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N A ' . ' o——— Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
e Prowedmga of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, e ' 2y 28th August 1876.
28th August 1876. < ' g7 - ,
i B e o i AR g - '
| Ly T : T SN S i = B (3) T am not sure to what period Colonel Beddome is alluding when he says “ coffee had
S “1? 2 bridle-path and scarcoly practicable for loaded bullocks and always swarming. ‘ to be sent down on coolies’ heads.” I know of my own personal knowledge that in 1867 the
] 5 ‘with leeches, was ahout this time, on the opening out of the Carcoor (Ghaut, given up by - ? rghaut was in good riding order as far as Wal.agh’aut where the coffee estates are, and in tolerable
- Qovernment, and the estates gradually went to ruin ; what coffee was collected had to - i srder Tron, st plase ax fax a Sispoen, - Bomeifbon. and-sputo the present time loaded bullocks
~ be sent down on-coolies’ head VWhi o PR ' » i epent e, have brought down the estate produce and takeg back loads of grain, &e. S
on the = Ay 5 i g iy St pays o - le 600 . 3. Colonel Beddome considers that the present condition of the old Walaghaut Wstatos is
S upkeep of the estates which soon became overgrown with scrub; the who 4 : Fetegoe LT e # haut B
T e acres were bOIlght by a Mrs. Elliot for & Yor all - no attempt was madetowork T o }0 ! wan VP'_I_’!.'Opflf;oommgmeu ons.” I am Y N0 means 1spoaed to agree m&m“?ﬂ'%. T
‘.' s bt ok very sim. sum: no I and the £ point. The planters in " Wynaad had for years to send down their produce on pack bullocks, and
i ) bt ®0 What crop there was ripened it was picked and sent down hs i even to the present day a considerable proportion of Wynaad Coffoe is brought down in this way.
? s were left to mature till the next crop season. Mrs. Elliot died a f"w_mon 2 B The estates can be easily reached from Wundoor in one day, and I fail to perceive how the state o
| o “80’ m_lg the whole of these 600 acres were put up to auction lately at Calicut “nd_'- : : of the roads made it difficult to procure labor. % = .\
4 !Bﬁhmd, I believe, 3,000 Rupees. Most of the coffee has gone out and it is all oyer- ¢ 4. Tam of opinion that want of funds, nismanagement, and perliaps nnsuitability of climate B
| . &own with g rank thorny jungle which can probably never be reclaimed ; thereris 01y | E from excossive rinfall havo had ggore to do with the present condition of the old clearings than
ﬁ"’“f 2 tons of coffee on the whole area this season, and the purchaser is not likely to ) E the state of the communieations. T L 2
24 Mke Lis money out of it. The whole of the tract was the most superb heavy forest i 5. The estate lately opened® may succeed hetter than the old clearings, and if that happens
i . $hd plendid coffce land, and it is o thousand pities to see iwhat it is turned into 0B =5 ® One handrad scres were anly grantads not 800 soresan £ "I tho0 BOGOMO neoossary to consider whother

Iy .,&- om the want of proper communications, Before Mrs. Elliot’s death she obtained 8 B Colone! Beddome supposes. :;he wnmat:; of {:t another ghaut road with
R T % T ¢ TN 5 ungalows coolies’ haltis 1g-sheds, &e.; be
undertaken, but af present T feel quite convinced that that scheme is premature, EjeRReTEIYY
6. Good roads have hitherto followed upon the opening out, of coffes distriots, not Mﬁd A
them. Colonel Beddome wishes to reverse this which is the natural m’ and I teel dww *' SE G m i

that the alfernative poliey which he advocates in paragraph 8 is - The estates have

% &’1&“ "°F grant from Government of some 300 acres of the same heavy forests, g,li.ttleﬁ‘:
- h‘:@nth of the 600 acres now turned into a thorny wilderness; this was, I behove,d :
pe,gm at least for a number of years. Bhe sold this tract to a Mr. Ferguson

- “eTguson, Hinde and Company, Calicut, and they have commenced to open out an
- on i, but there is no atterupt , )

LTy e 0 improve communications and labor is 0DSEd FECS ( present a road passable both ways for pack bullocks and kept, in r
, T RIS o il certuly: b thé same as thoother. L SEEEES s s o0 < o i : it O
b ‘?\ m‘“ﬂ’;@h;nq;fhmbgw - tnﬁ S i h ~ 'f ﬁ‘ ' Mdomhmneﬁmh)mmmdwmu be smmhhsn wlicy, and I would, therefore,
. - wales of land unti] there . A Tpraper:xonds; oF gl bo; Mop At IS N im e beg strongly to depreeate the issue of any orders which would fetfer my discretion in making
¢ o 7 T . - further assignments of land in that neighbourhood on the usual con B
t | , 7. The “freo grant for a numberof years” to which Colonel Beddome alludes in para-  *  +
F No. 872, T ‘ graph 7 was made by my predecessor, Mr. MacGregor, in 1874 withﬁnl;:nﬁonuf Government R
ORWARDED to G Board of (.0., Revenue Department, No. 1,157, dated 24th Oabuhar 1873). Mrs. Elliott obtained the S
‘v} Bevmggwmh y ent through the Colloctor of Malabar and the S land subject to the ordinary rules in such cases, and the only exception in her case was that the S
~ Om : : 3 TR lands were not put up to auction. ~ - S TR ;
5 168 T 1875 (Signed)  R. H. BEDDOME, Liout Colovs Gant | el  (@gmd  W. LOGAN,
S 8th July 1876. : R , Collector.
l i Gl -

Excrosvre No. 1.
ER AN S of Forest’s letter, No. 871, dated 16th June 1876. -
ﬂninhal:iu personally very well aoquainted with the tract of forest in question. It ¥ d e
ted, except ot Wallaghaut where the coffeo estates are, and it belongs eatirely

Tie foregoing lotter with the Collctor’s mote thereon will bo submitted for the
orders of Government. ' i ; - :
2. The Board entirely concur in ¢

“m &
AN
AR

sed by Mr. lpgan. Colomel

o A n e has been misinformed on sbveral points regarding it— by coffce planters is decidedly premature ; on the other hand, his recommendation ok i

A i {L) The valley in qusstion known to rt’;:e gmopaann Ofl;iocl; :gthofstﬁme as “ tho Silent ﬂza grant l;f lands if applied for should bt;rdusad cannot bo supported. The Cm“’th?i e

iy - Valley” is quite distinet from the Atéapaddi Valloy which forms the sources of the Bhowasy 7V must be allowed to exercise his discretion on that point. | S

! @) The Sispara Ghaut has not been given ul;by Govorument "ines the opening ! th‘: s ek
.;-_f'mn @Glm_t in 1869. It has since 1870-71 had a small annusl allotment sufficient zdkgd .

bridie-path, ro Acting Secretary.
e and the grant for the ourrent year will be found as liems 32 e ' tary
Appondix to Part IT in the Caliout, Circls Budget, |
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FOREST No. 69.
Pilgxxnmas oF THE Boirp or Revenve, dated 4th August 1876, No. 1,977.
] Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel R. H. BEDDOME, Conservator of
% Forests, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, dated Ootacamund, 16th June 1876, No. 871 :—
S, . - T mave the honor to inform you that I have latély visited the forests on the wostern
slopes of the Nilgiris and wish to draw the attention of Government to the fact that
ot RES o PR there is a very large tract of superb coffee land availuble which T think it desirable
1;5‘-5 Ewe . Tt . 3 @ ‘thﬂf‘e’ﬁvmment should open out for planters. g ek A :
=i 2 1 ~ E: = 2. The tract T allude to commences about Walaghaut (4,000 feet) half way down e B
B E B3 | e = = g the old Sispara Ghaut and runs due south through dense heavy moist forest for six or 0
gé A 53 3 p £ . = !?Ven miles till a beautiful valley (called Attapaddi by the matives and the Silent AT
& =ZET | N H Valley by Europeans) is entered, which extends right away nearly to Manaur; the
:% S®efs b B s ¢levation of this valley is nearly 3,000 feet, and contains a large amount of fine shola
fg“i’*}'f ‘3:% ' =389 " ;‘; - forest and Deautiful tracts of grass land, and it is in every way adapted for cofeeor
252 ?«; 2 S 2 < by ¢inchona.  On the west of this valley rises a high peak, marked on the trigonometrical X
ifg.vge “’3 g«: S 3 5 o map as Kanjacombu. : AP t AL !
: C,E; Ee gé"i v § -~ & s b 3. The water-shed is to the western coast, so that the upkeep of the fox:ests on i
B gg,;;:; # = e 1 score of the water-supply is of very little consequence as compared with our
Sas BE = S5 Er northern and eastern slopes, where all the water runs down into the Bhowany and o
S EE RS I B a Cauvery, and, as T have already given my views that we must protect most of the forest ol o
0% "‘g?g’ f - 5 ﬂ_m remains on these latter slopes, I think it all the more important that these valuable BT AERE
S e Gl T . tnots now alluded to ghould be thoroughly opened out by Government ; buteven i
R T T— ~ ' e — S——— e VRS
4. The tractin question T believe all belong to Govemment, and they bavi ¢
"h'e‘dY disposed of some 900 acres in the vicinity of Walaghaut. _ W ' !
8. To open out this country, a good cart road should be made up to the northern : {
Portion of the Silent Valley, 7.e., some six or eight miles to the south of the present old' |
and disused bridle road called the Sispara Ghaut, and the foot of this should be connected
with the main road at Wundoor by.a good cart road ; bungalows should be erected at
0 the foot and top of the ghaut. and several rest-houses for coolies.

6. If this were carried out the whale of this valuable tract would soon be opened”
out and brought under cultivation, and great profit would accrue to Government, but
until & good road is made up the ghauts 1 would advise that no more forest should he
Biven up in this direction, as it is sure to be eventually abandoned tnder the existing
condition of the communications. g R S
7. About twenty or twenty-five years ago, a cofiec estate of some 300 acres was i
opened out for Professor Owen in the vicinity of Walaghant, the extreme northern
Bimit of tha fract under aensidaration ; this T understand was obtained from Govern~ oo
_ ™ent ag a free grant for thirty years, but subject to assessment after that period; it was ey
opened out by a Mr. Stainbank and subsequently by a Mr. Perry, and two other estates
Sprung up in the neighbourhood, 600 acres of heavy forest in all being cleared; it
Pfobably did not pay, but considering the state of the communications and the consequent
- dlﬂieulty of procuring labor, &e., this might have been foreseen, and Professor Owen, 1
elieve, sold the estate to the Land Mortgage Company ; the Sispara Ghaut, at its best
f a bridle-path and scarcely practicable for loaded bullocks and always swarming
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with leeches, was about this time, on the opéning out of the Carcoor Ghaut, given up by
Gﬂvment, and the estatog gradually went to ruin » What coffee was collected had to
be sent down on coolies’ heads, which, of course, could not pay, and no money was bt
on the upkeep of the estates which soon became overgrown with scrub ; the whole 600

acres were bought by a Mrs. Elliot for a very small sum: no attempt was made to work

them, but when what ¢rop there was ripened it was picked and sent down and the

estates were left o mature till the next crop season. Mrs. Elliot died a few; month;
880, and the whole of these 600 acres Were put up to auction lately a.t (}ahclw ali.
realized, | believe, 3,000 Rupees. Mogt of the coffee has gone out and. it is all ove

S - grown with rank thorny jungle whicl can probably never be reclaimed ; there-ts only -

|

about 2 tong of coffee on the whole area thig season, and the purchaser is not likely to
make hjg money out of it. The whole of the tract was the most superb hea.vy st
and splendid coffes land, and it jg thousand pities to see what it is turned lnt? only
: the want of PToper communicationg, © Before Mrs. Elliot’s death she obtained a

i vy ‘rther grant fron, Government of some 300 acres of the same heavy forests, a little to

the south of the (g acres now turned into g thorny wilderness; this was, T believe, ’;
grapt at least for 4 number of years.  She sold this traet to a Mr. Fergqson :e
 Yerguson, Hinde and Company, Calicut, and they have commenced to open out an eﬂt:l ‘
o it, but there js o attempt to improve communications and labor is consequen ;
most difficult to pr ocure, and, unless Government comes forward and makes roads as
Propose, the fate of this tract will certainly be the same as the other.

8. My object in addr essing Government on_the subject is either to get them to

communications, _
R . I e Q89 - o 8 15 of ‘
" ‘Fomr;n,m,u GO‘YGmmgnL through the Collector of Malabar and the Board
¥evenue for remarks
o Doracayuxy, (Signed) g g BEDDOME, Lieut.-Colonel,
 16th June 1876, :

Conservator of Forests.

Excrosupg No. 1.
Note to the Conserpator of Forest's letter, No. B71, dated 16¢h June 1876.

tract of forest in question. It ‘islqm:
estatos are, and it belongs entirely

distinet from the Attapaddi Valley which forms the sources of the Bhoﬂnio:‘;z
- TuNDing astward and whioh o *eperated from the Silant Valley ” by a ridge of lofty
- elad hills. e .

. {2.) The Bispara Ghaut has not been ¢ given by Government” since the ?penmg:iﬂ"i
Carcoor Ghayt n 1869. It has since 1870-71 haa u SIall anmusy wevueny ‘mm; wd 3; of
open ag a bridle-path, anq the grant for the ewrrent year will be found as Items 32 an

Appendix to Part I, iy the Caliout Cirele Budget. « goffee had

(3.) Tam not sure to what period Colonel Beddome 18 alluding when he says 1867 the
o be sent down on ooolies’ heads.” T know of ™My own personal knowledge that C tolerable
ghaut was in good riding order as for a8 Walaghaut where the coffee estates are, and in i
order from that place as far g5 Sispara.  Since then and up the present time loaded )
kavs brought down the estato produce and taken back loads of griin, &e,

i sent condition of the old Walaghaut Estates ig

d“.‘ ' *“ want of Proper communications ” am by no means disposed to agree with him on this

; Point. The planters in Wynaad had for YPars Lo send down their produce on pack bullocks, angd
e ‘

. Opinion .milmmaggment,lndparltm unsuitability of climate
tale X088Ive rainfall have hag more to do with the present condition of the old clearings than
the state of the COmmunications,
s
" itwill then he cocesary to consider whether
.o'w““"ll'::-wrww.mawumu hadiomdirnged Yea g

+ bungalows ang coolies’ halting-sheds, &e., be
“fd":ﬂkeﬂ. but at present T foe] quite oonvip e.
- GOOthvehithmofollmd 18 the ing out of istriots not
‘ o Colone] 7 £ upo Opouning out of coffee districts preceded \
the g} i

this i . reverse thiswhiohisthe ural order, tndlfeoldaooonnnud
Ve policy whig @ advocates in 8 is - The estates have s "
: Pmentam.dp,mb both {TIORg 2
’“'hmthenuoum::m wa Pﬂokbﬂuookgand mmbytbomndenhthmm'u

. “tm,“mum: ! expemnoeoIWMllmnM
é" So“;gto'mdmpmdmm bullocks does nef : ol
Beddomotomemm |
roads) arg '
I"G'bongly to d ; mmh.%mh"“dlwh
“precats {h, i
5 m i _etof -nymdc:-mohnudwfr crety “m,
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