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and unnecessarily, by Mr. Garstin in paragraph 5; in the first four lines of which I
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Read the fo‘{lqijving papers :—

No. 181.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th May 1875,
No. 1,204 : — 5
Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 11:h March 1875, No. 594, and 17th April
C1875,1 5957, :

Read also the fo  wing letters :—

From A. L. LISTER, Esq., Acting Sub-'coummr of Morib Arcot. 4o H, B
STOKES, Eiq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Vellore,
19th March 1875, No. 166. ‘ ]

I 11aD the honor to receive on the 15th instant Board's Proceedings, No. 11,
of the 11th instant. _ '

Il | appi‘oach the subjeet, I confegs, with considerable diffidence, for it

appears from the last paragraph of these Proceedings that the Board have already
formed an opinjon on the subject adverse 0 me.

3. It is quite impossible for me to reply to the whole of Mr. Garstiu's
letter without referring to records in South Arcot, and this I cannot do in the
gaven days allowed me to answer & charge which Mr. Garstin took six months to
mature and three weeks to write. ' :

4. One subject on which I am una, e to touch is mooted, I think\ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁrisely :

notice three material inaceuracies, which must lead any one to an entire misconcep-
tion of the facts. A
5. I must therefore reserve the right of submitting a further explanation;
about the events of July last, if the Board finally decide on submitting the matter
for the orders of Government; I have a great deal to say about July, but it would
ot be within the power of the Board of Revenue to dispose of the present refer-
ence if I brought it forward now, and besides this I do not wish to bring it
forward at all, and 1 hope I may not be compelled to do s0; it must, however, be
distincily understood that I do not admit the many inaccuracies in Mr. Garstin’s
letter, because I bave not traversed them now, but I reserve to myself the liberty
of pointing them out if this explanation ‘5}3";&01: considered satisfactory and
conclusive. & ?’ AR b
6 Mr. Garstin’s ostensiblo charge against me is that I drew extra tentage &
for periods for which I was not entitled thereto; and he clearly leads the Board
to infer, though he says so by implication and not in express terms, that I selected
Porto-Novo and Ammapett at tho eastern end of my division and Chinna Salem
at the westorn eud for a series of reversible mancmuvres adroitly arranged so as to.
secesitate & long march during the progress of which I could, by pressing bey nd
its meaning & liberal ruling of the Boai ™ in 1866, coutrive a fow iys’ holiday
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e Mady s G‘Oiw'nment, Revenue Department
22nd June

1875.
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st

€8 on 1o tell the Board with extreme candour t.h“
he became aware in July, not of an iso-
i lated instance of such a march, bu.t of
s &0d that with knowledge of this practice,
night in J uly, he was only too ready to ob:lg‘:
“onsented to LY t velling from Ammapett to Chinna Salen
what he is pleased to call keeping
ed fo consenting to a ruundabml:
m the paths of inflexible rectitude, ﬂmd
for August which exhibited d.enmn
knew I was at Yercaud, and which he
onest ; I deeply regret that any one from
atitude towardy 0 should have connived at what he
© 10Te 80 ag the honest reward to which I think I W“;
amount o CODsiderany more than the 36 Rupees whic
48 having Connived 44 my dishonestly receiving. : ;
arstip Considereq the practice wrong, why did he not fhrect its
© sanction onece more ? and, having sanctioned 1‘;
7 oard mygt remember that the very last mll."’*
ik fentage ¥as made in August last with Mr. Garstin's
nonth witp, the Oznse]n ti *nd that e COUntersigned the extra tentage bil l fo.r :l:ﬂ:
da},slf@?-Which extx:,w oo Zh::,: :Ei : U beyond the limits of the distric
. b Sbii i stion for the
Board ¢4 Congidey Whethe, ;;:.Pf(’;:i‘:?y’ - oakedy l:e;zx:ez(;;{ u;ictated by a
Sense of qu s or by Persong] goq: U8 present repor
Support of thi

%88 not sonfin
Vay 80 far fyq

Y extrg tentage bill

days dup: . :
"OW 8175 ho congiders., . 28 Which ha

nsidepg untenah]e and dig),
R motiveg of gr

I therefore

Whi i ination, and, in
: "YeEWhich will not bear examination, :
18 ] . |
oiter, Aer viey, I“‘““M here Specially rofer to paragraph 16 of his
11, ;
and ip ha? 1 1.118 paragraph with 4 COlirtesy which I think might be dxsput?d
J25E who i:ltl‘zgnnzt " aizle % unengliy, manner, Mr. Garstin broaches a sub-
etion § a
Pathy of g0 S %0 offioial COrreg
he |

pondencs I feol sure I shall have tlfe ﬁ)’"‘t‘
: Tegretr,ing"md ke reporty officially an absence of miune no
i > “€Ave ruley ¢, which
Mg which

. 't L]
exty € *‘gave his econsent readily,” an nbsct;z-
T COfineotion gy o O0tage yay ®harged and which, therefore, had no nec
s b ot fhs @ present Complaing
Bﬁal‘d s 1 have 31Wa

: _ { the
0 only o Iam entirely in the hands o :
s “ﬂderstood a ; y unauthorized
rntf; 0umay 225 s e"“@?tor 8 ready consent to an
” ,

) fit ;u
] : 88 1 am Coneerned ; I shall take no notice o
0 1
= .advantage Of‘h; i Plaing ﬂlgt PPV ony avaﬂed’ myself of, but basely' took ‘
-Whid in hop r bo ’dnsem” Tan the whole into the Christinas hoh‘-’::;:_ .
3 unmist:: bt]o el my closed Cutcherry on Vya‘:i‘{‘; e
this 4 | 5 : the Board to understand that he did M

P nt
Secong .My says that he agreed to my being "tl::ﬂ’
8 taking 5.+ Lird wo '3 December, but that running thwhonof _
G'Gnvnnm.‘ T ady, age of it in a manner which

-3
™

- e venue Department,
T are e e Government, Revenue Dep
o oK 99nd June 1875.

: i ith me. I now beg to
; s to be his excuse for breaktnglii:;h :;vember, At
St 8‘;&“‘ Garstin’s demi-official of t:‘e rees to what he now com-
i istinctly ag
refer the Board to distin Bl s
plains about, and I a(xisk thetstﬂmgly
i . ider whether this does no
My dear Llfter. oo saseal Tesve ok Aly rﬁnstodre; K viw thab thik Sormrtiks
i : PP ives which will
do_so. our note that you wish WgRSLAEE by personal motives w ;
I gather from ’hou:"}:'(i)stm“ holidays and to ‘i, % examination; and if anything
ills for the C : b bear nat :
to therﬂxl‘lie; grbefo"e they begin. (6o Shne 10 i1s needed to show the unfair
BPAEE vy pieye I ermistion 39, S0 R . 3
I willingly give you P" make no objection 1 Bl tn Mbioh Mr. Cissbin hi ap
B sl advance under the BpiFt 1 , ject, I would point to
you go away five days in pmached this subject,
circumstances. incerely,
Yours sl

‘ - I ] [.
. 3

i white, or that any
gazetted holiday. ing to argue that two blacks make a )
13. 1 am not gomng

in’ done any
G tin’s part can con :
te ty on Mr. Gars i
1 ivate hostility of the Board w
o unfmrnesls a;dreprltvas been, but I ask ang Me':l;;’i.nion of me to read it
ine, i B an advers e
Wt plyuoe, Lo ba med thereon int with which I now
drbortliie lethr a:t(llrtiotor my defence on the only point wi
d then
over once more, an 7

14th November 1874.

to e Es 4 he extra tentage drawn
deal. . rts to be about ““t
propose ¢ compl aint purpo
14, The letter o

.1 is one point
iods for which he was not entitled thereto ;” to this one po
i for periods W
by Mr. Lister

, i suhsﬁm-
! ddress myself. 1d satisfactory defence if T
only I will now a I submit a complete a: ;
15. I think that

. i d’s Miscel-
: points, . k i t reported in Boar
tiate two points ‘ e identical with tha
bsences ar :
(1.) That my a

64- . "
ings of 1866, No. 6,1 " de in the ordinary course
laneous Proceedings different marches were bond fide ma
. and so arrange
! Thz:;ut::j::al haiting places, and that I dlg = ‘;‘;‘:’:}‘: r:ﬁice was march-
it 7 ble myself to get a few days holiday w
to ena t necessary, A "
marcll::: ::at I went where my prese!-lc‘: v;a:';?z?; observe that there is nothing in
ing, . to the first point, ose that he so
o Wlthhregg:;llector of Cuddapah to‘lead thedB‘(:a:;iorl)dS‘;gpimpossible to
e ime; the Collector never said A IM danapully to Cuddapah
travelled to save tufle : by such a route; it is 77 miles from Ma 4 P f road are saved
save time by travellﬁgd ):x :pully to Colar, so although 21 miles of ro
‘ ada
and 56 miles from

il road are added ; the only " s then in which the Collector saved
236 miles of rail roa

. | ; he travelled quickly, spent a
) time on the rOBd., 3 i ¢
time was this—he saved ¥1[mm;ilfMlauirms, and avoided pitching t‘l‘"’ f‘:" threei\::nz:
fow i Bt hwu fa::::dy()uddapah, and so got more comfortably from po
between Madanapally : e
PO tin says the cases are not }gnalo.gons, because} i‘;hetlgor::eov:eek
17. M-L G::rs; to lyf'adms in the race week ; if he hadvgone llxlils o
diine d“lidn(; fdmit, DEYE e str;m -ana-loﬁe:tetbeww@zue I did not go to
¢ there would, ot see the force of this argu i 1866 for
Liste_l"ﬂ 5 I really can:eek either; the Coll | tor Wt to Madﬂ,l! n July
Yercaud in the race o .
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4 the purpose of seeing his fami]

; the sama purpose, and the ¢age
Mr. Garstin’s raeo week
Madras for pl

Or
v who were staying there. I went to Ye;c:::lpi;e
S 8¢em to me to be peculiarly wmlog”u%l ot }f:‘o to
Point is that the Collector of Seldape ?whém I
casure, but Mr. Garstin forgets here that many_ men, 0. R
= happily am one, derive more Pleasure *om th~" _milies than from race
18. T therefore submit
o absences were in every
: : of the visit, and jf any
Gistinguish between ¢,
Cahnot deny the claiy
and to have ¢ :
tonceded, Td
15 surely ex

¥ ar
With resfect and confidence that all my ::zr(:ll;jl‘::
respect similarto the euso 1 have quoted even to be able to
subtler brain than Mr. Garstin’s or mine should ]e Board
€ two cases, af all events I claim, and I feel sure f.lzcntical
1, to have honestly believed them to .be grigely 1,awh is
harged extrg tentage accordingly ; but if the right so to m s
000t see how the extra fentage can be denied, for no Revenue
Pected to move 5 heavy eanp 70 miles for nothing.

R

at ttraining the letter of those Proccedl?g:;:ose

wish nothing to be Straived in my fuvor, but I cannot sce how the !etter 0 =

083 nct to include my case. 1 claimed to ::nber

1ous and only meaning, and [ do not see how. the :',udu it
gtion; if it weg right to do it onece, it was right to

of
. . nuulhcr
188 N0 numbee of pluses can make a minus ; no

& Wrong ope,

of times affects the que
twice, thrice, or five tin
right aetiong can make

co
Y atiention to showing the reasons for !:1]0;2:;
the two exireme points” of my divxsmn,} nnatiun»

happy in feeling sure that fhe Board 4] e fully satisfied with my exp ’":1 o
0 question are Chinna Salem, Ammapett, MR S

lacuschi and Chellumbram talugs where Re ey
inna Sulem is the largest town in the mh;,‘il;‘eve 2
¢ bungalow, and a Post Office; I do not

: Thinna
lacurehi talug except at Kullacurchi or Ch
are mine wileg Aparg,

f
22. Ammapett i the name of the publie bungalow one mile from theo(t)OOW:n(:’
L‘hellnmbram; Chellumbray, and Porto-Novo, with a population of lt;, i s
octively, arg the Most important towns in the talug, an-‘.ate con-
evenue Officers 4, halt at botl for public work and for pn

9,000 souls, regp
places for R
Vehienge.

E : - under the
therefore -, that I did not pitech a tentu

oints to
‘devise a long march from oxtm;neul;:in“ 2
round hy Yereaud. And this, I take it, is the rea ‘Ik or did I
Marches changg to comne in the ordinary course of wurts for my
re work, atjd contrive improper arrungemen RN
Ce -

-t sghiat
must ask the Bonrq fo allow me to change their q-ues.::::lgml“q
What was the q'ecegsity for my going to Gh‘iuﬂ to Chellum-
® Kullscurchi talyg i, May, going back o
{!Knllacurchi taluq in Augus

- gy
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P dz . v O_'f f/w ];[a;a’ms GO‘l’eﬁmngnf, Revenue Deparz‘men(,
Erocketens 22nd Juny 1875.

o5 ing five marches, extra tentage was charged, although vaersonally
trch;;:d b?-d:vllr::t may be called circuitous routes. :
In April from Chinna Salem to .Ammape.t.
‘1’. I: May from Porte-Novo tOP}uuua Salem.
‘j. In June from Tittagudi to (z‘hli,ma Salem.
:1. In July from Chinna Salem & tmnapet]t.
";' In August from Ammapett to  inng S em.d g
1 long (70 miles) marches 1 always worked un 1‘ : s
g e t work again before 8 gn the Monday moruing. Mr. |
da i ic: 9"“d e aOn and then calls this yine days; 1 call it six, a.nd as I nev;er
says Sunday is a dw;;zv holiday but this masghiy ¢ Saturday, five Wnrkmg‘.ﬁays only
rip i mont1 / arch . Mr. Gdrstin, in his elaborate and exhaustive attack{,
were consumed on fijlet ;ﬂu und,uly long ﬁl!l@,wgs consumed on the mal:(,hiq, a]thoug 1
s Cf)"tﬂ”dedtt da by me in my letter of the 13th November, No. 730, and so
o Wuf mOdo evsel(' where I have not heen assaﬂed.‘ . ; |
St dﬁfe’" m-’lrx n a Revenue Officey ig on cirenit he is entitled to' extx:a
i b‘eheve k 'en though bLe may pe meditating elsewl}ere.than in his
ingd 95 B2 e"-e a very c's;mall matter and if the Board think it should not
Aok st 110‘«"(.3"3% lsc? of it ; but I believe Revenue Officers generally who leave
s therebls gz)znwhethe’r to shoot or to go to Church do not, therefore, lose
heir camp on Sun t day.
1their ety teumg:ai:r]:::e thit I spent the greater part. of six‘.month?,
o i at' 0|‘(Eedscl1;zllum taluq, and { intended to spend all the time until
eyl Ma"‘-‘?;"“ Vlll: éhellumbram and Kullacurchi talugs, ~ =
Gukplé EeRiia Jamabandi of Knllacurchi was over, I wanted to ge o
Bl s g t.l}e nabandi of that taluq ; for I had, as in the two pref'»m'u;
i ﬂmd; alf the three sub-division talugs to do. Ihardly think :
L e son for the first march from Chinna Salem to Ammapett ;
;1eed i furthe}r reteasxon is wanted, I would remind the Board that alone
S e li?:‘mly resisting the faming clamour, and I was natux'fxl(lly
i e wasi lllumbmm where the ryots, who are as turbulent, well-to-do
e v e 01‘3_- weighbours in Cuddalore and Villapuram taluqs, were
o Weﬂlth{ S nzhi‘:xu;"o: thjz same lavish ramission that was being granted so freely
clamouring to cor A e
Llieshent ta]uq&J mabandi of Chellymbram talng was ‘over, I wished to
30 Do the' taluc and did s0 by mareh No. 2, and I made a long h.».lt
BOp e Kullal:: umhl{ :ix ’lw"eeks, with theﬁexceptiou of two journeys over which
with my office here o ;s _
e ool in were not bandying about charges of dishonesty and
il ot Gar'slnit uite enough tq tell the Buard that I considered my
e e thmnﬂ Iqsh%u‘ld expeet fo be believed, If the Board will refer
i g t"%‘m‘e’t:tions I have made gshout the inadequacy of the Revenus
to the many rel_’lesg; Hacurchi talug, Whish T have described in official corre.
establishment l‘n “ neglected corner of the district, " and which I Yontute' o
eponlil ?n(;: t::r Z;; than it was before I tock an interest in it,
think 18 be

o

I do not think any

7 wishing to spend some time there myself; for 1 had
body will wonder at my wisking :
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Proceedzhjs qf the Ma.ei;a.;(}ovemment, Revenue Department,
22nd June 1875. |

great reason to beligve, and I still think, that revenue is largely withheld in that

talug, as the unchecked Curnamg haye discovered their power and, in my opinion,

withliold revenue largely; they systgmat.ica”y evade writing the cultivation

account month by month, and this fasli 1 paid a great deal of attention to the subject;
for the importance of this accon

nt is increased tenfold this year by the order
directing second-crop assessment fo he | vied for a second Crop grown on one crop
land.

32. 1 hope the Bo
registered in Kyl
date in the five p
or not, =

33. Since my return fro
& long halt except during
doing what Government ay
do not think Iy worst ene

ard will, in gimple Jjustice to me, call for the cultivation
lacurehi Up to end of August in this fasli, and up to th? Baﬂ_)e
revious faslies, and then say whether my labour has been in vain

m privilege leave in October 1873 I had not .made
Jamaband;i in Kullacurchi talug, and I was sunpl;;
d the Board wish in spending some time there, and
my can eall this a concocted march. i :
34, I remained in Kullacurehi tauq until the 4th July, with the eTc;rp::r:
of two _absencqs over which ] had no ¢ontrol. A notice without my knowledg

cousent was put in the Gazette that | would muster pensioners at Virdachellum on

the lst, 9nd, ang Srd June ; the half-yesr was drawing to a close and the Tittagudi
Subsidiary Jail haq to be i

nspected before the end of the monfh; o f Week;.:::;l:
rylx(?;'e WZS 93 miles marching, mustering all the pensioners, inspecting a di
8%, and two days’ office gt Virdachellam. v 3
%5 Mr. Garstin sas 1 tm:ﬁ;;":apidly; so I do, but even my wdefﬂgg‘_*b::
€neErgy can’t make bullocks pull tent bandies quickly over wretehed ro‘a t; :
though | rode 33 mileg on the first and 20 miles on the 3rd June, I could no get
back to Chinna Salem at the same rapid rate, for I had some of my servslmts a
Virdachellym and some gt Tittagudi and none at Chinna Salem; so 1t wa;
impossible for me to have lived at Chinna Salem, even if I had made a couple-;)
.horses Wwhich had carried me upwards of 50 miles in three days perform a 40};11:1 :
Journey on the fourth i I was eredibfy informed by my peons and laf;cars t- a :1
took them. four hours to gt the tent bandies one mile between Tlﬂ{"‘@"dx a"I
Kulerdar ; ghis is the only journey gver which Mr. Garstin complains that
lingered, ang [ feel sure my explanaticn will be considered satisi:actory. F
. 36. The Board will therefore gea that this journey to V;rdacheﬂl:)e!fl.l_::e
thtti.gndi was not of my B-l'l'angingf“? the Treasury Deputy.oolle.ctor (Ibe :ad ;
b i0g AwAy. from records) ordered the one, and the other was obliged to be m

before the 30t June, and could not have been postponed or more conveniently
arranged, ;

¥ g = . l
37, - In July I wanted b to Chellwinbram to spend, as 1s usun

. \ to. get pack to Chellum :
with al] thCo!leetom, Some timf:t Porto Neve, and I had determined to have_a
Rallakanys WHEWS 10 check the ealieutions. 1 ad, too, made a longer halt in

Kullakurohi talug than &1y Sub-Collector had ever previously made.
38. What | § '

cacd ' on
o €24 in any way . but when 1 went there in December 187
the ‘lal'ge arrears, : R s

G,We'_“mf’m, and special orders had been issued about them.

wﬂ;ﬁ‘.

T ey

T L

'2ve done for the sub-division of South Arcot has never beem

B
epecially in Clicliumbram, had attracted the sitention

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
92nd June 1875.

-

80,3 welk clasd y into the matter and satisfied mys?lf that i‘n the sulb-
livisi - lone there was a permanent embezzlement of nearly hu!t’ a lak'h, i.e., nearly
otk e always fructifying in the pockets of officials ;-it was allowed
zU,CLOOdR:: zzsa‘::;r until the collection for the following fasli b(;l,qa;:, and :ll;en
iy g ber out of current collections, which were then
was paid into the treasury in October ou ; ¢
i A 111)1 : rlrg;li&l stopped a.l this; I spent nearly the whole month
: 40i1 ,Innbrs:ritetr:lu: and did Tahsildar’s work, and collected upwards of
l'l'l Chellu es out of a 60,000 Rupees balance. ; :
5 tioning this now not to claim any eredit or to ask for any
3 41‘b It :;; IIDBT:O show that my interest in the Chellumbram collectiom.; was
praise, ntl 2 P n):) t a suddenly awakened impulse suggested by the Convenience
vl ew‘c % i’m march ; I was merely carrying on the system of administra-
O'f : cx;(zu;lolu}slad iitroduce:i with such success that at the end of last fasli 97 per
tli::; wolflcthe demand had been collected in the sub-division against 81 per cent
cenv.
2 tho'rest i im:;i:‘in from noticing here the extraordinary statement at the
.11‘2.. 1 Ozan:;; g:aph 3 of Mr. Garstin's letter, that all work wasat a s(‘:anfi-still
conclusion of p ; this paragraph throughout purports to be a deseription of
o sl.lb'dwll? fgn;ave rise to the correspondence with Mr. Sullivan, and tells of
o p}-acuce oy DYercaud not one of which was made. If Mr. Garstin really
P to ,a stand-still in Mr. Sullivan’s time, I beg to refer to
means that worhk ga;?:cm‘,,s letter, No. 643, of the 21st June 1873,—* your work,
paragraph 2 of the lo always been well and expeditiously done;” if Mr, Garstin
it g s:;‘y, = to a stand-still last year, I wonder how he ean reconcile
fRehts Gint. wort tlcatr:: following remark he made in a demi-official letter of the
thﬂe “gtim;::‘;: luit is no argument in its favor that you have no arrears,
3::!; i:a‘; arigun:’xent for abolishing the Suh-()o!lectorate‘." s
43. 1 do not, for reasons already stated, 'wmh to wrxtfa about the occurrences
ly, nor could I do so with accuracy, w;thout'refen'-mg to r.ecord? in Sm?th
ghon Ty he July question is brought into discussion I will explain satisfactorily
A;cofl; ;i;;('z muny zxm;a extra tentage bill along with those of the other divisional
why -
officers. On managing to get away from Cuddalore I spent three days at
44. On d wound up arrears there, and thc:}n went to'KuHacumhl, as I had
AHaRpIh v I would look afier their cultivation accounts: but for
promised th‘i (':;3&:::1(@ no defence, for it was made with the Collector’s consent
Ea o5 ;
::: {::::zdge, and he approved of the ,Tz‘i(l:u}tous rouk. & . i
- 45. Now I ask which of th.ese marclies was wrong, w ). 11189“;0“ 1 4
contrived, craftily concocted, or improperly arranged to suit my persona s
ience ? Let me have a specific charge 10 meet, and I have no fear about coming
veme;l :}e ' onflict with unblemished honor. Let me be told what place I stayed
g }l'eilcdm;v did not call me; where I ought to have gone to if I put myself
?t A lace. Mr. Garstin saw monthly the places I halted at, and he never
. t]l;e :Z:?-o%ciul.ly, or officially suggested that I was spending a moment of time
::1 :)’l‘ace where my presence was not required.
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46. I cannot but feel indignant at the way in which I have been treated by
Mr. Garstin. He had merely to tell me what he wanted ; there has been no
argument between us; I conceded every point he advanced ; but I cannot refrain
from repeating, anxious though I am to avoid the style of language he has used,
that it seems impossible for him to recon=ile his claim to being actuated by duty

~1n making this report with his having cc  ented to the circuitous mareh in August,

and with having knowingly passed the _ stra tentage for the days of absence.

47. I have not noticed Mr. Garstin’s charge of preparing a purposely
deceptive bill ; the deceit seems in his opinion to consist in my not having stated
where I was personally when the office was marching, and with not having entered
in the bills that I was absent from my camp on Sundays. 1 have always prepared
bills as [ was taught to prepare them af Cuddapah and Chicacole, showing, by a
bracket, the days consumed by my camp-equipage in the journey ; the bills do
not profess to show where I was mysclf on these marching days, so I need only
refer to Mr. Garstiu’s statement that they ¢ were all framed studiously to conceal
his movements,” to regret that he should have condescended to impute motives
instead of confining himself to reporting what he believed to be facts ; the bills
show with precise accuracy where I was on halting days, with the exception of
Sundays which I have explained before ; whether Mr. Garstin is right in assuming
that Revenue Officers always enter in their extra tentage bills the periods they
pass without leave beyond the limits of their districts, I am not able to say, but
the Board will know whether it was intended that the extra tentage bill should
assume the inquisitorial character of the abandoned return; when my column of
places travelled is ** blank” it merely nieans that no journey bas been made for
which extra tentage can be charged. ; ,

48. I claim to have made not a single unnecessary journey, not to have
selected extreme points of the division, but to have stayed at the usual halting
places most conveniently situated for work, to have spent my time where I was
most required, to have prepared my extra tentage bills myself with care and
accuracy, regarding Sunday only as a dies non, and to have charged precisely
what 1 considered myself entitled to under the order of the Board of Revenue
which I have quoted. :

From J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to H. E. STOKES, Fsq.,

~ Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd April 1875, No. 165.
~ IN continuation of paragraph 6 of my letter of the 10th instant, I have now
2  *he honor to forward Mr. Lister’s” extra
entage bill* as Head Assistant for
January 1874 in original, together with the original office travelling and estab-

* (Requested to be returned.) -

lishment batta bills® for that month, from which the Board will see that the

Head 'A“ist?‘#f’sf office l_éfb,Tihdivaﬁnm for Chengam on the 12th January to meet
M"‘j Lister who had set out from Chinna Salem on the 5th, that it arrived at
Chengam on the L4th, that Mr. Lister arrived on the 16th, aud that the-office set

“out on the 17th fot;Vird#cheﬂ'hgw&&éit aerived on the 92nd.

for JQ' A carcful search of tho reqords of the Head Assistant Collestor’s office
* Junuary 1874 discloses the fwith“WWeen B 18 e tes
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paper was signed or initialled by Mr. Lister. 8o that as his office reached Virda-
chellum on the 22nd and was ready for work on the 23rd, it would seem that the
statement set forth in the extra tentage bill, in Mr. Lister’s own hand-writing

that he reached Virdachellum on the 21st, is contrary to fact, and that instead of

only taking five days to go from Chengam to Virdachellum he really took eight.

3. The records show that from the 51:!-1 to the 10th January 1874, Mr. Kough
remained in charge of the office af Tindivanum, and on the 16th Mr. Lister
reported haviog taken charge of his office at Chengam. )

4. The number of marches from Chengam to Virdachellum is entered as
¢ five,” and is evidently so entered to support the assertion that on the 21st
Mr. Lister reached Virdachellum. If he had really marched from Chengam to
Virdachellum in five or even in two days he would be the last man in the world
not to charge the extra tentage fairly due for such a march, namely, eight

marches.

Excrosvres Nos. 1 and 2.—Bille,

From J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to H. E. STOKES, Esq.,
: Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 23rd April

1875, No. 168.

Sixce despatching my letter of this day’s date, No, 165, I have received a
demi-official from the Acting Head Assistant Collector informing me that four
papers have been found siguned on t%le 23rd of January 1874 by Mr. Lister. He
therefore appears to have been at erdach.ellum on .that date. Before I got this
demi-official I received an official forwarding to me in a large bundle the records
of the Head Assistant Collector’s office for January 1874, and I had them examined
in my presence, and no paper bearing 8 date between the 16th to 24th January
1874 could be found. The demi-official informs me that no papers bearing date
the 21st or 22nd have been found.

From A. L. LISTER, Esq.,, Acting Sub-Collector of North Arcot, to H. E.
STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Vellore,
27th April 1875, No. 248. ; .

Ix reply to Board’s Proceedings of t}}e 17th instant, I. have the honor to
state that in November last my office estabhshn:xent was working in the Collector’s
office; T was informed that attempts were being made by some clerks in the
Collector’s office to obtain copies of my extra tentage bills ; to prevent this and to
secure that all information should be obtained by Mr. Garstin through a proper
official channel, I directed my Sheristadar to bring all office copies of extra
tentage bills to me.

2. When my Sheristadar brought them he told me that, in the Collector’s
office (not in otker offices as entered i'n his¥statement, for nearly all his service
has been in the Collector’s office), copies were not filed; I said if that were the
case copies need not be filed in the Sub-Collector’s office also, and I presume he

g0 instructed the Head Clerk.
o
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3. When I was gazetted away from the district, I looked for these bills to
replace them with the records, but could not find them, as they had by a mistake
been taken to Yercaud at Christmas, where the bundle now is just as 1 received
it; then it was that I spoke to my Sheristadar regretting that I could not find
them to replace them with the records, but adding that it did not much signify, as
the originals had been received from the Board’s office, and as it was not customary
to file such papers in the Collector’s ofice.

4. If Mr. Garstin wanted them he could, of course, have had them imme-
diately on asking for them ; to take documents into my own office hox is not
abstraction from public records ; and no other object but the one I had in view
could possibly be attained by the step I took, as the fair copies of the documents
were filed in the Board’s office. From the first Mr. Garstin was told that there
were the extra tentage bills and only these to show the movements of the Sub-
Collector; these do not show the periods passed without leave beyond the limits
of the district. Mr, Glarstin in his former letter complains that they do not give
this information, and now he argues that they do afford it. So widely divergent
are Mr. Garstin’s views and mine, that even now I contend that I was absent
from South Areot in contravention of the Civil Leave Rules for seventeon days
only in 1874 ; for my absence during five of these days I had Mr. Garstin’s
previous consent, and for my absence during four of these days I had his subse-
quent ratification,

5. Whether the information I reeeived about attempts being made to get
information irregularly from my office clerks was true or false, it is most extra-
ordinary that Mr. Garstin wrote to the Board for my extra tentage bills, instead
of writing to me for the copies of them, which he could, of course, have received
on the very next day, as I was then in Cuddalore; if he is serious in his contention
that these bills are ‘“data’ from which the information he sought could be compiled,
and that in consequence of my denying the existence of such data” he concluded
there were no copies of the bills filed in the office, and therefore wrote to the
Board for the originals, how came he to write to Mr, Irvine for them, and to be
astonished when he was informed they were not to be found among the records?

6. Idonotknow whether I am expected to answer the charge that I removed
them with the objeet of telling a silly falsehood which would have been at
once proved by a reference to the Head Assistant Collector’s records, and by the
evidence of every' clerk who has ever been employed in my office; I have always
prepared the rough draft of my own extra tentage bills, and it never once entered
my head that it was wrong to do so. ‘

7. For the present I am content to leave in the Board’s hands the language
which Mr. Garstin has used in g communication which he doubtless thinks is a
privileged one; I treat his charge of falsehood, too, with the greater indifference,
because it is only an érdow and a gy quoque. ;

8. The next point is a very serious one, as either Mr. Garstin or I unques-
tionably deserve some of the virulent Janguage scattered about this letter.

9. In answer to Mr. Garstin’s request, ‘‘ please let me know as soon as your

plans are settled from what date you propose to take the five days,” I wrote to him
stating that I proposed to avail myself of the five days’ leave from Monday the 14th.

};r;ceed-ing: of the Madras Government, Revenue‘l)epdrtment,
22nd June 1875.
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I left the district at 5-13. p. M. (looking at my watch and recording the time as
I expected to be asked the question) on Saturday the 12th.

10. -Now is this true or is this false? Do not nearly all the District J udges
adjourn their Courts from the Monday, and leave their stations themselves on the
Saturday, in many instances arranging that the recess should terminate on a
Saturday when they rejoin their stations on the following Monday.

11. But I appeal to each individual Member of the Board to say whether in
granting five days’ leave to any one to count from Monday, any possible objection
would be made to leaving the district en Saturday night; I farther urge that five
days’ leave is always taken so as to include a Sunday at one end or the other.

12. So I contend I did nothing wrong am‘i had nothing to hide ; but urges
Mr. Garstin I erased an entry I made in the original draft of the extra tentage
bill, and to Mr. Garstin’s mind, clouded with prejudice and blinded by animosity,

‘the reason is evident: ““He wished to conceal from me the actual date of his

departure from the district.” e

13. This will show the Board the pleasant relations [ enjoyed with my late
Collector ; I have never before or sinee been associated with any gentleman who,
when he wished to know anything of my work or my movements, did not adopt the
simple expedient of asking me.

14, 1 protest altogether against erased words in an original draft being made
the subject of official complaint; such words are as though they had never been
written ; and I venture to think that a very bad precedent is being introduced in
calling upon me fo explain them. ;

15. I need not seriously deal with Mr. Garstin’s imputation of wrong motive ;
it is obvious that a Collector, who is watching a Sub-Collector’s movement;
narrowly, anxious to damage him, and desirous of his removal from the district, is
not likely to be put off the track by an extra tentage bill ; besides he bas merely
to ask the question at the time, while the facts are within one’s memory, to obtain
the information he wants. I.did not charge extra tentage for the days in question
for the simple reason that I doubted whether I wag equitably entitled to it. for
though at work within my division, I am not quite sure whether I should l’lave
gone to Chinna Salem on that date unless it had suited my personal convenience
to do so; I believe I was obliged to go to Kullaeurchi, which is only nine
miles off. : A
16. The next charge is that when I was@ relieved by Mr. Sharp 1 took o
days to join the Head Assistant’s office ; the 'Board will insist upon my answering
these numerous and elaborate charges witbout referring to records, which no
doubt would not be so necessary if all that Mr. Garstin writes were true.

17. I am, however, in no position and Have no wish to argue with the Board
but must accept the disadvantage at which I am placed, merely premi sing that i; ,
my memory misleads me in any particular the Board, I am confident, will not
as eagerly as Mr, Garstin has done aseribe deliberate falsehood to me., )

18. I believe that Mr. Garstin’s account is wholly inaccurate and ground-
less. I believe that when Mr. Sharp relieved me it had NOT been arranged that
I was to do the Virdachellum Jamabandi, for My Sullivan wrote dem;-
officially that he would like to comsult Mr. Garstin before consenting to the
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33:. So Mr. Garstin did not objeet to my drawing extra tentage when
marching away from my office beyonil the limits of the district, as his account of
?hff tr.ans'a.ctlon would lsad the Board to infer; had be raised such an objection,
is it likely that I should have charged for such & march in the August bill and
that he would have countersigned it ?

34. If Mr. Garstin wished to alter Mr. Sullivan’s practice, why did he not
tell me, when he became aware of my absence in July, that he wished to be
consulted about such matters? We were talking in his house, as I believed, in full
and unreserved confidence; he let me leave him after the conversation, as well
as after the conversation in August, with the impression that he in no way disap-
proved of what I was doing. His seeming confidence and apparent friendliness
and approval are only eonsistent with these hostile reports against me, on the
supposition that my information that he had made up his mind to let me go away
once or twice more with the objeot of “catching” me is true. I may here

mention that in January, six or seven months after he owns that he became aware

of my practice, Mr. Garstin wrote to me for YA first time to express his disap-
proval of the “short cut ”” by Negapatam. : :

35. The most unfortunate official differences are those whose solution in
some measure depends upon unrecorded conyersations, and I am fortunate in
having Mr. Garstin himself for a witness that my aeccount of the August conver-
sation is correct in the main particulars, that he did not object to the eircuitous
route or to the charge of extra tentage for it: on the 2nd November he wrote
to me ¢ I did not care to raise the question as to whether you were justified by
the Government Order in Smith’s case in leaving the district, when I spoke to
you in August; but I do intend to raise the question now.” It must be remem-
bered that this order only decides that extra tentage can be drawn for such
marches, and that I have never claimed the right of leaving the district under
it in opposition to the qulec'cor"s wishes. As I never availed myself of the
order after August, and as I immediately expressed my willingness to accept
Mr. Garstin's decision in the matfer as soon as he raised the question, which at

once did away with the necessity for a reference, I cannot see what possible

~ object he could have in making the present reports but to damage me.

36. If I have done anything of which the Board disapprove, I can only
contrition ; but I earnestly entreat the Board not to let
me be the victim of personal ill-will and hostile espionage which refrained from
warning in eagerness to overwhelm, I must ask the Board to bear in mind that
1 wilt doing what T believed I was justified in doing, while I was watehed by a
Collector who considered it wrong;__ but who not only never gave me a word of

express my most sincere

warning or advice,
if hills were in a district, Governiment allowed officers to spend two or three

months there; and he did not see any objection fo my going to hills a shor®
distance beyond the boundary, but that, for the sake of myself and others, I must
not over-do it, and 'who said to Captain Young in a public place at Cuddalore that
my visits to Yercaud were nothing to him and did not interfere with my Wors,

and that I was quite right to go whea I could.

Y e

but who told me in Angust that he saw no harm in it—that
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37. I sincerely hope the Board will %not feel it to be their duty to submit
this correspondence to Government, at all events as against me, It iZ no case of
C(_n}tun:mcy., of setting a Collector’s authdrity:‘gt defignce, or of showing the faintest
fhs'mclmatwn to be guided by a Collector’s wishes, and also I confidently submit
it is no case of aggravated arrears or of neglected work. In a matter left entirely
to myself, in which feelings might na,tunal;ly be expected in some way to warp
my judgment, I c?nlr;utll;utﬂ Sow feel that I may in some measure have incarred
the displeasure of the Board; this will be to me .
the 4 I:mt R 3 { 0 me a sorrow aud a trouble which

38. I ain not in a position to oﬁ'et_"ﬂ";’ remarks upon the expense i;xvolv .d
by these journeys beyond observing thi  ‘hether I travelled myself; within t;
limits of the district or beyond them, precisely the same charges would 'h’ .
been incurred: in remarking on the statement that no long journey was m:;e
whon I went to the Shevaroys during September and November, Mr. Gar t.e
has exceeded the ordinary laxity of careless assertion, for I ;vas a..bséemt;s 5
privilege leave from August to 2nd October, and I did not leave the distriet (i)::

November.

Encrosuse No. 1.—Copy of letter from Captain Young.

Tuese papers relate to certain irregularities charged against Mr. A. L. Lister
late Acting Sub-Collector of South Arcof, and the Board find it to be their dut J
to submit them for the orders of Government. In their Order, No. 456, dated 205;
March 1875, Government have desired ‘to be furnished with s rep,ort on the
matters brought to notice in the first paper, which had been incidentally referred
to in another letter from the Collector of South Arcot. % ,
2. The charges against Mr. Lister may be stated to be, that he gravel
abused the liberty accorded to officers in his position by habitually leavin {iuy
district when his office was marching'from point to point ; TR R arrzil e;
the movements of his office as to afford facilities for such absences : thatghe
improperly drew extra tentage on such occasions; that he evaded ex’ 1a§at'
when called upon to give information as to his movements ; that, to sup pOrt g 10.1;
evasion, he removed his extra tentage bills from the records of hi;’ office -pand :;1(;.'5
he habitually employed the peons entertained for public dutiesin conne’etion Sk
his office, in attendance on his family for prolonged periods beyond the limits of
his district. T'wo letters from Mr. Lister containing his remarks on these poi
are before the Board. Ao el
3. In Mr. Garstin’s letter recorded in the first Proceedings above read, he
b

v:&escribes Mr. Lister’s procedure. At the extreme limits of the Sub-division of
~ South Arcot, near Porto Novo and the Tanjoi . ccontier on the east and on the SaleIh

frontier on the west, are the villages of Ammapett and Chi 71y 3

tance from each othér of seventy-three miles, gviugietzggaoniaz}?ﬁe:: B;ii::“
the office establishment would be despatched to march direct to the other P'es’h'l i
Mr. Lister would proceed to the Shevaroy Hills where his family resided, b
or returning, aceording to the point of departure, by vail vid Negapatazﬁ a.nd’ Sga‘;mg
By arranging his departure or return so that a Sunday or holiday should falf n:t
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either end of the seven days required for the march of the office, Mr. Lister was
able to rejoin it after having spent’ five or six days with his family on the
Hills. s

4. Mr. Garstin states, that by thanceuvres of this kind, and by running
certain holidays and a period of absence to which his ‘consent had been obtained
into the Christmas holidays, Mr. Lister absented himself from the district, from 1st

April 1874 to the end of the year, for sixty-five days, of which ten days only were
taken with the consent of the Collector,

4.  Mr. Lister has not distinetly stated for how Iong he was in fact absent
from his division during the period in onegtion ; in his second letter he states that
be was absent in contravention of the L .ve Rules for seventecn days only in 1874,
* Letter to the Colloctar, dated 18th Novemb R et st kaow Ko this

1874, : " is made out. He has admitted® that
during the marches to and fro referred
to by Mr. Garstin, he did in fact leave his office ; and he says in his first letfer that

he nsed to work till late on the Saturday night and be at work again early ona’

Monday morning. The Board assuming this to be the case and after examina-
tion of the tentage bills find the following absences proved :— :

April 1874 —Chinna Ralem to Ammapett.—Mr. Garstin shows his absence
to have been 1st, 7th, 8th, and L1th (Saturday) to 19th (Sunday) inclusive—total
twelve days. The 2nd to the 7th inclusive were the Easter holidays, and as to
the 1st, Mr. Lister must either have been absent or his bill ought to have ~shown
where he was, as he was at Kullacurchi on 315t March. The Board believe him to
have been unjustifiably absent on the 1st, 8th, and 12th to 19th, total ten days,
for eight of which he drew tentage. =

May 1874.—Porto Novo to Chinna Salem.—From the evening of 16th (Satur-
day) to 24th (Sunday }—or eight days for the whole of which he drew tentage,

June 1874.—-—Mr.-(3‘rarstir; gtatgs that he believes Mr. Lister loft Tittagudi for
Yercaud on the 3rd, and rejoined his office at Chinna Salem on the Sth, The
bill shows that he took three days (4th to 6th) to march 40 miles from Tittagudi
to Chinna Salem. Mr. Lister apparently admits ( paragraph 25 of his first letter ;
that he left the district on this occasion, but explains the three days’ march by
saying that he was detained by the badness of the roads. M. Garstin charges him
with twelve days’ absence, apparently‘ from the 5th to 7th (Sunday) and the 13th
(Saturday) to the 21st (Sunday)inclusive; but Mr. Lister apparently admits only
five, viz., from 17th to the 21st, these being the days surrounded by a * black
ring” in the bill. The Board charge him with eight days, the 5th to 7th and 17th
to 21st. He drew tentage for fmgteq? days for a twenty-days’ halt at Chinna
Salem from 7th to 26th, which inc, jed the latter period of absence, and also

- for the 5th and 6th,

July 1874,—Chinna Salem to Ammapett.—Mr. Garstin makes out nine days
from the 4th (Saturday) to 12th (Sunday), but the Board charge only eight, for
seven of which tentage was drawn,

August 1874,—Ammapett to Chinna Salem.—Mr. Garstin charges nine days,

8th (Saturday) to 16th (Sunday), but the Board make it eight, Tentage was
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drawn for seven days. Mr. Garstin stafes that he consented to Mr. Lister’s
absence for five of these days. This was the last of the marches to and fro.

October 1874.—Mr. Lister was on leave during September and returned to
duty oun the 2nd October. Mr. Garstin states:that he immediately réturned to the
Shevaroys and was absent seven or eight dayg; Mr. Lister does not advert to this
absence. A

December 1874, —Mr. Garstin charges eight days from the 12th (Saturday) to
the 20th (Sunday). He seems to have given Mr. Lister permission to be absent for
five days in advance of the Christmas holidays ( which beganon the 21st). Mr. Lister
admits the absence from the evening of the 12th (Saturday), but-says that of the
eight days, two, the 13th and 20th, were Sundiiys and one, Saturday the 19th, was a
gazetted holiday. The Board, however, obse¥ve that Revenue Officers are prohi-
bited from leaving their districts withouf leave on Sundays and holidays without
the Collector’s permission (Standing Order, No, 387), . :

6. Thus the Board make out that Mr'.;f Lister absented himself from his
division certainly for fifty-eight days (besides the Easter and Christmas holj days), for
ten of which he had the excuse of the Collegtor’s permission, and that he drsew
tentage for thirty-two of these days. |

7. Mr. Lister in his first letter takes the charge against him to be that he
drew tentage when not entitled to it, and urges that if he can show the Jjourneys to
and fro between the extreme points of the division to have been necessitated by
the public service he will be completely ju‘stiﬁed. He contends that under a
ruling of the Board of 1866, he was entitled' to the tentage when he travelled,
away from his office, by a circuitous route; ai]nd that if it was right to take such
a route ~zd draw tentage for it once, 1f Was wight to do it any number of times,
The first march he states was to take up the J am;a,bandi of Chellumbram Taluq; and
the second, back to Kullacurchi Taluq, was to look after the cultivation accounts.
He remained in this taluq till July, except for two short trips to Virdachellam
and’ Tittagudi in June; in July he went to Ammapett in order to hold a muster
of Monigars to check the collections ; and he was there again in the beginning of
August, after his visit to Cuddalore, in order to wind up arrears. Thence it was
necessary for him to proceed again to Kaullacurchi to look after the cultivation
accounts ; but he does not dwell upon this journey, as his absence from the distriet
was with the Collector’s consent and knowledge.

8. The Board’s ruling of 1866 on which l;l[r. Lister relies is to the effect that
when a Collector loaves his camp and
proceeds to his destination by a ecircui-
tous route to save time, his claim fo tentags is not invalidated. They are of
opinion that it is entirely inapplicable to Mr, Lister’s case; and the gist; of the
charge is, not that he drew tentage without béing entitled ¢, i (which, however
the Bourd think he did), but that he repeatedly absented him ’ i
without leave, from his charge. To use Mr. Garstin’s phrase,
done. In this point of view, the necessity or otherwise
material ; and as to the pretexts which Mr. Lister assigns, the Board merel

observo that it seems to them singular that his Presence should have been sz

B | j

Proceedings, 29th August 1866, No, 6,164,

self improperly and
the thing was over.

of the journeys is im-
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frequently and so especially required "at the two extreme points of his division,
and that his anxiety as to his ryots and their cultivation did not lead him to
accompany his camp, and to march through his talugs from point to point.

9. It appears that in the previous year 1873 some correspondence had
passed between Mr. Sullivan, then Acting Collector of the district, and Mr. Lister
relative to a bill submitted by the latter for a march similar to those above referred
to. Mr. Sullivan refused to pass extra tentage for the time Mr. Lister spent beyond
the limits of the district, and in the course of the correspondence informed Mr.

Lister® that in drawing up the bills it
L was incumbent on him to show the
places visited on days for which fentage was drawn. Nevertheless, after Mr.
Garstin’s return to the district, M. Lister again drew extra tentage for such
circuitous marches, and continued to frame his bills, which he always drew up with
his own hand, so as not to show where he was each day during the marches in
question. The form of extra tentage ﬂill was altered in 1870,and a colump introduced

i g TR R to show. where the officer has been each
beyond the limits of the district or :llivvi';ioli." * day during absence from head-qwters,’
| when the quarterly return which bad
been introduced consequent on proceedings somewhat similar to Mr. Lister’s, was
discontinued. In Mr. Lister’s bills, the days oceupied by the marches under
discussion are bracketed together, the intermediate halting places not being
shown at all. Mr. Lister was well aware of the change in the form and of the
object of it; and the Board are of opinion that, seeing that Mr. Sullivan had
objected to the claim for days spent beyond the district, Mr. Lister’s conduct in
again making such claims on Mr. Garstin’s return, without ascertaining his views,

was scarcely honorable or straightfprivard.
10, Mr. Garstin states that he had objected to pass Mr. Lister’s bill for June,

which he returned demi-officially, and that Mr. Lister, having been called in
during Mr. Garstin’s temporary illness to take charge of the Collector’s office, thok
advantage of the opportunity to pass the bill himself. Mr. Lister says that the
objection was to his drawing tentage for days during which he was absent from the
district ; that as he had not done 8o, only fourteen days’ tentage for the whole halt
of twenty days having been. claimed, he conceived Limself justified in passing the
bill after marking the days of absence ; and that, before passing it, he explained this
to Mr. Garstin, who was satisfied. ‘The Board are not concerned to inquire what
actually passed at this conversation; but even if the case be as stated by
Mr. Lister, it would have been better had he left the disposal of the bill to
Mr. Garstin himself. He claiz;ned tentage subsequently, notwithstanding
Mr. Garstin’s objection, for the period of absence in August;and the latter,
unaccountably, passed the bill. |

11, Mr. Garstin brings forward another instance in which Mr. Lister availed
himself of a eircuitous route outside the district to obtain a stay on the Hills with
his family, Itis alleged that he gave over charge of the Sub-Collectorate to
Mr. Sharpat Chinna Salem on the 5th January 1874 ; that it was arranged that he
should do the Virdachellam Jamabsndi as Head Assistant; that he, instead of

* Letter dated 21st June 1873, No, 643.
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. time, during which the matter might blow oyer;

' matter, indicates, it seems to the Board, that; he |
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ordering the Head Assistant’s office fo Vird‘tichel‘lam, arranged that it should meet
him at Chengam (a place in Trinomalai Talug conveniently situated with refer-
ence to the Samul})utti Railway Station and the Salem frontier); that he ‘met it
there on the 16th, having travelled by Yercaud, and immediately despatched it
on a march of 119 miles (vid Tindivanam) to Virdachellam, whither he himself
proceeded again vid Yercaud, and arrived not before the 23rd. His tentage
bill represents him as having arrived on the 21st, and he drew five days’ tentage
for the march, which by the direct road is $0‘ miles.

12. Mr. Lister replies that in the 'first journey he did not exceed his
authorized joining time; that it was necessary to inspect the Chengam Sub-jail,
and that it was most convenient to join his office there; and that he did not
receive intimation that he was to do the YVirdachellam Jamabandi till he got to
Chengam. The Board observe that, evergif this be true, Mr. Lister was not
justified in leaving the district ; and on the whole, there is ample evidence to
show that these ° circuitous journeys” of Mr. Lister’s were in fact, as stated
habitual, and that his bills were prepared sp as not to show his real movements:
Such habitual absence, even with the consa}nt of the Collector, would have been
unjustifiable, and Mr. Lister, who is not in,'experienced, must have known that it
was 80. :

13. The Board now come to the suiéject of the removal by Mr. Lister of
the drafts of his extra tentage bills from thle time he first acted as Sub-Collector
from the records of the Sub-Collector’s oﬁi’e. This removal, as pointed out b
Mr. Garstin, took place at an awkward time; »dz., when Mr. Lister had been callez
upon officially for information as to his absences from the district, and just before
be himself officially stated that he had rﬁo data whence he could give such
information. Mz, Lister admits that h‘o‘cjused the bills to be taken from the
official files. He states that he did so be¢ause he was informed that attem ts
were being made to obtain copies of them‘gsurreptitiously; that he inten dedpt,o
replace them when leaving the district, but found that unfortunately they had
gone by mistake to Yercaud at Christmas ; that he was informed that such documents
were not filed in other offices; that he told his Sheristadar when leaving that h
could not find them, but that it did notmat?ter as they were no longer of any use?
and that he could not have had any other object in taking them but that abov;
stated, as he knew that the original bil’ls‘] could casily be obtained from the
Board’s office. Vit

14. This seems to the Boﬂdﬁ‘“ strongrost point in his defence, and to show
that he could not have removed the d ments with the object of déotroriogs

evidence as to his movements. It ma}f ba : at{ae’lioped to cause delay and to gain
n%;h;is last letter to Mr. Garstin,
ﬁlﬂ;. district would terminate the
| , oard, thath he had hopes of this kind. But, ¢

on his own showing, he has been guilty of 'ﬁioia}!y stating what was falseut;:d“:;

in which he expressed a hope that hzale?

misleading Mr. Garstin by a subterfuge. |Ho had said that the bills were the

sole record of the movements of the Sub-Coliector, and his subse
oy LG T g e v : quent statement
that he had no data whence he could. 99@??{ t'fle.‘{. information wanted, naturally
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led Mr, Garstin to believe that there | were no copies of the bills in the Sub-Col-
lector’s office, and to apply to the Board for the originals. The subsequent state-
ment just referred to was dmtmctly false, for he had the draft bills in his posses-
sion, and though they were framed in such a way as not to show to persons
unacquainted with the matter where he had been on the days in question, the
Board have no doubt that he eould by !heans of them have so refreshed his memory
as to be enabled to state the facts mtli complete accuracy.

15, Mr. Lister does not comnderi it necessary to offer any remarks as to the

employment of his peons at Yercaund. tFrom the statement sent by Mr. Garstin, it
seems that one man was there for 17 months and 25 days; one for 10 months; two
for 3 months each; one for 2 monthk and 5 days; and one for 1 month. They
drew during these periods Rupees 283-5-4. The sum drawn in batta, and paid for
conveyance of records on the four marches between Ammapett and Chinna Salem
in April, May, July and August, as Rupees 201-10-5. Mr. Lister’s extra
tentage for thirty-two days amounted "o Rupees 192.
168, Much of Mr. Lister’s letter consists of recriminations against Mr. Garstin,
and of imputation of unworthy motiyes as inducing him to bring the matter
forward, and as determining the fe "rm in which he has done so. The Board
have designedly abstained from noticing such points, which they consider to be
entirely irrelevant. They are nssing Mr. Lister’s official conduct, not the
relations, private or other, between fr. Lister and Mr. Garstin ; and the question
whethor, $5 ineite him to perform his §dmy . Secaun .cqmred the stimuius of
such motives as are attributed to h , has nothing to do with the matter in
hand. The Board are clearly of o on that it was Mr, Garstin’s duty to bring
what had occurred to the Board’s notice.

17. The Board must record thei opxmon that Mr, Lister's repeated absences
were unjustifiable, his attempts to inquiry unworthy, and that his expla-
nations are disingenuous. They believe thatno other member of the service would
have acted as he has done, and theyrﬁwl it to be their duty, notwithstanding Mr.
Lister’s expressions of contrition, to beg that the Government will signify their dis-
approval in such a manner as will effeciually prevent a recurrence of such conduct.

(True Copies and Extract.)
| (Signed) H. E.STOKES,
Actmg Secretary.
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was kept in the Board’s Office for jifty-four days without being read, I fear lest this
letter, too, should be delayed there, perhaps until after the final disposal of the matter

by Government.
3. The only point to which the Board directed my attention in their first Pro-

ceedings was to my reasons for marching my office backwards and forwards almost

monthly between the two exfreme points of my division ; and I thought the backbone
of the charge was that the marches had been improperly contrived to suit my personal
convenience, and therefore extra tentage improperly drawn.

4. 1 devoted 25 paragraphs of my defence to this question, and after having
given, as I confidently submit, satisfactory und unimpeachable reasons for each and
every march, and explained that T halted at the most populous and important towns
where my presence was most required, I am filled with blank dismay at the Board
speaking of ¢ villages” (paragraph 8) and * ti;\e two extreme points of his division,”
(paragraph 8) and pronouncing the very poqlt —and the only point on which they
asked for explanation,—to be ¢ immaterial,” and declaring that the gist of the offence
is not what it purported to be in the Proeeedlqgs calling for an explanation.

5. The Board only think parenthetically that T was not entitled to the tentage ;
but they make no attempt whatever to dlstmgmsh my journeys from that for which
they expressly ruled extra tentage could be drawn. They are of opinion that the
ruling is entirely inapplicable, though it is not denied, what it really is impossible
for any body to deny, that the cases are purely identical. The charge, howeyer, of
improperly drawing extra tentage seems to be abandoned for one of absence without
leave, and here, oddly enough, the Board make no mention whatever of the fact that
Mr. Sullivan, in an official letter which Ml Garstin never revoked or mochﬁcd
expressly declined to interfere with these clrfLultous Journeys so long as public work
was not obstructed or delayed.

6. In paragraph 10 the Board say they are not concerned to inguire what
passed at my conversation with Mr. Garstin, on which, together with his statement to
Captain Young, whose letter strangely enough the Board have not noticed at all, I
rely to show thatall T did had Mr. Garstin’s approval at the time. The Board dispose
of all my argument based on Mr. Garstin passing the August bill in one word ; he did it

“ unaccountably” an
* Vide paragraph 35 of my second letter. which is s;pponi;l bs?te“\(l)f mga(:zf]s
letter® to me of the 2nd November, that Mra Garstin ever took any objection to my
drawing extra tentage when marching away from the office, the Board say * he
claimed tentage subscquently notmthstandmg Mr. Garstin’s objection.”

7. I deny strenuously that I ever What can by any ingennity be woven
into the semblance of a falschood, and what my own showing is, which the Board say
proves me guilty of officially stating what W%s false, T have not the faintest concep-

tion. Paragraph 15 of Mr. Garstin’s first
lettert distinety proves that the extra
tentage bills are not data from which my
absences could be compiled ; and I hope that Government will compel Mr. Garstin to
rotract his odious charge of falsehood, and to anologxse for havmg made it ; meanwhile,

I find solace in the reflection that— -
“Mendax infamia terret Quem nisi mendosum,”

+ Recorded in Board’s Proceedings of the
11th March.
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8. By thisstrictly accurate statement I never meant or hoped to gain a useless ten
days’ delay by making Mr. Garstin think there were no office copies of the extra tentage
bills; which were no¢ removed from the file to my office box before I wrote the letter of
the 17th November as I can easily prove ; these words were not intended to convey
tha.t idea, aud there can be no doubt that this statement did not lead Mr. Garstin to
believe naturally or otherwise that no office eopies were kept, as is distinctly proved by
the statements in paragraphs 2 and 3 of his letter of the 10th April, No. 150, in which
he says he requested the Acting Sub-Collector to send him the original of the extra
tf“t“ge bills, and to his astonishment that officer reported they ecould not be found.
Now how eould Mr. Gurstin write for them, and be astonished at their not being on the

file .lf h.e really thought, on the recéipt of my letter in November, that there were no
copies in the office ? :

9. And here T must protest agaii;st the unfair and far-fetched inference that
be,cause I thought at the end of J anuary, in the belief that this matter was raked up
with the sole object of getting me removed from South Arcot, that my transfer to
another district would terminate the matter, I had hopes in November that the matter
would blow over.: After the receipt of My, Garstin’s letter of the 16th November,
when the office copies of the bills were still on the file, I well knew that if I remained

i the district he would press the matter to the bitter end, and so said every single
person whom I consulted, 7

10. The Board say my explanatitfns are disingenuous, and possibly they may
haye been, in some measure, induced to i’tsa\y this, in consequence of more than half my
first letter being devoted to a point whirch is now pronounced immaterial, but which
the Board seem to have forgotten was the only one on which they desired explanation.
I can only say that they were not intended to be disingenuous, and that I should
be only t00 glad to give any further explanation on any point which I am considered to
have evaded. I endeavoured to meet the charge fairly, and to go into it thoroughly ;
S onl.y two Members of the service whom I had an opportunity of consulting in
the short time allowed me to put in a defence wero of opinion that I had done so.

11. T much regret that Mr. Garstin’s gratitude did not take the form of pointing
o\lt. to me what he considered wrong, instead of inducing him to express an approval,
wheh it now appears was unreal, and to consent to the August circuitous march which
seem o have been the last straw. From my ready acquiesconce in both Mr. Sullivan
and Mr. Garstin’s wishos directly they addressed me on the subject, Government will
oo that ll that wasnoded was & word of yasming reproof o advics directy I showed

the slighgst tendency to overdo it, of 4o fake an improper advantago of a liberal

concession ; and no part of the Board’s review, in which throughout I feel that but scant
Jjustice has been done me, has cans ~OVIC :

; ) me gnore surprise, or made me feel how thoroughl
t%:ey. S P,m?t& my conduct and "A,"_tiv'ea%mtheir requesting Governmel;xg t.{
signify their dlsappz:oval in Weha i;’a? ai will off sctually prevent a recurrence of
such conduet.  One single word from ﬁa@uﬂmtor would have been sufficient at first ;
the Fi(?a_rd’s expression of disapproval hﬁ%@f course, already cffectually prevented the
Posmbxhty: of‘a recurrence of what ﬂ'ﬁymndemn, and there is nothing im £hose
pape‘;s‘to Justify the suggestion tha I met of control or negligent of warning
or advice. S R R
sk , |
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12. 1 submit that it is not fair to me for the Board designedly to abstain from
noticing Mr. Garstin’s conduct and course of action. If Mr. Garstin disapproved of the
circuitous journeys, I submit that he should have stopped them at the time, and
should not have professed an unreal approval to Captain Young, and to me, and so
lured me on, to the very over-doing of which he now complains. If he really approved
of the journeys, and saw no harm in them, as they did not interfere with my work,
and if his expressions of opinion to Captain Young and to me were honest and straight
forward, then I submit all his duty reguired him to do in October v%gs to teil me that
he had changed his views on the subject, and that thenceforward no such journeys
should be made. ‘\ ,

13. In almost every indtance the Boa.rd, though still counting Sundays, have
reduced the period of absence as represented by Mr. Garstin without making any -
remark upon the general unfairness with which overstated the case. :

14. Lastly, I must remind deernment that the Board have failed to notice that
these fugitive absences in no way interfered with my work, as I proved by quotations
from the letters of Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Garstin. '

15. To sum up my reasons for submitting that the Board’s review does not
adequately notice my defence. . ;

(1.) The point now pronounced immaterial is the only one on which the
Board desired explanation.

(2.) Mr. Sullivan’s official permission vao to march is not noticed.

(3.) Captain Young’s letter is not noticed.

(4.) The inconsistency of Mr. Garst§l’s application to Mr. G. D, Irvine foz
the office copies, with his statement that my letter of the 16th November made him
think there were no copies on the file, is not noticed. ‘

(5.) The testimeny of Mr. Sullivan t%nd Mr. Garstin that my work is always
well and expeditiously done, and that I keep mo arrears, is not noticed.

(6.) The importance of Chinna Salem, Porto Novo, and Chellambrum as
halting places is not noticed, and they are incprrectly described as villages.

(7.) Mr. Garstin’s evident ansmus is fot noticed.

(8.) No attempt is made to disti’ngi{xish my absence from the precedent on
which I rely. :

!

No. 182, OrpER 'mnnnoﬁ, 22nd June 1875, No. 947,

His ExceLiescy the Governor in
Council has given the most careful

| : . consideration to these papers, and has
arrived at the conclusion that the severe strictures of the Board of Revenus on

the conduct of Mr. Lister are fully merifed.

2. It is with great reluctance that His Excellency in Couneil has to record
the opinion that an officer of Mr. Lister's standing in the service has been guilty
of conduct destructive of the contidence necessarily reposed in him.

3. Inattempting to excuse these repeated unauthorised absences from the
district on the plea that the Collector did not interfere to stop the prac tice
Mr. Lister has shown himself wanting in a sense of the responsibility of h;;
position. A wd

Miscellaneous.
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4. H%ﬁﬂ be removed from his appointment of Acting Sub-Collector and
relegated to grade of his substantive ap

he should be re-employed in South
where his conduct must determine
: 5. In accepting the remarks
in Council will only further expr
sooner brought to notice by his

-

" To the Board of Revenus.

Fxd. W. H. Fronch.

of the Board in paragraph 16, His Excellency
ess his regret that Mr. Lister’s conduct was not
official superior.
(Trus Extract.)

SR

pointment, and as it is not desirable that
Arcot, he will be posted to another district
his future promotion.

~ (Signed) A. MACGREGOR,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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*  PROCEEDINGS oF THE BoARD oF R\EVE‘HUE,'dﬁbed l'l,th March 1 875,
Read the following letter from J. H. GARSTLN, Esq., Collecton of South Arcot

i > T v e Ty ;
t IL. E. STOKES, Fieq.y Acting Seorctaryto the Board of Revenue,gatod
s = *wqﬁ*w -

I mave the honor to return herewith Mr. Lister’s extra tentage bills for
February, March, April, May, June, July, and August last, and regret that I am
compelled by that gentleman’s action to report the following matter for such notice
as the Board may think fit to take of it. ‘ '

9. While Mr. Sullivan was acting for me in 1873, some correspondence

passed between him and Mr. Lister as to the latter’s right to charge extra tentage

for periods spent by him without leave beyond the limits of the district. I enclose
- ; copies of ¢ =
* 1, Letter from Collector to Sub-Collector, No. w}}:: e B he c?rreapondence,t from
549, Wited-Srd June 1878 e Tt d&,‘;z ;1 ;Zrd will see that Mr. Sullivan
2. Lotter to Collector from Sub-Tollsctor, No.'  d:salfowe v -
291, dated 16th June 1873, e Lister’s claim to extra

8. Letter from Collector to Sub-Collector, No. tentage on such occasions , while he -

643, dated 23rd June 1873.
4. Letter to Collector from Sub-Collector, Ne.
334, dated 25th June 1873,

expressed his disinelination o interfers
with the movements of any officer under
: ~ him provided public work was not
| s ~ obstructed or delayed. :

3 M “ Lister's practice, which gave rise to the above correspondence, was as
follows :— e used to go with his office either to Ammapett or Chinna Sa'l'em.'the
southern extremes of his sub-divigion, and, starting off from the former place, would
go via Negapatam by rail to Salem and thence to the Shevaroys, whence, after

- spending a few days, be would rejoin the office at Chinna Salem. If he started
from Chinna Salem, the process was reversed. The office travelled by road direct
between the two places a distance of about 78 miles. As Mr, Lister usually
started off on a Saturday afternoon, and counted the march of the office from the
Monday following, he thus was absent from the district on each of these trips for
eight or nine days of which he usually spent five or six on the Shevarcys, while all
work was at a standstill in his sub-division. -

4. How long, and to what extent, this practice had been going on I do not

- know ; but, after my return from furlough, I first became aware of it in the month

. 4




'.'M L

| I waanted. I then wrote

of Jul i ; 7 o
o ht;syp::c :::'Et :l)f Mr. Lister's extra tentage bill for June. 1 was then informed
sk 2o !M;':Wnee nvvasl also told that the matter had come under the notice of
.en whom and Mr. Lister some correspondence had passed, and
b]

that, after Mr. Lister’ £ 5%
; ster’s explanation, Mr. Sullivan was satisfied, or something to

that effect. I have n i
o recollection of havin
ving then seen all the ¢
¢ In my lette : but I wrote demi . ‘-'(;"‘*?Bpondfncer
e ter of the lhh December 1874 by . me-ufﬁcxally e L
s clerical error ** officially” is written. returning his bill for June. I kept no
copy of that letter; and, as Mr. Lister

has carried i instes st
it off instead of filing it on the records, I cannot quote its contents, but

1 know that it was a letter taking objeetion to his bill.

5. About the middle of Jﬂ]}' 1 was taken sgddenly so ill the
and I aceordingly wrote to

% | - : :
forbade my attending to my duties for some days,
I T could resume it myself.

Mr. Lister to come in and keep my office-work going ti

He arrived on the 14th, and by the beginning of August 1 was well enough to
I then took the oceasion of speaking to Mr. Lister

about his method of absenting himself from the district. I cannot reeall the
but during its course he justified his action, and alluded to

and Mr. Sullivan; and, as he informed me that he
proposed, on leaving Cuddalore, to go from Ammapett to Chinna’ Salem, I said
T should raise no objection to his doing 80, his object being confessedly to spend a
few days at Yercaund with Mrs. Lister, whose bealth was delicate. 1 may have
been wrong to consent to his doing this, but he had been doing m¥ work for
shout a fortnight, and I was, therefore, only too ready to oblige him.

6. During my illness Mr. Lister himself passed the June bill, to which b had

objected e

on leave on the 22nd Au

resuge my official duties.

conversation minutely,
what had passed between himself

né(;-I »r_.ead the

gust, and during his abse
d the Board’s

7. He wen
correspondence which had passed between him and Mr. Sullivan an
which Mr. Lister relied to justify his action ; and, on his return in

d explanation as fo his

Proceedings on
October, 1 calle
absences during
in the absence ©

formation an
me no explanation, and said that,

ble to give me the information
(now returned)
That letter
the district

d on him officially for in
the year. He replied, but gave

{ the necessary data, he was una
to the Board, and got his extra tentage bills

which were sent t0 him, and I theu repeated my call more explicitly:
was dated the 11th December ; but Mr. Lister, though he did not leave
&l the 28thof January following, never replied, but on the 25t
returned the bills with the expression of a hope that his removal from the dis
might terminate the only official difference we bad had. '
8. I should have been glad to have been able to let it be 805 but Mr. Lister,
Ph 5, 10 which

by the position he took up in his lotter of the y7th November, paregraph & 12 50y
;ssion for absenting himself a8 be did, &0

he claims to bave the Collector’s perm

the Board’s orders for drawing extra tontage for the time occupied by those
| mmlﬂ me no option but to lay the matter pefore the Board which I do
with the following remarks, enclosing, at tho same time, for the Boards informatior;

ict

£ iha doctor |

h J anuary '
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* 1. Letter from C
. n “ollector to Sub-Collector
No. 1.235, dated 28th October 187+~ ©1ce® which has passed b
ed between Mr,

. Letter to Csllector fr
- om Sub-Collect 1
Leaeox“ 732;11(1333?113&1 November 1874?}" Jipien ind myself,
. . m Collector to Sub-Collector 9 e
No. 1,324, dated 16 : 7 phkBoard's, Misae
ated 16th November 1874.  ecedings of 1866 \,s Miscellaneous Pro-
y No. 6,164, do not, in

2
3
4. Letter to Collector fro
, m Sub-Collector,
4 No. 738, dated 17th November 1874, ™Y opinion, in any way justify M
ify Mr. Lister
: ,

. Letter from Collector to - . .
} Leljti} ]’::7601?:2& glg‘htﬁeal&(zgllleggz, ;Ilther in travelling from Ammupett vi
o, 54, dated 25eh J;ﬁusyu?éggnecm, egapatam, Salem, and  the pett via

| ‘ 75, Hills to Chinna Salem anls S.hevaroy
fratuchml - . orindrawi | Bn et v i
,:;l\,;r;tz j:a ;I;:;; ltshrcl’zean;]ogy wl.latever in my o;)iniorx;gb:g:ef:;age it ia
reo d,wn ca,w 0 ‘.z;)oeedmgs (and on which Mr. Listerle 0;59 s v
Cuddapah by a‘circt‘xitouse -t],rmer’ Mr. Smith travelled down for h;e Sl v
P Ry entitledmtl V:;a? route and went to Madras on his adanapally to

matter to the Board, who r‘; dmw mntagerduri“g such journe “};ay" and, being -
@iyt time,’ o llll ed he was entitled to tentage becauZe’ he ot the
week there en route, while h? g(;ile tg Midres during fa race-week- 5 t;‘avelled rt
there would, I adnr’xit h 81’? fice was marching from Madana all, e pprhgy
Lister’s and,l have : ;Ve o strong analogy between phi B
s u’{d tAhe Boardn};)a 'oubt that_h? would then not have claim :d case. and Mr,
sl Tt Lve pésse;i it if he bad. Whether Mr, Li extra tentage,
ge which he hgs drawn under cover o r. Lister was entitled

quoted or not is, bowever, a it which it now 1 er of the Board’s Proceedings -
but. even if, by straini , & point which 1t now.rests with the B ¢ =
(w}{ich = , by a_mmg thg_a let_ter (_;f those Proceedines. it "i}rd to decide ;
1 cannot admit), I maintain that his repeated absgn‘ce may be held he was

& 8 were most impmp 28T

~ It.is curious to see, botwaen the lst'A-pmi]-léﬁd Slst Decenber 1
ther 18T dghow long M.
i

Lister was absent beyond the limi ’
; _ , ; he limits of his distriet Sy
c;lc;;‘lahon.of the time spent by him at Cuddalore an ;nd division, omitting all
the Easter and Christmas holidays. - . 2 4 i pn e Shevarbys dﬁri“‘g
10. On the 81st March ‘accod“ b ot B s :
T 3 r ing to :!_us extra tentape hill - ST
li to :it:rSEa:n:fugjggk?:Zhl' dHIS April bill shows h'i‘x: g‘e‘ :1):)1 lwlﬁ)r S
; Ay A B days, six onl 2 ~where” from the
o ST s o Bbastoe L5 ok o s ,S hevaro); ;mere ganctxoned holidays, and zhel;:
H 5 ; cLg 1 ’ ¥ 4 s :
appare:tlwasretshus gpparent]y absent two days without leave.
S e harge of his office at Chinna Salom R el Mk
a0 e ve; thogg fo‘nr days being bracketed as bein' | remained there till -
is division, the object of his journey there being g:sle';:a‘:i(?hinna'sﬂem
- ing Jamabandi work ; but ¥

am informed that, though he reached Chinna Balem’on Thursday th
S e ch, he left ‘it o

again on the afternoon of Saturday, the 11th, en route »i4 Yercaud d
3 ! . ap an Nega s
patam

to Ammapett, to which last-named place his office-people were d
0 ere espatch e‘d:Ol )
Ton

Monday, the 13th. How lon
g ‘ g they took to
L y took to get th
hiI:t:- r!ilf;!fars to have reached Ammapett on Snnda?“e t'(}ixzeign(’t appear, but "Mr.
8 e probably was Monday. Sunday, by ﬁ,ié'al ﬁzh The real day of
, g as an officer is away from his head-quarte ga' fiction, is a dies non
§ ik rs and within his division
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-absent a week or more

BN s

‘:;n?;;tem;:; a;:nlzls;s his ;ents with him, he is as much entitled to charge extra
chan tos Sundayaa: Or any other dﬂyz but I do not think he is entitlfad to
Saaliedia ofﬁéi;ﬂly rpﬁnt.be)'().nd the limits of his distriet; still les_s is he
Setovisy s Suuday .fe].)urtmg himself as within the limits of his distrlct‘ on a
e At hi L in fact he was not so. If Mr. Lister rejoined his office on
S e léz;ve dmi;)st?f;ms‘to have .boeu absent from the district only eleven days
twelve days in all R pril; but if he rejoined on the Monday, he was absent

without leave, for the whole of which time he charged extra

Mon;;:):- é:; 3118?}'; :::e April mationvre was reversed. Leaving Porto Neve ot
Mr, List::l‘ himself’ e Sub-Collector’s Office set out for Chinna Salem, 75 miles,
patam, which he ﬂphp arently starting on Saturday afternoon, the 16th, .for Nega-
thus e’uablinn ks retac &, n? doubt, in good time for the Sunday mormng tf‘a.ll;:
at Chinna S:lemm 'Ol‘lll:ass mxﬁda.ys at Yercaud, and rejoin his office onh the 398':
to have been here repeat::ne ¢tion about rejoining on Sunday, the 24th, appe
o 6‘131_:: J u:e Mr, .Lister,.according to his bill, took three daya.--the é.l(r:h;l 5::;
T Pemi:k;;:;n Tittagudi to Chinna Salem, a distance of 40 ml’les, wb;;} e
Tittagudi on th y slow travelling ; but, in fact, he went from .erdacbe;h an;th
thlcbthe i e 3rd, and thence to Chinna Salem, where he ?rnved on 20;1 : t(;
the 8th f, d ks pm‘t,.of the office on this occasion were waiting from the
T'e t t?r him at Chinpg Salem. The reason for his taking 80 long to go from
: ;tt:;gudl :) C.hinna Sfalem 1 beliove to be that he travelled via Yercan'd; hcl;:eeve;,:
Chinn;;orgel himself in his extra tentage bill for that month as havmlg Q;for
1% drs ai :m from the 7th to the 218t inclusive, though, as he only ¢ l'arf{udin
Bund ’ “f*y be presumed that he was as usual eight days .avt"sy in g
andays.  This was the bill T objected to, and which he passed himself. A blac
Ting now surrounds five of the days. If Li Lister drew that, it may be supposed
it wals3to iIndicate the days he wasya;&'ay f-

59 i July the office ! ott
arriving (fn the 13th, the jaurn:;t;hze;:ga : . t,‘:,,ﬁ;?;gwn’ longer since April, inas-
;:\:c: }?sl in the Apg‘il. bill it is set down £P:o miles, and six marches are charged
¥ : : e in July it is set down gs 73, and requiring seven marches. Mr. Lister
t'hmse f PTOI‘)ably‘left Chinna Salem on Saturday, the 4th, and arrived on the 13th,

us absenting himself beyond the district during nine days. 7

Sl similar performance was executed backward from Ammape

to Chinna Salem, and Mr, Lister seems to have taken thé'usual nine days over 1t.

To the best of m i his wife in
¥ recollegtio P his going to see
byl gto cx‘nyself now for con-

August, I limited the time ¢
et time to five days, I take blame paesd
:;::?;m t':lﬂf- o all, but the )t;ircumstances wore peculial', :n : S?nnfu:'l:
o S fulty determ; ed to suoh absonces ter s re g
15, Mr. Lister’s leay A o hich date he relieved
' € expired on the 2nd October, 0B W
Mr. LeFanu, but he almost immediately agail:l returned to the Shevaroys, and w::;
withaut my knowledge or consent. His extra tentage bi

nk from the 1st to the 17th or 18th.

starting on the 6th and

for October shows a bla
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16. At Mr, Lister’s particular request I gave my consent to his being absent
for five days during the second or third week of December in order to escort
Mrs. Lister to the Shevaroys, her accouchement being expected in the end of
December and her travelling during Christmas week being out of the question, I
gave my consent readily, which Mr. Lister took advantage of in what I consider
an improper manner by absenting himself for eight days and running the whole
into the Christmas holidays. 1 consider he was, in honor, bound to return to the
district after the five days were over, even though the next ensuing two days were
native holidays. At the same time, had he asked me to consent to his starting
on the Sunday and taking the whole week’s leave, I should certainly not hav:
refused him under the eircumstances.

17.. The Board will thas see that their Proceedings have been so worked b
Mr. Lister that he has been as far as I can make out from his extra tentage billz
and in the absence of any reply to my call for explanation from him absent:
beyond the limits of the district for 55 or 57 days without my knowl;dge or
consent in nine months, besides the two periods for which he had my consent to be
twice absent for five days as detailed below ;—

In April 11 or 12 days, of which extra tentage was charged for all but 3 days.

y» May. 9 days, do. do. - for all.

» June 12 ) (twice absent) -do. do.

pyouly 9 do. do.

b Aug 9 33 do. dO. do. do.

» Octr. 7 or 8 days, none. 3

;y Decr. 8 days, none.

sl 1T e A G i
Deduct 10 days taken with my knowledge.
55 days. f}.&ﬂ i ,;f

18, I do not consider that Mr. Sp‘lliva’n’s expression in the last para'crraph of
his letter of the 21st June 1873 could fairly be construed to sanction such :epeated
and long absences as Mr. Lister’s, and I cannot, therefore, admit that that gentle-
man had Mr. Sullivan's leave so to absent himself from the district.

19. ‘But, though I consider Mr. Lister’s absences highly improper and
unauthorized, and his claim to draw extra tentage during such absences untenéble
I do not consider that these acts are by any means the worst part of his behaviour;
I find that he habitually drafted his extra tentage bills himself and had them.
copied in the office, so that he is solely respousible for the mauner in whicl the
are drawn up, and that manner, I am obliged to say, is, in my opinion Purpoa-ely
deceptive, and in consequence most reprehensible. No person lookinur,at anyhon);
of Mr. Lister's bills for April, May, June, July, August, or October W?)ulrl be able
to tell at once that he had, during any one of those months, been beyond the limits
of the district for a single hour. I, at least, should never have guessed guch
absences from them, and I do not suppose the Board would have either, T am of

opinion that, when the Board did away with the special report which, under Stand
. ’ ; x

forall but 6 days.- A4 fe *;f;?{f- |
for all but 1 da,y_ e ;-. B
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No. '1,294.
f; ProozEDIiNGS OF THE BOARD OF Révnuuz, dated 14th May 1875.

& | ' Read again Board's Proceedings, dated 11th March 1873, No. 594, and 17th April ﬁ N
3§ o , 1875, No. 957. ; »

e - Lo il e DTN R e
e L e e TR e
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Read also the following letters :—

§ YA From A. L. LISTER, Esq, Acting Sub-Collector of North Areot, to H. k.
& f i ; STOE_K 58, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Vellore,
‘1 19th March 1875, No. 166.
- T map the honor to receive on the 15th instant Board’s Proceedings, No, 11,
i of the 11th instant.
} 2. 1 approach the subject, I confess, with considerable difidence, for it
e appears from the last paragraph of these Proceedings that the Board have already i
= formed an opinion on the subject adverse to me. '
{ z R 3. It is quite impossible for me to reply to the whole of Mr. Garstin’s
letter without referring to records in South Arcot, and this I cannot do in the
soven days allowed me to answer a charge which Mr, Garstin took six months to
mature and three weeks to write.
i T+ Wiaet on which I am unable to touch is mooted, kgh
| 8l by Mr. Garstin in paragraph 5; in the first four lines of which I
natice thrée nia. .4l inaccuracies, which must lead any one to an entire misconcep-
el tion of the facts. ! -
. 8% 5. 1 must therefore reserve the right of submitting a fur $
ol about the events of July last, if the Board finally decide 0?1 mbm?:;;ge:l;::a;ﬁ:; |
for the orders of @overnment; I hqv;e a great deal to say about J uly, but it would ";T'“
not be within the power of the Board of Revenue to dispose of the present refor-
ence if I brought it forward now, and besides this I do not wish to bring it t
forward at all, and I hope I may not be compelled to do 80 ; it must, however. be
distinetly understood that I do not admit the many inaccuracies in ;Mr. Garst’in’s
letter, because I have not traversed them now, but I reserve to myself the libert
of pointing them out if this explanation is not considered satisfactory anz
conclusive. '
6. Mr. Garstin’s ostensible charge against me is that I drew‘f extra fentage
for periods for which I was not entitled thereto; and he clearly Iq;ads the Boafd
~ toiinfer, though he says so by implication and not in express terms, that T selected
Porto-Novo and Ammapett at the eastern end of my division and Chinpa. Salem
at the western end for a series of reversible manceuvres adroitly arfhnge d 80'55 7
necessitate a long march during the progress of which I could, by pr 38

: : : : : Y pressing beyond
its meaning a liberal ruling of the Board’s in 1868, contrive a fow '
for myself. Py '“; dazs” holigey
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: : candour tha

7. Mr. Gartin further 80¢8 on to tell the Board with ;:t;z]n;. not of an iso-

he became aware :

5ays June in g demi-officig) 1 bave reserved,

my “ practice” of g
because I hag 4
‘e, and hg the

: vid Yereaud,

8. Mr Gars
his office work

He

- rgcﬁcqﬁ
aking sych marches, and that with a knOWIledgfoO:e:l:; & oblige
one his work fop a fortnight in July, he was only tt to Chinna Salem
refore consented to my travelling from Ammape

tin’s evaneg
going in Jyl
J7Urney, but earpjed him 4

e

: : itude, that
W4y 80 far from the paths of mﬂex!l}ﬂ?bizzgnnu. dc:
he Countersigneq my extra tentage bill for August which exhi

ich he
nd which
for tentage for the days during which he knew I was at Yercaud, a
BOow says he considers unggy

any mistaken motives of
considers dishonesty, the

‘vhich
clearly entitjeq would amoypg ¢, considerably more than the 3.6in1;‘.’p°°'

- Garstin noy regrets having connived at my dishoneatly-recelY

9 M Mr. Garss:

disoonﬁnuance *w
why does he
for whigh
bermisgion
month with

t he
ived at wha
gratitude towards me should have connived

id b
by did he &3 mﬂi
Teport it now » The Board must remember that th':h "‘g’r Gasstin'’s
ch"ged extra tentage Was made in Auguat last wi v

- bill for the!
and consent, gyq that he eountersigned the extra tentage

i distriot 08
the knowledge that T hag been beyond the limits of the .
daymfonwhieh extra BES: thg‘ :

4’1‘,1 i
stin’s présent report has m: nafion, and, in
tives which will not bear exam

tentage wag charged,

Ore most *o8pectfully submit that it becomes a que®
: Gar

16 of his
d here specially refer to paragraph e
| . disputed
M. TIn this Paragraph it 4 courtesy which I think m.'g::(::h“ 8 sub-
and in whag | tannot byg style an unenglish manner, Mr., Garstxhlu b ave shp Ry
| Seting iqt" offi¢ial Correspondence I feel sure I sh o6 of mine nof
Board i, regretting, and 1 reports officially an absen
authorizeq by the leay,

» " n :
© rules to whigh e gave his consent readily,” 2
during whigh 1o extra ey

no necs"

tage was charged and which, therefore, had

STy conneetioy With the Present complgint. in the hands d.ﬁ’
12, Aboyt this absenee | %an only say I am entirely in the

Board; | pyyy alwa

& unau
s underatood a Collector’s ready consent to-an
leave to meay «

1"
ice of it;
ma otice .
" " you Y 80 as far gy T am concerned ; 1 shall take non
but Mr, Garstin

Complaing thyg | not only availed myself of, but
advantage of hig ¢ read

ek
. +as holid
Y congapg» 8nd ran the whole into the chmm‘:;'oooﬂ”y‘ :
while I was in hongy boung to return to my closed Cutcherry ont ho did not

unmi.taknb]y leldl the Board to understand ‘hﬂmg ‘b,ent
consent to thig ATangement ; by oloarly says that he agreed to my ing this lea¥®
for five days in the Second op third weak in December, but that "mn'hich honor
into bolidays yaq taking ap i Per advantage of it in a manner ;

t of
lated instance of such a march, bu

: Il keeping
cent gratitude for what he is pl?ased toac:oundabo“‘ ‘
Y Was not confined to consenting to

one from
able and dishonest ; I deeply regret that any
: wWas__
: think I —
more 8o as the honest reward to which I

§ its
: ot direct =l |
usidered the practice wrong, why du% he;:ncﬁoned oy
sanection it once more ? and, having

AT i acni e -

- : R I T )
AT p«.«gqg ¥
TR SRR L k‘- v .
bs. p TR

ith wi I now beg to
: aking faith with me. . i
. his excuse for bre o Nl
forbade, and this s;zms (;:,-:;n’:sdgmi-oﬁicial f the 146 November;
_refer the Board to Mr.

v w & w i ongl
: ua i this does not str ng

; vt : 1 leave or would gladly consider hether b
I ean’t give you cas

Za m you you w 3 Vi this report was
h upporf the view that
T note that you wish to go sup

I gather from your

- - lll 2
i : ofives which wi
bolidays and to dictated by personal m
i Ke Christmas
to the Hills for ¢

start five days before they begin,

ination ; and if anything
bear examination ; an
permission 10 go there DO
- -4 X -~ n
I willingly give yo

' unfair-
. b 8 ded to show the
d shall make no objection if further is nee
2 a
for the holidays, an

irit in whioch Mr. Garstin has®ap-
days in advance under the spirit 1n w:hmh ject, I would point to
you go away five days in proached this subject, bsent for
circamstances. his representing that I dwas 4 ;e one a
: . Sundays an
ey hout naming thaﬁ; of the_ elght’ o da‘}s e '
ioht days withou 3 T that any
:agzetted holiday. t going to argue that two bla(c}ks ?al’xse pzr:v:::,c:ndfme Sy
iR S hostility on Mr. Garstin he Board who has
fairness and priv. but I ask any Member of t e :
aniount of un 3 has been, but I ask inion of me to read it
fault of mine, l.f f,‘ault ther;d formed thereon an adverse OPm-IZZ‘ with which I now
read Mr. Garstin's ft:t?rnatum to qu defence on the only poi
1 the ; & :
over once more, ar Al
propose t() deal- . laint purportﬂ tQ be a'bout o the e.x:rzo thiB (gjie point
il s Ofdcoi'n }; which he was not entitled thereto ; .
PR iods fo :
Mr. Lister for perio R : bstan.
:zly I will now address mg siltf; complete and satisfactory defence if I su
: I subm S
15. I think that , . 's Miscel-
s o points. identical with that reported in Board’s
e PTh t my absences are iden
y Y at 1 : No. 6,164. . : course
1§neuﬁﬂ SO o;’:’fsf:z’xt mart;hes were bond fide made in the D:gzin::yarrange
e : vre
(2.) That these glkalli” g places, and that I d}d not ?lxino:;e e
of work from the ?;;l?'ua e get a few days holiday while ”
e my. -
marches as to ena

§ sincerely,
(Signeg)onr J. H. Garstin, -

was most necessary.
) re my presence
~ ing, but that I went whe

d to the first point, I would observe that there is nothing in
16. With regard to

) : hat he so **
lead the Board to suppose : '
tor of Cuddapah to : ; 4 el
the letter of the .COlfeih: Collector never said 80, and it would be ua::gudda o
e tllltffgf by such a route;itis 77 miles from Madanapully
save time by travelli pa

iles of road are saved
from Madanapully to Colar, so although 21 miles of roa
and 56 miles rom

: road ; he travelled quickly, speflt s
time was this~—~he.saved gimzzlf}&:;a:? :l::i avoi:ied pitehing two or three.rtm:z
few days with h:l;'ﬂ: dyonddapah, and so got more comfortably from poi

' adanap ; ‘
;z(i;::en M : the cases are not analo.gous, because! fhe Couectore :]:
17. Mr. Garstin saYldmk in the race week ; if he had gone in the racedwmr
Cuddapah did not go s s strong analogy petween his case an %
‘“there would, I admit, have the foree of this argument because.l did not go ; o
Lister’s 3", I :;:‘HZ&: :n:c:: eeither; the Collector went to Madras in July 1866 for
Yercand in

he now com- A+
distinetly agrees to what e R
14th November 1874, plains about, and I ask the
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il road are added ; the only sense then in which the Collector sa
236 miles of rail roa
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::e of meing his family who were staying there. I went to Yercaud for
Ll: o 4 Lone and the cases seem to me to be peculiarly analogous. T suppose-
m;,ﬁ:';:f °1eamm!w“k point is, that the Collector of Cuddapah did rot 5‘::0!1)
bappil £ {but Mr. Garstin forgets here that many men, of whom
*PPEY am one, derive more pleasure from their families than from race horses.

ﬂblel:cse.s :;h &.reforg submit with respect and confidence that all my march’ing
of the visit : :in.:v"y respect similar to the case I have quoted even to the ObJO:
diﬁnguish’ ;:th any subtler brain than Mr. Garstin’s or mine should be able ;
IR i een t.he two cases, at all events I claim, and I feel sure tl.!e Bo.ﬂfl
and to havey chae c(lia "M, t0 have honestly bhelieved them to be purely xdenttczit’
conceded, I do nzgte extra tentage accordingly ; but if the right so to e
is surely ¢ #ee how tho extra tentage can be denied, for no Revenue UHic
Y expected to movye g heavy camp 70 miles for nothing.

wish lni.thithlfgr 'tc? ab:mn falka'abo“ “ straining the lotter of those Proceedings,” I
Proceedings ca be. tra"fed In my favor, but I cannot see how the letter of those
s t-heif - lt] stral.ned 80 as not to include my case. I claimed to come
of timeg aﬁ'ec:; :1:] : Obmfua and only meaning, and I do not see how the mlmb‘f"
- e qu?stlon; if it was right to do it once, it was right to do 1t
five times i D0 number of pluses can make a minus; no pumber of

g::d ddir?ft my attention to showing the reasons for moving

Bappy in focling supg g - "™ th¢ 140 extreme points” of my division, snd Tam

7 2. @ extreme = the. Board wil] be fully satisfied with my explanation. -

# Ofticers nearly llwap h[:; o K}l"ac""cm and Chellumbram talngs where Be. . 3
population of 5 Oooy‘ *3 Chinna Sulom iy the largest town in the taluq ,Y‘d“
long halt is e’ver ao:d]., & public bungalow, and a Post Office ; I do not believe 2

. 190 in Kullagureh; taluq except at Kullacurchi or Chinna
are nine miles apart,

22, Amm : .
| o tame of the public bungalow one mile from the town ok 3

Chellambrgyy, -
m ; Chellumbram and Portmeo, with a population of 15,000 800

9)000 souls res i
» FeSpectivel .
Places for Revenye Om{;e:atf,b ® most important towns in the talug, and the

el halt at both for public work and for private m
‘earest tree to the Salemu therofore see that I did not pitch a tent under the

= | ‘e to rup :

18506 5 did the .mm‘tb:”n YO:‘:aud. And this, I tako it, is the real questi
“Teoncoct marches, mg -
. NEnyrg W

brivate pers conVBnienoo : ork

U4, 81 must aql
really wag ghe case, vg#'::l:

on 6t

¢ome in the ordinary course of work of 'm’
y aud contrive improper arrangemonts for ™

e : '
i acarehi g i May, going back again to Chollur™

o S0 CNENE B Kuliacurobi taluq in Augaet ?

didI -

m frontier ang devise a long march from extreme poinds 88 0S5

. v . * »
'd to allow me to change their question 0 :lh:q it
Wha the Necessity for my going to Chellumbram = F
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25. During five marches, extra tentage was charged, althougl; I personally
travelled by what may be called circuitous routes,

1. In April from Chinna Salem to Ammapett,
2. In May from Porto-Novo to Chinna Salem.
3. In June from Tittagudi to Chinna Salem,

4. In July from Chinna Salem to Ammapett,

5. In August from Ammapett to Chinna Salem.

26. In thelong (70 miles) marches I always worked unti] late on the Satur-
day evening, and was at work again before 8 on the Monday'morning. Mr. Garstin
says Sunday is a dies non and then calls this nine days ; 1 call it 81X, and as I never
took any other monthly holiday but this marching Saturday, five working days only
were consumed on the march; Mr. Garstin, in his elaborate and exhaustive attack
has not contended that an unduly long timeé was consumed on the marches, alﬂlougli
the point was mooted by me in my letter of the 13th November, No. 730, and so
I need not defend myself where T have not been assailed, b

27. I believe when a Revenue Officer is on cireuit he js entitl‘ed to extra
tentage on Sunday even though he may be meditating elsewhere than in his
tents; this, however, is a very small matter, and if the Board think it should not
be drawn, there is an end of it; but I believe Revenue Officors generally who leaye
their camp on Sundays whether to shoot orto go to Church do not, therefore, lose
their claim to extra tentage for that day.

28. I will at once state here that I spent the greater part of six months
October to March, in Virdachellum talug, and Iintended to spend all the time untii
I went away on leave in Chellumbram and Kullacurehi talugs.

29. Assoon as the Jamabandi of Kullacurchi was over, I wanted to get to
Cheliumbram {or” the Jamabandi of that taluq ; for I had, as in the two previous
years, the Jamabandi of the three sub-division talugs to do. Thardly sk 1
need give any further reason for the first march from Chinna Salem to ‘Af;lmapett' :
if, however, any further reason is wanted, I would remind the Board that a.lom;
and unaided I was firmly resisting the famine clamour, and I was ﬁaturally
anxious to get to Chellumbram where the ryots, who are as turbulent, well-to.do
and wealthy as their neighbours in Cuddalore and Villapuram talugs, were
clamouring to come in for the same lavish remission that was being gratited 80 freely
in the adjacent talugs. ,

30. When the Jamabandi of Chellumbram talug was ovor, I wished to
return to Kullacurchi taluq, and did so by march No, 2, and I made a long halt
with my office here of six weeks, with the exception of two Journeys over which
I bad no control.

31. If Mr. Garstin wére not bandying about charges of dishonesty and
dishonor, T should think it quite enough to tell the Board that I considered my
duty called me there, and I should expeet to be believed. If the Board will refer
to the many representations I have made about the inadequacy of «the Revend
establishment in Kallacurchi talug, which I have described  in official corr (-3
spondence as the  neglected corner of the district, ” and which I ventur te
think is better off than it was before I took an interest in it, T-do ot sris eano
body will wonder at my wishing to spend some ﬁinw there myself; for I haﬁ
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.talug, as the unchecked Clurna

- horses which had carrj

great reason to believe, and T still think, that revenne is largely withheld in that

: ms have discovered their power and, in my opinion,
withhold revenue largely; they systematically evade writing the cultivation
account x.nonth by month, and this fasli I paid a great deal of attention to the subject,
f({r tb.e importance of this account is increased tenfold this vear by the order
;ixrz;ctmg second-crop assessment to be levied for a second Crop grown on one ¢rop
and.

32. I hope the Board will
registered in Kullacurchi u
dats in the fiy
or not.

33. Since my return from privilege leave in October 1873 I Lad not made
a ¥0ng halt except during Jamabandi in Kullacurchi talug, and I was simply
doing what Government and the Board wish in spending some time there, and I
do not think my worst enemy can call this a eoncocted march.

34. [ remained in Kullacurchi talug until the 4th July, with the ‘exception
of two absences over which I had no control. A notice without my knowledge or
consent was put in the Gazette that I would muster pensioners at Virdachellum on
the lst, 2nd, and 3rd June ; the ha'“-year was drawing to a close and the Tittagudi
Subsidiary Jail had to be inspected before the end of the month ; my week’s work
there was 93 miles marching, mustering all the pensioners, inspecting a distant
Jail, and two days’ office at Virdachellum.

35, Mr. Garstin says I travelled rapidly ; so I do, but even my indefatigable
energy ean’t make bullocks pull tent bandies quickly over wretched roads; so
though I rode 33 miles on the first and 20 miles on the 3rd June, I could not get

, in gimple justice to me, call for the cultivation
P to end of August in this fasli, and up to the same
e previous faslies, and then say whether my labour has been in vain

bagk to Chiuna Salem at the same rapid rate, for I had Some Ui my servaute at

Virdachellom and soma at Txttagudx and none at Chinpa Salem; so it was
impossible for me to have lived at Chinna Salem, even if I had made a-couple of
: ed me upwards of 50 miles in three days perform a 40-mile
jonrney on the fourth i 1 was eredibly informed by my peons and lascars that it
took them four hours to get the tent bandies one mile between Tittagudi and
K}xlerdar; this is
tingered, and I feel sure my explanation will he considered satisfactory.
= 36. .'I'he Board will therefore soe that this journey to Virdachellnm.and
agudi was not of My arranging; the Treasury Deputy-Collector (1 believe,
ynﬁng away from records) ordered t,he' one. and the other was obliged to be made
before the 30tk June, and could not have b,een postponed or more conveniently

arranged.
3. vl 1 nd, as is usual
. wn) - Wanted to pet. back to Chellumbram to Bpend,
with all Sub. O ined to have a
B e s u?,ollectors, some time at Porfo Nevo, and I had determined to

i halt in
o 2are o check the collections. I had, to0, made a longer
Kullaaksureg‘xrhtnltvq than any Sub-Colicetor had ever previously made.
. 18

I have dong f, i h Arcot has never been
iced r the sub-division of South Arc¢ 5
. wkuowhdged in any way ; but when I went there in December 1871

té:v:::i? s C&pecially in Ohellumbram, bhad attracted the attentions of
9% 8nd spooial orders had been issued about them.

:
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39. T went closely into the matter and satisfied myself that in the sub-
division alone there was a permanent embezziement of nearly half a lakh, d.e., nearly
50,000 Rupees were always fructifying in the pockets of officials; it was allowed
to stand as an arrear until the collection for the following fasli began, and then
was paid into the treasury in October out of current collections, which were then
falsely shown to be in arrears. S :

40. In September 1871 I stopped all this; I spent nearly the whole month
in Chellumbram talug and did Tahsildar’s work, and collected upwards of
40,000 Rupees out of a 60,000 Rupees balance,

41. I am mentioning this now not to claim any credit or to ask for any

praise, but simply to show that my interest in the Chellumbram collections was
not a new thing, not a suddenly awakened impulse suggested by the convenience
of a cirenitous long march ; I was mercly carrying on the system of administra-
tion which I had introduced with such succea*:at at the end of last fasli 97 per
cent. of the demand had been collected in the sub-division against 81 per cent
in the rest of the district. : .

42. 1 cannot refrain from noticing here the extraordinary statement gt the
conclusion of paragraph 3 of Mr. Garstin’s letter, that all work wasat a stand-still
in the sub-division ; this paragraph throughout purports to be a description of
the practice which gave rise to the correspondencvf with Mr. Sullivan, and tells of
imaginary visits to Yercaud, not one of which was made. If Mr. Garstin really
means that work came to a stand-stillin Mr. Sullivan’s time, I beg to refer to
paragraph 2 of the Collector’s letter; No. 643, of the 21st June 1873,—* your work,
I am bound to say, has always been well and expeditiously done;” if Mr. Garstin
means that work came to a stand-still last year, I wonder how he can reconcile

“ the statement with the following remark ho made in 2 demi-officic] lotter of the

28th Oetober last, ““it is no argument in its favor that you have no arrears.
That is an argument for abolishing the Sub-Collectorate.” i

43. 1 do not, for reasons alrcady stated, wish to write about the occurrences
of July, nor could 1 do so with accuracy, without' referring to records in South
Arcot; if the July question is brought into discussi%l_ will explain satisfactorily
why I signed my June extra tentage bill along with those of the other divisional
officers. ’

44, On managing to get away from Cuddalore I spent three days at
Ammapetf, and wound up arrears there, and then went to Kullacurchi, as I had
promised the Curnams I would look after their cultivation accounts ; but for
this journey I need make no defence, for it was made with the Collector’s consent
and knowledge, and he approved of the circuitous route.

45. Now I ask which of these marches was wrong, which was ingeniously
contrived, craftily concocted, or improperly arranged to suit my personal con-
venienece ? Let me have a specific charge to meety and I have no fear about coming
out of the confliet with unblemished honor. Let me be told what place I stayed
at to which duty did not call me; where I ought to have gone to if I put myself

in the wrong place, Mr. Garstin saw monthly the places I halted at, and he never.

orally, demi-officially, or officially suggesteq that I was spending a moment of time
at a place where my presence was not required,
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3 :;irsé:an?lo: 2‘;& f;iejr“;di.‘%ﬂant at the way in which I have been treated by
argument between us: I co:c'zdtxz tell me v?'hat he wanted ; there has been no
from repeating, ﬂnxio’us tl‘x()u;r} CI ’evcry pol.nt he advanced ; but I cannot refrain
thRi it sonns TRpoasiiie o 1 gh 1 am to uf’oul .tho 'style of ?unguage he has used,
10 making this report with hilvl[]n tu. reconcile his claim t.o bc:mg actuat.et.l by duty
and with havige Sireiion: 8 Kll‘ﬂ"’lng consented to the ~cm-mtuus march in August,

47, 1 hav: s n:ri)v. ‘l(;«l&:::d UJS (’-xt?‘u‘tcntagn for the days of absence.
deceptive bill; the deceit sous 1 - o 0" ¢barge of preparing a_purposely
Sy ¥ personal]\»—w;m l:l}s m‘l'ns opinion to eonsist in my not lm.vmg stated
1n the bills that I wasiabsm'xtl’. 1'0 office was marching, and with not having entered
bills as I was fanoht 'to 1:1 : r"”": my camp on Sundays, I have always 'prepm'cd
bracket, the dk‘i'?: "}Umuri:il)*;"‘f tucu'x at Cuddapah and Chicacole, showung, by a
not profess to .\'.:'.i»:';w w.hurc (I )",/, ‘“ly Ca'm])-et_luipngc in the journey ; the bills dc';
refer to Mr. Garstin’s state wagmyself on these marching days, so I need only
his movements,” to rcj"r:tn:;‘nt U were ol (oatnad Ht‘“]i“_usly " cun'ccnl
SRR it h;m;e]fu:t he shcn.zld have (,,'Ulnhfs‘(tendtf(! to nnpute‘mot]x.\;;*s
show with i al;‘curac ;: reporting what .hc- hehcved'to be facts ; er hi f
Sundays which | hm”e 5 );:_W :jem I was on halting ‘lf‘y"" fvnt‘h t'he e.xccptwn‘:
that Revenue Officers alv\;'i“g":t betjom » \f’hethcr Mr. (J‘arstu'l is right in .azzultl:eﬁ
Pass without leave he '«)n(:l);' ;‘er. 2 thmr.cxt,‘ra Fent;lgo bifle, e 7, but
the Board wil] S i'hethene- imits .of their districts, I am not able igus?h’ou]d
assume the inquisitorial cha: lF fune: jended Khat Sys oxtra. t(;ntag;v column of
places travelled is « ) k" ; acter of tho abandoned f-etum o de for
which extra tentage s merely means that no journey bas RUp mane. io

420 can be charged.

48. I claim {o have m dg : jour not_fo haye
selected extreme points of t} = 2 ?t s ol e j(‘U”;CY! ual hal.{ilng
places most conveniently g ¢ division, but to have stayed at £ ush- I was
most required. to | Y situated for work, to have spent my t}xllc_w ere W.:j
Sty mg;rdin"ag) Prépared my extra tentage bills myself with care'a_n

§ Sunday only as a dies mon, and to have charged precisely

what I considered : Sl ed
which I haye quote(;l.])’ﬂe"’enhﬂed to under the order of the Board of Hevenue

FrOm -5 § : ;
Acting ;SQGAI:STH\’ Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to H, E. STOKES, E.sq.,

e i Crétary to the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd April 1875, No. 165.
ottt o okl baragraph 6 of my letter of the 10th instant, I have now

* (Requested to he returned. ) the honor to forward Mr. Lxst.e:;s :X;:
January 1874 vt : tentage bill®* as Head .Assxs du e
lishment batyq b_]“l'l‘gu?a], together with the original office trm'(f“"'g i ‘: ;l
Head Assistant’ e o that month, from which the Board will see tha l:
Mr. Lister Whl sloﬁice left Timiivanum for Chengam on the 12th Jan-uury to x(x;c(et
engam on ti:) ;ad 86t out from Clinna Salem on the 5th, that lt, iy »‘Tt
i l?thef 4th',. that Mr. Lister arrived on the 16th, and that the office se
2k careru‘;r Virdachellum where it arrived on the 22nd. S
for January 1874 Search of fhe records of the Head Assistant Collector’s f:fum,
4 discloses the fact that between the 16th and 24th nota gingle
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paper was signed or initialled by Mr. Lister. 8o that as his office reached Virda-
chellum on the 22nd and was ready for work on the 23rd, it would seem that the
statement set forth in the extra tentage bill, in Mr. Lister’s own hand-writing
that he reached Virdachellum on the 21st, is contrary to fact, and that instead of
only taking five days to go from Chengam to Virdachellum he really took eight.

3. ‘The records show that from the 5th to the 10th J anuary 1874, Mr. Kough
remained in charge of the office at Tindivanum, and on the 16th Mr. Lister
reported having taken charge of his office at Chengam.

4. The number of marches from Chengam to Virdachellum is entered as
“ five,”” and is evidently so entered to support the assertion that on the 21st
Mr. Lister reached Virdachellum. If he had really marched from Chengam  to
Virdachellum in five or even in two days he would be the last man in the world
not to charge the extra tentage fairly due for such a march, namely, eight

marches.

Excrosvres Nes. 1 and 2.‘—-Bf.lls.

From J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to H. E. STOKES, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 23rd April
1875, No. 168. .

Sixce despatching my letter of this day’s date, No, 165, I have received a
demi-official from the Acting Head Assistant Collector informing me that four
papers have been found signed on the 23rd of Jauuary 1874 by Mr. Lister. He
therefore appears to have been at Virdachellum on that date. Before I got this
demi-official T . eived an official forwarding to me in a large bundle the records
of the Head Assistant Collector’s office for January 1874, and Thad them examined
in my presence, and no paper bearing a date between the 16th to 24th January
1874 could be found. The demi-official informs me that no papers bearing date
the 21st or 22nd have been found,

From A. L. LISTER, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of North >Arcot, to H E.
STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Vellore
27th April 1875, No. 248. . 2

Ix reply to Board’s Proceedings of the 17th instant, I have the honor to
state that in November last my office establishiment was working in the Collector’s
office; I was informed that attempts were being made by some clerks in the
Collector's office to obtain copies of my extra tentage bills ; to prevent this and to
secure that all information should be obtained by Mr. Garstin through a proper
official channel, I directed my Sheristadar to bring all office copies of extra
tentage bills to me..

2. When my Sheristadar brought them he told me that, in the Collector's
office (not in other offices as entered in his statement, for nearly all his service
has been in the Collector’s office), copies were not filed; I said if that were the
cage copies need not be filed in the Sub-Collector's office also, and 1 presume he
so instructed the Head Clerk,
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3. When I was gazetted away from the district, I looked for these bills to
replace them with the records, but could not find them, as they had by a mistake
been taken to Yercaud at Christmas, where the bundle now is just as | received
it; then it was that I spoke to my Sheristadar regretting that I could not find
them to replace them with the records, but adding that it did not much signify, as
the originals had been received from the Board’s office, and as it was not customary
to file such papers in the Collector’s office.

4. If Mr. Garstin wanted them he could, of course, have had thems imme-
diately on asking for them; to take documents into my own office box is mot
abstraction from public records ; and no other object but the one I had in view
could possibly be attained by the step I took, as the fair copies of the documents
were filed in the Board’s office. From the first Mr. Garstin was told that there
were the extra tentage bills and only these to show the movements of the Sub-
Collector ; these do not show the periods paseed without leave beyond the limits
of the district. Mr, Garstin in his former letter complains that they do not give
this information, and now he argues that they do afford it. So widely divergent
are Mr. Garstin’s views and mine, that even now I contend that 1 was absent
from South Arcot in contravention of the Civil Leave Rules for seventeen dfaya
only in 1874 ; for my absence during five of these days I had Mr. (‘hratm’s
previous consent, and for my absence during four of these daysrl had his subse-

uent ratification, :

5 5. Wi‘i‘:ther the information I received about attempts bex.ng‘ made to get
information irregularly from my office clerks was true or false, it is ‘mosf extra-
ordinary that Mr. Garstin wrote to the Board for my extra ter‘age bills, instead
of writing to me for the copies of them, which he .could', of co : .

on the very next day, as I was thén in Gﬂdd,alore;'lf he is serious in his cont/en.txon
that these bills are “‘data” from which the information he sought oould be compiled,
and that in consequence of my denying the existence of such “ data™ he concluded

~there were no copies of the bills filed in the office, and therefore wrote to the

Board for the originals, how came he to write to Mr. Irvine for them, and to be
astonished when he was informed they were not to be found among the records?

8. Idonotknow whether I am expected to answer the charge that I removed
them with the object of telling a silly falsehood which would have been at

once proved by a reference to the Head Assistant Collector’s records, and by the

A wridancs-of ovimy aleek Who has ever been employec.i in mfy ?ﬁice; I have al»ways
_ prepared the rough draft of my own extra tentage bills, and it never onee entered

my head that it was wro...; to do so. ' AT
- 7. Forthe present ¥ am content to leave in the Board’s hands the language

which Mr. Garstin has used in 5 communication which be doubtless thinks i a

privileged one; L treat his charge of falsehood, teo, with the greater indifference,
because it is only an iriveim and a tu quoque. :
‘ 8. The next point is a very serious one, as either Mr. Garstin or 1 unques-
tionably de‘aerve some of the virulent la.nguag’e seattered abont this letter.
9. In answer to Mr. Garstin’s request, * please let me know as soon as your
plan.a are settled from what date you propos’e to take the five days,” I wrote to him
stating that I proposed to ayaj] myself of the five days’ leave from Monday the 14th,

, have received
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I left the district at 5-13. ». M. (looking at my wateh and recording the time as
I expected to be asked the question) on Saturday the 12th,

10. Now is this true or is this false ? Do not nearly all the District Judges
adjourn their Courts from the Monday, and leave their stations themselves on the
Saturday, in many instances arranging that the recess should terminate on a
Saturday when they rejoin their statiouns on the following Monday.

11.  But I appeal to each individual Member of the Board to say whether in
granting five days’ leave to any one to count from Monday, any possible objection
would be made to leaving the district on Saturday night; T further urge that five
days’ leave is always taken so as to include a Sunday at one end or the other.

12. 8o I contend I did nothing wrong and had nothing to hide ; but urges
Mr. Garstin I erased an entry I made in the original draft of the extra tentage
bill, and to Mr. Garstin’s mind, clouded with prejudice and blinded by animosity,
the reason is evident: “He wished to conceal from me the actual date of his
departure from the distriet.” .

13. 'This will show the Board the pleasant relations I enjoyed with my late
Collector ; I have never before or sinee been associated with auny gentleman who
when he wished to know anything of my work or ny movements, did not adopt th;
simple expedient of asking me,

14. I protest altogether against erased words in an original draft being made
the subject of official complaint; such words are as though they had never been
written ; and I venture to think that a very bad precedent is being introduced in
calling upon me to explain them.

15. I need not seriously deal with Mr. Garstin’s imputation of wrong motive ;
it is obvious that a Collector, who is watching g Sub-Collector’s movement;
narrowly, anzions to damage him, and desirous of his removal from the district. is
not likely to be put off the track by an extra tentage bill ; besides he has mer;ly
to ask the question at the time, while the facts are within one’s memory, to obtain
the information he wants. I did not charge extra tentage for the days in question
for the simple reason that I doubted whether I was equitably eatitled to it for
though at work within my division, I am not quite sure whether I should },mve
gone to Chinna Sulem on that date unless it had suited my
to do so; I believe I was obliged to go to Kullacurchi
miles off. i

16. The next charge is that when I was relieved by Mr. Sharp I took eleven
days to join the Head Assistant’s office ; the Board will insist upon my answering
these numerous and elaborate charges without referring to records, which ne
doubt would not be so necessary if all that Mr. Garstin writes were true.

17. I am, however, in no position and have no wish to argue with the Board
but must accept the disadvantage at which I am placed, merely premising that i;'
my memory misleads me in any particular the Board, I am confident, will not
as eagerly as Mr. Garstin has done ascribe deliberate falsehood to me,

18. I believe that Mr. Garstin’s account is wholly inaccurate and ground-
less. I believe that when Mr. Sharp relieved me it had ot been arranged that
1 wae to do the Virdachellum Jamabandi, for Mr Sullivan wrote demi-
officially that he would like to consult Mr. Garstin before consenting to the

personal convenience
» which is only nine
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arrangement, ‘so T could not possibly have ordered the Head Assistant Collector’s
Garstin is right in assuming that an officer

if Mr.
nt to another has a rightto order the clerks of an

in trapsit from one appointme

* office which he has not joined to travel out of the division to meet him.
19. The rules allowed me ten days to join the Head Ass

I took nine, for the Account Department agree with me in the reckoning of

~Saunday.

20, I believe, and here again I am at a

records, that the Chengam Subsidialy Jail ha

previous half-year ; the inspection was therefore dou

sibly be more conveniently, expeditiously or economic

Tindevanarn and then marched to Chengam, more
sumed and more expense would have been incurred.
m at a disadvantage in writing away from

21. 1 believe, and here again I a
or directing me to do the

records, that st Chengam I received Mr. Sullivan’s lett
am Taluq ; I may perbaps mention that I stayed upwards

Jamabandi of Virdachell

of ten hours at Chengam, and so I dow't understand what Mr. Garstin means by

eaying that I was there long enough at any rate 10 write my name ; but I presume
he meant to lead the Board to

that, without committing himself in express words,
infer that [ was there for only a few wminutes, and I =m constrained to deprecate
this gratuitous suggestio fulss.

99. My joining time was, of course, regulated by the distance between Virda-
chellam and Tindevanam, and I gained no extra joining time by going to Chengam;
the march to Chengam by a elerk of the Head Assistant’s office in no way affected
my movements, and I do not comprehend how Mr. Garstin eould really think that
> ined could affect me.

the movements of the clerks of an office which I had not jo
23. It seems to me, Mr. out of his way, and, in his

Garstin has here gone
anxiety to show me to the Board in the most unfavorable light possible, has rather
lost himself in charging me upon P with not having

urely hypot.hetical facts,
pursued the natural and proper course which the interests of Government demanded
fter nearly @ month’s

when snswering, & delay and a tour in the Sub-division, a call
for opeciﬁc information which could have been easily compiled in a couple of
hours: I rely on this a3 8 further proof of his bitter personal hostility to me.

24, The Board will observe that Mr. Garstin makes no attewpt to show how
the interests of Government suffered ; Mr. Kough was in charge of the Head
Assistant’s office, and when relieved by me went ona month's leave; I am sure
Mr. Garstin does not mean to say that Mr. Kough could not do the work as well
as 1 could ; I further submit that it1is the custom of the service in cases of relief

the evil day as long

which invelve loss of pay for the officer who relieves to defer

as possible.
g5. 1suppose the Board do not expect me b
Deloyets were in attend

‘ to the State an
is i ce Mr. Garstin's animu

arden which have & very well

ofice to Virdachellam, even

disadvantage in writing away from
d not been inspected during the
bly due and could not pos-
ally made. Had I joined at
time would have been con-

o offer any remarks upon the
ance upon my family instead
enience to the publio
tself, when he dubs &
“ the Lister Estate.”

d at no inconv
¢ betrays i

Jknown name

istant’s office, and
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26. Iencloseal : Gl
etter from Captain Y f

that Mr. ; ptain Young, from whi . |
Versati;u(f:r;tm knew of my absences and eXPre;sed ap ;:31 the Board will eleﬂ,f:f oy
ok place, I am perfectly confident before Mr ga“ﬁn?f fﬁem; this con- 4

% 8 illness in July,’-""_;}-'f'

and yet I am informed

. that about this i ’

tion : . very time Mr, in i : Ve &

of allowing me to go twice more to the Shevaroy??f:t ;; ::ﬂo;nced his inten-/ ¢ < 7
en I'll catch him.” &% @ s

27, Mr. Garstin know
Q d the Board
that Mr. Sulli: sk rd must know ¢ . 2t - 3
i other‘:;;:an re:;uested. me wotT to let him know if (I) E;P?tteclatﬁ my conduet s ’?ﬁ
Leave Rﬂles——-tlgj ? tefl hOh.day s, as such absences were g dla.tnct at any &
Lot No. 2 emi-official letter of Mr. Sullivani not authorized by the
28 - I gll’uof the 16th June 1873. is reforred to at the end of my 1
. Iwillh ; :
st Ot;r.ee :n;wer 'Mr. Garstin’s complaint that | ‘
as I am informed t!.x,a: ed, which I refrained from noticing in PR e n i
t my reticence has been mi ' my previous let
29. I cannot ap 9 n misunderstood i,
unot approach the subject wi ood to my detri
a-lthough no sinel ject without feelines it ment.
gle word can be pi gs of great indignation.
Mr. Garstin’s wh ' e picked out as ses gnation, for
roally is diffult tgl'ge;?ou?t of the transaotion. is ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ”-"' SHIENe by itsclt,
b ve that his memory can be the Perfecz b;‘::]]::dmg and it
30, Nowitisi . ¢ © represents’
conclusion’ that %12;2? ossilble to read Mr. Garstin’s account with :
Sitlen hb bhiiatai as he bec'ame aware of my practice b ons drawing the
his Obje,c i t;] tik' o my drawing extra tentage for them > dmakmg circuitous
letter which MryG e advantage of his illness to pass’ :;l tl}?t i
PR By to ;utm complains 1 did not file on the records = 4 ill myself; the
Balibea ko im that I had been at Yercaud some days l::l that a little bird
SRR A e ;?Zhe;fxtra tentage bill showed me to haye {;ee tlv;mlen the 7th and
et - is were true he the : n halting at Chi
£ > thought T : g at Chin
or tl;el da)g of absence which he requestji me tzugl;iknog to draw extra genmgn:
£ n - ] 3 @
been charged ;:: illl:nga()uddalore U explained to him t‘;ia:n e '
whole halt, and thate h:: T a: sgnc; as only fourteen days ’::e rex'u: tentage had
ST Bty St marked off the five days of ab e charged for the
that he fmig:i In h:(;l ; ﬁund”’ ; he expressed himself Ps':;'ec:t?f which one was the
AP ¢ arged‘ ex'tm tentage for the da y satisfied, and said
aised an objection ; was I e thenys' of absence, and tha
in countersigning the

- -
- 4 .8
i

32. Upon these facts I '
himself to write i cannot understand ho .
AR ;v:%noy;a:;eg:iapb 12: *“If Mr. Lister dv:ev:d’f'th(}arstm could bring
ays, as he knew the black ring wa: l:;lack ring which
graph he should have written * i laced there by me i s @“
days away includi en it may be presumed © 8ame para- j-
ays away including Sundays”—a statemont whi that ho was as ara- b o
within his knowledge, or if hi atement which was at var; \181.131 eight -]
ithis bik xaach for’it  if his memory misled him, which was tlanc? with facts
;btained accnmt; informl:ﬁv oe;_ 5; SOV;‘:(:;@ fftm.n the rest of his lettera;h;r:ll.xmnc:’t .
080, He w : 15 trip, as abo @ could have
i ‘;;::,1 130:,:;:’1, :1::101;5 to shohw a heavy al:::; ?)t? glge;:;:&d he chosen t:
e total more than 5. ﬂgainvg’ Sl
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§ 3. So Mr. Garstin did not object to my drawing extra tentage when

e
%

% : xzr:f;gsga :tv.::g:::l‘df?zazﬁzﬁz l]);)yogd th? limi-ts of the d}'strict, as his account of : ﬁj
R Eawesoe ld’] . ard to infer; had be raised such an objection, s 55’
k :p,}m i that b y u 1av?. Lbarg';ed for such a march in the August bill and = P
£ ;&*‘i RE) ot 2o would have countersigned it ? i
;ﬁl:g o 34, If Mr, Garstin wished to alter Mr. Sullivan’s practice, why did he not ";
oE g | tell me, when he became aware of my absence in July, that he wished to be ','5:-
{s o consulted about such matters? We were talking in his house, as I believed, in full ‘; i
and unreserved confidénce; he lot me leave him after the conversatiom as well B
T 7 s after the conversation in August, with the impression that he in no way disap- &1
A ‘: . proved of what I was doing. His sceming confidence and apparent friendl;“;‘::
7 2 and approval aro only consistent with these hostile Tfl“’}“dag“‘]“:fm':";ooaway i? -
& supposition that my information that he had madg u[:’lns win tto e { may bero | g
=i once Or twice more with the object of © wl:bmi o::s!:ha:‘:; became aware
i 7 T e

% Fof my pratice, Mr. Garehn =0 : - lation in

i‘: f f proval of the “ short cut " by h‘:g:!;;:: differences are tho:: ?grﬂ:“@ in
T 35, The most anfortuns oeo'dea mvommj', an T _conver- 'd

o depends upon unr wonpt-of th“‘“g ouitous - ?

some measure COPCl. for a witness that Y 0T ohject to the oRpR

Mr. Garstin bimsel basticulars, that be 84 B8 Govamber he WIS E |

is corroct in the BEE tentage for it you were justified 07

e 5 ox i

ey

Collector who S05 0o told me in ANET L ors to spend 170 B L ont
, ing to bi ‘
district, Gover objection t° oy others, T must

Jls were . ot see any { myself and
if lum _ and he d:g : but that, for the sake om;::y)]uce e Cuddalore thet
Mou poyond the boundary Captain Young 1o ® public | i il
distande do it, and W said to h‘ap 1o bim 8nd did not nter _
ndgw ? 4 were pothing d

B grcat ould.
= '.31‘:: quite Fight 10 89 2" °7 >
and

. limits of the district or beyond them, precisely the same charges would have
* been incurred: in remarking on the statement that no long journey was made

M B
R el

37. I sincerely hope the Board will not feel it to be their duty to submit ]

this correspondence to Government, at all events as against me. It is no case of oo
contumacy, of setting & Collector’s authority at defiance, or of showing the faintest
disinclination to be guided by a Collector’s wishes, and also I confidently submit
it is no case of aggravated arrears or of neglected work. 1In a matter left entirely
to myself, in ‘which feelings might naturally be expected in some waywm =
my judgment, 1 cannot but now feel that I may in some measure have incurred
the displeasure of the Board; this will be to me a sorrow and a trouble which
1 shall not soon get over. @ TR : o »

~ 38, I am notin a position to offer any remarks upon the expense involved fos
by these journeys beyond observing that, whether I travelled myself within the

when I went to the Shevaroys during September and November, Mr. Garstin
has exceeded the ordinary laxity of carcless assertion, for I was absent on
privilege leave from August to 2nd October, and I did not leave the district in
November. -

——

Ewncrosvrr No. 1.—Copy of letter from Captain Young.

Tuzse papers relate to cortain irregularities charged against Mr, A, 5 Lister,
late Acting Sub-Collector of South Arcot, and the Board find it to be their duty
to submit them for the orders of Government. In their Order, No. 456, dated 20th
March 1875, Government have desired to be furnished with a report on the
matters brought to notice in the first paper, which had been incidentally referred
to in another letter from the Collector of South Arcot, : e

2. The charges against Mr. Lister may be stated to be, that he gravely
abused the liberty accorded to officers in his position by habitually leaying his
district when his office was marching from point to point ; that he so ,amnggd
the movements of his office as to afford facilities for such absences , that he
improperly drew extra tentage on such occasions; that he evaded \egplanaﬁ;,n
when called upon to give information as to his movements ; that, to Snppdrt such
evasion, he removed his extra tentage bills from the records of his office ; and that
he habitually employed the peons entertained for public dutiesin conne’ctioh with
his office, in attendance on his family for prolonged periods beyond the limits of :
his district. Two letters from Mr. Lister containing his remarks on these points |
are before the Board. . 4

3. In Mr. Garstin's letter recorded in the first Proceedings St vt he
describes Mr. Lister’s procedure. At the extreme limits of the Sub-divisio; of
South Arcot, near Porto Novo and the Tanjore frontier on the east and on the Salem
frontier on the west, are the villages of Ammapett and Chinna Salem,7at a dis-
tance from each other of seventy-three miles. Having reached one of th&e points
the office establishment would be despatched to march direct to the other whil;
Mr. Lister would proceed to the Shevaroy Hills where his family resided’ going
or returning, according to the point of departure, by rail vid Negapatam and’ Salem.
By urranging bis departure or return so that a Bunday or holiday should fall at

-
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either end (.)f-the. saven days required for the mérch of the office, Mr. Lister was
;;l; to rejoin it after having spent five or six days with his family on the
8.
:1. M'r. Garstin st.at.es, that by manmuvres of this kind, and by running
certain hohd.ays and a.penod of absence to which his consent had been obtained
into the Christmas holidays, Mr, Lister absented himself from the distriet, from Ist

April 18'74 to the end of the year, for sixty-five days, of which ten days only were
taken with the consent of the Colleetor,

5_.. H.r. Lister has not distinetly stated for how long he was in fact absent
from his division during the period in question ; in hissecond letter he states that
he was absent in contravention of the Leave Rules for seventeen days only in 1874,
but the Board do not know how this
is made out. He has admitted® that
during the marches to and fro referred
to by Mr. Garstin, he did in fact leave his office ; and he says in his first letter that
he used to work till late on. the Saturday night and be at work again early on a
h.Ionday morning. The Board assuming this to be the case and after examina-
tion of the tentage bills find the following absences proved :—

April 1874.—Chinna Salem to Ammapett.—DMr, Garstin shows his absence

» Leltgt}rdto the Collector, dated 13th November

to have been 1st, 7th, 8th, and 11th (Baturday) to 19th (Sunday) ineclusive—total -

twelve days, The 2nd to the Tth inclusive were the Easter holidays, and as to
the 1st, Mr. Lister must either have been absent or his bill ought to have shown
where he was, as he was at Kullacurchi on 315t March, The Board believe him to
have been unjustifiably absent on the 1st, 8th, and 12th to 19th, total ten days,
for eight of which he drew tentage,

AMay 1874.—~Porto Novo to Chinna Salem.—From the evening of 16th {Satur-
day) to 24th (Sunday)—or eight days for the whole of which he drew tentage.

June 1874.—Mr. Garstin states that he believes Mr. Lister left T ittagudi for
Yercaud on the 3rd, and rejoined his office at Chinna Salem on the 8th, The
bill shows that he took three days (4th to 6th) to march 40 miles from Tittagudi
to Chinna Salem. Mr, Lister apparently admits (paragraph 25 of his first letter)
that he left the district on this oceasion, but explains the three days’ march by
saying that he was detained by the badness of the roads. Mr, Garstin charges him
with twelve days’ absence, apparently from the 5th to 7th (Sunday) and the 13th
(Saturday) to the 21st (Sunday) inc_lusxvei but Mr. Lister apparently admits only
five, viz., from 17th fo the 21st, these being thfy days surrounded by a “ black
ring” in the bill. The Board charge him with eight days, the 5th to 7th and _l‘?th
to 21st. He drew tentage for fourteen days for a twenty-days’ halt at Chinna

Salem from 7th to 26th, which included the latter period of absence, and also

for the 5th and 6th.
July 1874, —Chinna Salem to Ammape

from the 4th (Saturday) to 12th (Sunday),

soven of which tentage was drawn. :
August 1874, —Ammapett to Chinna Salem.

$th (Saturday) to 16th (Sunday), but the Boar

tt.—Mr. Garstin makes out nine days
but the Board charge only eight, for

My, Garstin charges nine days,
d make it eight. Tentage was

+ {w,e:m::edxru'ﬁﬂl-h:;‘, N‘" :

\
L i g o,

R E Ty Y

¥ ?

=
Ny

e e e Sy e

irawn for seven days, Mr. Garstin states that he consented to Mr. Lister's
ibsence for five of these days. This was the last of the marches to and fro.

October 1874.—Mr. Lister was on leave during September and returned to .
1uty on the 2nd October. Mr. Garstin states that he immediately returned to the
Shevaroys and was absent seven or eight days. Mr. Lister does not advert to this
absence.

December 1874.—Mr. Garstin charges eight days from the 12th (Saturday) to
the 20th (Sunday). He seems to have given Mr. Lister permission to be absent for
five days in advance of the Christmas holidays (which began on the 21st). Mr. Lister
admits the absence from the evening of the 12th (Saturday), but says that of the
eight days, two, the 13th and 20th, were Sundays and one, Saturday the 19th, was a
razetted holiday. The Board, however, observe that Revenue Officers are prohi-
bited from leaving their districts without leave on Sundays and bolidays without
the Collector’s permission (Standing Order, No. 387). ° :

6. Thus the Board make out that Mr. Lister absented himself from his

division certainly for fifty-eight days (besides the Easter and Christmas holidays), for
ten of which he had the excuse of the Collector’s permission, and that he drew
tentage for thirty-two of these days. : v ot

7. Mr. Lister in his first letter takes the ‘charge against him to be that he

" drew tentage when not entitled to it, and urges that if he can show the journeys to

and fro between the extreme points of the division to have been necessitated by
the public service he will be completely justified. He contends that under a
ruling of the Board of 1866, he was entitled to the tentage when he travelled,

-away from his office, by a circuifous route; and that if it was right to take such
a route and drdw tentage for it once, it was right to do it any number of times.
The first march he states was to take up the Jamabandi of Chellumbram T_alﬁq; and
the second, back to Kullacurchi Taluq, was to look after the cultivation accounts.
He remained in this talug till July, except for two short trips to Virdachellam
and Tittagudi in June; in July he went ‘to Ammapett in order to hold a muster
of Monigars to check the collections ; and he was there again in the baginning:of
August, after his visit to Cuddalore, in order to wind up arrears. Thence it was
necessary for him to proceed again to Kullacurehi to look after the cultivation
accounts ; but he does not dwell wpon this journey, as his absence from the district
was with the Collector’s consent and knowledge.

8. The Board’s ruling of 1866 on which Mr. Lister relies is to the effect that

Proceedings, 20th August 1866, No. 6,164, - Wien 8 Collector leaves his camp and

proceeds to his destination by a cireni-
tous route to save time, his claim to tentage is not invalidated, They are of
opinion that it is entirely inapplicable to Mr. Lister’s case; and the gist of the

charge is, not that he drew tentage without being entitled to it (which, however, -

the Board think he did), but that he repeatedly absented himgelf improperly and
without leave, from his charge. To use Mr. Garstin’s phbrase, the thing was over-
done. In this point of view, the neeessity or otherwise of the Journeys is im-
material ; and as to the prefexts which Mr. Lister assigns, the Board merely
observe that it seems to them siugular that his presence should have been so
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- employment of his peons at Yercaud. From the statement sent by Mr, Ga

- seems that one man was there for 17 months and 25 days; one for 10 months
for 3 months each; one for 2 months and 5 days; and one for 1 month.

drew during these periods Rupees 283-5-4. The sum drawn in batta, and paid for "

‘relations, private or other, between Mr, Lister and Mr. Garstin ; and the question

hand. Tho Board are clearly of opinion that it was Mr. Garstin's duty to bring |
- what had occurred to the Board's notice. | %
- 17. The Board must record their

led Mr. Garstin io beliove that there were no copies of the bills in the Sub-Col-
lector’s office, and to apply to the Board for the originals. The subsequent state-
ment just referred to was distinetly false; for he bad the draft bills in his posses-
sion, and though they were framed in such a way as not to show fo persons =
uoacquainted with the matter where he had heen on the days in question, the
Board have no doubt that he could by means of them have so refreshed his memory P
83 to be enabled to state the facts with complete acouracy. = . . - am
5. Mr. Lister does not consider it necessary to offer any remarks as tothe ;

53

Thay?~ y b- i

-

¥

conveyance of records on the four marches between Ammapett and Chinna Salem ' jnd 4
in April, May, July and August, was Rupees 201-10-5. Mr. Lister’s extra :
tentage for thirty-two days amounted to Rupees 192, ‘
16.  Much of Mr. Lister’s letter consists of recriminations against Mr. Garstin,
and of imputation of unworthy motives as inducing him to bring the matter
forward, and as determining the form in which he has done so. The Board
have : designedly abstained from noticing such points, which they consider to be
entirely irrelevant. They are discussing Mr. Lister’s official conduct, not the

whether, to iucite him to perform his duty, Mr. Garstin required the stimulusof
such motives as are attributed to him, has nothing to do with the matter in

M Fd ;

dho - They believe that no other member of the service would b g
¢ and they feel it to be their duty, notwithstanding Mr. ! g
frition, to beg that the Government will signify their d‘:' I

as will effectually prevent a recurrence of such conduct. . S

(Trae Copies aud Extract.)

approval in such g manner
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Proczepines or THx Bosrp or Revexon, dated 17th April 1875,
Read the following letter from J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to H. E.
- STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Virdachellam, 10th
April 1875, No. 150:— = s
Iy reply to the Board's Proceedings of the 11th ultimo, directing me to report what expense
other than extra tentage had been incurred by the State by Mr. Lister’s marching his office from one
end of his division to the other almost monthly, I have the honor to enclose a statement (No.1)
" 2. On receipt of the Board's Proceedings, I issued orders at once that the statement should
» prepared, and a statement was accordingly laid before meo just before the Easter Holidays ; but,
as it appeared to coutain items other than those incurred solely in consequence of the long
marches to which the Board alluded, I ordered another statement to be got ready, and for this
parpoe airese b Acing Su-Cleio egactng i 1o e motho gl of . Listr's
extra tentage bills, that I might gather from them the exact periods of his absences sces and sg enter
in the statement the establishment batéa and travelling charges for thoso poriods. -
~ 8. On my return o the district after the holidays, I reccived a demi-official letter from the

Acting Sub-Collector, of which I have already sent & copy to the Board, and subsequently an
official letter in which, to my astonishment, he reports that the extra tentage bills cannot be foand
among the records. I enclose a copy of this letter (No. 2) for the Board’s information.

4. From information imparted in ‘_ij[ieiﬂ'e'mijb,éﬁ'ci'alfl@sef 1 was led to examine P. Ram »
chendra Row my Head Vernacular Clerk, who for some months previous to the date of Mr. Lister's
departure from the district had been acting as ‘wa-di_yijaion ‘Sheristadar. 1 enclose & copy of
his statement (No. 8), from which the Board will learn that, acting under Mr. Lister’s orders, he
removed the originals of all the extra tentage bills for 1872, 1873, and 1874 from the records, and
gave them to Mr. Lister at Cuddalore » day or two bafore he lq{gﬁ@h.ﬁgmlm with _M" oed ?‘, o]

G h? s : e T e N ‘

or kept them, but whichever he has done, he seoms to
from the records, and ﬂ%@@uﬁpqu may, I tl

lottor of the 17th Novombor last. In that letter ho roplied to my reiterat

jolormasion 2 to bis movements beyond the issict during the seur wp fo. duts
conveyed in my letter of the 16th N ovember 1874) to the effect that he had “no data
to’ “ compile” the information I wanted, and it was in consequence of this reply that I wrote to
the Board for the‘copies of the extra tentage bills sent to their office. Now, only four days previ-

ously to hiswriting these words, he had written to me in his lotter of the 13th November, that B

““no other record but the extra temtage bill has been kept of the movements of the Sub-

GCollector ;"' it therefore seems to me, from a comparison of these two statements and their contra-
diotory character, and also from, the information given by Ramachendra Row highly probabls
that subsequent to the despatoh of the letter of the 13th November and previous to the despatch
of that of the 17th idem, Mr. Lister had these bentngc WGIQM'VQ& frpm the records with the
infeation of thus plaing hinself i o position to bo sble-t0 my fo me with an appeseanco of
truth f’”m o data from which to compile the in rmation 1 asked for. But this state-
ment could only be in fact true if the documents had been destroyed at the time he wrote it ; for

if he ad the dooum rents in his possession when he wrote the above reply, and if with the aid of

those documents he could have given me the information I wanted, as I have not the least doubt

he could, then what he wrote was a deliberate falsehood. If, bowever, it was in fact true that, gt

owing b0 his having previously destroyed those documents, he could not ab the time he wroto bis
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reply have given me the information asked for, he has put hiraself, as it appears to me, into the
position of having abused his official position o cause the abstraction of certain records from his
office with a view to screen his own eonduct from official inquiry, while if he still has possession
of them he has laid himself open to the same charge, and to the charge of falsehvod as well,
and therefore his motive in acting as he appears to have done must, in my opinion, be regarded as
& dishonest or dishonorable one, unless and until he can satis(y the Board and Government that
it i# not open to such a neigtha. He may possibly have thought that by the destruction of these
documents he could get rid of evidence which would prove the fact of his having drafted his
extra tentage bills with his own hand, bal there is abundant other evidence to prove that such

instead of **letters despaiched,” but so strong wae the babit (of making out his bills with his
own band) that he had absolutely so made out and left on the record in the very month of his
departure from the district, his extra tentage bill for December 1874, which 1 enclose for the
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was hiz habit, for not only by an accident were two of his extra tentage bills not removed from
the records owing to their having been posted by mistake into a wolume of ** letters received'® ;
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Chengam and took advantage of their having to march 65 miles to spend 10 days on the Shevaroys
and then to join his office via Sumulputti at the latter place. Between the 16th January and the 24th
idem, when he began the Jamabandi of the Virdachellam Talug, his office wers probably on their
way down to Virdachellam from Chengam, while Mr. Lister probably returned via Yercaud and
spent a few days on hishill property. How far he was justified in doing what he did itis for the
Board to judge. Whether strictly justifiable or not it was certainly an ingenious way of getting s
holiday, but shows a sad want of proper regard for the interests of Government on Mr. Lister’s part.
1 have not got the papers with me that would enable me to state with certainty the facts as to the
movements of the Head Assistant Collector’s Office on these occasions, but have written for them
and will send them to the Board on receipt. . :

7. In Qonnection with Mr. Lister's absences, a little matter hag cropped up since ilut addressed

‘the Board officially on the matter in connection with the way in which the Sub-Collector’s peons
‘and Loeal Fund Board attender have been detailed for private duty by Mr. Lister on the Neil-

gherries and Shevaroys. A peon appealed to me against an order of Mr. Lister's re&ueing him

v ST < Board's inspection, * as it shows with what care fﬁ ; ~ from a peonship on 7 Rupees in the Sub-Collector’s Office to a Talug peon’s place on 6 Rupees.
E : L < g A 4 and deliberation these bills were prepared. ™ No reason whatever haviug been given in the order for reducing the man, I was led, on the man's
e ot T ST} ablcivo: Trom-hitn: phper: that. We; Liotir Sas Gotbot tic B e bk ‘ g alleging that the real cause of his reduction was his refusal to go to the Shevaroys when ordered to

o do so, and his assertion that all the office peons were in turn detailed for attendance on Mrs. Lister,

and 10¢h of December 1874, and the dates of his arrival at and departure from Chinna Salem on
bis way to the Shevaroys on the [1th and 12th idem, and bas then on second thoughts run his

~ pen through these entries which find no place in the copy sent to the Board. To me kis reason for
doing this is evident. . He wishel to conceal from me the actnal date of his departure from the

_ distriet, I haviag ratsed no obection to his leaving the distriot for fve days from Monday the J4th
" December, for the reasons already reported by me to tié Board, he having proposed to take the
five days feom that date. The Dik Bungalow book at Chinna Salem, however, has an entry in
Mr. Lister's handwriting, dated 12th December of ** Mr. and Mrs. Lister” December Lith to 12¢h,

: i ** Kollakurchi to Alitoor.” So that although he

t O the lo.thmﬂ:::::" ‘» “f:'& I]! ",, ';:“ the dals from o ote b met that he intended to take the five
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whils isndadta g._'.q;.a. ke thew Tiom e 120 Wl wae wosent conunuously till the 4u. or
5th January 1875. © RO LB '

omitted to be removed from the records. One is for December 1873, and the other for January
1874. Both bills seem unobjectionable enough. The Christmas Holidays began on the 20th
Decembeg 1873, and Mr. Lister doubtless went off to the Shevaroys. He retarned to the district
on the 5th J anuary and gave over charge of the sab-division to Mr. Sharp, the Sub-Collector. The
Board will see one day's teutage is charged for this day, and this is, no doubt, correct enough,
becausé it was for one day only in Jannary 1874 that Mr. Lister was at Chinna Salem as Acting
Sub-Collector, but the Board will no doubt learn with surprise the little arrangement by which
Mr. Lister managed to spend about 18 or 19 of the following days outside the limits of the district.
When Me. Lister delivered over charge of the sub=division to Mr. Sharp, Mr. Kough was acting for
Mr. Lister as Head Assistant Collector at Tindivanam. By anarrangement made I believe by
Mr. Sullivan, and not disturbed by me, it was settled that Mr. Lister should do the Jamabandi of
the Virdachellam Taluq as Head Assistant Collector, while Mr. Kough uAuilmn'wu to do that
of Tindivanam. The nataral and proper course for Mr, Lister to have pursued (in the interests
of Government) afier having given over charge of the sub-division at Chinna Salem was ta have
ordered the Head Assistant Collector's Office to meet him at Virdachellam aud to have gone there to
meet it, bub instead of doing this he scoms to have availed himself of a Government order which
requires an Earopean Magistrate to inspect the Subsidiary Jail a¢ Chengam to go to that place,
for the Subsidiary Jail Visitors' book shows that he was there on the 16th January long enough,
at any rate, to write his name in that book. It may be surmised from bis taking 11 days to go from
Chinoa Salem to Chengam that he ordered the Head Assistant’s Office to go from Tindivanam to

days from Monday the 14th, he actually 1" *he 4

6. I also enclose, for the Board's perusal, the two bills (enclosures 5 and 6) accidentally

and for looking after the workmen on the Lister Estate at Yercaud, to eall for a report of the .
absences of these peous, and enclose statement
of the absences they admit to.* One man the
Board will peroeive was so employed in seventeen months and tweniy-five di,ya between February
1873 and January 1875, and another for ten months. Out of an establishment of one duffadar and
seven peons and a Local Fund attender, six persons were thus employed at various times and for

: varions periods, and drew, Rupees 283-5.4+
salary as Government servants during those

* Enclognre 7.

+ Vids Eaoloanrs 8

 periods, and in thus detailing them for lengthened periods 'to;'a.tgand on his family in a place

- be ond the limits of the district, I consider that Mr. Listor has acted wii' ~ renricty.

Excrosoas No. 1.—Statétent showing expaix(iituto on account of batta to establishment and
- » _eonveymee of Fegm-dj, : i ‘
Excrosuee No. 2.—Copy of'Sulii-G‘ﬁﬁpetor's letter, dated 3rdApg-i1 13‘75; No. '220’ reporting
FE that extra tentage bills could not be found.

Excrosvze No. 3.—Statement of P, Ramachendrs Row, Head Vernacular Clerk, Collector's
Office, with regard to office copies extra tentage bills having been torn out by him from
the volumes for Mr. Lister, dated 2nd April 1875.

-

Excrosves No. 4, —Mr. Lister’s extra tentaze bill for December 1874,

Excrosusss Nos, 5 and 6.—Extra tentage bill of Mr. Lister accidentally omitted to be removed
dioaa: o from the recorda, g B

¢

. Excrostzx No. _"JE—Z-Trmaluibn of statements given by Sub-Collector's peons of their absences

on Mr. Lister’s private business.

!

Excrosors No. 8 .—Statoment of pay disbarsed to peons during their absence on such duty.

)
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Tais letter will be forwarded to Mr. Lister for avy remarks and explanation he may wish

= "" As the case has already been somewhat delayed, the Board desire that Mr. Lister's reply,
f 'hﬁll he cannot need any reference to records, may be submitted within a week of the receips
by him of these Proceedings. He will state distinctly whether be removed the office copies of the

bills from the records, and, if 8o, how he disposed of them.
(A true Copy and Extraet.)
(Siguned)

To A. 8. Lister, Esq., Acting Sub-Uollector of North Arcot,

with eight original enclosures to ba returned.
Copy to the Colleotor of South Arcot
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