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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th August 1876.

-

No. 290. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th

August 1876, No. 2,090 :—

Read the following letter from E. BARCLAY, Esq., Government Solicitor,
Madras, to C. A, GALTON, Esqs, Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated 24th July 1876, No. 355,

I mave the honor to acknowledge receipt of copy Proceedings of the Board of
Revenue, dated 12th July 1876, No. 1,781, regarding the claim of the Municipality
for assessmont for 1873 on two compounds in Egmore purchased by Government for
public purposes in November and December 1873.

2. By Sections 68 and 69 of the Municipal Act IX of 1867, the Municipal
Commissioners are authorized to levy a rate upon all houses, buildings, and lands in
the Town, and Ssction 69 provides that any rate levied under that section shall be
due and payable by the owners of the said housss, buildings, and lands respectively
from and after the end of the first quarter of the year. Section 72 of the Act refers
to the houses, buildings, and lands as being ligble to the rate or rates imposed by, the
Act,

3. Iam of opinion therefore that as the assessment is levied on the land, &e.,
and as it is the land which is liable for the rate, the rate runs with thedand, and that
as it is the owner of the land by whom the rate is due and payable, Government is
liable to the Municipality for all arrears of assessment due on the land. Government
will, I think, be entitled to recover from the vendors the amount of arrears of assess-
mené which Government may pay. ;

4. With reference to the remark of the Acting Collector of Madras that he secy
no reason why Government should suffer for the neglect of the Municipal aufhorities,
I would point out that, though Section 69 of the Act makes the rate due and payable
at the end of the first quarter of the year, there is nothing in the Act which renders
it imperative on the Municipality to take steps to recover the rate immediately it ig
payable,

5. In coming to the conclusion at which I have arrived, I have not overlooked
the provisions of Section 89 of the Act as to the levying of any rate, rent, or tax by
distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the defaunlter. Those provisions are, I
think, merely for a mode of obtaining the amount due and do not affect the liability

. of the land to the rate. It is upon the land that the rate is levied.

CoayuxicaTed to the Collector of Madras who will satisfy the demand accord-

‘ingly. Care should have been taken that the land was free from liability before the

purchase was completed.
(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Sigued) C. A, GALTON,
Acting Secretary,
No. 201. OgrpEr THEREON, 28th August 1876, No. 1,176.
l Miscellaneous. ‘ Recorprp,

(True Extract.)
(Signed) D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secretary to @
To the Board of Revenue, €4 overnment.

Ezd. W. J. Lewis.
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