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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
25th August 1876.

No. 269. Read the following Pxoeeedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th
August 1876, No.”1,979 :—

Read the following letters - —

From A. WEDDERBURN, Esq, Collector of Coimbatore, to . A. GALTON, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Coimbatore, 18th July
1876, No. 146. '
Wi reference to Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th May 1876,
1oy ol Iniber Trons by Bk Dolladtar: No. 1,415, regarding the alleged illicit
No. 137, of 8th July 1876. gale of toddy interfering with the sale of
1 }’;“’It‘(i‘ ’Oixé‘vt;gr ")‘;"’1’3 tg‘g ujli;ali f“‘“m’ft Col- arrack as reported by the Collector of
North Areot in his distriet, on which I
* The report of the Deputy Collector, Northern am ealled on to report as regards this
Division, has not as yet been received. 1t will distriet, T have the honor to annex copies
DA oY v pe eival of letters* from two of my Division
Officers on the subject, from which it appears that such illicit sales, when brought to
notice, are duly punished, and have not been numerous.
2. I have no record of such cases beoing brought before me in my own
division, but I had one of illicit distillation of arrack, which T severcly punished.

3. There is no doubt that there has been a very much larger consumption of
licit toddy since its sale was separated from that of arrack ; but this is natural, and
was the obvious intention of Government when they dissociated the sales; as an .

example, I give the Oodoomulpettah Talug, where one-eighth million of people had
only one toddy shop ; now they have twelve, which is ene shop for 10,000 people.

4. A far more likely cause for the less sale of sudder distillery arrack is the
preference of the people for their old small still arrack, which was strong, undiluted,
cheap, and to the taste of the people; so far from the small sale of the new system
surprising me, I am only surprised that it should have been so large as it is.

5. H an attempt had been made in a Enmpom count . to change in one month
the practice of centuries in thousands of viﬂaw without a large preventive service,
the attempt wonld have been thought an inconsi

6. I proposed the gradual decrease of mll stills—not that they produce ather
than the best of spirits, and at all events spirits which are preferred to the produce of
copper stills,—in order that, as desired by Government, the new system might come
into eventual operation ; the experience of three years would have paved the way to
the new system ; but instead of this by a stroke of the pen more than 1,000 stills were
- thrown out of work, and what was the day Mora legal became the next day illegal ;
the tastes of tlie people were to be altered m ofie day. This is.a difficult matter with
nearly two millions of people, but becanse mwu tenders were made the old system
recommended by me and agreed to by the Em& was suddenly changed.

7. As regards toddy consumption, luﬁ‘m-ﬂhmt, reventing the consumption of
- arrack, it should be kept in mind that the “sumers of the liquors are not always
the same people. For instance, one class of wierous consumers of toddy is the
‘Wodder or “Navvy” of the country ~ho i ys m wm‘k, bm;g stone, sinking
wells, and generally doing heavy earthy

8. These powerful men are great 4 of toddy; they work In the snn

from morning till night at great expend” “imal force. If they were to drink
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