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'Promdmgs of m Madrirs Government, .Revemw Depw-tmmt

. 1 9tli“5 June 1875.

No.85.  Read the followmg Pmeeedmgs ormnmaofnmm, dated 18th

© May1875No. 1,844:— <

Read the followmglatter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., x.nAo Snpemxg

" tendent of the Government F&rms, to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acbmg

Secretary to the Boara of Revenue, ‘dated Syﬂuipeb, 21st April 18?5,

No. 205. _ ‘”4 i

As directed in the Proceedings of € 3,383, dated the 24d:.h of

November- 1874, I Rave the honor.to se -';'-'*'“Lxst»-at.hBegulaﬁons,
* &c., for an Agnculturd Exhibxmn to be beld in Madras in 1876.

2. Thave read with care the records forwarded to me thhthe Proceedmga

just notwed and have rev:snd the ‘prize listeas des:red. !Ehese records I mow

return.

8. The * District sza” and the scheme under which ex}nbﬂs can be fot.
wardoed from the districts to the Exhibition provide means for ensuring comphanoe
with the instructions conveyed in the latter part of pamgmph 40f G. 0., No. 1,191,
dated the 18th September 1874.

4. I have submitted a * Supplemental Prize List” for hcrses, which, bi trust,
‘may be ‘allowed to form a part.of the prize lict. The prizes are small, b'qt,&.ﬁay Rigy

will, T hope, suffice to bring together a good show of horses, a result thei will adﬂ
greatly to the usefulness of the Exhibition, and at the s#me *ime add (. its attrac-

txona I beheve that the expendltur&of the sum it is proposed to give mipme&for o
: ','Mﬁ%swﬂ&panﬁngf m«:wﬂwwmi'vf" S 5

mmoy that will be collected for admissions to the Exhibition, so that, from a mere
commercial point of view, the addition to the pri_e list of pnzes for horses is
desirable ; but I hope that a little encouragement given in this"™ way to horse-breed-
ing will yield much more important results. I believo that very much more can
- be done in horse-breeding in Southern India than is generally supposed, an opinion
which was, I find, held by the Board al far back as 1856 when, of course, they
were without the kng‘wladgd ave now possess of the fo&det-pmducmg capabilmes of
many mdngw crops.
dated the 10th of July 1856, I take the following extraot :—* Thero is nothing to
prevent the pmpagation of a serviceable breed of horses in Southern India, and if

~due onoqumgememﬁ is held out to breeders, the number and character of the animals

will improve with the advancing prosperity of the community.”

5. Imay, in the prize list, have omitted some items which ghould receive

attontion ; indeed, with so much o deal with, it has been exceedingly difficult in
‘many cases to make a selection. “In

objects that were then eligible for competition.
6. With this I submit plans and elevations of sheddmg l‘eqmred for the
Eﬂnblbmn ; and an estimate showing the probable net expenditure that will be
incurred on behalf of the Exhibition. The shedding will be very Blmﬂa}' to that
erected on the last occasion. The probable cost of the Eﬂnbmon, as shown in the
egtmmteﬂ is slightly below the sum sanctioned. RN -

-1 have not attempted to deal with- the difficulty that is experwnoed by

ng living at a dmtanoo¢&om Madras in sending live-stock to the Exhibition,

» -

-

From paragraph 38 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,136,

of the local Shows held in the time =~
 of Lord Harris, I find frequent complamts of the nmcammly lorge number of ol
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Itrocealz;ngs of the Madras Gouefnme}zt. Revenue Dej;a;-tment.
9th June 1875.
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'I:'he terps offered by the Railway Company for conveying stock to the last Exhibie
tion were apparhtly sufficiently libewal, but the requlations of the Company rendered |
. these concessions almost worthless ; %t 15, of little use to :)ﬂ'er to convey a bull or
cow back from .the Exhibition free of charge to the exhibitor, if to get that bull or
00w to the Exhibition he is called upon fo pay a charge for a truck-load of cattle.
Perhaps the best way of meeting this difficulty would be for the local Juries, which
s | h.ave sugga’ited should be formed in the distriets, to collsct together at the chief
Railway stationsall live-stock intended to be sent to the Exhibétion, andeafterwards
to send them tp Madras when there i® a sufficient number to fill a truck. It would
be well also to consider whether somahing could not be done to relieve exhibitors
of some of the expense that even Jinder this arrangement they mu;st still incur in
sending live.stock to the Exhibition, for, independent of this expense, the ‘exhibitor
must always be put to much personal trouble ; he must, for a time, be without the
serv'ices of the animal, and the animal he exhibi‘s is exposed to danger from accident
or disease. On the other hand, a prize may be secured or a sale may be effected at
better prices than could have been obtained for theanimals at home; however, only
a few of the exhibits can obtain prizes, and well-reared animals of a good variety are
S get sufficiently appreciated by natives to admit of really good prices being
ubtain It must be remt.:n:bercd that in the present state of our agriculture, the
. n A.gricultural Exhfbition is educational. Our cultivators, and we also
need inffrmation regarding the capabilities of the different indigenous breeds of
| kotsco, cettlo and sheep, and the prizes'offored for live.stock mnst he lonked upon
s the means to be employed for bringing together these different races and breeds.
Before Wwe attempt to do anything towards the improvement of the agricultural live-

"f'OCk of Southern Fudia, we should ascertain, beyond a doubt, what are our resources
i stock of the kind.
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8. It will, I think, be unnecessary to nominate an Exhibition Committee at
E present. An Executive Committee to b appointed in January next, and Stewards
e and Judges to be appointed at the same time, will Buffice for the requirements of
: the Exhibition. 1 can, if the Board approve, carry on as Secretary to the Exhibition,
| under the orders of the Board, all preliminary work ; the expenditure to be controlled
by the regulations under which T expend money on aceount of Government Farms.
9. Iwould suggest that the prize list should be printed, and the plans litho-
zrap}lgd .Aﬁer the Board have made what corrections they consider necessary n
ﬂ'f’ prize list or regulations, T shall feel obliged if they will allow me to correct the
priuter’s proof of the portion I have written.
; % lg.l It is desx'rab].e that tho prize list sh3uld bo put into circulation with as
e ¢ delay as possible, to allow persons living in districts watered by the souths
- West rains to prepare produce for Exhibition.

e, 7 TE R T, &
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Excuosuze No. 1.—Prize List, Plans, &e.

——— -

Excroscee No, 2.——énpplemmtd Prize List.

“E~croseez No. 3.—Estimate,
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“I3th June 1873, No. 605, it is not advisable to trench on ground slready otoupiod ™~

‘with the preliminary arrangements in addition to his other duties, that he will not

- with this object than in superintending an Exhibition at Madras.

;, | (A true Copy and Extract.) _
(Signed (. A. GALTON,
Acting Sub-Secretary.
No. 86. OrpER THEREON, 9th June 1875, No. 899. o
Miscellaneous. "I‘En Government .approve of the
| Board’s proposal to postpone the Exhibj-
. tion for 1 S :
N
qu,,a;‘u'" ' -
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¢ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 9tk Wune 1875. P

= "\“

SusMITTED t0 Government with fefemoe to G. 0., dated 18th September 1874,
No. 1,191. g | 7

2. Mr. Robertson submits a revised list of prizes to be awarded at the Agri- .
cultural Exhibition tn be held in February next with a plan of the buildings and
estimate of cost. The Board approve Mr, Robertson’s proposals in the main, but
consider that the prize list requires pruning and revision so as to secure that, whilst
the largest possible number of prizes shall be offered for indigenous pre luets of all
kinds, no urnecessary outlay on exotics that v'il‘l not benefit the couricy is incurred.
The‘Bogi'ﬂ cannot concur in the proposal to allow nearly Rupees 1,000 for prizes
to imported and other horses ; the prizes suggested would not lead to the importa-
tion ot & s.inglo horse, and no beneficial result woald follow from awarding prizes to
the livery stable-keepérs and private competitors who might exhibit their horses.
What is required is an improvement in the breed of country horses and ponies, and
the prize list should be confined to animals of that class. The same remark
applies to other imported stock. 'No gain to the country is likely to result from the
rearing of Dorking and other fowls of foreign breeds by a few private persons and
the award of prizes to them. el ;

The inclusion of pigs in the list seems unnecessary ; the imported varioies
wonld carry off all the prizes. A & .

3. The offer of small prizes for tea and coffee is notrlikely 0 have m.sh effect - b3
in stimulating the industry ; and with reforence to the remark at paragraph & G. 0, .

i
by the Agri-Horticultural Society. : Oty
4. In submitting to Government the prize list with the above remarks, the
Board would suggest for consideration the advisability of postponing the Eg:hibiti A
for a year ab least, with the view of enabling Mr. Robertson fo visit some of the
most advanced districts, such as Tanjore, Trichinopoly and Tinnevelly, in order that
he may have an opporfunity of studyix:g‘the methods of Agriculture practised by
the natives. Mr. Robertson has not hitherto been able to make any extended tours,

and if the Exhibition is to be held in Februa‘t;y next, his time will be so taken up

have leisure for the purpose. The Board consider it very desirable, however, thas
Mr. Robertson should acquire a more accurate knowledge of the agricultural prac-
tice in some of the richest and best cultivated districts, and are of opinion that his
time would be more profitably occupied in making a tour of two or three months
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The terms offered by the Railway Company for conveying stock to the last Exhibi-
tion were apparently sufficiently liberal, but the regulations of the Company ered
these condessions almost worthless ; it is of little use to offer to convey a bMl or
cow bacls from the Exhibition free of ¢ to the exhibitor, if to get that bull or
cow to the Exhibition he is called upon [ pay a charge for a truck-load of cattle.
Perhaps the best way of meeting this diffigy’sy would be for the local Juries, which
I have suggested should be formed 'in the districts, to collect together at the chief
Railway stations all live-stock intended to be sent to the Exhibition,rand afterwards
to send them te Madras when there is a sufficient number to fill a truck. It would
be well also to consider whether something could not be done to relieve exhibitors
- orsome of the expense that even under this arrangement. they must still ineur in
" "sending live-stock to the Exhibition, for, independent of this egpense, the exhibitor
must always be pu* to tuch personal ,trouble ; he must, for a time, be without the
tervices of the animal, and the animal he exhibits is exposed to danger from accifuat
or disease.  On the other hand, a prize may be secured or a sale may be effected at
better prices than could have been obtained for the animals at home; however, only
a few of the exhibits can obtain prizes, and well-reared animals of a good variety are
not yet sufficiently appreciated by natives to admit of really good prices being
- Obteined. It must be remembered that in the present state of our agriculture, the
- Object of an Agricultural Exhibition is educational. Our cultivators, and we also
need information regarding the capabilities of the different indigenous breeds of

< horses, cattle and »shee‘p,_and the prizes offered for live-stock must be looked upon
a8 the means to be employed for bringing together these different races and breeds.

re we attempt to do,anythiag towards the improvement of the agricultural live-

'k of 8o ' Indh.umujduom beyond a doubt, what are our resources
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3. It will, T think, be unnecessary to nominate an Exhibitioh Committee at
present. An Executive Cormittee to be appointed in January next, and Stewards
and Judges to be appointed at the same time, will suffico for the requirements of
the Exhibition, I can, if the Board APprove, carry on as Secretary to the Exhibition,
under the orders of the Board, all preliminary work ; the expenditure to be controlled
, by the regulations under which I expend faoney on account of Government Farms.

e B ‘ I would suggest that the prize list should be printed, and ‘the plans litho-
gmphﬂd. After the Board bave made what corrections they consider necessary in
- the prize list or regulations, I shall foel obliged if they will allow me to correct the
pnnterfsproofcftheporﬁonlhavevri g '

10. Tt is desirablo that the prize list should be put into airee e s
e STy put into ciroulation with as
~ MBexdelay a2 possible, to allow porsons living in-distriots wafored by the southe
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¢« Excrosuzz No. 2:upplw Prize List.
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g . ,susi;;mb to Government with reference to G.0., dated 18th September 1874,
§ ;'.1,9 ;lr Robertson submits a revised list of prises to be awarded at the Agri-
« cultural Exhibition to be held in February next with a plan of tho bujldings mua
timate of cost. The Board approw: Mr. Rovertson’s proposals in the main, buu :
®gonsider that the prize list requires pru. ing and revisionso as to secure tha, whilst
| _the largest possible nuzaber of prizes sh.ll be offered for indigenous produots of all
' » kinds, no unnecessary outlay on exotics thav .7ill not benefit the country is mcumd !
" The Board canno: concur in the proposal to allow nearly Bnpeog 1,000 for prizes
to imported and other horses; the prizes mggeswdwﬂamtl@ﬁ to the importa-~ |
tion of a single horse, and no beneficial result would follow from swarding prizes to |
the livery stable-keepers and private competitors who might exhibit theie horse=
What is required is mgmprovomt in the breed of comtry hmas and ponies, and | -
~be prize list should be gopfined to animals of that class. *The same remark

3 - 3 . ) & ) L en
appiies to other imported sfock. No gain to the country is likely to result from the
;:f;:;:}-%ork:; et fowls of foreigu broeds by a fow private persons and
the award of prizes L , e
The inclusion of

o the liat{faeems- ‘nnnwessary § the_imp,ortéd varieties

S e o .' for tea aixd-éb&'éé is notlikely to have much effect

SASE S ’ ¢ LS cith ce to the remark at paragraph 3, G.0.,
in stimulating the ind d with reference to th 3 R i =
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t with the above remarks, the

::1 if the Exhib m‘u to be held in February next, his time will be so taken up

" with the preliminary arrangements in addition to his other duties, that he will not
gilyheprehmmarymg'e
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have leisure for the purpose. The Board consider it very desirable, however, that
PR A d acquire a more accurate kngwledge of the agricultural prac-
oo Sl Rl e a tour of two or three months
‘time would be mofe [ ) L Y T SRR
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Exd. W. H. French. ‘:
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