by Haima!
to Birpani ... ¢ e e . w103
" Frem ﬁorlur to Pwu - e -

.appoured likely that a liae from Dared leavizg Yxtma to t‘m left up ta Gopwan would prolably -
- be easicr than the Chxm river route, although’ Of this i
swampy nature of the ground pear, Kaunkera ‘n:l »Lm wr, it wul ahl‘
- xoad by Bored § ;ommr' into tLe Cluta river rcai cu tle ~n

m should by dars il ong o'\'mﬂ' to the

o ]usz AS
: . S 3 slegn had o b"ﬂ‘« 7 plae where wat(i"' was to
Miteh te fourd, asiie M m?\q,} \ﬂlams on the lino-

]unctmn of the rumls from Hutma aLl Kesmi

Total . 13
otat 134 ” to Gerawan ; it takes its name from a large Bur

.- The ﬁ'-ﬂ 7 x::.les aro casy; the proper lins would b2 somn“h-*re Letween the two red

s dotted Lines, but- the jungle is ton thick to -ula mthrm.f cuting a trial trace. Tho nest 4
" ‘milos after cros sing the Dhawtari border prnac a1 many dxiﬁculnes in the v\ay of rock cutting
and clearing as tho Ckita river route, thengh ofly oa3 nnllah of any eizo i3 cvmsed up to tLis

vpoint. Tlera is a thick baniboa jungls for theg Lust 4 miles with rocky hillocks ‘on loth ndeS' |

.of tha path, and the lineis exactly that s‘m"n in the map v.xth the drauxwe =omeu..1‘=> from

‘right to 1ot ard sumetiraes from left to right. ) - . S
Thc nulhh is (row’d umurdxatul) after leaving erpam, “and long slcpes with some

€} wiles..

.o'\en juogle commences, iand the country
_ changes from good to - LIJ.ck c«)tton, aul frony this point up to Blursidongri will be wet and

, swampy until Jammry, any line can “be taked Liere, the carts drive all over the country; from»:
Bhumdongn, hills are visible on all eiles {rou 1 to 5 miles distauce. . From Dlarsidongri up
to Dekloand there is no definsd: road, but - ca'ts drive over the oount.ry in any direction they

P R 1 rock cuiting \ullberoquu*ed. Bmmb«y)-]un"le

Gecond tags from Bu‘p.uu tq Blursidougri, dis‘ance, eontinues as beforo up, to the ° place where

\
i o zl tm road for Am"a.on turns off, here it ceases,
)‘Wmes more and more clear, and tho soil

-wish, making o detou to avoid any (h(’mx]ty Ihe ground is uswally bluk and will bo swampy

miles.

" broad, thre is na ]unvlu only poliard truws
¢ this poingikere is o well defined route, tho rouud trees continue and soil cl.an"cs to hard sandy

loam, the

"~ _this the

with her

: juugne, t‘xe soil -is Dlack colton with a fewj

,\.

At Dakloand a road joins from ‘Dhamka and from

aze after this about two miles of uxu aut junglo open and with 1o largs tme: In;unw

RO

o

I‘omh m,;a txovqun ;onmuodgm .hna,dmnncﬂ mm* ,m“l uml well deﬁned country open, tv-(-eg all - ;

lopnod m befc-xn a river about 100 foeet bmal 1§ cruosed, pear which is & narrow belt c¢f uncut { °
nrds of hard kunkur now and then, ‘he smiall drnin- |

ols would lo trouble seme 1i there wern .my tm[‘“u, all she l.\rf‘rr nullahi Ihl‘e 3‘33‘1 fi

\x'

R ..,._,\(A_ PR ] FRPIN . e
'

Lo edvisable to run the o
o the ~village. The first

S

Ao spot sclected waa Dirpani- 3 -u‘ b the .

e - Te@-

. Bb . o 1 tauco 9 till late, it is.quite dry now.. The MMahanadi-
st m dis &MO
Third stage from Bhanidocgi to Is guon’ oo i erosseld near Dookot and is about "50 fect

€es. hove again all been lop ped, asd on to Jamgam the countrv continues the rame - -

; 4
and tlwm short (htmcns of swamp, ¢ ¢ whot woull be swarmp i the mina  aud cold -
NP mnthcr From Jamgaon. the track continues -
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