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No. 262  Read the fc dowing letter from Lie stenant-Colonel R. H. BEDDOME,

 (Copservet-- i Forests, to the Hon, 0. F. CARMICHAEL, Secreuiry w.
Government, Revenue Depsrtment, datea Ellamanore, 10th August 1876,

No. 1,040 :— /

I nave the honor to submit the correspondence as yermargin, by which Govern-
§ Prooss Roport of the Murth Aseot Heoash TUAlS Will perecive tEkfmont slsraling
'visicf);xo or June 6876‘ : = loss has occurred in our North Arcet
2. Letter m the Depufy Conservator o ‘ : . e .
North Arcot, to ‘t)he Conservator of Casmm Plantations ; these plantations
TForests, dabeg 261§h July 1(?(;76, N:;):?&.i mﬁ'ereq fearfully from the heavy floods
8. Letter from the Depu nServ of : haye j e :
: North Arcot, to I;;h? Conservator of m,,1872 and 18?4’ et otmth.stam‘ng
Forests, datod Sth August 1576, No.308, this they promis-d to be P . illy a
.. Withone enclosyre. . | great succes: ind they -.ere the pride
of ows Aspertm:nt; the terrible drought, however, that this dxstx:xr.,w‘been experi-
encing during the last year has killed thousands of the trees, . has been evident
that, if the district is only occasionally liable to similaxsersvis, casuarina planting ==

cannot pay. fEnT
2. It will beﬁem%lwy the return forwarded with t} ¢ third enclosure that the
receipts from Trivellam (our oldest plantation) have amganted to Rs. 8,626, and that
the sale of the trees now dead is expected to realize ar other Rs. 4,000, and as there
are still 100,000 trees standing, and the total 9ﬁ)enditure up to date has been -
Rs. 14,055, this plantation shows a profit up to ;V/ul:e poteithsianding the vicissitudes
of flood and drought ; and it will be seer wy the second en :losure that the Deputy -
Conservator is sanguine that the other plantations will eventually pay though, if now
given up, they would show a great loss, A similar drought has not been experiensed
for eighteen years in this distriet, and the Colleetor, in his marginal note on the Deput y
Conservator’s report, states his opinion that it would be a great mistake not o replar ¢
atonce, and as the planting season has just commenced, and there is not :, day i oo
lost, I have authorized the Deputy Conservator to commence at once; hb has large
nurseries ready containing about four lalkhs of plants, which would be useless next year,
and many pits have been prepared which would be all labor lost and require addi-
tional expenditure if the planting were delayed ; there are Rs. 6,500 availahle for the
work_in the budget of the division for the current year, which I twsi shanlg »11 he
laid out, no;withstanding the financial crisis and the orders to retrench, as muchi loss
must acery«.if, the work be delayed till next year, and I may be able, if necessary,
to arrange or the other Rs. 3,500 necessary to complete the replant if I think it,
advisable later on. : o S
- 3. The loss has been very great, and the question of ordering a replant in the
face of a liability to such serious floods and scorching drou ‘hts so responsible that T
have thought it mecessary to lay the whole before Governinent, but T myself amite
agree with the Collector that it would be a great mistake .ot to replant, gt
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No. 253. (2

ngmci:lsug ”1;1 :111:; thvaf:;:;nment .sho d firmly refuse to permit—eshocially under existing
L — u:.,ﬁ beer capital ©331l61 re on these failuresfr wrecks, until they
L e NB fore them ;find that the animadversion of Jovernment should be
_ Z%_Smﬂym s eﬁg; O:Ih eddome for é slovenly character of hisfheport and his negleet
e sodmastmm an aeéonntefms‘ﬂts ({f Mr h%ﬂield’s too meagre ication, before placing
= Simstmous an_account of an ontérprisfvhioh, has probably oost et a lakh of rupess bofore
» With an intimation that hd has, in anticipation of

large expenditure, :
The circumstances lead to thinferen
and I confess that T doubt whet:

points the G b .
overnment znould bquire thorough investigation. And I think that the aid of

_ experienced advice outsi
vice outside the departments eoncerned—the Collector and Conservator—should be

sought. Both are committed | -
he scarcely realises the con:lait:?nth.e enterprises reported on.  Colonel Beddome's letter shows that

RS el wrhlch must guide the careful decision of Government ; when we
whesg & casuari fas hd““as ht’d"‘? account of Collector-forestry in the Godavery District,
Lingi © Afunt thAjutorest o!; to be a?gndoned after a waste of Rs. 11,000 (without
L N o5 m;)ne'y laid out over a series of years, cost of supervision,
olbent el foe T 0,00 hy ‘Ou.htless largely enhance the capital charges) and the

b probably little more thai he ey G;’—Wnd to MW

disaster, aud b

~

co that the Tocalities may be genarally badly chosen,

ﬂ_“e assurance that recent seasons have been disastrous. These
udgx.n .ent and operations are very valuable and are recurring and
“blh_ty or otherwise of our permaie.. works to stand these
of judgment as to the propriety of continuing them. And the
d under varied conditions and of various ages, hu=e shared the

i
T mpo att & -
nearly all the trees, largo o T le _Of the plantation are in a very bad state; in fact,

is to be continued” Mo g t‘m, d the whole will require replanting if planting
nearly half a lakh of wis;'% e bZPpear' tobe Sﬂngnin.e ; and I fear that the outlay up to date of
The question is: ar." Y be considered gone, save what may be realised for the dead trees-

it v we, with ; :
- denoop Such waming, to pormit the thing to be undertaken almost
.. The stafement of North Areq '

D e 5 rth .

the two oldesq plantati orth Arcot casuarina plantation propared in the office shows that

- ons (} 4. 9 and 1 of 1867

Ra. 27 per acre (without inc ading interest supe and 1868) had respectively cost Rs. 112 and

March 1875, since wh; . rvision, assessm
' in ich da.. . 1 ent of land, &o.,) up to the 3lst
reported *“ looking bad  and :ﬁ: derable exponditure has doubtless been inmxmd’ . The one is

no market apparently for the de:iry 1:1‘9%.8011e ir&}:l;:?: other is stated to have nearly died out and

: strength of whigh
e uah_searently Colonel Bed,
- dome  propose i in i i
iy 6T Re. 12, 0000n the plantation over  rert g of L. :"f:‘ D e ;““h,,a o
. ’ W

ly gone ; for the dead plants can realise little

'\ I submit therefore tha .
au? report most carefully L suggested in the note, that Colonel Beddome be directed to inspoct
~ inc.uring any furth ¢ P es?nt condition and future -
- ¥ Turther capital fxpen _ prospect of each plantation before

18tk August 1876,
, (Signed) - W. ROBINSON

Han_ m@g@ed furthef ¥

“qr casuarina is ot all suited to dry inland districts. On these

& nursery attached to the plantation, on the

el o, P N

i =~

; - 24th August \876.
No. 254. . Onper THEREON, 24th Augrst 1876, No. 1,158.
. TR .~ """ Tag Government obs.rve that
e 500 00 mel Beddome’® fetter i~ not suffi-

¢ ly explicit in récard to these planta.
] tlL iy -/

9. There are ninc p antations iu all, ard th :se are reported on by Mr. Sheffield
m his Inspeetion Notr sfor June, but in the statement sent with his ' tter v &
August four only ere refirred to. e

3. A reference to the Annual Report, 1874-75, shows that there were in all
643,745 trees (166,498 being in the Trivellam Plantat."n) on the nine plantations.
The total cost had been Bs. 83,153, the total receipts R, 3,495, all of which, except
Rs. 16, came from Trivellam. The regular estimate for 1875-76 was Rs. 8,952
consequently the total expenditure to end of last year may be estimated approximately
Rs. 42,000 against receipts of about Rs. 9,000,

4. The Government observe that the difference between the account given of
these plantations in Mr. Sheffield’s notes for June, dated 11th Jv y, ana (hat she 41 ia
¢he statement which accompanied his ietter of the 8th August is so great .s i~ call for
remark,  For ins’aucy, vi Trivellom Mr. Sheffield says : “nearly ‘. whole of the
trees are dead,” but in the statement he shows 100,000 trees as #iu' e, explaining
that only 25,000 of ‘the 136,000 originally planted were aliv.. | 5,000 having been
replanted in 1874-7° Moroover in the statement he shov.s only 10,000 as dead.

Again, «« Viringepuram he says «Same state as Trivellam,?’” but the stete sent
shows 70,000 as living out of 200,000 originally planted.

Again, of Kulminicl: Hardly one plant alive out nf the 1} lakhs planted out.”
The statement shows 50,000 trees.

5. Mr. Sheffield’s remarks regarding Tengal, Cheynur, Gazerlamandam, Vana-
vady, Ammundy, and, Ammerdy are much to th =~u.: “met, but of none of these
Colonel Beddome speaks or furnishes infoimation excepting Ammundy.

6. There is another point regarding the Trivellam Plai fation te which the -
Conservator’s attention is drawn. Mr. Sheffield values the 25,00t trees which have
survived of the 1868 planting at Rs. 6,000, or three annas ten pies a tree, but on the
other hand he values the 10,000 dead trees at Rs. 4,000 or six annas four pies a
tree. This estimate requires explanation, as it might be presumed that;the weaker
plants had died, the stronger survived. “Moreover, on the Deputy Conservator’s own
showing, the dead trees must have been of a later planting than the 25,000, as these
were the only surviving trees at the beginning of 1874-75.

7. Under these circumstances the Government are unable fo sanction any
‘outl~¥ in replanting until they are possessed of accurate data in regard to i present
state of the plantations, or to decide the question of whether any or all of them should
be either retained or abandoned. The Government have already incurred an expen-
diture of probalily half a lakh on this enterprise ; but, judging from the experience of *
eight years, it seems questionable whether any further expenditure should be incurrea.
unless some effective means can be provided, at a reasonible cost, for averting the

disasters which are likely to oceur from drought and flood.

The Conservator will accordingly visit each of the plantations with the Teast
practicable delay and submit to Government a detailed report thereon. He will

2p= 4 2 . s X T , ‘A“J‘,‘ 7“!{&“.,‘ ‘-‘
Proceedings of the Madras Government, 1'gvenus Department, o
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